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encouragement to our campers. (as I write this article we are in 
the second week of Day Camp and have just returned from Jim 
and Lorna Landis’ home and Christmas Tree Farm where the 
kids all came home with a Christmas tree plug which they 
planted in a flower pot and a beautiful Christmas ornament 
which the campers made).  
 

Finally, we do not need to be always “doing” things for God. 
Sometimes we are called to rest. I’m sure our Day Camp 
workers will  be called to rest  next  week (and they really 
deserve it!). Elena and I will also be taking some time-off. We 
are going on vacation in California to be with our grandchildren 
for two weeks. That is also God’s work.  
 

I’m thankful that while I’m away, Deacon Jim will be leading 
worship services, preaching and presiding at Holy Communion. 
Our synod Bishop has given permission for Jim to bless the 
elements. Yes, “All things work together for good for those who 
love God and are called according to his purpose.” 
 

Blessings,   Pastor Skip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We know that all things work together for good for those  
who love God, who are called according to his purpose.  
Romans 8:28 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Romans 8:28 is one of my favorite Bible passages. Whether we 
are at work, teaching others or taking time off, all things work 
for good for those who love God, who are called according to 
his purpose. As a Christian, you have been called, through 
your baptism, to work together for good. In everything that you 
do...you are God’s ambassador and what you do, say, and how 
you  react  are  reflections  of  the  God that  you know and 
emulate. 
 

That may seem like a heavy mantle to carry, but as Jesus said 
to those carrying heavy burdens in Matthew 11: 30, “For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Be yourself. Be open to 
how God is working in your life. Be ready to say “yes” to God. 
 

A good example of saying “yes” to God is Bill and Nancy 
Warner.  They  accepted  God’s  call  to  attend  the  Synod 
Assembly as representatives from CLC. I encourage you to 
read their article in this newsletter. I was blessed to work with 
Bill and Nancy and I thank them for their service to CLC and to 
the greater church. They are two wonderful servants of God. 
 

As I think about servants of God, I am thrilled with all the CLC 
folks who shared God’s love with our Day Campers. Led by 
Sandy Wachter-Myers and Lonnie Riley,  over a  dozen of 
“God’s representatives” shared of themselves to house the 
camp  counselors  from  Mar-Lu  Ridge  (thank  you  Dottie!), 
welcome the campers, arrange and serve snacks and meals to 
the campers, clean and refresh the meeting space in Luther 
Hall and sometimes be a listening ear and provide loving 
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From the  

First Tee 
 

Well, another month has passed and summer is 
upon us.  Hot, humid, sticky, muggy and buggy. 
But it is to be expected when you live in the Mid 
Atlantic area. Thank goodness for air conditioning, 
fans and cool drinks. 

In a few short weeks Linda and I will be driving 
across the country to southern California. As you 
may or may not be aware our son-in-law is a U.S. 
Marine and for the last three years has been 
stationed in the Delaware/Maryland area. He has 
now been reassigned to Camp Pendleton near 
San Diego. Not such a bad place to move! 
  
Since living in this area they were able to 
purchase a house and enjoy being near to their 
families. Also our daughter gave birth to a baby 
girl, Emilia Anne Byram Jacoby, to whom, I might 
add, we have become quite attached. Some of 
you might have been in church the day she was 
baptized. This will be a hard adjustment for all of 
us. We can no longer jump in the car and drive an 
hour to see them or baby sit Mila, as she is 
affectionately known, when mom and dad need a 
night out 
 
It will be difficult, but God has been good to us. He 
has given us good health and we are able to 
travel and visit via Skype and Face Time. Just 
think how it was years ago when we left home for 
college or served in the military, where letters and 
a telephone call were our means of 
communication. I have a saying I like to use and it 
goes like this “that’s why God gave us the ability 
to invent, design and build.”  By the grace of God 
and prayers we will get through this separation 
and see them as often as is possible. 

 

See you in church,  Ted Byram 

 

 

Day Camp 2015  
Day Camp is in process as the 
Grapevine is being prepared.  
Look for a full report in the 
September Grapevine. At this 
time we want to thank Parson’s Produce for 
donating peaches and cantaloupe for our 
breakfasts and lunches.  Also, Service Team and 
Day Camp teamed up to stuff socks for the 
homeless. Included were toothbrushes, toothpaste 
and floss donated by Dr. Michael R. Butterworth 
DDS of Dagsboro and Dr.’s Lynch and Rodriguez 
PA of Seaford.  All donations are greatly 
appreciated.  Many people helped with day camp.  
We want to give a special thank you to Norm 
Farlow for donating his gifts to design our camp T-
Shirt and Bill Kunst for providing a tent. 

Questions?  See Lonnie Riley, Sandy Wachter-
Myers,  or  Dottie Franks 
 

Are you a frustrated writer? 

The Christian Communications 
team has the answer for you. We 
have a need for one or more 
“reporters” to interview members 
or groups of members and to 

then compose a short article. The assignments 
will come from the Comm. team and we will 
handle all publications of the material. We 
foresee a couple hours per month with no 
meetings involved unless you desire. 

If you worked on your High School newspaper, 
or studied journalism or English in college or 
simply just want to help, we need your talents. 
Currently the topics of interest are the 20th 
Anniversary, Day Camp and improved write-ups 
on our web site.  Contact Lonnie Riley, Dottie 
Franks, Barb or Dave Bartges. 



 

Last month all previous records were exceeded! I 
received so many comments on the idea that we have a 
ministry to help in the “hands on“ training of new 
Pastors. All the comments were favorable even in spite 
of the fact that such a ministry would have profound 
impact on our little church. The most exciting feedback 
came from Pastor Kerry who read the article before it 
was published. He called and told me I was right on and 
that Princeton Seminary (Presbyterian) had contacted 
his old church about doing exactly what I had written 
about. While this is all exciting, any further action is in 
the hands of our leadership team. I do believe that the 
idea has been forwarded to the Bishop. Keep praying 
about this idea! 

Now to this month’s ponderings which reflect on last 
month’s ideas. If we are called to a ministry of sharing 
our infrastructure with first called Pastors under the 
supervision of Synod and Seminary, our “infrastructure” 
must be strong, vibrant and regenerative. By 
infrastructure, I mean all the practices, procedures, 
systems and policies that we follow in the performance 
of our ministries. This is the strength that we would be 
sharing with new Pastors. It includes EVERYTHING that 
we do to share the love of God and to reach out and 
help our neighbors. 

I do have concerns about the “regenerative” aspect of 
our infrastructure.  While all of our ministries are very 
important, there are some that are critical to our ability 
to function and to even accomplish the rest of our work. 
In too many cases the number of folks involved is too 
small; we need more helpers to spread the work load 
and to provide very important backup for critical tasks. 
There is so much in the news these days about our 
government and even business data bases that are 
being attached and are subject to loss of function. 
Following 9/11 there was a frenzy of work to provide 
backups for critical business and governmental 
functions. Well we need backup also so that our 
functioning is protected from disruption if those 
currently involved can’t continue. This is not a lack of 
faith, but due diligence to do the best we can in our 
ministries. 

I could itemize far too many areas that need more 
help, but let’s focus on two that are quite different. 
Consider our Growing Ministry and all the lay 
participation in our worship services. There are 
greeters, ushers, sound folks, choir, communion 
assistants, tray holders, Assisting ministers, altar guild 
and even counters of the offering. It is not surprising 
that those tasks which involve being “up front” have 
the least number of volunteers. While all the tasks 
listed above need more help, we especially need more 
Communion Assistants and Assisting Ministers. While 
one may not be called to be an Assisting Minister, 
every one of our disciples could certainly help with 
serving communion wine. You’re not even alone; you 
have a buddy working beside you. 

At the moment one of our Sustaining Ministry 
strengths is the functioning of our “financial or money” 
part of our ministries. However, I am concerned that 
we are at risk since we need backups for all the key 
financial functions. And, yes, usually these jobs are 
more time consuming, require number crunching and 
interfacing with others. But we should have “SEVERAL” 
folks in training to fill in for each of the primary 
functions. Yes, I said several, because I think that we 
need to divide the functions into workable parts so that 
the total work load can be split among many. A perfect 
example is the fact that we have 3 auditors that on a 
rotating basis audit the Treasurer’s and Financial 
Secretary’s records each month. Minimal time required 
and all records stay much more current and accurate. 

 

All of Gods work in this place, needs your hands and 
your passion to serve the Lord!  

 

From my Lily pad to yours, in the name of Christ and all 
the peace, love and welcome that he provides, 

 

Dave Bartges 
 (R. Jeremiah) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 PONDERINGS 

FROM 
A LILY PAD 

 
   



THE DEACONS’ TABLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to our continuing Deacons’ Table for the 
Grapevine.  Well here we are, I am actively engaged 

in serving in my areas of “Call” to CLC: 1) provide a 
care of ministry for Community Lutheran Church as 

leader of Lay Visitation Ministry Team and 2) a care 
of ministry for the community surrounding CLC by 
participating with our Service Team Ministry.  In 

addition, to my areas of “Call” to CLC, I serve as the 
Executive Team of OSSD’s Eastern Shore 

Representative. 

So what does it mean to be a “Called Deacon in 
service to God”?   

Relative to item 1 on my Letter of Call, the leadership 
of the Lay Visitation Ministry “LVM” Team Members 
scheduling the appropriate LVM Team member or 

myself to visit the CLC Member in need of spiritual 
assistance (presence, prayer, and/or communion).  I 

also have responsibility to train all new members to 
the LVM team and provide continuing education for 
all current LVM team members. 

Relative to item 2 on my Letter of Call, I serve on the 
CLC Service Team and participate in the team 

projects which include: John Clayton Elementary 
School “JCES” Clothing Closet(s)(3), JCES Backpack for 
Kids, JCES Teacher Support supplies collection, Cops-n-

Kids book collections, Collect Toiletries for Atlantic 
Shores, Thanksgiving Basket(s), Christmas Giving Tree, 

Heifer project, veteran clothing collection, and with 
expected cold weather participation in supporting 
SOUL Ministries homeless shelter operation here in 

Bethany Beach.  In addition, I also serve as CLC’s 
representative to the Southeast Sussex Ministerium of 

churches aka Christian Community of Churches “CCC”, 
where I vote CLC’s one vote as a member of the 

community on all matters brought before the CCC 
board.  I also organize CLC’s participation in combined 

projects managed by CCC where CLC has a part.  CCC 
supports and organizes many projects including but not 
limited to: Beach Ministry (every Wed at 8:00 am), 

Baccalaureate Service for graduating HS seniors, 
Vacation Bible Study, Rotating Lent Wed Services, 

Easter Sunrise Sunday Service, support to the homeless 
thru SOUL Ministries and others.     

In addition to my CLC Letter of Call duties, I am the 
OSSD Eastern Shore Representative with responsibilities 
including: a) attending the DE-MD Synod Southern DE 
Cluster of the Delmarva Conference meetings and b) 
attending the Delmarva Conference meetings for the 
purpose of answering questions by local DE-MD Synod 
pastors about the Deacon program and generally 
spreading the word of the OSSD Deacon program to 
all DE-MD Synod churches here on the eastern shore.   

I addition, now that I am a Deacon in the OSSD, I am 

obliged to continue my religious education and confirm 
to the OSSD Credentials Committee what education 

project I participated in during the year. 

With all of that said, I am kept busy doing the work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, here in our little part of the world 

on the DEMARVA peninsula. 

If any one of you seek a more structured opportunity 

to serve in Jesus’ church, I would be excited and 
humbled to discuss your desires with each one of you 
who have a desire to explore the work of Deacons in 

our ELCA, DE-MD Synod churches.  I look forward to 
your personal inquiries and discussion now and in the 
future. 

May the grace, peace and mercy  

of Jesus be with you all,  
 

Dave Pittinger,  

Deacon of the OSSD 
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Community Lutheran’s  
20th Anniversary  

Coming in September 2015 
June/July 2001 

The following is an excerpt of  early history: 
 

Building Expansion update: 
 

On June 20, 2001 the Architect Liaison 
Committee consisting of Bob Druckenmiller, 
Bob Hagelstein, Gloria Naar, Bill Mixon, Ralph 
Arnold and Pastor Barton met with the 
architect.  In addition to reviewing the 60% 
completed plans, they also reviewed new plans 
for the church offices, modified existing 
bathrooms, nursery and expanded food 
preparation area.   Also finalized was the 
design of the choir area. 
 

The committee approved the “feature wall with 
fountain” as designed by Gordon Naar, but 
decided to keep the baptismal font separate. 
 

On July 25th, the committee will meet with the 
architect to review the 90% completed design.  
The schedule calls for bids to be requested in 
August, and the Mission Investment Fund to be 
contacted for final approval of our mortgage.  
Groundbreaking is currently scheduled for 
early October. 
 

THINGS WERE REALLY MOVING!!! 
 
 

UPDATING CLC 
DIRECTORY 

 

The final update is being held in abeyance 
pending a review of our membership records by 
the newly approved Membership Records Team.  
Notice will be made when the updated 
Directory is finalized and ready for distribution. 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
 

The  Grief Support Group  will  meet  
August 3rd at 1:30 p.m.    The Grief 

Support  group is simply a place for people 
feeling grief to gather and talk and listen and 
share.  The gatherings are open to anyone 
wanting support.  Facilitated by Sandra Wachter
-Myers, we are grounded in the love of God as 
revealed through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 
here to offer support, love, encouragement and 
a safe place for one to share.  

      OFFERING 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving. CLC 
wants to remind you that we offer electronic 
giving as a way to automate your regular weekly 
offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides 
much-needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.   
Contact Barb Bartges, Financial Secretary. 
 

 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY 

Long time charter member, Adell 
Kearney died on July 17, 2015.  
Service & burial will be held in Baltimore, MD. 
 

Also received news that Barbara Deaton, former 
CLC member , who transferred to Grace of God, 
died last week. 



 

    
      MD-DE  

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 

Bill and I thank the members of CLC for choosing 
us to be your representatives for the 2015 DE-MD 
ELCA Synod Assembly. It was quite an 
experience, a little overwhelming, sometimes 
challenging, and definitely spiritually uplifting.  We 
feel it gave us a better understanding of the 
workings of the Synod and how each 
congregation is an integral part of the whole. 
 

The meetings were the overwhelming and 
sometimes challenging part, but they were 
conducted in a thoughtful, prayerful manner.  The 
keynote speaker gave a powerful speech about 
the hard truths facing the Lutheran Church and 
the world in which we live.  His speech was 
uplifting and never once did he abandon hope.  
He talked about calling forth the image of the tree 
of life from the book of Revelation.  We were 
invited to imagine what the healing of the nation, 
the church, the neighborhoods could look like, and 
when if class, gender, and racial labels were 
replaced with the name God has given each of us;  
“Child of God”.  His speech went on to talk about 
how we should remove ourselves from judging 
and recognize that God is the giver of dignity – a 
gift given to all.  His speech was truly moving and 
eye opening and left us wondering if we were 
doing enough as Christians. 
 

We could go on and talk about all the business 
that was conducted, the resolutions, and 
memorials that were proposed, the roistered 
leadership compensation guidelines that were 
discussed, the annual budget discussion, the 
election of a new synod vice president, all of these 
things are necessary and an integral part of the 
business aspect of the synod, but what affected 
us the most was the spiritual side of the assembly. 
 

The services began with music presented by the 
ELCA Glocal Musicians.  This is NOT a misprint 
and musicians embody what it means to be 
“glocal” – simultaneously global and local – so 
they can accompany one another across cultures, 
even in our own neighborhoods.  Prior to the 

beginning of each service the musicians introduced 
us to music from different cultures.  We sang along, 
we clapped our hands, we even experienced 
singing without making any noise, and we signed 
the words.  All we can say is we definitely made a 
joyful noise, what an uplifting experience. 
 

We attended two Morning Prayer services and 
three Church services.  The Morning Prayer 
services gave us a wonderful start to each day and 
helped and guided us during the business of the 
day.  The Church services were diverse in nature, 
there were guests from the Episcopal Diocese of 
Maryland, and our companion churches in Finland 
and Estonia, the sermons reflected the 
personalities of the presiding clergy.  The 
messages were powerful and though provoking and 
challenged us to continue to grow as Christians in 
an ever changing world. 
 

Thank you again for allowing us to be CLC’s 
delegates. 

Bill & Nancy Warner 
 
 

SUNDAY 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Many thanks to our 
teachers, Dottie Franks, 
Deb Koerner, Barb Levine and Sandra Wachter-
Myers.  However, health and family situations 
has changed our teaching schedule.  We are 
hoping to add to our teaching staff in 
September.  Please talk with Cathy Kunst or any 
of the teachers if you are willing to teach once a 
month.  Curriculum is provided and classes are 
about 30 minutes during the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service. 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL DURING 
AUGUST   

 Classes Resume on September 13 
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Updates from the CLC Anniversary Committee 
At their March 10 meeting, Council approved the 
formation of a CLC Anniversary Committee to 
coordinate our 20th Anniversary Celebration scheduled 
for Sunday, September 27, 2015.  Co-Facilitators are Bev 
Stalnaker and Sophia Riehl. 

The Committee met on April 9, May 14, June 11, and 
July 9 at 10:00 a.m. in Luther Hall and all discussed in 
those meetings were included in subsequent issues of 
the Grapevine.  All present were given copies of the 
Record of Meeting from the previous month.  All 
suggestions outlined were reviewed and updated.  
Council approved the establishment of a special 
Anniversary Fund for all wishing to donate; and Council 
also approved one service on Sunday, September 27 at 
10:30 a.m.  The reception will follow immediately in 
Luther Hall. 

The focus for the last two months was to get input from 
the congregation for inclusion in a special Anniversary 
Edition of the Grapevine; however, to date, no 
responses have been received.  The Committee 
therefore agreed to distribute a questionnaire at the 
Open Forum on August 2 and to talk about things 
remembered from all members.  We want to hear from 
everyone! 

Also, at the July 9 meeting, the Committee agreed upon 
a menu for the reception, reviewed a draft letter to be 
sent to former pastors of CLC and those who were 
instrumental in helping us in the early years, and agreed 
to share old pictures with all attending the August 2 
Open Forum.  The Committee has also suggested to the 
Worship & Music Team to have a service of 
remembrance of those original 12 who saw a need for a 
Lutheran presence in lower Sussex County and boldly 
came together to make a dream a reality.  All in all, 
we’re planning to have quite a celebration! 

Remember, too, that Council approved the solicitation 
of donations for this celebration since funds were not 
allocated in our 2015 budget to cover this event.  To 
date, we have a total of $949 and our goal is $3,000 to 
cover all expenses, including catering.  All donations 
are welcomed and appreciated!  To donate, place your 
check made payable to Community in a LOVE envelope 
marked “Anniversary”.   

The next Anniversary Committee meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, August 13 at 10:00 a.m. in Luther Hall.  
There is much work to do; and ALL are welcomed to 
join!  

 
 
 

We Are Called! 
 

We, at Community, have accomplished much in 
the past twenty years.  WOW!! 20 YEARS. 
Consider the growth in our membership.  
Consider all who have come together to give 
their time, talents, and treasures in the name of 
doing God’s work with our hands.  Consider 
what an accomplishment for a small church to 
have Set Apart not one, but two Deacons!  
Consider the teams that keep our ministries 
vibrant and successful. 
 

We thank God for our many talents and blessing 
us with good pastors, music directors and strong 
lay leadership to bring us forth to where we are 
today.  But what about tomorrow, the next day, 
and the next year?? There are many 
opportunities to be an understudy to perform 
key functions at Community from developing 
the weekly Bulletin and Bulletin Insert, learning 
our membership program, learning our financial 
systems, being a liaison with Thrivent Financial, 
monitoring our Blog and website, and taking 
pictures and videos of special events, to name 
just a few. 
 

We need to recognize that no one is 
indispensable; and if we do not make a 
conscious effort for succession planning, we run 
the risk of regressing, rather than progressing in 
the management of our church.   Consider 
getting involved!  There’s a function to match all 
talents; and ALL talents are welcome!!!   Talk to 
anyone on the Executive Committee or Council 
to express your interest in being among those 
who want to insure the success of our future! 



 
Update from the Call 

Committee 
 
 
 

The Committee last met on April 28 and did not meet in 
May, June or July as we do not yet have a candidate to 
interview.  This month, therefore, our update is to 
inform that there are now 42 churches in the DE-MD 
Synod that are in various stages of transition as follows: 

Churches with focused Interns: 21 

Congregations in Study:  10 

Congregations ready to interview:  6  

(CLC is in this group) 

Congregations now interviewing:  4 

Congregations Voting:    1 

We continue to pray we have a referral soon, 
hopefully in August or September, and be able to 
commence interviews. If so, subsequent updates will 
be of a very general nature due to the confidentiality 
of the process.  In the interim, CLC has requested 
Pastor Skip’s contract with us, due to terminate in 
August, be renewed. 

We also learned that Pastor Ed, our DE-MD Call 
Process Contact person and Assistant to the Bishop, 
was called on June 28 by St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Lutherville as their next pastor.  Pastor Ed has 
accepted the call and announced plans to resign as an 
Assistant to the Bishop in mid-August.  Bishop 
Wolfgang Herz-Lane informed that Synod has 
developed an excellent interim staffing plan to be 
voted on by Synod Council.  We wait for news of who 
will succeed Pastor Ed as our Call Process Contact 
person.  

Additional general information, timelines, and steps 
taken will be included in future issues of the Grapevine 
as well as discussed at Open Forums.  In the meantime, 
what can Congregation members do??  
Pray!  Pray for the Executive Committee,  

 

 

 

Administrative Team Seeks 
Faithful Servants 

 

Members of the Office Staff 
Team work together to provide 
office coverage Monday through Thursday, from 
9:00 a.m. to noon, for a total of 12 hours 
weekly.  If you are comfortable with general 
office work and particularly with working with 
computer programs to prepare our weekly 
worship booklets, please consider joining the 
Administrative Team.  Training will be provided.  
If interested, please contact Ted Byram. 

 

                    New Address: 
 Claire Worthington 

Brandywine Senior Living 

21111 Arrington Drive  Room 435 

Selbyville, DE 19975 

Cell:  215-514-5446 

 

Upcoming Events 
Please note that the Friday morning Men’s Bible Study 
ended on May 22.  All men are invited to a gathering on 
August 9 in Luther Hall immediately following the 10:30 
Liturgy to determine which way we’d like to proceed.  
See separate article in this Issue and watch Sunday 
Bulletin Insert.  

August 2 is the date of our next Open Forum (Lunch 
included, compliments of Thrivent Financial). 

Planning in advance:  Community will celebrate her 20th 
Anniversary this September!  See article in this 
newsletter. 

Planning way in advance:  Our Annual Meeting, normally 
held the first Sunday in October, will be postponed to 
the first Sunday in November (November 1, 2015).  

A special edition of the Grapevine covering our 
Anniversary celebration will be distributed at the Annual 
Meeting! 
 



Council 
Highlights 

 July 7, 2015 
 

Helping and Growing teams are in the midst of Day 
Camp.  The first week we had 15 campers and the 
second week we are expecting 14.  The campers 
have been assisting the Helping Ministry in stuffing 
new socks with tissues, dental floss, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, and hand sanitizer for the homeless 
shelter in Bethany Beach which is run by the 
Community Christian Churches (CCC).  

In August, after the council approves a sample 
directory, generated by Power Church Plus, the 
new directories will be printed. 

We voted to accept the request from Tom 
Richardson to appoint Kathy Waluk as an assistant 
organist. 

Thrivent financial will provide the food for the Open 
Forum on August 2nd. 

Lonnie Riley, Secretary 
 

Special Anniversary Fund 
 

As mentioned in the Updates from the 
Anniversary Committee, a special 
Anniversary Celebration Fund has been 
established for all who wish to make a 
contribution towards this special event to 
cover expenses including paper goods, 
banners, a special edition of the 
Grapevine, and a reception.  Make your 
checks payable to CLC and place in Love 
Envelope and mark it “Anniversary 
Celebration”.  Our goal is $3,000 to cover 
this celebration; and thus far we have 
$949.  We have a ways to go!  All 
donations are appreciated. 

AUGUST  2015 
Birthdays: 

Louise Lauterbach    4  
Wally Shifflett     8 
Kay Gooden   10 
Harry Sacona   13 
Connie Schaffner  14 
Gloria Donelson  20 
Pat Baughman  21 
Janet Gelato   23 
Steve Strunck  24 
Mary Kline   29 
 
 
Anniversaries:   
 
Lou & Lonnie Riley    4  
Dave & Susan Pittinger   7 
Tom & Carol Clarke  11 
Doug & Karlyn Fields 12 
Steve & Joanne Strunck 17 
Bill & Cathy Kunst  22 
Don & Judy Striebig  30 
  
 
If your birthday or anniversary is not shown please  
give to the church office, write on page on bulletin 

board or send info to: 
beverlystalnaker615@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 
   As of June 30,  2015 

Income Compared to Budget:              

      Received         $94,026  
      Budgeted         $89,603  
      Difference          $4,423       
 Actual Income and Expense: 
      Income           $94,026 
      Expense           $76,446  
      Difference          $17,580   
Thank you for your gifts in support of CLC. 

  



 

 

Ten Stewardship Principles 
 

 

 

As baptized members of the body of Christ, we 
gratefully confess Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 
We boldly proclaim the gospel as the Word of God.  
We clearly recognize the gifts that God has first 
given us through grace, and we joyfully accept our 
role and responsibility as stewards. 
 
There are ten principles that provide a foundation 
for the life of a faithful and generous steward.  
Principle #1, respond gratefully, was included in our 
April Grapevine; Principle #2, obey responsibly, 
was included in our May Grapevine; Principle #3, 
sacrifice proportionately, was included in our June 
Grapevine; and Principle #4, give willingly, was 
included in our July Grapevine.  Principle #5, Share 
abundantly, is shown below.  The remaining five 
will be included in subsequent Grapevines. 
 
Stewardship Principle #5: Share abundantly as 
we have received.  The purpose of these gifts is for 
the good of the community of God.  We have to 
build up the body of Christ.  We use and share our 
gifts for the benefit of all. . . “. . . . and God is able 
to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you 
may share abundantly in every good work.” [2 
Corinthians 9:8] 

 

Preparing for 20th Anniversary  
Edition of the Grapevine 

 

As mentioned, there will be a special edition of 
the Grapevine dedicated to our 20th Anniversary 
which will be available on November 1 at our 
Annual Meeting.  In preparation, we will be 
taking group pictures (i.e., teams, ministries, 
council, etc.) on August 2 during the Open 
Forum for inclusion in the special Anniversary 
edition of the Grapevine. 

EMERGERCY  FOOD SERVICE 
Food Service is always in need of donations of 
food and/or money to purchase needed items.   

ANY QUESTIONS contact Dick Riehl,   
Mary Ellen Engler or Hans Neas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lots of Opportunities to Serve 
You read our weekly Sunday Bulletins.  You read our 
monthly newsletter, the Grapevine.  You see lots of 
opportunities to get involved but are apprehensive 
about making a long-term commitment.  Well, there are 
plenty of opportunities to serve that are either one-time 
tasks or short-term commitments.  Prayerfully consider 
getting involved.  

Contact Ted Byram if interested. 

 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers,  
Candles and Weekly  

Bulletins 
Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and 
bulletins each week are available!   

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize 
or honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and 
flowers are $26 (sign-up sheets are on bulletin 
board in Luther Hall).  To pay for sponsorship, 
place your check or cash in an offering envelope 
and mark it with your name and “flowers”, 
“bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the offering 
plate.   



How to Plant Your Garden 
(Author  Unknown) 

 

 

  

“Whether you tend a 
garden or not, you are 
the gardener of your own 
being, the seed of your 
destiny.”   

 Plant three rows of peas: 

 Peas of mind, peas of heart,  
Peas of soul; 
 

 Plant four rows of squash: 

Squash gossip, squash indifference, squash 
grumbling, squash selfishness; 

 Plant four rows of lettuce: 

Lettuce be faithful, lettuce be kind, lettuce be 
patient, lettuce really love one another;  

No garden is without turnips: 

Turnip for meetings, turnip for service, turnip 
to help one another; 

 To conclude your garden: 

 You must have thyme: 

 Thyme for each other 

 Thyme for family 

 Thyme for friends 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.  
There is much fruit in your garden because you reap 
what you sow!  

____________________________________________ 

  20TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON 
Caterer Jimmy’s Grille—Bridgeville, DE 

(Tentative Menu) 
Oven Roasted Baked Chicken       Cole Slaw 

Pasta Selection          Baked Pit Ham    

Strawberry Pretzel Salad       Potatoes Au Gratin 

Lima Beans & Dumplings       Macaroni & Cheese 

Iced Tea, Coffee, Lemonade           Yeast Rolls 

Vegetable, Fruit and Cheese Platter        and    CAKE 

This is a pic of our annual barn swallows. 
They built their nest on the wall just outside our 
Church doors.  They will be gone by the time this 

newsletter comes out.  They will be back!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHOOL TEACHER 
 

After being interviewed by the school 
administration, the prospective teacher said: Let me 
see if I've got this right. You want me  to go into that 
room with all those kids, correct their disruptive 
behavior, observe them for signs of abuse, monitor 
their dress habits,  censor their T-shirt messages, 
and instill in them a love for learning. You want 
me  to check their backpacks for weapons, wage 
war on drugs and sexually transmitted diseases, 
and raise their sense of self-esteem and personal 
pride.  You want me to teach them patriotism and 
good citizenship, sportsmanship and fair  play, and 
how to register to vote, balance a checkbook, and 
apply for a job.  You want me to check their heads 
for lice, recognize signs of antisocial behavior, and 
make sure that they all pass the final exams.  You 
also want me to provide them with an equal 
education regardless of their  handicaps, and 
communicate regularly with their parents in English, 
Spanish or any other language, by letter, telephone, 
newsletter, and report card.  You want me to do all 
this with a piece of chalk, a blackboard, a bulletin 
board, a few books, a big smile, and a starting 
salary that qualifies me for food stamps.  You want 
me to do all this, and then you tell me......  
 

I CAN'T PRAY?  



AUGUST 2015 

Time August 2 August 9 August 16 August 23 August 30     

8:00 am          

Assistant Minister Ted Byram Dave Pittinger Mary Ellen Engler Suzy Schaeffer Dave Pittinger     

Communion Asst. Mary Ellen Engler Joan King Dave Pittinger Joan King Suzy Schaeffer     

Usher Vernon Miller Bill Carroll Doris Egbert Mary Fern Vernon Miller     

Altar Guild Susan Pittinger Linda Riehl Doris Egbert Susan Pittinger Linda Riehl     

Greeter 

 

Susan Pittinger Pat Carroll Mary Fern Mary Fern Linda Riehl     

10:30 am          

Assistant Minister Dave Bartges Sophia Riehl Jim Gelato Joanne Strunck Cathy Tice     

Communion Asst. Cathy Tice & 
Joanne Strunck 

Janet Gelato & 
Gene Schaffner 

Sophia Riehl & 
Cathy Tice 

Gene Schaffner & 
Jim Gelato 

Jim Gelato & 
Sophia Riehl 

    

Ushers Doug & Karyln 
Fields 

Bob & Char 
Jordan 

Hans & Judy  
Neas 

Tom Clarke & 
Wally Shifflett 

Andrea Booth & 
Louise Lauterbach 

    

Altar Guild Carol Agsten Deb Koerner Judy Neas Bev Stalnaker Gloria Naar     

Greeter Kay Gooden Hans & Judy 
Neas 

Carol Clarke Bev Stalnaker Don & Judy  

Striebig 

    

Counting Team 

 

Levine & Clarke Pittinger & 
Shifflett 

Sacona & 
Schaffner 

Bartges & 
Hennessey 

Neas & Fields     

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

   



This Calendar is Subject to Change. Please check before attending. 

 
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH –   AUGUST 2015 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Sat. 
       
       NO  
CHILDREN’s 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL IN 
AUGUST 

AA Meets  
Every Mon-
day & 
Thursday  
at 8:00 p.m. 

 
** 
Millsboro 
Country 
Kitchen 

   1 
  10 am  
Worship 
Service  
Atlantic 
Shores  

2 
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh.          
10:30 Worship 
 
12 Noon  
Open Forum 
With Lunch 

3 
9:30 am 
Service 
 
12N Bible 
Study 
 
1:30 pm Grief 
Support 

4 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
 
 
 

5 
9:30 am Knit & 
Crochet 
10:30 am 
Hospitality & 
Fellowship 
 
 
1:30-4:30 pm  
Cards H&F 

6 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
 
 

7 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study ended 
5/22; Come 
to August 9  
gathering at 
11:45 am! 
 
  

8 
  
 

9 
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh.          
10:30 Worship 
 
11:45 am Men’s 
Bible Study  
Regrouping  

10 
10 am Mutual 
Ministry 
12N Bible 
Study 
1:30 (CCC) 
Christian 
Communi- 
cations 
 

11 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
 
12 Noon Lay 
Visitation 
1 pm 
Council Mtg. 

12 
9:30 am Knit & 
Crochet 
 
 

13 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
10 am  
Anniversary 
Committee 
4 pm Communi-
cations Team 

14 

  
15              

16  
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh. 
10:30 Worship 

 

17 
12N Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
GRAPEVINE 
DEADLINE 

18 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
 
9:30 am 
Property / 
Silver Foxes 
 

19 

9:30 am Knit & 
Crochet 
 

1:30-4:30 pm  
Cards H&F 

20 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
 
10 am Friends 
in Christ 
 
1 pm Finance 

21 
 
 

22 

 

 

 

 
23  
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh. 
10:30 Worship 
_______________ 
30 
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh. 
10:30 Worship 

24 
12N Bible 
Study 
 
 
__________ 
31 
12N Bible 
Study 

25 

9:30 am 
Quilters 
 
1 pm EXCOM 
 
2 pm  
Worship & 
Music 
 

26 
9:30 am Knit & 
Crochet 
 
 
 
10:30 am 
Worship Svc. 
Renaissance  
 
 

27 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
 
 
 
NO Dinner 
Group in   
August  

28 
. 

29 
 
 


