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There will be ONE service at 10:30 a.m. on December 13th as 
a special Congregational Meeting is to be called for a very 
important event in the life and future of CLC. A coffee 
reception is  planned  after the meeting. 
 

On December 20th there will also be only ONE worship 
service at 10:30 a.m.  The choir will be presenting a special 
Christmas cantata as the worship format. The congregation 
and choir will be singing the great Christmas hymns as part of 
the cantata. 
 

Christmas Eve on December 24th at 7:00 p.m. will feature the 
wonderful candle light service. The entire Christmas story, 
with readings from the Gospels of John, Matthew and Luke, 
will guide us with the singing of our favorite Christmas carols 
and the telling of the story. 
 

It is my prayer that your hearts will be open to the greatest 
story ever told...the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
the Christ. 
 

May the anticipation of Advent and the joy of Christmas 
enliven your walk with Jesus. 
 

Blessings,   Pastor Skip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Dear Friends of Community Lutheran Church; 
 
As I write this letter, it is the middle of November. The other 
day I was on the phone to our vet’s clinic and was put on hold 
as the pre-recorded music began playing Christmas music. I 
was surprised because I was not expecting to hear Christmas 
music until after Thanksgiving. 
After my initial surprise, I started singing along with the 
music. There’s something about Christmas music that gives 
me comfort while reminding me of the real reason for the 
season. 
 

It was also a reminder to me of the busy time the next month 
and a half will be. Here at the church office we are busy 
getting ready for Advent services by drafting new bulletins for 
our Sundays and Wednesdays worship services. We have a 
very active adventure for our worship services: 
 

Deacon Jim has organized our Wednesday worship services 
under the theme of “Stir up your power, O Lord...” and he will 
bring the message on December 2nd, 9th, and 16th.  Don’t 
forget the soup supper we will share at 6:00 pm before each 
Wednesday’s worship at 7:00 p.m. 
 

During the Sundays in Advent, we will once again this year be 
using the Christmas Communion Liturgy. This was well 
received last year as we use familiar Christmas hymn 
melodies to move us through Holy Communion.  
 

On December 6th, we will utilize a “Lessons and Carols” 
worship format with readings and hymns that remind us of 
the anticipation and expectation the prophets and people 
had for the Messiah. Their cries of concern and hope are 
reminders that we too need this Messiah active in our lives 
and encourages us to open our hearts to the One who died to 
save the world. 
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Upcoming Events 
Advent begins November 29!  Soup & Service 
Wednesdays occur on December 2, 9, and 16.   
See article. 
 

December 5, 2015, first Saturday in December is 
our Annual Christmas Celebration; December 12 is 
an  afternoon  gathering,  December 13 is a  
Special Congregational Meeting (one service at 
10:30 a.m.), and December 20 is the Christmas 
Cantata (also one service at 10:30 a.m.).   
Planning not-so-far in advance: Lent begins 
February 10th.  See article. 
 

LIST OF NO MEETINGS IN DECEMBER 

Dec.   8  Stewardship and Council 
 10 Christen Communications 
 13/14 Bible Study 
 16 Hand & Foot Cards 
 17 Dinner Group 
 20/21 Bible Study 
 22 Quilters 
 23 Men’s Group and Soup & Service 
 24 Breakfast with Bob 
 27/28 Bible Study & Mutual Ministry 
 29 EXCOM 
 29 Quilters 

All Month—NO Children’s Sunday School 
 

 

Don’t Forget Special Congregational 
 Meeting December 13! 

As mentioned in the update from the Call 
Committee, this is to inform that there will be a 
Special Congregational meeting held on Sunday, 
December 13, in the Sanctuary, immediately 
following the 10:30 a.m. Liturgy to vote on whether 
to extend a Call to Reverend Mark D. Molter as 
pastor of Community Lutheran Church. 
Please note there will be only one service that day; 
and a coffee hour will be held in Luther Hall 
immediately following the meeting. 
Mark it on your calendars now:  Sunday, Dec. 13, 
Special Congregational Meeting.  All are welcomed, 
but only CLC members may vote. 

Congratulations 2016 Executive Committee! 
Council met on November 6 and 7 for their annual 
retreat, following the Congregational Annual 
Meeting on November 1.  At their gathering on 
November 1, Officers of the Council were elected. 
The results for our 2016 Executive Committee 
include Sandy Wachter-Myers as President, 
Cathy Kuntz  as Vice President, and Lonnie 
Riley as Secretary.  Outgoing President Ted 
Byram will remain on council through 2016. 
There is no change in Ministry assignments. 
 

December!  A Month of Coffee Hours!! 
First Sunday coffee hour move over!  December is 
coming and we have opportunity to gather for a 
coffee hour every Sunday!   
December 6 is our regular first-Sunday coffee hour.  
December 13, we’ll have a coffee hour following the 
Special Congregational meeting.  December 20, 
we’ll have a coffee hour following our Christmas 
Cantata.  And finally, on December 27, we will have 
a coffee hour to say thank-you to Pastor Skip for 
ministering to us for the past 15 months. 
Bring it on!! 

Knitting & Crocheting 
Our Knit & Crochet Team has changed their 
gathering day!  Beginning December 7, this group 
will meet every Monday beginning at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Choir-Ready/Sunday School room off the 
Narthex for knitting and crocheting to make prayer 
shawls and other ministry-related goods for the 
hospitalized and home-bound.  If you like to knit 
and crochet, plan to join this group.   

Annual Meeting Well Attended 
Over 60 disciples were in attendance at our Annual 
Meeting held on November 1 in Luther Hall 
immediately following the 10:30 p.m. service.  
Pastor Skip offered a prayer for the meal at the end 
of service.  The Hospitality & Fellowship Team 
hosted the meal; and it was enjoyed by all.   After 
all had been served, a declaration of quorum was 
confirmed by Lonnie Riley, Council Secretary and 
the meeting was called to order by Ted Byram, our 
Council President.  The congregation approved the 
minutes from 2014 and also approved the proposed 
budget for 2016.  Then the candidates for Council, 
Synod Assembly, and 2016 Nominating Committee 
were introduced and were voted in by acclamation.   
Updated information on the work of our ministries, 
the state of our church, and the work of our Call 
Committee was also provided.  The 2015 special 
Anniversary Edition of the Grapevine was 
distributed. 



From the  

First Tee 
 

Linda and I recently had the opportunity to attend the 
Marine Corp Marathon in Washington, DC. We observed 
30,000 people from every state in our nation and 30 plus 
countries from around the world run 26.2 miles through 
the streets of our nation’s capital. The oldest runner was 
82 and the youngest was 14. There were amputees in 
three wheeled devices, people being pushed who were 
unable to move their limbs to move themselves and 
people running barefoot. What an inspiration to see this 
mass of humanity run this grueling event. 

Our reason for attending was to observe my oldest 
daughter Holley complete this challenge. You see my 
daughter was never an athlete growing up she never 
played organized sports or competed against anyone. 
She was a scholar completing high school, college and 
received her CPA. She has survived a double 
mastectomy lost over 100 pounds and become a runner. 
She has completed numerous half marathons and many 
5K events. She did all of these things for unselfish 
reasons, not to be a great athlete or impress people, but 
for her family. She wanted to be around for her husband 
and see her children grow up, graduate and be 
successful. 

I tell you this story because it is a story of sacrifice and 
that is what our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ did for us 
by giving up his life on the cross. My daughter’s 
sacrifices are no way as great as Jesus’ but should be a 
reminder that sacrificing of oneself is what Jesus wants 
us to do. Follow in his footsteps and be disciples to all, 
sacrificing of our time, our treasures, and our talents. 

See You In Church,  Ted Byram 

 
 
 

 
GRAPEVINE DEADLINE 

Due to the Christmas Holidays the 
deadline will be Monday, Dec. 14th.  
Thanks in advance for your 
cooperation.   
Bev Stalnaker, Editor 

CLC DIRECTORY 
Gene & Connie Schaffner: 
geneshaff@mediacombb.net 
Eleanor Pavlik: 
Cell—302-569-0065 (see Kresge) 
Bev Stalnaker—cell only 302-858-6591(no home #)  
Kerry Shull—cell only 302-236-2053 (no home #) 
 

Please continue to report any changes or 
corrections to our Office Team as changes will be 
made regularly and updates issued on a current 
basis.  

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
The  Grief Support Group  will  meet  
December 7th at 1:30 p.m.    The 

Grief Support  group is simply a place for people 
feeling grief to gather and talk and listen and 
share.  The gatherings are open to anyone 
wanting support.  Facilitated by Sandra Wachter
-Myers, we are grounded in the love of God as 
revealed through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 
here to offer support, love, encouragement and 
a safe place for one to share.   
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thanks to everyone for the many Prayers, 
wishes and cards for my recovery from 
my recent surgery. 
Special thanks to Deacon Dave for his 
visits, Prayers, and Communion both  
pre-op and post-op. 
Bob Hagelstein 
 
 
Thanks to all for your prayers, cards, 
calls etc.  during my surgery and 
recovery.  Much appreciated. 
Judy Neas 



 
I decided to keep this heading again this 
month since, over the past 5 months, I have 
been taught a very important lesson. We are 
all familiar with the expression that God 
answers all prayers, but not necessarily in the 
way you expect or want. Well, this past 
summer I had a Jeremiah moment. I know I 
did, but the message that I thought God was 
giving me was different than what I thought. I 
misinterpreted the situation! In hindsight I can 
see the Holy Spirit at work, but I jumped the 
gun and ran loudly with the wrong aspect of 
the message. 
 

The details are not important, nor can be 
shared at this time, but let me say that I was 
in a social setting and the Holy Spirit literally 
lifted me out of my chair and sent me to talk 
with a stranger. After the brief discussion, I 
sensed what had happened and made 
assumptions about what it meant. I was 
partially correct, but as time passed the 
messages continued to come and I connected 
the dots all wrong. I thought I was prayerfully 
and patiently listening for God’s message for 
me, but I wasn’t. My Spiritual Discipline of 
patience and discernment had weakened. It 
was not until my understanding of the 
situation was proven to be wrong, that I was 
drawn to discern the error of my ways. I have 
done a lot of pondering about this and think I 

have come to understand how I went astray. 
By and large I let “me”, my ego, get in the 
way. I was just too anxious about “my” 
desired outcome and my third eye was closed.  
 

While I know there was a message for me in 
the situation, I now wonder if I was also just 
an instrument to help, assist, even bless, the 
stranger. It wasn’t about “me” at all, it was 
about the stranger. I now truly believe that 
this was true. The Holy Spirit was made real 
to the other person and that person knew 
almost immediately what had happened. 
Maybe in the future I will share the details, 
but for now the message is to have patience 
and through prayer and meditation listen for 
the Holy Spirit to guide your walk with God. 
 

I will close with another message that came to 
me last week. The only cartoon that I always 
read is “Get Fuzzy.” There are three main 
characters. A sarcastic, nasty and pushy cat 
called Bucky. A dumpy and not too smart 
hound dog named Satchel and the man 
owner named Rob. In this episode, Satchel is 
sitting in a chair at a table with pencil in 
hand scribbling in a notebook. Bucky says to 
him “AAAA. Go ahead and write your stupid 
little journal thingy. Who cares what you 
think anyway?” Bucky continues to listen to 
the scribbling sounds and curiosity gets the 
best of him. In the last scene Bucky is looking 
over the edge of the table and says “What are 
you writing? Stop it! Lemme see that!”  
  

I do pray that my stupid little journal 
scribbling are a blessing and entertainment 
for all who read my ponderings. But then I 
am simply the messenger and I pray that 
each month I get the message right and I 
have piqued your curiosity. 

 

From my Lily pad 
to yours, in the 
name of Christ 
and all the peace, 
love and welcome 
that he provides, 
Dave Bartges 
 (R. Jeremiah) 

 
  

   
 

        
PONDERINGS 

FROM 
A LILY PAD 

 
   



THE DEACONS’ TABLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT DOES A DEACON DO FOR THE CHURCH ? 
Each “Set Apart Deacon” actively working in a DE-MD Synod 
ELCA church has unique skills and a unique “Call by God” to 
perform his/her ministry.  My “Letter of Call” to Community 
Lutheran Church is specific in two areas, 1) provide a care 
ministry for this congregation as Leader of Lay Visitation 
Ministry Team providing the necessary environment to allow 
the LVM Team Members to minister to their assigned 
Disciples by attending to the spiritual needs of the Disciples of 
CLC, and 2) a care of ministry developing and working in/on 
projects that care for the community surrounding CLC thru 
our Service Team Ministry serving the needs of the 
surrounding communities and people living there. 
Today I will concentrate on my area 2 of call a care of ministry 
working in/on projects that care for the community 
surrounding CLC thru our Service Team Ministry.  The project 
I will discuss today is our newest project “FEED MY SHEEP”.  
This project has been on our (Service Team leadership 
agenda) for at least the last 9 months.  It began in earnest 
last year when a few of us went to St Peters in Ocean City for 
a training program covering volunteer’s best practices in 
Homeless Shelter situations.  Our hearts were inspired to 
serve the needs of those less fortunate than we are and thus I 
continued to keep my ear open for all information I could 
obtain on the homeless shelter in Bethany Beach.  Since I 
have been elected by CLC Council as CLC’s representative 
to the Christian Community of Churches (“CCC” formerly 
called Ministerium), I have direct access to CCC programs, 
pastors and churches while I attend the monthly CCC 
meetings.  It was at one of the CCC meetings where I have 
been lead to additional information on Soul Ministries, who 
operated the Bethany Beach Homeless Shelter last winter. 
I contacted Eric and Cherith Snyder of Soul Ministries, 
to set up a meeting to talk, explore possibilities and 
receive their information on Soul Ministries as well as 
deliver gently used clothing to them for use in their 
homeless ministry which they operate weekly.  Eric 
and Cherith go weekly, in the dark of the night, to the 

homeless tent cities in DE and MD taking hot food, 
clothing and the spirit of our Lord for the residents.  
This ministry is still being performed by Eric and Cherith 
currently along with a selection of supporting 
volunteers.  In addition, it is Cherith’s vision to one day 
have a shelter where homeless people can come to 
24/7-365 days of the year and feel safe and be cared 
for.  However, they realize it is necessary to take it one 
step at a time, which led to this year’s expansion of last 
year’s shelter operation plan from only open overnight 
to this year’s shelter operation plan of being open 24/7 
mid-Nov thru end-March 2016.  That is quite an 
expansion and undertaking.  With the shelter 
operations management performed by Soul Ministries 
last year and this year along with volunteers from CCC 
member churches, CLC being one of the churches.  The 
CCC churches are instrumental in filling/providing the 
necessary volunteers for the variety of needs including 
dinner and lunch meal preparation and delivery to the 
shelter as well as volunteers for life skills learning 
opportunities along with other educational classes 
being conducted during the day and which are being 
filled by volunteers side by side with various agency 
training scheduled by Cherith.  The goal by Cherith is to 
prepare the residents to re-enter the work force and 
return to society as a contributing member. 

Where does CLC fit in to this effort by Soul Ministries ?  Since 
providing meals was a primary need and CLC Disciples are 
good at cooking and providing meals for good causes, Dave 
sat with Cherith and scheduled CLC to supply meals on 
alternating vertical slices of Tuesdays one month and 
Thursdays the next month, back to Tuesdays and so on, for 
Nov, Dec, Jan, Feb, and Mar.  Why alternating Tuesday and 
Thursday/, so we would not always be cooking the same 
meals.  Cherith has assigned Pork to Tuesdays and Beef to 
Thursdays and other primary protein to other days which we 
are not providing. 

Dave then developed a schedule for volunteers to sign up in 
slots for dates with specified recipes which Dave and Pat 
developed and reviewed for cooking adequacy.  Then all that 
was needed, was filling the 76 slots where CLC disciples have 
volunteer opportunities between 11/17 when we cook and 
deliver our first meal to 3/29 when we cook and deliver our last 
meal.  Praise God, as of 11/5/15 all CLC disciple volunteer 
slots have been signed up and filled in by disciples of CLC.  
The response by CLC disciples has been awesome in support 
of this FEED MY SHEEP program.  Because this program 
spans such a long period back-up disciple volunteers was 
needed.  Therefore, in the event a CLC disciple volunteer is 
unable to perform the volunteer task he/she signed up to 
complete, we have additional disciple volunteers who signed 



up to serve as fill-in when one of the scheduled disciple 
volunteers is unable to perform his/her task on a future date.  
In order for this to function smoothly, we ask to be made 
aware of your schedule conflicts or inability to perform your 
scheduled cooking task in appropriate time for the fill-in 
disciple volunteers to purchase the needed supplies and cook 
the designated meal. 
In addition to all of our disciple volunteers cooking meals, 
Dave has volunteered to collect the meals at 5:30 pm from 
those that signed up for that day by CLC disciples, and 
deliver the CLC promised meals to the shelter on all of the 
days CLC is committed to serve.  Dave will also be leading 
devotions/bible study for the residents of the shelter on the 
days when CLC meals are delivered. 
In case you are wondering, there are still volunteer 
opportunities available for the 20 weeks the shelter is 
operational, contact Dave or Pat for details as to where you 
might be able to volunteer your time and talents for this most 
rewarding opportunity.   Remember Jesus said “What you do 
for the least of mine you do for me”. 
It is my trust that all Deacons and disciples working on teams 
lead by Deacons with the help of God and the Holy Spirit, be 
found faithful in serving Christ, in light of how Christ has 
served us in his life, death, and resurrection and may all 
Deacons and their teams of disciples continue to minister his 
mercy to others in Jesus’ example. 
I look forward to your personal inquiries and discussion on 
this FEED MY SHEEP program. 

May the grace, peace and mercy of Jesus be with you all,  

Serving in Jesus’ name, 
Dave Pittinger, Deacon of the OSSD 

********************************************************************** 
 
 

Replenishment to cover  
HVAC Costs 

As all were previously informed, we had to replace 
our HVAC units to the tune of $8,500.  While this 
unexpected expense was not budgeted for, there 
was enough in the budget to cover the cost.  
HOWEVER, it would be a plus to our financial 
health if we could replenish the funds expended.  
 

Notices requesting extra donations have been 
included in our Bulletin Inserts for the past two 
months.  To date, a total of $700 has been 
received.  Many thanks to the stewards who so 
graciously made extra donations. 

We still have $7,800 to go!  There’s lots of 
opportunity for everyone to make an extra donation 
(or two) towards offsetting this amount.  Please 
prayerfully consider making a donation.  Place your 
check in a ‘Love’ envelope, mark it “HVAC” and 
place it in the offering plate. 
All donations will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday, 
February 10, 2016 

 

We haven’t celebrated Christmas yet, but 
when you flip the calendar into 2016, you’ll 
see that there’s not much time before the 
Lent season begins!  We need to plan 
ahead for soup and service Wednesdays as 
well as arrange for ushers to serve. 
 

We will need ushers beginning Wednesday, 
February 10, and continuing every 
Wednesday through March 16.  We will also 
need ushers for Maundy Thursday, March 
24 and Good Friday, March 25.  Please 
prayerfully consider serving.  Sign-up sheets 
will be posted on the bulletin board in Luther 
Hall after Christmas. 
  

There will also be a sign-up sheet for 
making soup and bringing bread for our 
Wednesday Lenten meals before services.  
We will need soup and bread beginning 
Wednesday, February 17 and continuing 
through Wednesday, March 16.  It should be 
noted that on Wednesday, March 2, CLC will 
be hosting the Community of Christian 
Churches (formerly Ministerium) for the 
Wednesday Lenten Meal and Service.  No 
meals are prepared during Holy Week. 



 

  



 Attention Thrivent Financial Members 

If you have recently become a member of CLC or are anticipating becoming a 
member of CLC and you are a Thrivent Financial (TF) member, either Benefit 
or Associate, it is important that you be sure that TF has you assigned to CLC. 
You personally need to call TF as follows: 

 Call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836 

 Say “Fraternal” when prompted. 

 They sometimes ask for the last 4 digits of your SS number 

 When you reach a “real” person, tell them that you are assigned to a 
wrong church or that you are not assigned to any church and you want to be 
assigned to Community LC. 

[Note: as your TF advocate, I do not have any access to this confidential 
information.] 

Further, if you are a Benefit member, you have the opportunity to assign 
Thrivent Choice dollars to CLC. Benefit members are those who own 
insurance products with TF. You may accomplish this either by calling TF at 
the number listed above or, if you have an on-line account with TF, you may 
make this assignment from that account. 

We are blessed to have a new TF representative in this area. Marshall 
Steinman can help administer your existing accounts with TF and can certainly 
assist you in reviewing your financial needs. He can be reached at 302-858-
6210. 

If you have any questions about the above, feel free to contact me. 

Dave Bartges, TF Advocate for CLC (302-537-1236)  

 
                    THRIVENT  
                        FINANCIAL 

 
 
 
**************************************************************************** 

 
 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES 
TO HANS AND JUDY NEAS 

 
 

Hans’ mother, Freida, who was 106 years old,  
died on November 13, 2015. 

Christmas Cantata  
on December 20 

A cantata is a musical 
composition consisting 
of vocal solos, 
choruses, etc. often 
with instrumental 
accompaniment used 
as a setting for a story 
to be sung but not 
acted. 

This year’s Christmas 
Cantata, Let There Be 
Christmas by Joseph 
M. Martin, will be 
presented by our Choir 
during our Liturgy on 
Sunday, December 20.  
There will be only one 
Liturgy that day at 
10:30 a.m.  A coffee-
hour reception will 
follow immediately 
after service in Luther 
Hall. 



Council 
Highlights 
Nov. 10, 2015 

 
  
 
 

Friday night of our council retreat we elected the 2016 
officers.  They are Sandra Wachter-Myers, president, 
Cathy Kunst, vice president, and Lonnie Riley, 
secretary. 

Saturday we had the pleasure of having Pastor Ron 
Schlak conduct a seminar about Healthy 
Congregations.  This seminar reinforced the book that 
council has been reading and discussing as part of their 
Bible Study.  The book’s theme is as members of the 
church in a leadership position, we should model what 
it is to have healthy relationships so that we have a 
heathy congregation.   

A secretary, Delores Austin, has been hired for the 
office. 

There are several dates and changes to our regular 
worship that the congregation needs to be aware of.  
Please make a note on calendar: 

November 22nd – Commitment Sunday.  Place your 
commitment cards in the collection plate. 

December 6th – regular services with a coffee hour after 
the 10:30 a.m. service. 

December 13th – one service only at 10:30 a.m.  Mark 
Molter, the candidate for Pastor, will preach.  A 
congregational meeting will be held after the service to 
vote.  There will be a coffee hour after the vote. 

December 20th –one service only 10:30 a.m. The 
Christmas Cantata.  There will be a coffee hour after 
the service. 

December 27th – There will be a coffee hour after the 
10:30 a.m. service as a thank you to Pastor Skip. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Lonnie Riley, Secretary 
 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 
   As of October 31,  2015 

Income Compared to Budget:              

      Received         $151,643 
      Budgeted         $146,041 
      Difference            $5,602   
Actual Income and Expense: 
      Income          $151,643  
      Expense          $136,918 
      Difference           $14,725 
 

Thank you for your gifts in support of CLC. 

 
 
Please note that there 
will be NO Children’s 
Sunday school offered 
in the month of 
December.  Children’s 

Sunday school will resume on 
January 3, 2016. 
 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY 

Gracious Father, we offer with JOY and 
THANKSGIVING what you have first given 
us—ourselves, our time and our 
possessions, signs of your gracious love… 
(LBW p 108) 

Sunday November 22 is Commitment 
Sunday.  Each member is asked to 
complete a commitment card, place one 
side of the card in an envelope (you keep 
the other side for your records) and place it 
in the basket that is provided on this 
Sunday.  Cards will be available all of 
November.  You are asked to prayerfully 
consider how to increase your giving to CLC 
in 2016.  God’s work, Our Hands:  God’s 
ministry includes our financial support 
through giving.   



 
 

Update from the Call 
Committee 

 

 

 

In the November Grapevine, we reported that 
after months of prayerful waiting, the Spirit 
brought us a Candidate!  The Call Committee 
swung back into action to prepare a schedule 
to interview the Candidate the weekend of 
November 13. 
 

It was, to say the least, a full and busy 
weekend!  After meeting the candidate and 
spouse, socializing with members of the Call 
Committee and EXCOM, interviewing, touring 
Community, and preaching at St. Peter’s in 
Ocean City (to which Call Committee members 
attended one or two of the three services 
offered), the Call Committee met on Sunday 
afternoon, November 15, to deliberate on 
whether or not to recommend the candidate to 
Council.  After much discussion, the Spirit 
moved us to a unanimous consensus to make 
the recommendation to Council.  A stand-by 
Council meeting scheduled for 3:30 pm was 
activated.  The Candidate was notified to come 
to Community and meet with Pastor Skip 
while the Call Committee addressed Council.  
The Candidate and spouse were then 
introduced to Council and time was allowed 
for get-to-know-you questions.  After being 
escorted back to Pastor Skip’s office, Council 
discussed the recommendation and voted 
unanimously to concur in the Call 
Committee’s recommendation.  

Our Candidate is Mark D. Molter. 
 

Reverend Molter has been invited to return to 
Community on December 13 when he will 
preach to us.  There will be one Liturgy that 
day at 10:30 a.m. after which a Special 
Congregational meeting will be called in the 
Sanctuary for the sole purpose of voting on 
whether or not to extend a Call.  A coffee hour 
will follow in Luther Hall immediately 
following the meeting. 

We continue to stay the course in prayer in 
hopes that the Holy Spirit will continue to 
guide us and Reverend Molter through this 
process.  In the interim, Pastor Skip will  
continue to serve us as our interim Pastor; 
and his contract with us will be renewed on a 
month-to-month basis through the end of this 
year. 
 

Do not hesitate to contact anyone on the Call 
Committee or Executive Committee with any 
questions concerning this most important task 
before us. 

 

We Are Called! 
We, at Community, have accomplished much in the 
past twenty years.  Consider the growth in our 
membership.  Consider all who have come together 
to give their time, talents, and treasures in the name 
of doing God’s work with our hands.  Consider 
what an accomplishment for a small church to have 
Set Apart not one, but two Deacons!  Consider the 
teams that keep our ministries vibrant and 
successful. 
 

We thank God for our many talents and blessing us 
with good pastors, music directors and strong lay 
leadership to bring us forth to where we are today.  
But what about tomorrow, the next day, and the 
next year??  There are many opportunities to be an 
understudy to perform key functions at 
Community from developing the weekly Bulletin 
and Bulletin Insert, learning our membership 
program, learning our financial systems, being a 
liaison with Thrivent Financial, monitoring our 
Blog and website, and taking pictures and videos of 
special events, to name just a few. 
 

We need to recognize that no one is indispensable; 
and if we do not make a conscious effort for 
succession planning, we run the risk of regressing, 
rather than progressing in the management of our 
church.   Consider getting involved!  There’s a 
function to match all talents; and ALL talents are 
welcome!!!   Talk to anyone on the Executive 
Committee or Council to express your interest in 
being among those who want to insure the success 
of our future! 

 



Annual Christmas Celebration 
Our Annual Christmas Celebration is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 5,  
in Luther Hall  beginning  at 12 Noon.  
A sign-up sheet is posted on the 
bulletin board in Luther Hall. 
Once again, the fare will be pot-luck.  When 
signing up, please indicate what kind of dish you 
plan to bring (hors d’oeuvres, vegetable, salad, 
main course, dessert).  Coffee and tea will be 
provided. 
As always, we will also have a show to present.  
So, if you have a poem, story, song or something 
to share, contact our talent scouts, Irene Getz, 
Ruth Sacona or Rose Troutman. It’s always great 
fun. 
December brings with it the end of the year, a 
time when school budgets begin to dwindle and 
teachers often have to pay for to purchase 
depleted supplies.  So, at our Christmas 
gathering, we will once again be collecting 
supplies for the teachers to include items such as 
paper towels, Handi wipes, spray disinfectant, 
hand sanitizers, post-it notes, and Kleenex. Any 
and all donations are appreciated! Your 
contributions are very much appreciated. 
 

 

Soup & Service 
Wednesdays 

During Advent 
 
Advent begins November 29.  Soup and Service 
Wednesdays will be held on December 2, 9, 16.  
Please consider making a pot of soup or bringing 
bread for one of those Wednesdays.  The meal 
begins at 6:00 p.m. in Luther Hall.  Service 
commences at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  A sign
-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in Luther 
Hall.   
 
 
 
 
Also, Christmas Eve service will be on Thursday, 
December 24, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (no soup).  
Mark your calendars now for the holiday season 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Gordon Naar and Bev Stalnaker we now 
have a meaningful logo for what we all do here at 
CLC.  As the Spirit leads us in this mission, we pray 
that as we feed God’s people food, the Holy Spirit 
will be feeding their hearts and minds with His love 
and grace. 

We want to thank you for all donations of food and 
money that allows us to continue this mission.  Our 
next Food Service project will be Thanksgiving, to 
be quickly  followed  by Christmas.   

Continued Food Service Needs:  

CEREAL - HOT and COLD                                                                                            
CANNED FRUIT and JUICES                                                                                            
GRANOLA and BREAKFAST BARS 

CANNED VEGETABLES OF ALL KINDS                                                                              
CANNED STEWS                                                                                                                            
CANNED POULTRY                                                                                                                  
PASTA                                                                                                                                            
TOMATOE SAUCE WITH MEAT                          

PEANUT BUTTER and JELLY                                                                                                
CANNED LUNCHEON MEATS - SPAM, CHICKEN                                                                       
CANNED TUNA                                                                                                                     
SOUPS, esp. with MEAT and VEGETABLES 

PAPER TOWELS                                                             
SHAMPOO                                    TISSUES                                                                          
TOOTH PASTE and BRUSHES     TOILET PAPER                                                               
DEODORANT                                LAUNDRY SOAP                                                            
BAR SOAP 

If a monetary gift is easier for you, just write “Food 
Service” on the outside of love envelope. 
Food requests taken Monday - Thursday   
9a.m. to 12 p.m. only.  Please call 302-732-1156 for 
an appointment.  Dick Riehl, Hans Neas,  
Larry Forster and MaryEllen Engler  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re Hiring a Part-Time Secretary 
 

With growing demands on our faithful servant 
Office Team, it quickly became clear that the 
scope of work and responsibilities far exceeded 
that anticipated when volunteers stepped 
forward to ‘help out in the office’. 
 

The weekly preparation of our worship 
Bulletin, Bulletin Insert, preparation for holy 
seasons, offering support to a pastor and 
music director, preparing for a new pastor, 
and with computerized church records 
maintained by others led us to acknowledge 
that a separate position was needed. 
After much discussion and review, Council 
approved the hiring of a part-time secretary to 
the pastor to work in tandum with our faithful 
servants who will continue to provide clerical 
support.  A position description was 
developed, vetted with the Office Team, 
approved, and posted on CLC’s website.  Ads 
were placed in the Wave and Coastal Point for 
three weeks and in the DE/MD Synod e-letter.  
The advertising resulted in the receipt of eight 
resumes.   
 

An Interview Team consisting of Pastor (also 
representing Mutual Ministry), Ted Byram 
(EXCOM) and Sophia Riehl (Resource 
Management) met to review the resumes and 
establish interview dates.  The eight resumes 
received were narrowed down to two where the 
candidates possessed the appropriate 
secretarial skills.  
 

The successful candidate is Delores 
(Dee) Austin; and she will begin on 
Monday, November 23.  Join us in 
welcoming her! 

DECEMBER 2015 
Birthdays: 
Esther Lupton   2 
Gordon Naar    7 
Tom Clarke    8 
Melinda Forster   8 
Kelsey Magill  16 
Dave Pittinger 20 
Gary Scott  22 
Judy Neas  24 
 
Anniversaries:   
Bev Stalnaker & Kerry Shull     2 
Bill & Lynda Daywalt       8 
Dick & Carrie Kauffman    12    
Gene & Connie Schaffner    14 
 

If your birthday or anniversary 
 is not shown please  

give to the church office, write on page on 
bulletin board or send info to: 

beverlystalnaker615@gmail.com 
 
 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles  
and Weekly Bulletins 

 
Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and 
bulletins each week are available!   
 
Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize or 
honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and flowers 
is $26 you can also split with someone else and pay 
$13 each (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board 
in Luther Hall).  To pay for sponsorship, place your 
check or cash in an offering envelope and mark it 
with your name and “flowers”, “bulletin”, or “candle” 
and place in the offering plate.   
 
 
 
 

 
QUILTING  NEEDS: 

 We are in need of blankets, mattress covers, 
sheets (no white), or any material pieces you 
may have handy.  Any questions please 
contact  Bev Stalnaker.  Thanks.   



 
Ten Stewardship Principles 

 

 

As baptized members of the body 
of Christ, we gratefully confess 
Jesus as our Lord and Savior. We 

boldly proclaim the gospel as the Word of God.  We 
clearly recognize the gifts that God has first given 
us through grace, and we joyfully accept our role 
and responsibility as stewards. 
 

There are ten principles that provide a foundation 
for the life of a faithful and generous steward.  
Principle 1-8 were included in the Grapevine April 
through November.  They were 1) respond 
gratefully; 2) obey responsibly; 3) sacrifice 
proportionately; 4) give willingly; 5) share 
abundantly; and 6) give proportionately.  Principle 
#7, commit intentionally. and #8, contribute 
regularly.  Principle #9, Live genuinely, is shown 
below. The remaining principle will be included in 
the January issue of the Grapevine. 
Stewardship Principle #9:  Live genuinely means 
putting your faith into action.  This is the tangible 
demonstration of what is sincerely on our hearts 
and where our treasure is, not simply a verbal 
expression.  The Macedonians set an example that 
Paul called to the attention of the Corinthians. “I am 
testing the genuineness of your love against the 
earnestness of others.” [2 Corinthians 8:8] 
 
 

JUST FOR THE HEALTH OF IT!! 
Body Facts:  
 During your lifetime, you will produce enough 

saliva to fill two swimming pools.  Actually, 
saliva is more important than you realize.  If 
your saliva cannot dissolve something, you 
cannot taste it. 

 The strongest muscle in the human body is the 
tongue and the hardest bone is the jawbone. 

 Human feet have 52 bones, accounting for one 
quarter of all the human body’s bones. 

 Feet have 5000,000 sweat glands and can 
produce more than a pint of sweat a day. 

 Sneezes regularly exceed 100 mph, while 
coughs clock in at about 60 mph. 

 Your body has enough iron in it to make a nail  
      3 inches long. 
 

Attention All Ushers 
 

Advent begins right after Thanksgiving; and that 
means Soup & Service Wednesdays.  Faithful 
servants have already stepped forward to serve on 
December 2, 9, 16, and Christmas Eve, December 
24.  Many, many thanks to all who stepped forward 
to serve in this important ministry. 
 

Also, the 2016 schedules will be compiled soon.  
For ushers serving at the 10:30 a.m. service, please 
contact Dick Riehl to let him know of any dates you 
are not available to serve; for ushers serving at the 
8:00 a.m. service, please contact Deacon Jim 
Gelato. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What Happened to Clean  
the Lord’s House Day??!! 

 

Clean the Lord’s House Day is an event 
scheduled twice a year – once before Easter 
and again before Christmas – where all faithful 
servants are called upon to give God’s House a 
thorough cleaning from top to bottom and into 
every nook and cranny.  This is in addition to 
the regular cleaning we have done on a bi-
weekly basis. 
Because Lent begins in February of 2016 and 
a month later we’ll be scheduling a Clean the 
Lord’s House Day, it was decided to forego the 
event for Christmas.  Our next Clean the 
Lord’s House Day is therefore scheduled for 
Friday, March 18, 2016 beginning at 9 a.m.  
Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin 
board in Luther Hall after January 1. 
In order to provide an even break between the 
two Clean the Lord’s House Days held every 
year, the second event will be before 
Reformation on Friday, October 28, 2016, to 
ready God’s House for the upcoming holiday 
season. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TURN OFF LIGHTS AS YOU 
LEAVE THE SOCIAL HALL AND NARTHEX.    THANKS. 



DECEMBER 2015 

Time Dec. 6 Dec. 13 Dec. 20 Dec. 24 Dec. 27     

8:00 a.m.    7:00 p.m.      

Assistant Minister Dave Pittinger Suzy Schaeffer CHRISTMAS Christmas Eve Ted Byram     

Communion Asst. Ted Byram Dave Pittinger CANTATA  Mary Ellen 
Engler 

    

Usher Bill Carroll Vernon Miller NO   Linda Byram     

Altar Guild Linda Byram Susan Pittinger 8 AM  Linda Riehl     

Greeter 

 

Pat Carroll 
 
 

Mary Fern SERVICE  Doris Egbert     

10:30 a.m.    7:00 p.m.      

Assistant Minister Cathy Tice Joanne Strunck Jim Gelato Sophia Riehl Jim Gelato     

Communion Asst. Jim Gelato & 
Sophia Riehl 

Dave Bartges & 
Jim Gelato 

Cathy Tice & 
Mary Ellen Engler 

Mary Ellen Engler 
& Jim Gelato 

Sophia Riehl 
& Gene 
Schaffner 

    

Ushers Tom Clarke  & 
Dick Riehl 
 

Hans & Judy 
Neas 

Gene Schaffner & 
Dick Riehl 

Vernon Miller 
& Ted Byram 

Gary Tice & 
Gordon Naar 

    

Altar Guild Gloria Naar Carol Agsten Karlyn Fields Bev Stalnaker Lesley Shuey     

Greeter Don & Judy 
Striebig 

Carol Clarke Bev Stalnaker _ Judy & Hans 
Neas 

    

Counting Team 

 

Bartges & 
Hennessey 

Neas & Fields Levine & Clarke _ Pittinger & 
Shifflett 

    

          

Advent Service 
Wed. 7 p.m. 

Ushers 

Dec. 2 
Doris Egbert 

& 
Lesley Shuey 

Dec. 9 
Hans Neas & 

Nancy Warner 

Dec. 16 
Mary Fern & 

Wally Shifflett 

      

          

          

          

          

          

   



 
 
 

This Calendar is Subject to Change. Please check before attending. 

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH –  DECEMBER 2015 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Sat. 
              
AA Meets 

Every 
Monday & 
Thursday 

at 8:00 p.m. 

**Breakfast 
with Bob is 
at the 
Country 
Kitchen in 
Millsboro, DE 
  
**12/2, 9 & 16 
Soup/Service 

1 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
  
  
  

2 8:15 am 
Men’s Group 

 

10:30 Hospitality 
 

1:30-4:30Cards  
5 pm Choir   
Rehearsal*** 
 

6 pm Soup** 
7 pm Service** 

3 
 8 am 
Breakfast With 
Bob 
  

4 
 
10 am set 
up    for 
Christmas 
Celebration 
on Saturday  

5  10 am 
Worship @ 
Atlantic 
Shores 
************* 
 
12 Noon 
Christmas 
Party  CLC 

6 
8 am Worship 
9  Bible Study 
9 Choir Reh 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
First Sunday 
Coffee Hour 

7 
9:30 am 
Service 
9 Choir Reh. 
 

9:30 Knitting 

12 Noon 
Bible Study  
  

1:30 Grief 
Support 

8 
 9:30 am 
Quilters 
 
 
 
 

12 Noon Lay 
Visitation 
 
 
 

9 8:15 Men’s 
Group 

 
 

5 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
  
6 pm Soup** 
7 pm Service** 

10 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  **  
  
 
 

11 
  
  
  
  

12 
 
2:30-4:30 pm 
 Luther Hall 
Meet &Greet 
Candidate 
Mark Molter 
  

  

13 
ONE SERVICE 
At 10:30 am 
 

9 Choir Reh.  
 

Special 
Congregation. 
Mtg. After 
Service  & 
Coffee Hour 

14 
9:30 Knitting 
 
  
  
 GRAPEVINE 
DEADLINE 

 

Early due to 
Holiday 

15 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
  

16   8:15 Men’s 
Group 
 

 
 

 5 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
  

6 pm Soup** 
7 pm Service** 

17 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
  
10 am Friends 
in Christ 
  
1 pm Finance 

18 

  
19 

20 
9am Choir 
Reh. 
 

ONE SERVICE 
At 10:30 am 
Christmas 
Cantata 
 

 
 Coffee Hour 

  

21 
9:30 Knitting 
 
 
  
 

22 
 
  
 2 pm 
Worship & 
Music 

23  
 
 

24 
  
 7:00 pm 
Liturgy 
Christmas 
Eve 

25 
  
  

Christmas 
Day 

26 

  
  
  
  

27 
8 am Worship 
9 am Choir 
Rehearse 
10:30 Worship 
 
Coffee Hour 
  
  

28 
 
 
  
   
  

29 
  
 

30  8:15 Men’s 
Group 
   
10:30 am 
Worship Svc 
@Renaissance 
  
 
1:30-4:30Cards 

31 
 
  
New Year’s 

Eve 

    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 


