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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Lots of things are happening here at Community. We have had quite a few new visitors in the past month 
or so. In August we will formally welcome 4 new members to be part of our community. How amazing is the 
Holy Spirit to continues to send people to be a part of our community. I would encourage all of you be 
intentional about getting to know everyone walks into the doors of our church. Listen to their stories and tell 
them how they can be a part of our story here. 
 

As the council looks at how we can move forward in faith. One of the things we discussed is the amazing 
ministries our two deacons do. We do church together and I am proud of the work they do.  
 

Deacon Dave Pittinger has done an amazing job fostering our work with the homeless, he leads the Men’s 
Bible Study and he organizes our lay visitation team. I encourage each and everyone of you to find out 
what’s going on and join in fun. We had a few members go with Soul Ministries as then went to delivered 
food and fellowship to some of the motels and homeless camps. What amazing stories of God’s grace. 
Dave also is hosting a opportunity to be a part of a lecture on Spirituality with Richard Rohr called 
Conspire. Please sign-up if you are interested.  
 

Deacon Jim Gelato does an amazing job organizing worship here at CLC as well as at Atlantic Shores and 
the Renaissance facility in Millsboro. Did you know that we have 35-40 disciples who come to hear God’s 
word and receive communion when we go to these communities once a month? Please talk to Jim or better 
yet go with him to help lead worship. God is doing an amazing thing. Jim also leads our Bible Study 
discussions on Monday at noon. I am always delighted to hear how lively the discussions and how they are 
inspired in their faith. If you don’t already go, know you are certainly invited. 
 

We are so thankful for their work and ministry. When I talk to both of them their biggest hope is that all of 
you would join in their efforts to serve. They don’t see what they do as just their ministry. It is our ministry 
together and part of who we are and should be. 
 

So I have some homework for you this month. How do you serve this church and community? Share what 
you do and invite others to join you. Go ask someone what they do and ask how you can join them! God 
calls us to serve. How is God calling you? 
 
 
Mark D. Molter 
Community Lutheran Church 
Frankford, DE 
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor 
Office (302) 732-1156 

mailto:clcomar@mchsi.com


 
 
 
 

President’s Ponderings…Ponder anew, what the 
Almighty can do. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I (we) stand; all other 
ground is seeking sand, all other ground is seeking 
sand. (Refrain of My Hope is Built on Nothing Less) 

Pondering these “Ponderings” I have reviewed a 
little book by Dietrich Bonhoeffer; Life Together.  I 
turned to this writing as I considered this community 
we call Community Lutheran. As your church 
council has worked on developing our ‘Pathways to 
the Future’, I am increasingly aware of our 
differences.  We do not all think the same way.  We 
do not all agree on what we should be planning. We 
each have our own opinions and preferences.  I 
believe the council reflects the congregation as a 
whole.  We rely on our own strengths and we are 
blind to our own weakness.  My beloved sisters and 
brothers, we cannot maintain our fellowship by our 
own will or effort.  It is Jesus Christ and Jesus 
Christ alone who calls us into fellowship and he 
gathers us together even with all our differences.  
Thanks be to God, Christ uses all, the good and the 
bad, when we seek his light to guide us.  This 
happens within Christ’s fellowship. 

Bonhoeffer writes; So between the death of Christ 
and the Last Day it is only by a gracious anticipation 
of the last things that Christians are privileged to 

live in visible fellowship with other Christian.  It 
is by the grace of God that a congregation is 
permitted to gather visibly in this world to share 
God’s Word and sacrament... the visible fellowship 
is a blessing. (Life Together, Community)  

It is a blessing that we gather as Christ’s body.  We 
have an obligation to honor this body as we are the 
family of grace…God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  
When we falter, we seek Christ.  When we 
experience division, we seek Christ.  As we gather 
to receive the meal of grace, we do so as a body of 
Christ.  Christ unites us.   

You and I need to take care to build up this body.    
We receive the strength to do this by standing on 
Christ our solid rock. 

Your sister in service to Christ,  

Sandra Wachter-Myers, Council President 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

CLC Family: 

Thank you all so much for your 
prayers, cards and calls during 
Gloria’s illness and subsequent 
death.   

PLEASE JOIN OUR FAMILY  

FOR GLORIA NAAR’S 

MEMORIAL SERVICE  at CLC 

 ON FRIDAY,  AUGUST 5TH   

AT  4:00 P.M. 

Gordon Naar and Family 



THE DEACONS’ TABLE  

  
 
 

Feed God's People - Summer Ministry 
 

We here in CLC have been working with Soul Ministries - Homeless Ministry 
beginning back in October 2015 supporting the Bethany Beach Stone House Shelter.  
Our supporting ministry has been, to provide food, presence and Jesus at every 
opportunity. 

The Feed God's People - Summer Ministry has been providing on the second the 
fourth Thursday's, food, presence, discussion and a bit of Jesus to those living in 
motels, or tents.  This past Thursday there were four CLC Disciples who accompanied 
the Soul Ministry House of Mercy visitation team by going to where they reside. 

This a Ministry of presence, it is not about the food, it is about the interface between 
our representatives and the residents we are visiting.  Some are hungry for our 
presence, some are hungry for food for the body and there are some hungry for food 
for the soul, Jesus has come to the gathering. 

There is a need here in Lower Sussex County for this ministry as observed during our 
trips on the road on Thursday nights.  This sputtering economy is not reducing the 
number of homeless in this county as we have observed.  The ministry continues to 
need donations of gently used clothing, pop-top cans of protein, batteries, flashlights, 
blankets, sleeping bags, sox, personal items (tooth paste, tooth brush, mouth wash 
personal size), and other donations noted in weekly worship bulletin.  Place donations 
(marked homeless) on the Service collection counter. 

Anyone who may have an interest in coming with Deacon Dave on second and/or 
fourth Thursday night's please call on my cell at (302) 841-0561.  This ministry will 
humble you, and inspire you to want to do more for the least of Jesus's people.  Thank 
you for your continued support toward this ministry and I look forward to seeing you on 
one of our road visitation ministry trips.  God's Blessings to all. 

Deacon Dave, member of the Order of Saint Stephen Deacon 
Serving God's Call at CLC 



 
Council 

Highlights 
Of Meeting 

July 12, 2016 
 

 

Our Bible study chapter this month was on 
forgiveness.  Forgiving does not mean that we 
have to forget the incident that we are forgiving but 
we can move forward in the relationship. 

Pastor’s Report - We will be accepting two new 
members, Patricia and Julia McMullen.  Pastor 
would appreciate any feedback that anyone may 
have about the healing service.  Look for details of 
a healing service in the future. 

The Helping Ministry has been receiving monies 
for several years from the Ravens Roost.  Bill and 
Pat Carroll will be accepting an award of $2,540 to 
be used for their outreach ministry. 

Worship and Music announced that there will be a 
change in the Liturgy starting September 4.  
During the Sunday’s of Advent we will use the 
Carols Liturgy and the mid-week Services will use 
the “Holden Evening Prayer.”  In addition to 
Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 PM, there will be a 
9:00 AM service on Christmas Day. 

For the newer members of our congregation the 
planning for our future is known as Pathways to 
the Future.  In the past this planning was done by 
a committee of members from the congregation.  
Rather than having another committee this 
planning is being done by the council.  We spend 
20 minutes of every council meeting discussing 
this planning.  We are developing our plans using 
the model from Synod “Forward in Faith.”  This 
model outlines four ways the Holy Spirit is to lead 
us:  the Way of Discipleship, the Way of 
Connectedness, the Way of Communication, and 
the Way of Leadership.   

The Way of Discipleship – We will support the Soul 
Ministry and House of Mercy. 

The Way of Connectedness – We want to share 
more of the stories of the people who help with 
Soul Ministry and the Clothing Closet at John M. 
Clayton Elementary.     

The Way of Communication – We want to share 
stories about the House of Mercy and any special 
events we are planning in the Synod newsletter 
and with our Delmarva congregations. 

The Way of Leadership – How can we increase 
our Spiritual Life?  Council is already given a 
prayer list monthly where we are praying for each 
other, an alphabetical break down of members in 
our congregation, which changes monthly, and 
Ministry goals and specifics. 

Respectfully Submitted,   
Lonnie Riley, Secretary 
 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 
   As of June30, 2016 

Income Compared to Budget:              
 Received  $95,952 
 Budgeted  $95,197 
 Difference      ( $755 )      
 

Actual Income and Expense: 
  Received    $95,952 
  Expenses    $100,120 
  Difference          (  $4,168 ) 

Thanks for your continued support. 
 

COUNCIL 
Nominees Needed! 

Do you remember that Uncle Sam poster where 
he is pointing and saying “Uncle Sam Wants You” 
or the Marine Corp ad looking for a few good 
men?” Well, CLC is looking for a few good men 
and women to serve on the Church Council. It 
only takes a couple of days a month for meetings 
and writing a short report for Council. So please 
prayerfully consider serving. It’s rewarding, and, in 
this case, “CLC Needs You.”  

If you are interested, please contact any 
member of Church Council or call  

Ted Byram (302-945-2262) 



 
 
 

WOMEN’S 
SPIRITUALITY  

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY meets on the 4th 
Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  
Sandra Wachter-Myers serves as the 
facilitator.  The purpose of this group is for 
women to gather to support one another.  
Our lives include experiences of loss and 
diminishment as well as joy and wellbeing.  
With the help of the Holy Spirit, and through 
conversation, prayer and inspired writings 
Women’s Spirituality is a safe place to come 
for encouragement and inspiration.   

 

Thank you for all of your 
prayers, get well cards, and 
phone calls while I was in 
the hospital.  Looks like all 

these things worked out and I’m on the 
mend.      Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25: 
THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 

“Thanksgiving” Sunday is a day to bring our 
Thanksgiving Offerings as special gifts.  You are 
invited to prayerfully consider your financial 
commitment for 2017 and plan your gifts to support 
our Emergency Food Ministry and additional 
Service Team projects.  More information is coming 
in September. 

Merciful Father, we offer with you and thanksgiving 
what you have first given us—ourselves, our time 
and our possessions, sign of your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of him who offered 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
 
 

Ways That You Can Help  
Our Deacons 

 

As part of Council’s discussion of Pathways to the 
Future the question was asked, “What can we do to 
help our Deacons?” 
 

For those who don’t know our Deacons are Deacon 
Dave and Deacon Jim.  When assisting with service 
they are the assistants that wear a diagonal stole.  
They have committed themselves to serve in 
outreach programs.  Deacon Dave has found his 
calling to serve with the homeless through Soul 
Ministry, while Deacon Jim has found his calling to 
serve with Worship particularly our Fellow Disciples 
in Renaissance and Atlantic Shores Nursing 
Homes.  So back to the question, “What can we do 
to help our Deacons?” 
 

Deacon Dave can use your help in going along on 
the Outreach Visitations, volunteering to be a back 
up cook, or donating items that are listed in the 
weekly bulletin.  He has opportunities to help him in 
the weekly bulletin under “Feed God’s People 
Summer Ministry Program.” 
 

Deacon Jim can use your help with conducting 
Service at Renaissance and Atlantic Shores 
Nursing Homes.  The Renaissance Service is the 
last Wednesday of the month at 10:30 AM and the 
Atlantic Shores Service is the first Saturday of the 
month at 10:00 AM.  At each of these Nursing 
Homes Jim and his helpers hold a service for an 
average of 35 fellow disciples.  See Deacon Jim if 
you are interested.  Another way to help is to 
volunteer  to  usher at either the 8:00 AM or 10:30 
AM service, see “Can You Spare One Sunday” in 
your weekly bulletin for more details.  
 

Lonnie Riley, Christian Communications 



Attention All Ushers 
 

The 2016 schedules are compiled monthly.  For 
ushers serving at the 10:30 service, please contact 
Dick Riehl to let him know of any dates you are 
not available to serve; for ushers serving at the 
8:00 service, please contact Deacon Jim 
Gelato. 
Many thanks to all who continue to serve in this 
very important role. 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 
Thanks to all our Altar Guild members for your 
continued service.  We are in need of more 
members.  Please see me about joining this group.    
Thanks, Bev Stalnaker 
 

                                
DIRECTORY UPDATES 
    
Looking  toward  our          
bi-annual update of CLC's 
“Directory of Disciples", 

which will be distributed   in   early  
August,  please  let the church office 
know of any address,  phone,  or  e-mail  
changes     to  your  personal  
information by August 1.             Thank 
you!   
 

 

 

 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles  
and Weekly Bulletins 

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize or 
honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and 
flowers is $26 you can also split with someone 
else and pay $13 each (sign-up sheets are on the 
bulletin board in Luther Hall).  To pay for 
sponsorship, place your check or cash in an 
offering envelope and mark it with your name and 
“flowers”, “bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the 
offering plate.   
 

 
 

NEW 

 Bishop  

 

Save the Date  

The installation of the Rev. 
William J. Gohl as Bishop of the 
Delaware-Maryland Synod will 
take place on Sunday, October 
9th at 4 p.m. at Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 35 E Church 
Street, Frederick, MD 21701 
with Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
presiding. More information and  
formal invitations will be 
announced  later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Ocean City, MD 
Friday, August 19 at  7 p.m., will 
feature The Woodsmen Quartet. 
Concert is free, and will receive a 
love offering to cover expenses.  
 
 

http://demdsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5&id=ee49d2d6ff&e=50caffe519


 
 

C.L.C. FEED MY SHEEP 
 

Thank you for all donations of food and money 
that allows us to continue this mission.   

Continued Food Service Needs:  

CEREAL - HOT and COLD                                                                                            
CANNED FRUIT and JUICES                                                                                            
GRANOLA and BREAKFAST BARS 

CANNED VEGETABLES OF ALL KINDS                                                                              
CANNED STEWS                                                                                                                            
CANNED POULTRY                                                                                                                  
PASTA                                                                                                                                            
TOMATO SAUCE WITH MEAT                          

PEANUT BUTTER and JELLY                                                                                                
CANNED LUNCHEON MEATS - SPAM, CHICKEN,   
CANNED TUNA         SOUPS, esp. with MEAT and   
VEGETABLES 

PAPER TOWELS                  SHAMPOO                                    
TISSUES                               TOOTH PASTE  AND 
    BRUSHES    
TOILET PAPER                    DEODORANT                                
LAUNDRY SOAP                  
 
If a monetary gift is easier for you, just write 
“Food Service” on the outside of love envelope 
and place in offering plate.  Food requests 
taken Monday  thru  Thursday  9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. only.  
Please call 302-732-1156  for an appointment.   
Dick Riehl, Hans Neas, Larry Forster and  
MaryEllen Engler  

 

AUGUST 2016 
 

Birthdays: 
Louise Lauterbach   4 
Eleanor Pavlik   6 
Wally Shifflett    8 
Kay Gooden  10 
Harry Sacona  13 
Connie Schaffner 14 
Patricia Baughman 21 
Janet Gelato  23 
Steve Strunck 24 
Mary Kline  29 

 
 
 

Anniversaries:   
Lou & Lonnie Riley    4 
Dave & Susan Pittinger   7 
Tom & Carol Clarke  11 
Doug & Karlyn Fields 12 
Steve & Joanne Strunck 17 
Mel & Mary Jo Kirk  21 
Bill & Cathy Kunst  22 
Don & Judy Striebig  30 
 
If your birthday or anniversary is not shown please 
give to the church office, write on page on bulletin 
board or send info to: 
beverlystalnaker615@outlookcom 

 
 

PLANNING IN ADVANCE 
Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 2.  Details to follow in the 
September Grapevine, but for now, mark 
the date!   
Council members please note the Council 
Retreat is scheduled for October 7 and 8.  
Save the dates!   

 
 
 
 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Plan a Trip in 2017 for 11 Days  

Following the Footsteps of Martin Luther:  

September 18-28, 2017 
 

Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation where it all began!  Visit 
Wartburg Castle in Eisenach. . . the 
Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt. . . Luther’s 
birthplace in Eisleben. . .the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg. . . Leipzig where Luther debated 
Johann Eck.  Travel through the beautiful 
Rhine Valley and also visit the historic cities of 
Augsburg, Nuremberg, Berlin, Dresden and 
Munich.  All for only $3,749 per person. 

This trip is being hosted by Pastor Harry Biles.  
The tour includes roundtrip airfare from 
Washington, D.C. (air/land tour price $2,819 
plus $660 govt. taxes/airline surcharges), first 
class/select hotels, most meals, services of a 
professional tour director, comprehensive 
sightseeing, hotel service charges/taxes, 
porterage and entrance fees. 

If interested, flyers with information to obtain 
a brochure with complete details are available 
on the table in Luther Hall. 

 
(SEE NEXT PAGE) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



CHRONOLOGY OF MARTIN LUTHER 

 

1483 Martin Luther Born in Eisleben, Germany. 

1501 Enrolls at Erfurt Liberal Arts. 

1505 Begins study of law.  Enters Black Closter as a novitiate. 

1506 Initiation as monk. 

1507 Ordained as priest. 

1508 First move to Wittenberg.  Lectures in philosophy. 

1509 First theological degree.  Returns to Erfurt. 

1510 Journey to Rome. 

1511 Returns to Wittenberg. Lectures in theology. 

1512 Sub prior to Augustinian monastery.  Doctor of theology.  Professor of Biblical studies. 

1513 Begins teaching. 

1515 District vicar of Augustinian cloisters. 

1517  October 13, letter to Archbishop Albrecht opposing indulgences.  95 Theses. 

1518 April disputation in Augustinian monastery.  Proceeding against Luther begins in Rome.  Hearing 
 before Cardinal Cajetan at Augsburg.  Frederick the Wise refuses to hand over Luther. 

1519 January interview with Miltiz.  July disputation with Eck at Leipzig. 

1520 Three Reformation treatises.  December burning of bull of Leo X. 

1521 Excommunicated.  April refusal to recant.  Protective custody of Frederick.  Begins translation of 
 New Testament. 

1522 “Fanatics” and image breaking. 

1522-1523 Reformation in Zurich under Zwingli. 

1523 Luther begins composing hymns. 

1525 Luther first favors peasants then opposes them.  Marries Catherine. 

1526 Princes decide the question of religious affiliation. 

1529 Evangelicals protest.  Luther writes the Small and Large Catechisms. 

1530 Luther at Coburg.  Melanchthon represents the Reformation.  Prohibition of all invocations in 
 Church. 

1534 First complete edition of German Bible. 

1537 Smalcald Articles. 

1546 Luther dies at Eisleben.  Buried at Castle Church in Wittenberg. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assisting Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Communion  
Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

8:00 a.m.          

Aug. 7 Ted Byram Jim Gelato Linda Byram Linda Riehl Linda Riehl     

Aug 14 Suzy Schaeffer Joan King Phyllis Dobson Doris Egbert Mary Fern     

Aug 21 Jim Gelato Suzy Schaeffer Vernon Miller Susan Pittinger Susan Pittinger     

Aug 28 MaryEllen Engler Ted Byram Linda Byram Linda Byram Susan Pittinger     

  

 

 

 

 

Assisting Minister 

 

 

 

 

Communion  
Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeter 

 

 

 

 

Counting  

Team 

   

10:30 a.m.          

Aug 7 Cathy Tice Gene Schaffner &  
Jim Gelato 

Hans & Judy 
Neas 

Lesley Shuey Carol Clarke Bartges &  
Hennessey 

   

Aug 14 Sophia Riehl Dan Risch &  
Jim Gelato 

Don Striebig & 
Gene Schaffner 

Karlyn Fields Judy & Hans 
Neas 

Neas &  
Fields 
 

   

Aug 21 Norma Rodney Cathy Tice & 
Dave Bartges 

Harry & Ruth 
Sacona 

Judy Neas Judy & Don 
Striebig 

Levine & 
Driscoll 

   

Aug 28 Dave Bartges Sophia Riehl & 
Norma Rodney 

Wally Shifflett & 
Dick Riehl 

Bev Stalnaker Bev Stalnaker Pittinger & 
Shifflett 

   

          

          

          

          

AUGUST 2016 

 



 

 
 
 
 

This Calendar is Subject to Change. Please check before attending. 

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH –  AUGUST 2016 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Sat. 
              
AA Meets 

Every Monday 
& Thursday 

at 8:00 p.m. 

1 
9:30 am 
Service 
 
9:30 Knitting 
  
 
12 N Bible 
Study 

2 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
  
Noon-4pm 
Conspire 
2016 
Webcast 
  
4 pm EXCOM 
  

3 
8:15 am Men’s 
Group 
  
10:30 am 
Hosp/
Fellowship 
  
1:30-4:30 
Cards 

4 
8 am Breakfast 
with Bob** 
  
10 am Lutheran 
Cluster Mtg. 

5 
 
 

6 
10 am 
Worship @ 
Atlantic 
Shores 

7 
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh 
10:30 Worship 
Children’s 
Sunday School 
First Sunday 
Coffee Hour  -
OPEN FORUM 

8 
9:30 Knitting 
  
 
12 N Bible 
Study  
  

9 
 9:30 am 
Quilters 
  
4 pm Council 
  
7 pm Point 
Farms HOA 

10 
8:15 Men’s 
Group 
  
  
Noon-5 pm 
Conspire 
2016 Webcast 

11 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  **  
  
4 pm Christian 
Communicatins 
  
5:30 pm Feed 
My Sheep Drop 
Off 

12 
  
  
 9 am 
Stewardship  

13 
  
  

14 
8:00 Worship 
9:00 Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh. 
10:30 am Worship 
Children SS 

15 
9:30 Knitting 
  
12 N Bible 
Study 
  
GRAPEVINE 
DEADLINE 
  

16 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
  
12 N Lay 
Visitation 

17 
8:15 Men’s 
Group 
  
  
 
1:30-4:30 
Cards  

18 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
  
1 pm Finance 

19 

  

20 

21 
8 a.m. Worship 
9 am Choir Reh 
9 am Bible Study 
10:30 am Worship 
Children SS 
  

  

22 
9:30 Knitting 
  
 
12 N Bible 
Study 
  

23 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
  
2 pm 
Worship & 
Music 
  

24 

8:15 Men’s 
Group 

  

25 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
10 am Women’s 
Spirituality 
5:30 pm Feed 
My Sheep Drop 
Off 
  
5:30 pm Dinner 
Group 

26 
  
  

  

27 

  

  

  

  

28 

8 am Worship 

9 am Bible Study 

9 am Choir Reh 

10:30 am Worship 
Children SS 
  
  

29 
9:30 Knitting 
  
  
12 N Bible 
Study 
  
  
  
  
  

30 

9:30 am 
Quilters 
  
  
4 pm EXCOM 

31 
8:15 Men’s 
Group 
  
10:30 am 
Worship Svc 
@Renaissance 

  
1:30-4:30 
Cards  

  
  
**Breakfast with 
Bob is at the 
Country 
Kitchen in 
Millsboro, DE 

    


