
 

Dear Friends in Christ:  

September is here and it marks the transition from summer to fall. Kids going back to school. 

Vacationers getting their last hurrah at the beach. We will have a new liturgy starting on Sept 3
rd

 that 

many will be find familiar. September will be a busy month. 

On Saturday Sept 9
th
 we’re holding a Worship Workshop for those who help or want to help in our 

worship experience. We will spend some time learning about the liturgy and, more specifically, what 

each role in worship does and how we can all work together.  

On Sept 10
th
 we are celebrating all the Ministries we do together at Community. It is part of the 

ELCA-wide God’s Work, Our Hand Sunday. It will be a celebration of Ministry and an opportunity to 

hear and see all the different things we to do together as the Body of Christ in this place. 

On Saturday, Sept 16
th
 from 9-2, Reformation Lutheran in Milford is hosting a “Growing a Generous 

Congregation” workshop in the Southern Delmarva area. I would encourage you attend, as we talk 

about generosity within our congregation and the larger church. 

On Sunday, Sept 24
th
 our congregation will be celebrating 22 years of Ministry. How awesome is 

that! Twenty-two years of sharing Christ in this place. We have a lot to celebrate now, and even 

more to look forward to in the future. 

I hope this September becomes a meaningful time of renewal, and as we spend this month 

celebrating all that God is and will be doing in this place.  Take some time to consider what 

Community Lutheran means to you.   Consider what God has been and is doing in your life. 

 

 

 

Mark D. Molter     
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GOD'S BUCKET LIST FOR OUR HAPPINESS 
Things God Wants for Us Before We Go Home 

 

Do you have a bucket list of things you want to do before 
you die?  What if there was a bucket list that would help us 
focus our attention on what GOD wants for each of us, a 
bucket list for our happiness, a heavenly list of ways GOD 
wants us to live. 
 

GOD'S bucket list provides a set of guiding principles to 
help all of us reach the ultimate goal; to better know GOD.  
According to GODS BUCKET LIST by Teresa Tomeo, 
there are seven main focus areas GOD wants us to explore 
for our own happiness.  His bucket list for us is something 
pretty special.  Why not give HIS bucket list for your 
happiness a try? 
 

GOD WANTS US TO LIVE IN STILLNESS:  Be still and 
know that I am GOD.  (Psalm 46:10)   There really is a 
need to stop and take a breather in our crazy, busy days.  
We need to eliminate the noise and the busy lives we lead 
in order to hear GOD.  We definitely need to slow down 
enough o listen.  We are not going to hear GOD while we 
move from task to task.  We will never be able to discover 
GOD'S bucket list for our happiness if we never slow down 
long enough to hear from HIM.  So be still.  Try it.  Just sit 
there and breathe. 
 

GOD WANTS US TO LIVE YOUR PASSION:  Each of us 
has a special purpose in life and to recognize and embrace 
our gifts and our talents.  When we discover our purpose in 
life we experience a sense of peace.  We all need GOD'S 
help in this search.  When in doubt ask GOD to help you, 
and remember GOD doesn't expect us to be always 
successful in our search, only faithful, and by earnestly 
seeking GOD'S direction in our lives, we are being faithful. 
 

GOD WANTS US TO LIVE WITH INSTRUCTION:  Trust in 
the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding.  (Proverbs 3:5-6)   We are given helpful 
directions from GOD on the best way to navigate through 
this world.  Rarely do we ever read directions or take 
direction seriously.  We pick and choose what we want to 
do according to our own personal needs and desires, 
without thinking about how our decisions might impact 
others close to us or even society at large. 
 
We should think of the BIBLE as an acronym (word formed 
from the initials of a phrase or title) for “Basic Instructions 
Before Leaving Earth.”  The best instruction manual is your 
BIBLE, it is filled with beautiful and very necessary 
directions, directions that are key in building a GOD-
centered life.  Read your BIBLE it is to be taken seriously. 

 

GOD WANTS US TO LIVE IN THE MESS:  We all want to 
avoid the messiness of life both psychical and emotional.  
(divorce, illness, temptation domestic violence)  We must 
all learn to become a better and more fulfilled person 
because of it.  Use the messiness as a way to get into 
better spiritual shape.  GOD will help you become better at 
making the most of some pretty unpleasant situations, so 
ask GOD what HE wants you to do when you encounter 
messiness in your life. 
 

GOD WANTS US TO LIVE WITH UNDERSTANDING:  
Many times we all try to get through life without GOD'S 
guidance.  We need to be better educated about GOD'S 
law as given to Moses in the Ten Commandments, we also 
need to better understand church teachings.  We all truly 
need to understand what GOD is trying to tell us, GOD'S 
law is HIS word, which guides us on the path of life.  The 
more we lean, the more we are able to make well-informed 
decisions. 
 

GOD WANTS US TO LIVE BY CONFESSION:  GOD does 
not want us to get stuck in a rut with our lives.  It's 
important to do some self-reflection and take stock of 
where we've been, where we are,       
and what we need to do to keep moving in the right 
direction.  We as Christians need to come to terms with our 
faults and failings.  Who better to talk to than GOD 
HIMSELF.  In confessing our sins to GOD, we not only 
receive forgiveness of our sins, but also great strength to 
avoid them in the future.  We also receive abundant grace 
to repair whatever damage we have done. 
 

GOD WANTS US TO LIVE THE GOOD LIFE:  GOD wants 
all of us to live in the present, making the most of each 
moment, and embracing the good life.  The most important 
bucket list item for our success in life is to love GOD with 
our whole heart, mind, soul, and strength, and to put GOD 
first in all we do.  And how does HE love in return?  I love 
you with an everlasting love.  (Jeremiah 31:3). 
 

Why not give HIS bucket list for your happiness a try? 
 
     To Him Alone Be the Glory       
 
 Bill Carroll, Council President 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



.  Annual Congregation Meeting  

Date Changed 
 

In order to allow for sufficient time to prepare a 
proposed budget for 2018 and to allow the 
Finance Team time to gather input and to 
prepare appropriate charts and info, our Annual 
Meeting normally held the first Sunday in 
October will be postponed until the first Sunday 
in November.   Notice will be sent; however, 
mark your calendars now: November 5 is the 
date of our Annual Meeting to be held in Luther 
Hall immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 
Liturgy.  Please note, too, that only one Liturgy 
will be offered at 10:30 a.m.  All are welcomed, 
however, only CLC members may vote on 
issues presented. A light lunch will be available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Records Team 

This team functions as part of the Sustaining 
Ministry. While the tasks of the team fall in the 
category of “church work”, the team plays an 
important role in the day to day operation of the 
church. Using Power Church Plus, PC+, all 
names, addresses, telephone numbers, emails, 
important dates, envelope numbers, activities, 
etc. of members and visitors alike are 
continuously maintained. Our semi-annual 
Directory of Disciples is printed from PC+. All 
emails of church announcements and the 
Grapevines are done through PC+. The 
Financial Secretary Team is able to issue 
quarterly email Contribution Statements as well 
as mailing &/or emailing annual statements to all 
contributors. The team interacts with the church 
office, Pastor, the Financial Secretary and 
Christian Communications teams on a regular 
basis. 

 

 

Christian 

Communications 

Team 
 

 

As part of the Growing Ministry, the objective of 
the team is to facilitate timely accurate 
dissemination of information about the church, 
it’s ministries and upcoming events. Our target 
audience includes both members and attendees 
and also prospective visitors to the area. To 
meet this goal, we maintain a web site & a 
Facebook page, advertise in three different local 
print media and promote special articles with 
photographs, maintain our church sign, provide 
promotional pieces for visitors, regularly update 
the Narthex announcement board and assist in 
the electronic dissemination of the Grapevine 
and member announcements. The team 
interacts regularly with Pastor, the church office, 
council, ministry teams and advertising and 
editorial staff at the Coastal Point 

 

 

 

A Change in 
the Wind 

 

 

In the bulletin, I asked for team members of 
different ministries to make Project boards for 
display for Sept 10th.  Leslie Shuey has 
volunteered to make a collage using the same 
board idea but a much easier format.  Using a 
large paper available from the church 
office  (11x17)  use pictures ,words , anything 
that speaks to what your team does.  The large 
collage will be displayed on Sept 10th God's 
Work Our Hands Sunday.  What a sight that 
should be!! 

Please participate and have your piece of the 
collage ready to turn in Sept 3rd.  Cathy Kunst  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Mutual Ministry is a team that works   behind the 
scenes.  Our team consists of VP of Council, 
Cathy Kunst. Human    resources leader, Sophia 
Riehl, Pastors advocate, Doug Hiob, Choir advo-
cate, Cathy Tice and Pastor Mark.  Our mission 
is to keep all the ministries happy and working 
together to support our church as a whole.  We 
plan events to  invite others to come to worship 
with us, to make Christ the center in all that we 
do  and help others with their ministries. 

We enjoyed an evening of dinner and a viewing 
of the movie , The Shack.  It was a success and 
we hope to do more of that. 

If you have a question or comment, just let one 
of us know.  Helping is what we do! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A LITTLE HELP FROM MY FRIENDS 
 

As we begin to plan for the Congregational Care 
ministry here at CLC we want to use all our re-
sources.  Maybe you can help?  We would love 
to have more folks willing to visit our members in 
the hospital or home bound.  If you are interest-
ed let Pastor know. 
 
Pat Carroll has volunteered to send greeting 
cards to our members in need of some friendly 
words.  I know that I receive free greeting cards 
in the mail from advertisers.  Would you be will-
ing to offer your free cards to our Congregational 
Care ministry?  They would be much appreciat-
ed.  Every little bit helps!  Drop the cards in the 
office with Pat's name.  Thanks in advance !!    
Cathy Kunst 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FINANCE TEAM 
 
This team is part of the Sustaining Ministry. 
The membership of the team includes the 
Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Power 
Church Administrator, Head Auditor and 
Council Facilitator. In addition, at this time 
the Council President serves also. The 
Treasurer handles all outflow of money with 
Accounts Payable, Payroll and Taxes. A 
Payment Voucher system is used to control 
authorizations. The Financial Secretary and 
Assistant handle the inflow of all money to 
the congregation. Five teams of counters 
process all contributions and the subsequent 
deposits. Using a limited access module in 
Power Church Plus all contributions are rec-
orded, quarterly and year end statements 
are issued and the money is directed to the 
appropriate debit & credit accounts in the 
Fund accounting module.  A team of three 
auditors do a complete monthly reconcilia-
tion of both the Treasurers transactions and 
the Financial Secretary's summarized en-
tries with the counters worksheets and bank 
records. The Power Church Administrator 
controls access to the system and individual 
modules, maintains accounts in the Fund ac-
counting module, as required transfers mon-
ey between funds and accounts and assists 
the Financial Secretary in interfacing with the 
Fund Accounting module. In addition, the 
team manages the church's insurance poli-
cies, all banking and investment accounts, 
prepares and monitors the annual budget, 
maintains a complete list and valuation of all 
physical assets in conjunction with the Prop-
erty Team and currently manages our Deficit 
Management program. 



 

 

 

Stewardship Team works to help the 
congregation grow in Stewardship practices.  
Sophia Riehl has faithfully included Stewardship 
thoughts in the bulletin and newsletter for 
several years.  The Team believes God 
provides more than enough in all things.  As 
faithful stewards, we are called to practice 
responsible use of God’s gifts.  Financial 
Stewardship is the team’s focus in late summer 
and early fall.  We encourage everyone to 
consider the tithe as the goal for financial giving.  
Everyone is asked to make a giving a 
commitment (pledge) before the annual meeting 
in the fall.  However, stewardship is more than 
giving of a financial offering.  It includes care of 
creation, and we seek ways to help the 
congregation practice reasonable and useful 
ways of protecting creation through 
conservation and recycling.  Care of self is 
another stewardship concern.  The team looks 
forward to offering support to care givers; 
making a greater use of our Time and Talent 
surveys to increase lay participation in ministry; 
and in offering ‘sabbath’ to those leaders in 
need of a respite from leadership roles. 

The Team meets at 2:30 p.m. on the third 
Tuesday of the month.  Sandra Wachter-Myers, 
Ellen DeShazo, Barb Bartges, Pastor Mark and 
Deacon Jim have served on the team.  
However, the team needs new ideas and 
energy and we look forward to new members 
joining us. 

 

Calendar Keeper 
 

Our current designated Calendar Keeper is our 
CLC Secretary, Dee Austin. Therefore, please 
keep Dee informed of any changes to your 
respective meeting or gathering dates. Input 
should be forwarded not later than the third 
Monday of the month for inclusion in the 
following month calendar that is distributed with 
the Grapevine.  Any changes received after the 
due date will be included in the weekly Bulletin 
Insert. 

 

 

 

Attention Ministries 
and Teams  

 

The Hospitality & Fellowship Team 
would love to have some help in hosting 
our monthly first-Sunday coffee hours 
following the 10:30 Liturgy.  All ministries 
and teams (quilters, Christian 
communications, stewardship, finance, 
etc.), please let Rose Troutman know if 
you’d like to host one Sunday.  It’s just 
setting up the coffee and putting out what 
everyone brings to share.  Everyone 
helps with clean-up.  All store-bought and 
baked goods are appreciated.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Are:  Because I AM, Women’s Retreat 
Coming September 18-20, 2017 

This Women’s Retreat is a 5-session program 
presented by Pastor Tara Magoon, of Grace 
Lutheran Church in Hockessin, DE.    

Come, refresh your spirit and grow in the 
fellowship, laughter and love of other women as 
we learn and grow in our personal faith journey. 
There will be time for reflecting, outdoor 
activities, including a short walk to the ocean. 
Indoor games and just plain relaxing with friends 
and new acquaintances and even a much-
needed massage! 

Beginning on Monday, September 18th, starting 
at noon, thru Wednesday, September 20th, 
concluding at 2:00 PM. The cost is $100. This 
fee includes Monday dinner, 3 meals on 
Tuesday, and Wednesday breakfast, as well as 
class materials. Location: DuPont Memorial 
House, 54 Oak Avenue, Rehoboth Beach. 
Registration details to follow. 
 



Kid’s White Bag Lunch Program 

The beginning of school will mark the end of our very successful White Bag Lunch Program.  
The purpose of the program was to provide an appealing non-perishable bag lunch to chil-
dren who may not have had adequate lunches during the summer when not getting the 
school lunch.  CLC provided up to 40 lunches per week to children in the Frankford area 
through the Frankford Public Library and others in the area through the Thursday Feed God’s 
People hot meal program.  Over 400 lunches were distributed over the summer months.  The 
white paper bags were decorated by members of the congregation with drawings, stencils 
and friendly messages which the children enjoyed. 

 

CLC Food Pantry  

Beginning in mid-June our Food Pantry hours were expanded to every 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon, no appoint-
ment necessary.  These hours were advertised in an effort to attract more 
families needing food support on a regular basis.  We have added three 
new families who come for food about once a month for a total of 10 fami-
lies served.   



 THE DEACONS’ TABLE      

 

 

 

 
Dear CLC Family, 
 

In John 14:6 Jesus said, I am the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life.  To some degree that means 

that we can discover the mystery of Jesus, of 

God-with-us, in the way that leads where we are 

going, in the truth of who we are, and in the 

adventure of life as it unfolds. 
 

In the person of Jesus Christ, God is with us and 

in us, wrapped up in our humanity, carrying the 

load, bearing the burden of who we are, who we 

have been, and who we are becoming. 
 

In a sense, God, the Ultimate Creative Genius, 

came up with a great idea, and that idea was 

you!  God put you together in a way that is 

unusual, unique, wonderful.  You were created 

to fulfill a purpose and that purpose is to reveal 

God’s eternal, boundless love.  No matter where 

life takes you, no matter how your life unfolds, 

no matter what happens, you are being shaped 

and formed into a piece of light that fits into the 

majestic mosaic that is God. 
 

Just as Peter got out of the boat and began to 

walk toward Jesus, our Lord tells us that we can 

participate in His power.  He is always with us 

and will always walk with us through all of life’s 

trials and tribulations.  We stand in the shadow 

of the Cross and we remember one glorious 

thing:  nails did not hold Jesus to the Cross, love 

did. 
 

With gratitude,  Jim Gelato, OS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

• There will not be a coffee hour on 
Sept. 3rd. 

• September 9 from 9-11 a.m. there’ll be 
an informational gathering to learn 
about our Liturgy. 

• September 10 is Ministry Sunday 
followed by coffee hour in Luther Hall. 

     God’s Work, Our Hands. 
 

• September 18-20 Women’s Retreat 
presented by Pr. Tara Magoon, Grace 
Lutheran Church 

• September 24 we celebrate CLC’s 
Anniversary. 

• September 27 there will be a 
Remembrance Service at 7 p.m.at the 
Millville Fire Station. 

•  Annual Meeting is changed from 
October 1 to November 5; and there 
will be only one Liturgy offered that 
day.  All are welcomed, however, only 
CLC members may vote on issues 
presented. A light lunch will be 
available. 

• October 29 we’ll celebrate the 500
th
 

Anniversary of Reformation. 

 

 

 

 

 

I give thee but thy own… Sunday, 
September 24 is commitment Sunday at 
Community Lutheran.  Pledges to support 
the 2018 budget will be received.  Watch 
your email for more information.  You can 
pledge electronically or by pledge card.  
Those not using email will receive a letter 
and pledge card in the mail.   



Learning and Spirituality 
is one of the ministries under 

CLC’s Growing Ministry.  CLC 

does not have an active team 

planning learning events.  

Instead we have had 

experiences in learning and spirituality planned 

by Pastor Mark, Deacon Dave, Deacon Jim, 

Dave Bartges and Sandra Wachter-Myers.  

Despite the lack of a team, CLC offers Bible 

Study for all on Sunday at 9:00 and Monday at 

Noon.  These studies have taken a variety of 

forms; reading and discussing scripture, learning 

theology and Lutheran teaching, and discussion 

of church history.  Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. a 

Men’s Bible study is offered for all men; 

members of the congregation and friends as 

well. 

Women’s Spirituality meets the first Monday of 

each month (unless it is a holiday.)  This 

gathering is open to all women.  Discussion is 

usually sparked by reading a hymn and looking 

at the Biblical imagery and how the hymn 

connects to our lives and experiences.  We 

discuss theology as well as spiritual 

discernment.  Prayer is an important activity in 

our time together. 

Anyone with an interest in helping to develop 
learning and/or spirituality activities are invited to 
share your ideas with Pastor Mark or Sandra 
Wachter-Myers 

Women’s  Spirituality  
WE WILL NOT MEET IN SEPTEMBER 

 

 

Kelsey Magill, former 

member of CLC 

graduated from 

Washington University and now is working 

as a Staff Assistant for Senator Coons in 

Wash. D.C. 

Dear CLC Disciples: 

Thank you for your generous 
giving. Unfortunately, as Jim has reported in 
the weekly bulletin insert, we are not meeting 
our budget. Remember, we have Simply 
Giving, a program for electronic funds 
transfer from your bank account to the 
church’s account. This is simple to set up 
and you can change it at any time.  See me 
for details.  Hopefully, we can all increase 
our giving toward the operation of the 
church.  Remember, “God’s Work, Our 
Hands”  which is our ELCA theme. Thank 
you, in advance, for your increase.   

ALSO: 

As Financial Secretary, I am part of 
Council.   While I was at the meeting  today, 
during the Budget discussion for next year, 
information came from the Treasurer that the 
Flowers (weekly and seasonal), and Candles 
were in a major debt of $419 this year. 

If you sign up for any of these – 

Weekly Flowers $13 for one and $26 for both, 
Seasonal Flowers $10, Bulletins $5 and 
Candles $5.  You are expected to pay for 
them. Obviously people have forgotten to do 
this: so, I’m making this important 
announcement to help the church reduce it’s 
debt. Thank you for giving this 
consideration!! 

Sincerely, Barbara Bartges,  
Financial Secretary 



SEPTEMBER 2017 

Birthdays: 
Mary Ellen Engler     1 

Norma Rodney     1 

Sara & Zachary Naar(13)    2 

Linda Riehl      2 

Harriett Pickel     3 

Ted Byram      4 

Cheryl Mezzaroba     5 

Ed Waluk      5 

Ed Jeffries      6 

Eileen Magar      6 

Gerald Lupton     7 

Sophia Riehl      8 

Janet Shifflett     8 

Nancy Ritenour     9 

Paul Hanke    13 

Mike Newton    14 

Mark Barnhart   16 

Barb Bartges    17 

Al Yergey    17 

Claire Worthington   19 

Bonnie Barnhart   20 

Hans Neas    22 

Tom Richardson   22 

Gene Schaffner   22 

Phyllis Dobson   29 

Kathryn Riley    39 
 

Anniversaries: 
Chuck & Barb Levine    2 

Jim & Lorna Landis     7 

Bob & Gloria Hagelstein  17 

Dick & Sophia Riehl   29 
 

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown 
please give to the church office,   

or send info to: 
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com 

 

If you would like your age or 

anniversary years listed please 

contact me as shown above. 

 

 

DIRECTORY   

 

Please report any changes or corrections to our 

office as changes will be made regularly and 

updates issued on a current basis.   

An updated directory  

will be out shortly. 

 

Prayers for  

Disciple-Making Congregations 

God, empower our churches to 
encourage diversity, racial unity, and 

reconciliation. 

Psalm 133:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of July 31, 2017 

 Budget   $119,672 

 Actual Income  $ 107,816 

 Actual Expenses  $ 114,502 

 Net Gain and/or 

 Loss of Reserves     ($6,686) 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 



 

DINNER GROUP OPEN 

TO ALL 

 

On the fourth Thursday of each month, we   
gather at a local restaurant to share a meal 
(Dutch Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie.  Our 
next gathering is scheduled for September 28  
at  Bella Capri in Georgetown.   We always begin 
gathering at 5 p.m., with the meal beginning at 
5:30 p.m. A different restaurant is chosen month-
ly with info posted on the bulletin board in Luther 
Hall; no calls are made.  It’s great fun!  If you are 
interested in coming, contact  Ruth Sacona or 
Judy Striebig so we’ll know how many to expect 
when making reservations. Remember, you must 
phone to confirm your attendance.   

 

Sponsoring Altar  

Flowers, Candles  

and Weekly Bulletins 

 

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memo-

rialize or honor a loved one or event.  The 

cost for sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 

each; and flowers  are $13 each or $26 

for both, See the sign-up sheets on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex. To pay for 

sponsorship, place your check or cash in 

an offering envelope and mark it with your 

name and “flowers”, “bulletin”, or “candle” 

and place in the offering plate.  

 

 

Our deepest sympathies to 
the family of Barbara Baglin.  
Barbara died last month.  She 
was a member of CLC, and 
later attended Grace of God.    

 

 

 

 

The AARP Smart Driver course is the nation’s 
first refresher course specifically designed for 
drivers age 50 and older.  In the state of Dela-
ware and many other states, drivers may benefit 
from a discount on their auto insurance premi-
um upon completing the course.   

Course highlights include research-based safe 
driving strategies, information on the effects of 
medication on driving, preventive measures to 
reduce driver distractions, proper use of safety 
belts, air bags, anti-lock brakes, and new tech-
nology found in cars today, techniques for han-
dling left turns, right-of-way, and roundabouts 
and more. 

A four-hour refresher course was be presented 
by Joan King on Fridays, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. in Luther Hall.  Subsequent courses will be 
held every Friday.   

Contact Joan King  (239-567-0606)   for   
more information and to register for the 
course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Continued Thank You from: 

 Janet & Jim Gelato 

 Judy & Hans Neas 

 

It was wonderful to see Janet and Jim 
in Church this past Sunday. 


