
 

Dear Friends in Christ:  

October 31, 2017, marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation when Martin Luther nailed the 95 theses to the door of 

the Church in Wittenberg in 1517. On October 4th the Church celebrates the Feast of St. Francis, who in his own way help reform the 

Church some 200 years earlier. This October I encourage you to think about the ways God’s Holy Spirit might be reforming us today 

using these great reformers as examples. 

St. Francis was born into a rich family and was called to give up everything, as Jesus said to the rich young man in Luke 18:22, 

“There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 

come, follow me.” He became poor and urged others to do the same. Francis was called by Christ to “repair the church” when he 

received a vision from the Cross at San Damiano. Through him and his followers (known as Franciscans) he sparked a spiritual 

renewal in the church that focuses on the poor, the outcast and the broken. He lived a life of joy and reflected the truth that many had 

forgotten that “God, so loved the world.” He modeled a simple life in which all creation took part in the Gospel. For St. Francis we are 

thankful. 

One of the reason I bring up St. Francis is because I am part of the Order of Lutheran Franciscan. This order is a group of like-minded 

Lutherans who find the life of St. Francis and his teaches inspirational. We find spiritual renewal and fellowship through the gifts he 

brought to the church. A devotion to simple living, daily prayer and solidarity with the poor and outcast. For me, it helps keep me 

humble and accountable as I live to follow Jesus in my life and be the Shepherd of this little flock here. I look forward to sharing my 

journey together in mission in this place. 

Of course, our patron saint as Lutherans is Martin Luther. Martin Luther’s parents wanted him to be a lawyer. During a thunderstorm 

he was so scared by God, Martin promised to become a monk if he was spared. He became an Augustinian monk and through his 

training and study he came to realize that God was never angry with him, but truly loved him and the rest of humanity as well. He saw 

that the foundation of the Christian life was the Word of God and Faith in Christ. This revelation convinced him to reform many of the 

things in the church that blinded people from the Grace of God. He taught that God’s grace was a gift and not something that could be 

earned through works or bought (like indulgences). He also translated the Bible into German so that all people could read God’s Word 

and discover God’s grace for themselves. 

In October we will celebrate these reformers in worship by singing a piece based on St. Francis “Canticle of Creatures” and a special 

liturgy on Reformation Sunday. We have also been studying the Augsburg Confessions in our Bible Study. We will have a public 

viewing and discussion on Rick Steve’s “Germany and the Reformation” video. Date and time will 

be posted on the church calendar. 

I leave you with some questions to ponder this October: Where might God be reforming your life? 

How might God be reforming our congregation? Who are the people in your life that inspire you to 

understand God in new and exciting ways? 

Mark D. Molter, Pastor       Cell (540) 226-6444 

 GRAPEVINE 
Community Lutheran Church 
30897 Omar Road – Frankford, DE 19945 

Church Office – 302-732-1156 

www.clc19945.org clcomar@mchsi.com 

Blog:  clcomar.blogspot.com 
 

OCTOBER 2017   Vol. 23, Issue 10 

The Reverend Mark Molter 
Dee Austin, Secretary 

Jim Gelato & Dave Pittinger, Deacons 

Tom Richardson, Director of Music 

Ted Byram, Cantor - 8:00 AM Service 

Norma Rodney, Cantor - 10:30 AM Service 

Kathy Waluk, Assistant Organist 

Bev Stalnaker, Newsletter Editor 

mailto:clcomar@mchsi.com


 

THE HEALTH BENEFITS  
OF VOLUNTEERING 

 

Numerous studies reveal strong connections 
between volunteering and good health.  No 
matter how old you are, you can benefit from 
donating your time and talents to a worthy 
cause.  Volunteers who get involved to help 
others benefit more than those who do so to 
benefit themselves. 
 
Researchers have associated volunteering with 
a number of positive outcomes including:  
greater longevity, lower rates of depression, 
higher functional ability, lower blood pressure 
and fewer incidences of heart disease.  
Statistics also show those who volunteer have 
more self-esteem, are less stressed and lonely 
and are more physically active then those who 
don't volunteer. 
 
When you have that feel-good boost you get 
from volunteering  you receive so much in 
return. 
 
You come away with a sense of purpose and 
are less likely to become fixated on your own 
troubles. 
 
Or, as Saint Francis of Assisi said in his own 
words, “It is in giving that we receive.”     So why 
not improve your own health by helping others.  
There is plenty of opportunity to volunteer here a 
Community Lutheran.  Do something good for 
others and reap the benefits. 
 

“DON'T OVERDO IT” 
 
If your volunteer commitment is overly time-
consuming or stressful, it may take a negative 
toll on your health and well being.  Balance the 
time you spend giving back with your 
commitments to family, friends and work. 
 
Serving in Jesus’ Name    
 
Bill Carroll, Council President 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR UPDATED  

DIRECTORY IS IN  

THE NARTHEX.   

PLEASE ONLY ONE  

                PER FAMILY. 

Please report any changes or corrections to our 

office and changes will be made regularly and 

updates issued on a current basis. 

Our deepest sympathies to Mary Kline, 
their son Doug and family.  Fran Kline 
was our Property Manager for several 
years.  He checked the church almost 
every day; cleaning, mowing, and so 
much more.  After a long illness Fran 
died on Sunday, September 2, 2017.  He 
will be remembered for so many reasons. 

Memorial  service was held at CLC on 

Friday, September 15th at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary thanks everyone for their cards, 

calls, visits, etc.  Keep Mary in your daily 

prayers. 



 

Women’s  Spirituality  
 

 

 

Women’s Spirituality meets the first Monday of 

each month (unless it is a holiday.)  This 

gathering is open to all women.  Discussion is 

usually sparked by reading a hymn and looking 

at the Biblical imagery and how the hymn 

connects to our lives and experiences.  We 

discuss theology as well as spiritual 

discernment.  Prayer is an important activity in 

our time together. 

Anyone with an interest in helping to develop 
learning and/or spirituality activities are invited to 
share your ideas with Pastor Mark or Sandra 
Wachter-Myers 

 

 

 

 

The AARP Smart Driver course is the nation’s 
first refresher course specifically designed for 
drivers age 50 and older.  In the state of 
Delaware and many other states, drivers may 
benefit from a discount on their auto insurance 
premium upon completing the course.   

Course highlights include research-based safe 
driving strategies, information on the effects of 
medication on driving, preventive measures to 
reduce driver distractions, proper use of safety 
belts, air bags, anti-lock brakes, and new 
technology found in cars today, techniques for 
handling left turns, right-of-way, and 
roundabouts and more. 

The classes are offered the second Friday of The classes are offered the second Friday of 
every month.  It may be the 4 hour refresher or every month.  It may be the 4 hour refresher or 
the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is 
needed.  needed.   

Contact Joan King  (239-567-0606)  for   more 
information and to register for the course. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• September 24 we celebrate CLC’s 22
nd

 
Anniversary. 

• September 27 there will be a Remembrance 
Service at 7 p.m. at the Millville Fire Station. 

• October 29 we’ll celebrate the 500
th
 

Anniversary of Reformation. 

• October 1 is the due date for all ministries, 
teams and committees to send input to 
Annual Report to Cathy Kunst.  

• Annual Meeting is changed from October 1 
to November 5; and there will be only one 
Liturgy offered that day.  All are welcomed, 
however, only CLC members may vote on 
issues presented. A light lunch will be 
available. 

• Our next Clean the Lord’s House Day is 
scheduled for Friday, November 17. 

• There will be a one-day Women’s Retreat, 
Finding a Safe Harbor, on Saturday, 
November 18 at St. Peter’s in Ocean City  

• Thursday, Nov. 23—Thanksgiving.  

• Sunday, November 26 is Christ the King 

Sunday!  

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

November 5, 2018 
 

The following people have accepted 
nominations to the following positions: 

 

2018 Church Council for 4 open three-year 
terms:  Doug Fields (2

nd
 council term) Phyllis 

Dobson, Pat McMullen, and Norma Rodney.   

Lay Delegates for the 2018 Synod Assembly: 
Doug and Debby Hiob.   

Alternate Lay Delegates for the 2018 Synod 
Assembly: Pat McMullen 

Nominees for the 2018 Nominating Committee: 
Rose Troutman, David Bartges, Sophia Riehl, 
Mary Ellen Engler. 

Still needed is 1 more alternate delegate for the 
2018 Synod Assembly. 

 

(See biographies next page.) 



2018  
MEET YOUR NOMINEES FOR  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The 2017 Nominating Committee presents the 
following people for election to the 2018 Church 
Council: 

Doug Fields 

Tell us about your family. 
I met and married Karlyn while attending the 
University of Minnesota. We moved to 
Wilmington Delaware where we resided for 35 
years. Upon retirement, we moved to Berlin, MD 
for 6 years and then to Millsboro, DE. We've 
been married for 50 years and have been 
blessed with 2 children and 4 grandchildren. Erik 
and Jennifer live in Atlanta, GA with their 2 
daughters, Caitlin and Samantha. Michelle and 
Jake live in Chestnut Hill, PA with their daughter 
Nadia and son Pierce. 
 

Have you been active in other 
congregations? Where and when. 
We were members of St Philip's Lutheran 
Church in Wilmington, DE for the entire time we 
lived there. While raising our family, we attended 
church regularly, but did not serve on 
committees. After our children left for college, 
we became more active members. I served on 
the property team for about 6 years and then as 
property team leader for several years. Both 
Karlyn and I served on church council, each for 
3-year terms. We were also counters and 
ushers.  
 

Since you have been on Church Council for a 
few years, what are some of your goals for 
the congregation? 
The major goal is to help the congregation grow 
spiritually. We also need to grow the 
congregation. I believe that having an attractive 
place to worship will attract new members to the 
congregation. We need to manage our 
expenditures so that we can effectively serve the 
members of both the church and the 
community.  
 
Clearly you have gifts for ministry. Where is 
your greatest interest? 
My main interest is in maintaining and improving 
the physical structure of the church. But this has 
to be consistent with the above goals. Cost 

reduction and cost savings are important 
aspects of maintaining a healthy and flourishing 
church. 

 

Phyllis Dobson 
 

Tell us about your family. 

My husband George and I have been married 

for 37 years.  We were married in Takoma Park 

MD at Zion Lutheran Church.  We are both 

retired from Verizon and have lived in Ocean 

View DE for six years. My daughter, son-in-law 

and grandson live in Olney, MD.  We all enjoy 

camping and get together as much as we can 

during the year. 
 

What brought you to CLC?  Have you been 

active in other congregations? 

I had tried other churches in the area, but they 

just were not what I was looking for.  Then I saw 

an ad in the newspaper for CLC.  The people 

here were very friendly and I enjoyed the 

services.  I kept coming back and that was over 

five years ago.  This church was what I was 

looking for.  We lived in Red Lion, PA before we 

moved here and I was a member of Grace 

Lutheran Church.  They had a large food and 

clothing distribution pantry and I was active 

there. 
 

What ministry have you participated in here 

at CLC? 

I have worked with the quilting group for five 

years, been an usher at 8:00 a.m. service for 

one year, and several months ago I joined the 

Hospitality and Fellowship Team. 
 

Do you have a vision for CLC?  Where 

should CLC focus ministry? 

I hope in the future we can encourage young 
families to come to CLC and increase our 
membership.  I think CLC does a wonderful job 
in helping our neighborhood and should 
continue in this direction. 

 

(CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 

 



2018  
(Continued) 

MEET YOUR NOMINEES FOR  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

Pat McMullen  

Tell us about your family. 

I am one of four children. My father use to call 

me the youngest of the oldest.  There was a 

good difference in ages between by brother 

and myself.  My oldest sister is Julia (who I live 

with) who is a member of CLC.  My brother 

Joh is 9 years younger than I am and is mar-

ried with a daughter, son, son-in-law, grand-

son, and granddaughter.  The youngest is my 

sister Carlyn (Carlie) 11 years younger than I 

am.  She is married with three daughters, two 

sons-in-law and three granddaughters (ages 

14, 4, and 1). I have a brother-in-law I love 

very much and is the best thing to happen for 

my sister.  I wish I could clone him.  My moth-

er, Carlyn, is 87 and lives with my younger sis-

ter.  She has been to CLC several time.  My 

father is with God.  He died when he was 52. 
 

What brought you to CLC?  Have you been 

active in other congregations? 

I went through a bad time personally and I 

needed to reconnect with my Lord.  I was a 

member of St Peter’s, Ocean City, but did not 

really like it there.  I didn’t feel welcomed or 

connected.  However, the first time I came to 

CLC, I felt welcomed with open arms!  Be-

cause of my work schedules over the years, I 

was not active in other congregations.  When I 

was young I participated in youth activities at 

Immanuel Luther Church, Baltimore, MD. 
 

What ministry have you participated in, 

here at CLC? 

I am in the choir, a Communion Assistant, 

Usher, on the Hospitality and Fellowship Team 

and I cook meals for the ministry with the  

homeless people.  I am now learning to be a 

counter. 

 

Do you have a vision for CLC?  Where 

should CLC focus in ministry? 

I would like to see CLC grow and have more 
young adults and children join us.  I am not sure 
how to go about this, but I feel that we, as a 
group, might come up with a way to invite them 
here.  I think we are very diverse in our minis-
tries.  The only thing I wonder is if the church be 
a Code Purple Shelter in the winter.  I am not 
sure what is needed to do this, but it is some-
thing to consider. 
 
 

Norma Rodney 

Tell us about your family. 

I am a born and raised Lutheran.  My parents 
are deceased.  I am an only child.  I married 
Clark Rodney and  he is also deceased.  My 
fiancé, Jack Jordon died last year. 
 
 

What brought you to CLC?  Have you been 

active in other congregations? 

A change of pastors at Grace of God brought 

me to CLC.  Pastor Bettye and Tom kept me 

here.  I Love music!  I have been part of many 

congregations:  Trinity Lutheran, McAlisterville, 

PA; Muhlenberg Lutheran, Harrisonburg, VA; 

St. Andrew Lutheran (LCMS), Denver, CO; 

Wheat Ridge Evangelical, Wheat Ridge CO.  I 

have served on church councils, as School 

Board Chair, a counter, in music and on the Fel-

lowship Board. 
 

What ministry have you participated in here 

at CLC? 

Music program 
 

Do you have a vision for CLC?  Where 

should CLC focus ministry? 

I believe we  need  to  look  outside  our own 

circumstances and to other’s needs 

 

Voting will be held at Annual 

Meeting - November 5, 2017 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

THE DEACONS’ TABLE 

Feed God’s People – SUMMER SHELTER & STREET VISITATION MINISTRY 

 

Thank you to all of the CLC disciples who participate in the Homeless Feed God’s People ministry, without the support from all 49 CLC disciples 
involved in this ministry we could not do “God’s Work our hands”.  
 

As Christians, Jesus called us to help the least of Jesus’ people.  We all are Disciples of Christ and as such Jesus’s people, but we all are not in 
need as the homeless residents are.  This ministry and the 49+ CLC disciple volunteers are actively engaged in helping ‘the least of Jesus’ peo-
ple’.   We, through the 49+ CLC disciple volunteers, reach out to find and help those residents living in: motels w/o government assistance, their 
car, out in the open under bridge abutments, out in the open under second floor decks, under sheet of tin leaned against building, in burned out or 
abandoned trailers, in tents in the woods and even out in the open under the stars, in order to be present with them, love them, feed them, and 
even provide them with needed gently used donated clothing. 
 

So why do homeless residents live the life I described ?  It is generally not because they are lazy, but rather because they are not able to secure 
enough money in this secular world, to live any other way.  The homeless are rejected and abandoned by the same society we all live very com-
fortably in.  They are constantly being harassed by the police to move on.   
 

If the churches of our communities would unite and take the homeless and poor people of our communities under our collective care, homeless-
ness and the poor of our communities would diminish drastically.  That is a very sad situation when you consider all of the things we take for 
granted in our life, we could be the catalyst that ends these social issues in our communities.  Are we up for the challenge by Jesus to “love thy 
neighbor as we love ourselves” ?  Please do not get me wrong, I deeply appreciate all that CLC disciples are currently doing for “the least of Je-
sus’ people”. The point is, these homeless residents are in real need and we can and do provide limited assistance to them in order to make their 
life just a bit more pleasant.  The question is can we be doing more ? 
 

Of course we could be doing more, our combined churches in Sussex County could open our collective doors to the homeless to feed them din-
ner and breakfast, sleep overnight in our churches when winter arrives, thus bringing all of the tent residents out of the cold and into the warm.  
We  do not use our facility overnight, should we be doing more ? 
 
If you are moved by what you read concerning this ministry and would like to join with the 49+ CLC disciple volunteers who are currently working 
‘our hands God’s work’, please watch for the announcement of FEED GOD’s PEOPLE – WINTER STREET VISITATION MINISTRY PROJECT 
KICK-OFF COMING SOON.  We are planning a project kick off dinner in early October with distribution and explanation of schedule sheet sign 
up opportunity for all interested disciples to ask your questions and gain an understanding of what the program does and how you can become 
involved. 
 

This is one of the many important outreach ministry programs for CLC and is very much appreciated by those whom we serve with HOM.  Re-
member that Jesus says 'what you do for the least of mine you do for me'.  I very much appreciate the work all 49+ CLC disciple volunteers do in 
the name of Jesus for this ministry, this ministry for CLC will disappear without you, all of the CLC disciples are the key, keep up the wonderful 
work. 
 

Please remember our gently used clothing donations for the HOM Thrift Store as well as the other purchased donations for the HOM Homeless 

Ministry are still very important and which are distributed on Thursday nights to the residents we see.  You will find a listing of the suggested items 

to donate in Luther Hall on the Bulletin Board with copies of the list available on the counter for you to take home. 

Do you have an inquiring personality, or a need to see for yourself, ‘come and see’ step out of your comfort zone and come out with Deacon Dave 

on a Thursday night with the Street Visitation Ministry Team as the 47 CLC disciples have done already.  You will remember the night and you will 

see how God is always with us.  When you observe for yourself how these residents are living and especially the children in the motels, your 

heart will be filled with humility and compassion.  This ministry, once you expose yourself to the people, will definitely tug at your heart, and as a 

result you will be excited to ‘help the least of Jesus’ people’ again.  Remember it is the ‘least of Jesus’ people’ that we are serving not ourselves.  

They need some help and a hand up ! 

May the grace, peace and the mercy of Jesus be with all Disciples of Christ, serving in Jesus’ name.   

Respectfully submitted,          

On Behalf of the Service Team – Homeless Projects   

Dave Pittinger, OSSD Deacon 



 

 

 

Finding a Safe Harbor:   

Women’s Retreat 
 

Invitation has been extended to the 
women of Community for this one-day 
women’s retreat to be held at St. Peter’s 
Community Life Center (10301 Coastal 
Highway, Ocean City, Maryland) on 
Saturday, November 18 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and led by Sharey Biles.  All women 
are invited!  Lunch will be served with 
snacks available all day. Cost $8.  
Optional dinner out after the Retreat 
(Dutch Treat).  To reserve a space, call 
Sharey Biles  at  513-309-1375  or call 
St. Peter’s at 410-524-7474.  This will be 
an opportunity to strengthen our 
relationships with God and one another.   

 

 

Monthly Dinner Group 
Open to All 

 

On the fourth Thursday of each month, 
we gather at a local restaurant to share a 
meal (Dutch Treat) and enjoy good 
camaraderie.  Our next gathering is 
scheduled for  September 28 at Bella 
Capri in Georgetown.   We always begin 
gathering at 5:00 p.m., with the meal 
beginning at 5:30 p.m.  A different 
restaurant is chosen monthly with info 
posted on the bulletin board in Luther 
Hall; no calls are made.  It’s great fun!  If 
you are interested in coming, contact 
Ruth Sacona or Judy Striebig so we’ll 
know how many to expect when making 
reservations. Remember, you must 
phone to confirm your attendance.   

 

 

 

 

 

Can You Spare One Sunday? 

Opportunities to serve as Ushers abound!  
When our list of disciples willing and able 
to serve as Ushers is large, one only has 
to serve once every 4-6 weeks.  The task 
is easy: give the faithful arriving to 
worship a Bulletin/Bulletin Insert, invite 
them into the Sanctuary for worship, 
direct the faithful to communion, circulate 
trays for donations, present elements and 
trays to altar, and take a headcount.  
Those serving at 8:00 a.m. open the 
parking lot (take chain down) and doors; 
those serving at 10:30 a.m. close up.  All 
Users collect Bulletins as the faithful 
depart. 

Please prayerfully consider serving in this 
capacity; and if the Spirit moves you to 
serve in this capacity, please contact Dick 
Riehl (for the 10:30 a.m. service) or 
Deacon Jim Gelato (for the 8:00 a.m. 
service).  Remember, too, that schedules 
are compiled monthly, so please contact 
Dick or Jim to let them know of any dates 
you are not available to serve.  Training 
will be provided! 

 

 

TIME & TALENT SURVEY 

All members and friends of CLC are 
encouraged to complete the Time and 
Talent Survey annually. This information 
helps the pastor and team leaders 
connect individual interest with ministry 
activities.  Please complete and return to 
the church office at your earliest 
convenience. 



 THE DEACONS’ TABLE      

 

 

 

 
Dear CLC Family, 

I invite you to read John 14: 1-7 

In reflection, we find the common thread of 

TRUST woven throughout our lives.  Ours is a 

trust tested by fire.  We are never without 

worries and burdens.  And yet, these trials 

become opportunities to prove our love for God, 

to witness to His Providence, and to allow Him 

to increase our capacity to trust even more. 
 

Trust is always about relationship.  We see 

opportunities to trust as invitations from Jesus to 

surrender to His Love and to prove our love for 

Him. 
 

In John 14: 1-2 we find the foundation for 

understanding this call to radical trust and 

intimate relationship with our Lord: “Do not let 

your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe 

also in Me.  In my Father’s house are many 

dwelling places.  If it were not so, would I have 

told you…….” 
 

Think on these words: “If it were not so, would I 

have told you.”  This verse speaks volumes to 

our hearts and dispels those shadows that try to 

overwhelm us.  So why don’t we think of that 

one sentence when we have doubts in faith.  

Our Lord clearly tells us that if it were otherwise 

HE WOULD HAVE TOLD US. 
 

Worries will come- like the ebb and flow if the 
ocean’s tides.  But they need not drag us into 
despair!  With the simplicity of a child, we can 
revisit John chapter 14 and read these verses 
where His heart speaks to our hearts.  We can 
dare to trust Him- for He is utterly, infinitely, and 
wholly worthy of our trust.  
 

With gratitude,   

Jim Gelato, OSSD 

 

 

 

 

Food Food PantryPantry  

  

  

Fall is here and it is the time to Fall is here and it is the time to 
consider the needs of the Food Pantry consider the needs of the Food Pantry 
for the fall and winter months.  During for the fall and winter months.  During 
the winter there may be a rise in the the winter there may be a rise in the 
number of families requesting our food number of families requesting our food 
support.  Some of our local residents support.  Some of our local residents 
are employed in agriculture, are employed in agriculture, 
construction or the tourist industry. construction or the tourist industry. 
During the winter these jobs largely During the winter these jobs largely 
disappear.  The Pantry currently has 18 disappear.  The Pantry currently has 18 
families that have used or are families that have used or are 
currently using our services. Hopefully currently using our services. Hopefully 
we can be ready for new families we can be ready for new families 
needing our help.  Instead of a long list needing our help.  Instead of a long list 
of items that the pantry needs, there of items that the pantry needs, there 
will be 1 or 2 items spotlighted each will be 1 or 2 items spotlighted each 
month.  These will be basic items that month.  These will be basic items that 
every family receives and are in high every family receives and are in high 
demand. When you are shopping demand. When you are shopping 
perhaps you can pick up one or both of perhaps you can pick up one or both of 
the featured items and place them the the featured items and place them the 
bin outside the Pantry.  Thank you in bin outside the Pantry.  Thank you in 
advance for your concern for our less advance for your concern for our less 
fortunate neighbors.fortunate neighbors.  

Food Pantry Task ForceFood Pantry Task Force  

 

Coming in October 

There will be a series of Cottage 

Meetings to be scheduled in the month of October 

to discuss and gather information from CLC’s 

congregation on the future of CLC and what goals 

we want to see accomplished.  All are welcomed to 

attend.  All input gathered will be reviewed by 

Council at their November retreat to establish goals 

and objectives for 2018 and develop a plan for the 

next 1-3 years.  Watch the Sunday Bulletin Inserts 

for dates and times. 



Sponsoring Altar  

Flowers, Candles  

and Weekly Bulletins 

 

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to 

memorialize or honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 

sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and flowers  are 

$13 each or $26 for both, See the sign-up sheets on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex. To pay for sponsorship, place 

your check or cash in an offering envelope and mark it with 

your name and “flowers”, “bulletin”, or “candle” and place in 

the offering plate.  

 

 

IT WILL BE HERE BEFORE  

YOU KNOW IT. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

I am looking for volunteers to help with CLC’s Christmas 

Party entertainment.  If you can sing by yourself or with a 

group, play an instrument, read poems or just about any-

thing else.  

PLEASE Contact Pat McMullen:  

@ 302-537-9640 or e-mail  

irishlady280patricia@aol.com. 

 

It is about  

GENEROSITY.   

It really is about generosity.  Financial giving is 

one of the ways we practice generosity.  The 

spirit of generosity is emotional, spiritual and 

financial.  Jesus lived generously and serves as 

a model for our own generous living. 

Community Lutheran Church depends on your 

Spirit of Generosity when you offer your finan-

cial gift to the congregation.  2018 will soon be 

here and the Finance Team has worked dili-

gently to provide a budget that meets CLC’s 

ministry needs and still limit the budget within a 

projected giving limit.  This is your opportunity to 

surprise our Finance Team and Church Council 

by increasing your giving in 2018.  Those who 

serve Christ’s mission on the Finance Team are 

careful with the resources we provide through 

our offering.  Your gift lightens the team’s bur-

dens.   

We are all challenged to give more than we 

have before.  When considering your 2018 

pledge, consider your own attitude about giving.  

We can begin by considering what we have, ra-

ther than focusing on what we don’t have.  As 

Lutheran Christians, we follow Martin Luther’s 

understanding and teaching on creation.  All 

that is, belongs to God.  God creates and we 

are blessed with God’s creation.  The following 

4 questions are intended for you to study, pray 

through and contemplate as you consider your 

spirit of generosity. 

Do I trust in God’s abundance? 

Why do I give? 

Is giving a spiritual discipline?  

How much of what of God’s money should I 

keep for myself? 

 

Commitment Sunday is October 15.   

 



       

          COFFEE HOUR—SEPT. 2017 

                 Some of Our Many Ministries 

       

    

  Hospitality & Fellowship 

  Service              Stewardship    

  Lay Visitation         Property              

  Quilters  Growing 

  Helping       and many more….          

   

   



OCTOBER 2017 

Birthdays: 
Ellen DeShazo    5 

Bernie Bowerman    7 

Lee Driscoll   12 

Bill Carroll   17 

Ann Dyke   20 

Chuck Levine  20 

Doug Fields   24 

A.J. Santiago   26 

Bob Jordan   28 

Tom Koerner   30 

 

 

Anniversaries: 
Bernie & Gerrie Bowerman  10 

Dave & Barb Bartges  17 

Dan & Glenda Risch  20 
 

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown  
please give to the church office,   

or send info to: beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com 
If you would like your age or anniversary years listed 

please contact me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Council Members 

As previously announced, our Annual Meeting is 
postponed from the first Sunday in October to 
the First Sunday in November (November 5).  
For planning purposes, this is to inform that our 
Council Retreat which is normally the weekend 
following the Annual Meeting will be split over 
two weekends: We will meet Friday, November 
10, for a getting-to-know each other, getting to 
know the role of Council and EXCOM, and 
possibly electing officers gathering;  and the 
following Saturday, November 18, we will meet 
for the business part of the retreat including goal 
setting for 2018. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  August 31, 2017 

Budget      $136,768 

Actual Income     $121,043 

Actual Expenses     $131,792 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves  ($10,749) 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clergy Appreciation Month 
 

October is traditionally recognized in 
various parts of the world as Clergy 
Appreciation Month.  Most regular 
calendars reflect Sunday, October 8 as 
“Ministry Appreciation”, or “Clergy 
Appreciation” Sunday.   So what’s this 
about???  Ministry appreciation Sunday 
is an opportunity to convey thanks to 
Pastor Mark and to Tom Richardson for 
their respective ministries.  Drop them a 
note, give them a call, or tell them how 
much you appreciate their dedication to 
service.  

 


