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One of my favorite holidays is Thanksgiving.  My 
family gathers together for the 33rd  Annual  “Turkey 
Bowl.”  Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful to God 
for all the blessings God has given us...for this 
land...for our families and our friends. 
 

And finally, the last Sunday in November (11/29) is 
the First Sunday of Advent. We are reminded that 
Advent is a new beginning as we are swept to that 
time 2,000 years ago looking for the Messiah. Our 
worship liturgy will reflect our anticipation of the 
Messiah while reminding us that we are inheritors of 
God’s grace through Jesus, the risen Messiah. 
 

I look forward to worshiping with you throughout our 
busy November and pray that you will open your 
hearts to the blessings that God has bestowed on 
you and your family. I look forward to sharing this 
important time with you! 
 
Blessings, 
 

Pastor Skip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
O my gosh...have you seen the calendar for 
November? Look at all the things happening in the 
11th month of the year. 
 

We begin while we are sleeping on the early 
morning of November 1st...we set our clocks back 
an hour (Fall Back). November 1st is a Sunday so I 
know that you would like to be on time for our 
worship service...but if you forget to set your clock 
back, you’ll be there an hour early. And you do not 
want the worship service on the 1st, because that is 
All Saints’ Day on the church calendar. It’s a 
powerful reminder of those who have gone before 
us...our parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, 
aunts and uncles. It’s also a reminder that we will 
be joining them at the feast that has no end. 
 

November 1st will also be our Congregational 
meeting after the 10:30 a.m. worship. There will be 
a light lunch and lots of great information, including 
a very important report from our Call Committee. 
 

Veteran’s Day is on Wednesday, November 11th 
and on the following Sunday (11/15) we will be 
recognizing them for their service to our nation.  
 

November 22nd is the last Sunday of the church 
calendar and we will celebrate Christ the King 
Sunday.  On all of the previous Sunday’s in 
November, we will be hearing stories from members 
about their understanding of Stewardship from 
what they learned from their parents to how they 
respond to God’s love today through their time, 
talents and treasure. It is also Commitment 
Sunday. 
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20th CLC Anniversary 

September 27, 2015 
 

Speakers: 
Interim Pastor Skip McComas 

Katie Kluckman-Ault—Assistant to 
Bishop, Dave Bartges, Ted Byram, 

Sandy Wachter-Myers 
Not Pictured:  Sophia Riehl 

Committee Members: 
Dottie Franks, Judy & Hans Neas, 

Carol Agsten, Dave & Barb Bartges, 
Carol Clarke, Doris Egbert, Ruth & 
Harry Sacona, Diane Kresge, Rose 

Troutman,  Sophia Riehl,  
and Bev Stalnaker 



From the  

First Tee 
 

This past Sunday Pastor Skip preached 
about unconditional love and told us the 
story about what happened with his dog that 
morning.  Being a dog owner I could relate 
to that. When your dog misbehaves, you 
scold them, they lay their ears back and 
they go off into a corner to sulk. That, of 
course, doesn’t last long before they are by 
your side seeking forgiveness . 
What struck me was how God’s love for us 
is unconditional, like that of our dogs. I 
never thought of it that way until that 
moment and it brought a smile to my face.  I 
think sometimes we take things for granted. 
At least I have and just keep going about my 
business. God is always with us, watching 
over us and is always ready to forgive us 
our sins. I often wonder if God ever tires of 
the many times a day he forgives us for our 
sins. I don’t think he does, for his love for us 
is unconditional and forgiving like that of our 
dogs.  
One last thought, if you spell GOD 
backwards it spells DOG, thus the 
unforgiving love from both. 

See You In Church,  Ted Byram 

Upcoming Events 
 

November 1, 2015, first Sunday in November is our 
Annual Meeting.  See article. 
 

Advent begins November 29!  Soup & Service 
Wednesdays occur on December 2, 9, and 16.  See 
article. 
 

December 5, 2015, first Saturday in December is 
our Annual Christmas Celebration.  See article.  

CLC DIRECTORY 
Gene & Connie Schaffner—moved: 
29837 Plantation Drive 
Millsboro, DE 19966     
Tel. No. 302-663-0878 
_________________________________________ 
Mary Ellen Engler    302-539-0220 
Phyllis Dobson now using cell no. only: 
                                            302-258-9679 
 
Our “Directory of Disciples” at Community Lutheran 
Church has been completed and distributed!  
Please continue to report any changes or 
corrections to our Office Team as changes will be 
made regularly and updates issued on a current 
basis.   

 
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

The  Grief Support Group  will  meet  
November 2nd at 1:30 p.m.    The Grief 

Support  group is simply a place for people 
feeling grief to gather and talk and listen and 
share.  The gatherings are open to anyone 
wanting support.  Facilitated by Sandra Wachter
-Myers, we are grounded in the love of God as 
revealed through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 
here to offer support, love, encouragement and 
a safe place for one to share.   

 OFFERING (Simply Giving) 

STOP writing those checks every week.  Let 
your bank take care of the automatic deduction 
and give directly to CLC’s checking account. 
  Contact Barb Bartges, Financial Secretary. 
 
 
 

Anniversary  Edition  of  Grapevine 
There will be a special edition of the 
Grapevine dedicated to our 20th 
Anniversary which will be distributed  at 
our Annual Meeting on November 1st. 



As preparation to write this article, I reread last 
month’s  Ponderings.   What  a   surprise   when  I 
realized that I had quoted my first article from the 
church blog in 2009. This was a surprise since my 
focus this past month has been on “experiencing” 
God and Spiritual Discipline. I know this was 
triggered by Dave Pittinger passing out several 
articles on Spiritual Discipline to our Wednesday 
men’s group. We are reviewing numerous such 
topics in search of our next study topic. At the time, 
I went to my book shelves (which are an awful 
mess) to look for the materials we had used in our 
Spiritual Discipline class back in 2009. All I could 
find was the companion workbook for the text titled 
“Celebration of Discipline” and another workbook by 
Maxie Dunnam, “The Workbook on Spiritual 
Disciplines.” I could not find the textbook by Richard 
J. Foster. This morning before starting this column, I 
walked over to the shelves and there right in front of 
me was the book. What a “coincidence”! As I leafed 
through the book, many phrases and sentences 
were underlined. They were all gems! All perfect for 
this article, but way too many. 
 

While there are many disciplines, I like the twelve 
emphasized by Foster. These are: The Inward 
Disciplines – Meditation, Prayer, Fasting and Study; 
The Outward Disciplines – Simplicity, Solitude, 
Submission and Service; and The Corporate 
Disciplines – Confession, Worship, Guidance and 
Celebration. Obviously, one can be spiritual in many 
different ways; certainly each of us will have those 
which resonate with our inner being. At least for me, 

each of these requires one to consciously “do 
something” even if the discipline is to do nothing. 
To me all of these disciplines involve experiencing 
God. Remember God is Omni-present; God is 
everywhere and that includes me and you. The 
Holy Spirit is in you just waiting for you to 
acknowledge its presence and to open your heart 
to God. He will talk to you and guess what? He will 
sound just like you and, if you journal, the words 
will be yours. But they will be inspired by God. I 
have been journaling since April 14, 2009; that is 
2380 days and I have filled 554 pages. Not too bad 
since that is ¼ page per day on average; However, 
I do miss days quite frequently. This is my 
discipline which I feel is a form of meditation. 
When I reread writings from the past, I often ask 
myself from where in the world did that come. 
Certainly my handwriting, but not my thoughts. I 
know that I experienced the Holy Spirit at that time. 
 

After 6 ½ years I am  ready  to  repeat the course. 
I know that my experiences over this time period 
will greatly help me explore new applications of 
disciplines in my life. I remember that during the 
first course, most of the class had real problems 
with the material. Most Lutherans of stoic German 
or Scandinavian ancestry tend to shy away from 
“experiential” spirituality. It is almost a form of 
embarrassment to show joy or excitement about 
spiritual happenings. 
 

While one’s spiritual growth is very personal, I do 
believe that we all need others to take the journey 
with us so that one can share the “coincidences” 
when they happen and all can be uplifted by the 
experience.  
 

I pray that our next Pastor will have the calling and 
skills to lead a new group of disciples in exploring 
the magnificence of the Spiritual Disciplines.  
 
From my Lily pad to yours, in the name of 
Christ and all the peace, love and welcome that 
he provides, 
Dave Bartges 
 (R. Jeremiah) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

   
 

        
PONDERINGS 

FROM 
A LILY PAD 

 
   



THE DEACONS’ TABLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also.  Luke 12: 34 
I invite you to read Luke 12: 22-34 
 

We Christians are God’s stewards.  The New 
Testament talks about stewards.  They were 
more common in the 1st century A.D. than they 
are today.  They could be entrusted with 
important duties.  They belonged to their 
masters, however, and didn’t own anything. 
 

That’s exactly what we are.  We often speak 
about our possessions; my time, my money, my 
house, my car, etc.  We as Christians know very 
well that we each belong to God and all that 
passes through our hands belongs to God.   
      

A Christian is a steward, not a tenant.  Tenants 
pay the agreed upon rent, and after that, they 
have the right to keep what they earn from the 
property.  Here God has entered us into His 
work; in feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, visiting and comforting the sick, 
teaching Sunday school, attending Bible study, 
and doing as we are called by the Holy Spirit. 
We are all stewards.  We’re taking care of God’s  
creation,  which He has entrusted to us. 
 
 

During November, we will be hearing more 
about stewardship and will be asked once again 
to renew our commitment to our Lord and His 
Holy Church.  As Christians, we have the great 
privilege of knowing  Christ’s ever-abiding 
Presence, that He is with us in His Word and 
Sacrament, a true friend  who we can go to at 
any time, and who always showers His blessings 
upon us. 
 

As we pray, let us ask the Holy Spirit to help us 
loosen our grip on our possessions, to give 
them up to our Lord, and receive more than we 
could ever think of asking for.  Thanks be to 
God, our Master and our Friend! 
 

In His Name, 
Deacon Jim Gelato, OSSD 
*************************************** 
 

Welcome New Disciples! 
 

A   hearty  welcome  to  our  newest  disciples, 
Mary  and David “Reed” Kruger who joined our 
flock during the 10:30 a.m. Liturgy on Sunday, 
October 11, 2015.  Welcome! 

 

Reed & Mary Kruger with Pastor Skip 



 

Nine  disciples  gathered Saturday morning, 
October 17, in Luther Hall for a 1-hour seminar 
facilitated by Pastor Skip on “A Gift for Your 
Family”.  The group was welcomed with coffee and 
coffeecake (thank you Pat Carroll!). 

Pastor Skip started the seminar with an opening 
prayer that included praying for healing for our 
Music Director, Tom Richardson, who is currently 
hospitalized.  He continued with the seminar by 
explaining that oftentimes, families are at a loss as 
to what to do when planning for a funeral of a 
deceased loved one.  Gruesome as it may seem to 
some to be discussing their own funeral 
arrangements, this seminar provided good insight to 
the wisdom of letting your wishes be known in 
advance so as not to leave your family making 
decisions you may not have agreed with!  It was 
also mentioned that we should consider 
establishing a Will or Trust. 
Imagine  wanting  cremation  but  ending  up  with  
a traditional burial.    Or  imagine   wanting            a 
traditional burial but your family opted for cremation!  
Many of us find this topic hard to discuss with our 
families; and many of our loved ones do not want to 
hear about funeral arrangements while we are here. 

Pastor Skip distributed a worksheet to each of the 
participants and suggested we consider completing 
it and providing a copy to our families, and to CLC  
 

 

for the pastor’s records. The sheet includes info 
such as your name, address, where you were 
baptized, names of children, whether you served in 
the military or as a ‘first-responder’, type of service 
you want for yourself, favorite hymns/scripture 
readings (suggestions given on reverse of form),  
and whether arrangements have been made with a 
funeral home/cemetery.  What a relief to be able to 
voice your preferences and know that your Church 
is aware of your wishes.  What a gift we’d be 
leaving to our family for your Pastor to be aware of  
your wishes and be able to provide appropriate 
guidance! 
 

Stories were shared among participants that 
included problems encountered when our deceased 
loved ones did not leave any instructions, peace of 
mind received when planning was done in advance.   
Good suggestions were also made and annotated. 
If you’d like a form for completion, contact the CLC 
Office.   If you’d like to attend this one-hour 
seminar, keep watch for future arrangements. 
 

 
Attendees (L-R) Rick & Diane Kresge, Bill & Pat 
Carroll, Pastor Skip, Sophia Riehl, Dick Riehl 
(taking the picture) Leslie Shuey, Joan 
Hennessey, and Sandra Wachter-Myers. 
 

 

                              A Gift for Your Family Seminar 
 



 Good Stewards Don’t Care About Bills: 

Paying the congregation’s bills is not the 
motivating factor for good stewards.  They give 
because they have learned that generosity is 
one of gifts of the Spirit which makes all life 
joyful and abundant.  More than one pastor 
has noted that he/she has never met a tither 
who was sorry to be a tither.  Similarly, rarely 
does one meet a tither who is a complainer.                              

(From the Grapevine dated December 1995, by Bishop Schneider.) 

************************************************************************************************** 

I was overwhelmed with the love and prayers through the beautiful 
plants—flowers—visits—calls—cards.   

I am slowly getting adjusted at Brandywine.  Everyone, staff and 
residents are all very nice. I’m having therapy  

and getting stronger. 
  I certainly do miss everyone. 

God blessings to you all. 
 

Love, Claire Worthington 
 

 
 

SERVING OTHERS UNDER THE LORD 
 

The Service Team will be partnering with Beth’el Tabernacle Church in 
Clarksville, DE in support of their outreach ministry “Soul Ministries.”  Their 
ministry will run from November 13th thru March 31st.  Approximately 20-24 
men will receive love, fellowship, housing and hot meals during the cold winter 
weather. 
 
Service Teams “Feed My Sheep” will be looking for willing CLC members to 
cook one dinner and one lunch one day per week for one month.  
Reimbursement for all ingredients will be available. 
 
There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.  The Service Team will be stepping out 
in faith with this new outreach project for those in need.  Sure hope you will join 
us. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Dave Pittinger or 
Bill and Pat Carroll. 
 
 
 
 
 
The ten commandments written to follow in life all the time.  
 

1. Prayer is not a "spare 
wheel" that you pull out when 
in trouble, but it is  a    
"steering wheel" that directs 
the right path  throughout.  
 
   2. So why is a car's 
windshield so large and the 
rear view mirror so small?     
Because our past is not as 
important as our future.   So, 
look ahead  and  move on.  
 
   3. Friendship is like a book. 
It takes a few seconds to  burn,        
but it takes years to write.  
 
   4. All things in life are 
temporary. If it’s going well, 
enjoy it, that won't last long.    
If it’s going badly, 
don't  worry, that won't last 
long either. 
 
  5. Old friends are gold!  New 
friends are diamond!   If  you 
get a diamond,   don't  forget 
the gold!  Because to hold a 
diamond,  you  always need a  
 base of gold! 
      
  6. Often when we lose hope 
and think this is the end,   God 
smiles from above   and  says, 
"Relax, it's just a  bend, not  
the end!" 
 
  7. When God solves your 
problems, you have faith in 
His  abilities;  when God 
doesn't solve your problems, 
He has faith in   your abilities.  
 
   8. A blind person asked  
St. Anthony, "Can there be 
anything  worse than   losing  
eye sight?" He replied,  "Yes, 
losing your  vision!"  
 
  9. When you pray for others, 
God listens to you and  blesses 
them;    sometimes, when you 
are safe and happy, remember 
that  someone has   prayed for 
you.  
      
 10. Worrying does not take 
away tomorrow's troubles, 
it  takes away  today's peace.  
  



Council 
Highlights 

Oct. 13, 2015 
  

Helping Team just finished another successful 
clothing closet at John M. Clayton elementary school.  
They will also order six walker trays to be used at 
church events for members using walkers.  Helping 
Team is going to partner with Beth’el Tabernacle’s 
Soul Ministry to help with the homeless shelter in 
Bethany Beach.  They will be asking members to join 
in by preparing food once a week.  

Growing Team has several dates for us to remember: 
October 25th-Reformation Sunday wear red. 
November 1st is All Saints Day – there is a book in the 
Narthex to write down names of people you would like 
to remember. 
November 1st, 8th, and 15th we will have Temple Talks 
on Stewardship with “Pledge Sunday” being on 
November 22nd. 
November 22nd is Christ the King Sunday. 
December 20th is our Christmas Cantata;  only one 
service that day at 10:30 a.m. 
April 24th there will be a concert to benefit the food 
pantry. 
Anyone wishing to order “Portals of Prayer” and/or 
“Guideposts” call Susan Pittinger in the church office. 

Sustaining Team will need more help next spring and 
summer to weed the flower beds around the church.  
Can you help?? 

Sophia Riehl has moved forward in advertising for a 
church secretary in the Wave and Coastal Point. 

We received new members, Reed and Mary Kruger and 
Eleanor Pavlik.  Ellie Fraser has requested to transfer 
her membership to New Jersey. 

CCC (Community Ministry) will use Luther Hall 
January 7th from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. for their monthly 
meeting. 

There are still two openings on church 
council.  Prayerfully consider serving. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Lonnie Riley, Secretary 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 
   As of September 30,  2015 

Income Compared to Budget:              

      Received         $138,139 
      Budgeted         $132,594 
      Difference            $5,545   
Actual Income and Expense: 
      Income          $138,139       
      Expense          $123,951 
      Difference           $14,188  
 

Thank you for your gifts in support of CLC. 

 

 

Children’s Sunday school 
continues to be held Sundays 
during 10:30 a.m. worship.   

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY 

Gracious Father, we offer with JOY and 
THANKSGIVING what you have first given 
us—ourselves, our time and our 
possessions, signs of your gracious love… 
(LBW p 108) 

Sunday November 22 is Commitment 
Sunday.  Each member is asked to 
complete a commitment card, place one 
side of the card in an envelope (you keep 
the other side for your records) and place it 
in the basket that is provided on this 
Sunday.  Cards will be available all of 
November.  You are asked to prayerfully 
consider how to increase your giving to CLC 
in 2016.  God’s work, Our Hands:  God’s 
ministry includes our financial support 
through giving.   



Update from the Call 
Committee 

 

In the October Grapevine, we 
reported that we stay the 
course in prayer in hopes 
that we will soon have a 
candidate to interview before 

the end of the year and be able to commence 
interviews.  If so, subsequent updates will be of 
a very general nature due to the confidentiality 
of the process. 

After months of prayerful waiting, the Spirit has 
brought us a candidate!  The Call Committee 
will become active as we review our past work 
in preparation for an interview.  The Committee 
last met with Pastor Gordon, our Call Process 
Administrator on October 9 for advice for 
forward planning.  This is, indeed, a welcomed 
action! 

In the interim, Pastor Skip will continue to serve 
us as our interim Pastor; and his contract with 
us will be renewed on a month-to-month basis 
through the end of this year. 

Additional general information, timelines, and 
steps taken will be included in future issues of 
the Grapevine as well as discussed at Open 
Forums.  In the meantime, what can 
Congregation members do??  Continue to pray!  
Pray for the Executive Committee, Transition 
Team, Call Committee, and Council to approach 
their assigned work with diligence, patience, 
and respect for the process.  Pray for Pastor 
Skip’s health and wisdom to continue to 
minister to us well during this interim period.  
Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide us all to be 
good stewards, to continue our ministries with 
zeal, and to guide a good candidate to us who is 
prepared to guide us and grow our ministries!  
And most importantly, pray for our intended 
pastor to heed to the voice of the Holy Spirit 
and be guided. 

Do not hesitate to contact anyone on the 
Executive Committee with any questions 
concerning this most important task before us. 
 

CLC 20th Anniversary Committee Wraps Up 
 

The Anniversary Committee met on October 8 after our 
celebration to review all actions that contributed to the 
success of our celebration and to make notes for the 
next committee with suggestions on what could be done 
differently.  

Our last action is to have copies of the Anniversary 
Edition of the Grapevine printed and available for 
distribution at our November 1 Annual Meeting. 

Having completed its work, Council has been requested 
to disband the 2015 Anniversary Committee.  The next 
celebration will be in 2020 for Community’s 25th! 

Again, our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all 
disciples who stepped forward to participate in making 
this celebration happen.  And thanks, too, to the Holy 
Spirit for guiding us along the path. 
 

Annual Meeting November 1, 2015 
 

All are invited to our Annual Meeting which is 
scheduled for Sunday, November 1, immediately 
following the 10:30 a.m. Liturgy.  A light lunch 
will be served in Luther Hall. 

This is the time of the year the Congregation 
approves the proposed budget for 2016 and also 
votes for council members, representation at 
the Synod Assembly, and for members for the 
2016 Nominating Committee. 

We will also provide updated information on the 
work of our ministries, the state of our church, 
and the work of our Call Committee.  The 2015 
Annual Report and Anniversary Edition of the 
Grapevine will be distributed. 

All are welcomed to attend the Annual Meeting; 
however, only members may vote.  We have 
challenging work ahead of us and your input is 
important.  Please mark your calendars and plan 
to attend. 



November 15 Order Deadline! 

Orders are now being taken for the 2016 
edition of Daily Guideposts, a spirit-lifting daily 
devotional and Portals of Prayer, which offers 
daily devotions as well as Order of Family 
Worship, Martin Luther’s Morning and Evening 
Prayers and daily prayers and prayers for 
special events.  The Daily Guideposts covers a 
full year and is $16 per copy.  The Portals of 
Prayer is distributed quarterly and cost $9 for 
the year (note, cost may decrease with the 
number of copies ordered). 

Call the CLC Office to place your order by 
November 15, 2015. 
 

We Are Called! 
We, at Community, have accomplished much in the 
past twenty years.  Consider the growth in our 
membership.  Consider all who have come together to 
give their time, talents, and treasures in the name of 
doing God’s work with our hands.  Consider what an 
accomplishment for a small church to have Set Apart 
not one, but two Deacons!  Consider the teams that 
keep our ministries vibrant and successful. 

We thank God for our many talents and blessing us 
with good pastors, music directors and strong lay 
leadership to bring us forth to where we are today.  
But what about tomorrow, the next day, and the next 
year??  There are many opportunities to be an 
understudy to perform key functions at Community 
from developing the weekly Bulletin and Bulletin 
Insert, learning our membership program, learning our 
financial systems, being a liaison with Thrivent 
Financial, monitoring our Blog and website, and taking 
pictures and videos of special events, to name just a 
few. 

We need to recognize that no one is indispensable; 
and if we do not make a conscious effort for 
succession planning, we run the risk of regressing, 
rather than progressing in the management of our 
church.   Consider getting involved!  There’s a function 
to match all talents; and ALL talents are welcome!!!   
Talk to anyone on the Executive Committee or Council 
to express your interest in being among those who 
want to insure the success of our future! 

Annual Christmas Celebration 
Our Annual Christmas Celebration is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 5, 2015 
in Luther hall beginning at 5 p.m.  A sign-
up sheet will be posted on the bulletin 

board in Luther Hall beginning November 1. 

Once again, the fare will be pot-luck.  When signing up, 
please indicate what kind of dish you plan to bring (hors 
d’oeuvres, vegetable, salad, main course, dessert).  
Coffee and tea will be provided. 

As always, we will also have a show to present.  So, if 
you have a poem, story, song or something to share, 
contact our talent scouts, Irene Getz, Ruth Sacona or 
Rose Troutman. It’s always great fun. 

December brings with it the end of the year, a time 
when school budgets begin to dwindle and teachers 
often have to pay for to purchase depleted supplies.  So, 
at our Christmas gathering, we will once again be 
collecting supplies for the teachers to include items such 
as paper towels, Handi wipes, spray disinfectant, hand 
sanitizers, post-it notes, and Kleenex. Any and all 
donations are appreciated!  Please consider 
contributing. 

 

From AARP Bulletin 

One day the devil challenged the Lord to a 
baseball game.  Smiling, the Lord proclaimed, 
“You don’t have a chance.  I have Babe Ruth, 
Mickey Mantle and all the greatest players up 
here.” 

“Yes,” snickered the devil, “but I have all the 
umpires. 

 

BEWARE—SCAMS 

In 2014, Delaware ranked fourth in the nation in 
fraud complaints per capita, according to the 
Federal Trade Commission.  Top complaints 
included impostor scams, phony debt collection, 
fraudulent loans and telephone scams. 

 

ONLY  35% ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES  

ON A WEEKLY  BASIS IN DELAWARE 



JUST FOR HEALTH OF IT!! 

If you have diabetes, there are several basic steps 
you can take to prevent skin problems: 

 Keep your diabetes well managed.  When blood 
sugar levels run high, it causes the body to lose 
fluids and the skin to become dry.  Moisturize 
your skin, especially in cold weather. 

 Avoid hot baths and showers.  If your skin is dry, 
don’t use bubble baths.  Moisturizing soaps 
help. 

 Pat your skin dry after bathing.  Rubbing can 
aggravate the skin. 

 Don’t put lotions between your toes.  The extra 
moisture can encourage fungus to grow. 

 Treat cuts right away.  Wash minor cuts with 
soap and water and cover with a sterile gauze 
secured with paper tape.  See a doctor right 
away if you get a major cut, burn, or infection. 

 Avoid using feminine Hygiene sprays or vaginal 
douches.  They can alter the pH balance and 
may increase fungal growth. 

 Drink plenty of fluids, like water and caffeine-
free, sugar-free drinks, to keep your skin 
hydrated. 

 Eat foods rich in omega-3 fatty acids, which 
nourish the skin.  This includes fish, tofu and 
other forms of  soybeans, walnuts, flaxseed and 
their oils. 

 Take extra good care of your feet.  Check them 
every day for sores and cuts.  Wear broad, flat 
shoes that fit well.  Check your shoes for foreign 
objects before putting them on. 

 See a dermatologist or consult with your 
endocrinologist about skin problems if you are 
not able to solve them yourself. 

The skin is not only our most visible organ, but also 
the largest and most vulnerable.  Take care of the 
skin you’re in and avoid diabetes-related skin 
conditions by keeping your blood sugar under 
control, practicing good skin care daily and staying 
alert for signs of skin infections or disorders.  And 
don’t hesitate to call your doctor. 
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NOVEMBER 2015 
Birthdays: 
Carol Agsten     1 
Karlyn Fields     3 
Beverly Jeffries    4 
Judy Hannon     6 
Joanne Strunck    6 
Rosie Rinker   10 
Dottie Franks  ` 12 
Ned Troutman  12 
Kerry Shull   14 
Dave Bartges   15 
Joan Hennessey  18 
Dan Risch   18 
Frieda Gotreaux  29 
 
Anniversaries:   
Louise & Don Lauterbach   1 
Ed & Beverly Jeffries 10 
Richard & Linda Riehl 30 
 
  
 
 
 

If your birthday or anniversary 
 is not shown please  

give to the church office, write on page on 
bulletin board or send info to: 

beverlystalnaker615@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles  
and Weekly Bulletins 

 
Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and 
bulletins each week are available!   
 
Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize or 
honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and flowers 
is $26 you can also split with someone else and pay 
$13 each (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board 
in Luther Hall).  To pay for sponsorship, place your 
check or cash in an offering envelope and mark it 
with your name and “flowers”, “bulletin”, or “candle” 
and place in the offering plate.   
 



 
Ten Stewardship Principles 

 

 

As baptized members of the body 
of Christ, we gratefully confess 
Jesus as our Lord and Savior. We 

boldly proclaim the gospel as the Word of God.  We 
clearly recognize the gifts that God has first given 
us through grace, and we joyfully accept our role 
and responsibility as stewards. 
 
There are ten principles that provide a foundation 
for the life of a faithful and generous steward.  
Principle 1-6 were included in the Grapevine April 
through October.  They were 1) respond gratefully; 
2) obey responsibly; 3) sacrifice proportionately; 4) 
give willingly; 5) share abundantly; and 6) give 
proportionately.  Principle #7, commit intentionally. 
Principle #8, Contribute Regularly, is shown below. 
The remaining two principles will be included in 
subsequent issues of the Grapevine.  The 
remaining three principles will be included in 
subsequent issues of the Grapevine. 
 

Stewardship Principle #8  Contribute regularly 
means practicing our stewardship on a daily basis.  
By doing so this becomes a lifestyle.  Paul instructs 
us:  “On the first day of every week, each of you is 
to put aside and save whatever extra you earn.” [1 
Corinthians 16:2] 
 

Soup & Service Wednesdays 
During Advent 

 
Advent begins November 29.  Soup 
and Service Wednesdays will be held 

on December 2, 9, 16.  Please consider making a 
pot of soup or bringing bread for one of those 
Wednesdays.  The meal begins at 6:00 p.m. in 
Luther Hall.  Service commences at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  A sign-up sheet will be posted on 
the bulletin board in Luther Hall the beginning of 
November.   
 
 
 
Also, Christmas Eve service will be on Thursday, 
December 24, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (no soup).  
Mark your calendars now for the holiday season!  

EMERGERCY  FOOD SERVICE 
 

Food Service is always in need of donations of food 
and/or money to purchase needed items.   

ANY QUESTIONS contact Dick Riehl,   
Mary Ellen Engler or Hans Neas. 
 

Continued needs: 

Shampoo  Paper Towels 

Tooth Paste  Tissues 

Tooth Brushes  Toilet Paper 

Deodorant  Laundry Soap 

Canned Green Beans Canned Fish 
or Meat 

Canned Poultry Meat 

Pasta   Tomato Sauces With Meat 
 

Lots of Opportunities to Serve 
You read our weekly Sunday Bulletins.  You read 
our monthly newsletter, the Grapevine.  You see 
lots of opportunities to get involved but are 
apprehensive about making a long-term 
commitment.  Well, there are plenty of 
opportunities to serve that are either one-time 
tasks or short-term commitments.  Prayerfully 
consider getting involved.    Contact Ted Byram 
if interested. 
 

Attention All Ushers 
 

Advent begins right after Thanksgiving; and that 
means Soup & Service Wednesdays.  Please 
consider signing up to serve on December 2, 9, 16, 
and on Christmas Eve, December 24 (Thursday).  A 
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in Luther Hall. 
 

Also, the 2016 schedules will be compiled soon.  
For ushers serving at the 10:30 a.m. service, please 
contact Dick Riehl to let him know of any dates you 
are not available to serve; for ushers serving at the 
8:00 a.m. service, please contact Deacon Jim 
Gelato. 
 

Many thanks to all who serve in this most important 
ministry. 



NOVEMBER 2015 

Time Nov. 1 Nov. 8 Nov. 15 Nov. 22 Nov. 29     

8:00 a.m. Set Your Clock Back 
One Hour 

        

Assistant Minister Dave Pittinger Ted Byram Dave Pittinger Mary Ellen Engler Suzy Schaeffer     

Communion Asst. Suzy Schaeffer Mary Ellen Engler Suzy Schaeffer Dave Pittinger Ted Byram     

Usher Vernon Miller Doris Egbert Vernon Miller Mary Fern Linda Byram     

Altar Guild Linda Riehl Linda Byram Susan Pittinger Doris Egbert Linda Riehl     

Greeter 

 

Linda Riehl 

 

 

Mary Fern Susan Pittinger Doris Egbert Linda Riehl     

10:30 a.m.          

Assistant Minister Joanne Strunck  Dave Bartges Jim Gelato Cathy Tice  Sophia Riehl     

Communion Asst. Cathy Tice & 
Sophia Riehl 

Gene Schaffner & 
Jim Gelato 

Joanne Strunck & 
Cathy Tice 

Dave Bartges & 

Jim Gelato 

Gene Schaffner 
& Jim Gelato 

    

Ushers Bob & Char Jordan 
*** 

Harry & Ruth 
Sacona 

Bill & Nancy 
Warner 

Hans & Judy Neas 
*** 

Doug & Karyln 
Fields 

    

Altar Guild Gloria Naar Carol Agsten Bev Stalnaker Karlyn Fields Carol Agsten     

Greeter Kay Gooden Barb Bartges Don & Judy Striebig Carol Clarke Bev Stalnaker     

Counting Team 

 

Bartges & 
Hennessey 

Sacona & 
Schaffner *** 

Levine & Clarke Pittinger & Shifflett Neas & Fields 
*** 

    

          

*** 

CHANGED 

         

          

          

          

          

          

   



This Calendar is Subject to Change. Please check before attending. 

 
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH –   NOVEMBER 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Sat. 
       
1   8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh.          
10:30 Worship 
10:30 Children SS  

Set Clock Back               
One Hour 

Annual 
Meeting 

2 
9:30 am 
Service 
 
12N Bible 
Study 
 
1:30 pm Grief 
Support 

3 
9:30 am 
Quilters 

4  8:15 am  
Men’s Group 
9:30 Knit &  
Crochet 

10:30 am  
Hospitality & 
Fellowship 
1:30-4:30 pm  
Cards H&F 
5 pm Choir Reh. 

5 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  **  

6 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Council 
Retreat 
Byram’s Home 

7  
8:30 a.m. 
Luther Hall 
Council 
Retreat 
 

10 am  
Worship 
Service @ 
Atlantic 
Shores  

8 
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh.          
10:30 Worship 
10:30 Children SS  
 

9 
 
12N Bible 
Study 
 
 

10 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
12 Noon Lay 
Visitation 
2 pm  
Stewardship 
4 pm Council 

11   8:15 am 
Men’s Group 
 

9:30 am Knit & 
Crochet 
 
5 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

12 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
 
 
4 pm Christian 
Communication 

13 
 
 
  

14 
  
 

15 
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh.          
10:30 Worship 
10:30 Children SS 
 
 

16 
12N Bible 
Study 
 
 
GRAPEVINE 
DEADLINE 

17 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
 
9:30 am 
Property/ 
Silver Foxes 

18    8:15 am 
Men’s Group 

9:30 am Knit & 
Crochet 

1:30-4:30 pm 
Cards H&F    
5 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

19 
8 am Breakfast 
With Bob  ** 
 
 

10 am Friends in 
Christ 
 

1 pm Finance 

20 

  

21 
  
      

22 
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh. 
10:30 Worship 
10:30 Children SS 

23 
10 am Mutual 
Ministry 
 
 
12N Bible 
Study 
 
 

24 
9:30 am 
Quilters 
 
2 pm Worship 
& Music 
 
4 pm EXCOM 

25   8:15 am 
Men’s Group 

9:30 am Knit & 
Crochet 
10:30 am 
Worship Svc. 
@Renaissance  

26 
 
THANKSGIVING 
          DAY 
 
    HOLIDAY 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

27 
 
 

28 

 

 

 

 

29 
8 am Worship 
9 am Bible Study 
9 am Choir Reh. 
10:30 Worship          
10:30 Children SS 
 

30 
12N Bible 
Study 
 
 

    
AA Meets  
Every Monday 
& Thursday  
at 8:00 p.m. 

 
**Breakfast 
with Bob at 
the Country 
Kitchen in 
Millsboro, 
DE  


