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We end 2016 with quite a year behind us. I started as your Pastor last January. We’ve gone through Lent and Easter,
Summer and now are finishing up the Christmas season. We have accomplished a lot and I look forward to what we
will accomplish together in 2017.
On Sunday Jan 8th, 2017, we will have a congregational meeting to decide about Solar Energy. Thank you to Doug
Fields for doing research and putting together the proposal. He has done a tremendous amount of behind the scenes
work to cut energy costs as well. Thank you for the council and finance teams for looking seriously had this
opportunity to enhance our stewardship in care for creation as well our financial stewardship.
We are moving from transition with a new pastor to now looking at where God is leading us to grow in our mission:
“To know Christ and make Christ known.” On Saturday, Jan 28th from 9am to 12pm here at CLC. We will have an
open planning workshop to discuss what we want to do and accomplish in the years to come. I encourage you to
bring an open mind, new ideas and enthusiasm. Pastor Mel Kirk will be with us to observe and offer some input as
we work together in our planning process.
On Saturday Feb. 25th from 9am to 2pm at Reformation Lutheran Church in Milford. There will be a “Called to Serve”
event. Lunch will be provided and the cost will be $15. There will be a keynote address about what it means to serve
on council followed by some workshops: “Planning for the future in your congregation” and “Evangelism: Sharing
the Gospel outside the church building.” These workshops will be led by some great folks that are doing wonderful
work in other parts of our Synod. I am excited about this leadership event. I encourage everyone but especially
council members to attend.
Looking to the future can be a daunting task. It is scary at times. We often don’t know what will happen. We are
often scared of failure. The Christmas story reminds us time and time again through the voice of the Angels. “Do Not
Be Afraid” We are also reminded that in Jesus Christ we have “God with Us.” I encourage you to have hope, be
creative and look toward the future. We have so much to offer. Pray that the Holy Spirit will enliven and embolden
us to live the Gospel here in Frankford, DE and beyond.

Isaiah 43:19 says

Mark D. Molter

“I am about to do a new thing;
Child of God,
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
Servant for Christ, Pastor
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.”
Make this your prayer for the next few months.
What new thing is God going to do? Let’s be Ready!

BISHOP GOHL’S
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. What has come into being in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. – John 1:1, 4
In 1860, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was at the peak of his success as a poet, Abraham Lincoln had just been
elected President, giving hope to many in the nation; but optimism gave way to hard times for America and for
Longfellow, personally. The Civil War began the following year, and Longfellow's wife died of severe burns after her
dress caught fire. Longfellow was so badly burned on his hands and face trying to save his wife that he could not
even attend her funeral. In his journal for Christmas Day 1861, he wrote, "How inexpressibly sad are the holidays."
By 1862, the Civil War was in full-swing and the death toll heavy. That year, Longfellow wrote "'A merry Christmas,'
say the children, but that is no more for me."
In 1863, Longfellow's son, who had run away to join the Union Army, was severely wounded and returned home in
December. On Christmas Day that year, Longfellow began a slow ascent from his despair girded by his faith, writing:
I heard the bells on Christmas Day Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat Of peace on earth, goodwill to men.
Longfellow’s journal reveals that these words didn’t come easy, the Battle of Gettysburg was not long past,
“goodwill to men” rang hollow for this this war-torn country, where brother fights against brother and father
against son:
And in despair I bowed my head; “There is no peace on earth," I said;
"For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!"
I suspect that could be said of this day, too. We live in challenging times. We are complicit by our silence in the face
of injustice. We are feeble in our solidarity with those who are oppressed. We long for nostalgic Christmases “just
like the ones we used to know,” and we have not risen fully into the high calling we share to be the body of Christ,
caught like everyone else in the hustle and bustle of the season. It’s simply easier to tend the carols, candlelight and
credit card bills than it is to do something different that might, in fact, change us – and the world.
Yet Longfellow concludes with what he believed was the real hope of Christmas:
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep; "God is not dead; nor doth he sleep!
The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail! With peace on earth, goodwill to men!”
While I wish one and all the richest blessings of Christmas, I pray, like Longfellow, that we would be renewed to
share the glad tidings of peace and goodwill. In the Incarnate Love of God given in Jesus Christ we do not pretend
that peace and goodwill are a reality; but they are possible when people of faith work side by side for the love of
God and neighbor. At the many intersections of hope and despair abroad in this world, we are called by Christ to the
work of Christmas, of incarnation, together.

+William J. Gohl Jr., Bishop Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA

FROM BILL'S DESK:
During our 2016 council meeting, I was nominated to be
Council President. I prayed someone would step up to
the plate and become our new President. Guess what,
when you pray, you don't always get what you pray for.
Sometimes GOD has a different plan for you.
After serious contemplation, and many years on council,
I came to the realization that GOD had a plan for me,
HE had been grooming me for years and now I am ready
to do the job. The only thing I can promise all of you
is that I'll do my best and try and follow GOD'S plan for
all of us.
THE LIFE CHANGING POWER OF PRAYER
One of life's greatest mysteries is the power of prayer.
These words “the power of prayer” are so familiar, yet
sometimes we forget what they mean. Prayer is a
powerful tool for communicating with GOD, it is an
opportunity to talk with the GIVER of all good things.
Prayer is not a thing to be taken lightly or to be used
infrequently. Prayer is a pathway to an intimate
relationship with GOD.
Sometimes we don't even know what we should pray
for, or how to pray as we should, but the Holy Spirit
prays with us. He helps us with our daily problems and
in our praying.
We typically regard “on our knees” as the standard
position for prayer, but talking to GOD isn't limited to
any position. He can hear us regardless.
We can never know how GOD will answer the prayers of
his people. We only know that he tells us to pray about
anything and everything. We may feel helpless, but
when we pray the door is open for GOD to step in and
help us.
May each and every one of us have a deep personal
relationship with GOD through prayer.
God's Little Devotional Book
GOD'S Blessings.
Bill Carroll, Council President

Don’t forget, January 1 we’ll have one Liturgy
at 10:30 a.m. Our first-Sunday coffee hour will
include breakfast. All are invited. Please RSVP
for breakfast by signing up on the bulletin board
in Luther Hall.

Calling all Cooks
If you’d like to make an egg casserole for our
January 1 first-Sunday coffee hour/breakfast,
here’s the recipe:
Ingredients: 8 eggs, 1 tsp salt, 3 cups milk, 1 ½
tsp dark mustard (Dijon), 1 lb. bulk sausage, 2
cups cheddar cheese, 10 slices bread (crusts
removed), & ¼ tsp onion powder
Instructions: Brown sausage and drain. Mix
eggs, milk, salt, mustard and onion powder
together. Remove crusts from bread and break
bread into pieces, put into a 9”x13” pan. Next,
layer cheese, then sausage. Pour egg mixture
over all. Casserole can be baked immediately or
refrigerated overnight and baked the next
morning. Bake at 350 degrees for about an
hour.
If you’d like to bring other breakfast items, fruit,
muffins/donuts, and yogurt will certainly make
for a nice buffet!
Sign-up sheets for both bringing a casserole or
other breakfast item and to RSVP are on the
bulletin board in Luther Hall.

THE DEACONS’ TABLE

Congratulations to the
2017 Council

Luke 2:10-12 And the angel said to them, “Fear
not, for behold I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger. (ESV)
As we approach Christmas and look forward to
the new year, I would like to reflect on all the
blessings we as a community of believers have
received. We have been blessed to be able to have
all of our outreach ministries; to feed the homeless,
to bring Word and Sacrament and worship to our
brothers and sisters at Renaissance and Atlantic
Shores Re-hab Centers, to help those in need
through our Food Pantry and Service Team, and to
share Christian fellowship with one another during
the year.

I would also like to express my sincere gratitude
to you, my brothers and sisters, for you wondrous
generosity and support for my ministries, and all the
ministries of our community of faith. Thank you and
God bless you all.
May you have a very Merry Christmas and a
happy and blessed New Year.
Your fellow servant in Christ,
Jim Gelato, OSSD

There are different kinds
of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them.
There are different ways of serving, but the
same Lord is served. There are different abilities
to perform service, but the same God gives to
everyone ability for particular service. The
Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each
person, for the good of all. [1 Cor. 12:4-7]
Our Council for 2017 was installed on
December 18 and include Bill Carroll,
President, Cathy Kunst, Vice President, Kathy
Waluk, Secretary, Pat Carroll, Susan Pittinger,
Lesley Shuey (Helping Ministry), Ellen
DeShazo, Jim Gelato, Gary Tice (Growing
Ministry), Doug Fields and John Douthwaite
(Sustaining Ministry). Also installed with
“voice but no vote” appointments, Barb
Bartges, Financial Secretary and Jim Landis,
Treasurer.
Congratulations to all!

OPERATING FUND REPORT
As of November 30, 2016
Budget

$174,528

Actual Income
$174,792
Actual Expenses $183,326
Net Gain and/or
Loss of Reserves
($8,534)

Thanks for your continued support.
Jim Landis, Treasurer

Council Highlights
Of Meeting
December 13, 2016

Some dates to remember: Christmas Eve Service
is at 7:00 pm, Christmas Day Service is at 9:00 am,
New Year’s Day Service at 10:30 am followed by a
brunch, January 24th Christian Unity Service at St.
Ann’s which our choir will be participating.
Property has moved the water cooler from the
Narthex to the kitchen.
Council has started to brain storm as to what will be
their area(s) of focus for 2017. It was suggested
that some goals may need to be two year goals to
really be effective.
$100.00 from Local Benevolence will be donated to
Sussex County Education Foundation to help with
scholarships which will be used for short
educational programs that lead to employment.

THANK YOU
Dear CLC Friends,
Thank you for the generous Christmas gift and
for thinking of me. CLC has shown me great
kindness. You all have a giving heart!
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy,
Healthy New Year!
Dee Austin, CLC Secretary

Can You Spare
One Sunday?

Lonnie Riley, Secretary

Opportunities to serve as Ushers abound!
When our list of disciples willing and able to
serve as Ushers is large, one only has to serve
once every 4-6 weeks. The task is east: give the
faithful arriving to worship a Bulletin/Bulletin
Insert, invite them into the Sanctuary for
worship, direct the faithful to communion, and
take a headcount.

Starting in 2017 the Council will be meeting on
the THIRD Tuesday of the month..

Those serving at 8:00 a.m. open the parking lot
(take chain down) and doors; those serving at
10:30 a.m. close up. All Users collect Bulletins
as the faithful depart.

There will be a Special Congregational Meeting
January 8, 2017 after the 10:30 a.m. service to vote
on the installation of solar panels.

Respectfully Submitted,

2017 Council:
President—Bill Carroll
Vice President—Cathy Kunst
Secretary—Kathy Waluk

Please prayerfully consider serving in this
capacity; and if the Spirit moves you to serve in
this capacity, please contact Dick Riehl (for the
10:30 a.m. service) or Deacon Jim Gelato (for
the 8:00 a.m. service). Remember, too, that
schedules are compiled monthly, so please
contact Dick or Jim to let them know of any
dates you are not available to serve. Training
will be provided!

Council Approves Addendum
WOMEN’S
SPIRITUALITY
WOMEN’S
SPIRITUALITY
meets on the first Monday of the
month at 1:30 p.m. All women, members and friends,
are invited to join in this time together. Fellowship,
learning, prayer and reflection are included as we seek
to know Christ and as we seek to be better at making
Christ known.

Congregational Meeting
January 8th
All CLC disciples were notified by
letter of December 14, of a
Special Congregational Meeting
being held on Sunday, January 8,
in the Sanctuary immediately following the
10:30 a.m. Liturgy to discuss the purchase of
solar panels. Congregational approval is needed
to proceed. Doug Fields, Council Member and
Property Team Leader, will present the Solar
Panel Project proposal and answer questions.
All are welcomed, but only CLC members may
vote. Please plan to attend!

Annual Christmas Celebration
Saturday, December 3
Our Annual Christmas Celebration was a wonderful
event enjoyed by all. A huge THANK YOU to all who
cooked, planned, participated in presentations –
musical and otherwise – and cleaned up.
Thanks, too, to all who brought supplies to donate to
the teachers at Clayton Elementary who often, because
of budgetary constraints, dip into their personal funds
to buy much-needed classroom supplies such as paper
towels, Handi-wipes, hand disinfectant, Clorox wipes,
tissues and items that deplete quickly were brought in.

to CLC Use of Church Facility Policy
Our policy for Use of Church Facility, approved
2/13/2011 and since updated, clearly outlines
who may use the facilities, purposes for which
the building cannot be used, and scheduling for
use of facilities. All who are approved by
Council to use the facilities are given the
guidelines stipulating appropriate use, the fact
that we do not have a commercial kitchen, and
that all must be returned as found and clean
since CLC does not employ a custodian, janitor
nor sexton. A CLC representative will be on
hand to open and close the facilities and insure
all is in order.
The addendum to the policy clarifies that CLC
does not participate in the payment of,
arranging or coordinating for private events and
programs whether for members or nonmembers. This includes, but is not limited to,
receptions or luncheons following funeral,
wedding, baptism, confirmation, or sending
services or for birthday, shower, graduation or
retirement celebrations.
While members and/or families of members are
responsible for completing a Request for Use of
Facilities form, hosting, and covering the cost of
private receptions following services, programs,
or events, CLC (the Hospitality & Fellowship
Team) may be consulted for direction when
Luther Hall is being used.
The only exception to this addendum is that a
coffee-and-cake reception may be offered
following a memorial service.
Any other
exception to the policy is considered only by
Council and will not set precedent if granted.
Copies of the policy, addendum thereto, and
Request for Use of Facilities forms will soon be
available in the CLC office.

Attention All Ushers
The 2016 schedules are compiled monthly. For
ushers serving at the 10:30 am service, please
contact Dick Riehl to let him know of any dates
you are not available to serve; for ushers
serving at the 8:00 am service, please contact
Deacon Jim Gelato.
For those contemplating service as an Usher, but
have not served before, training will be provided.
It’s easy and a most helpful way to serve.
Many thanks to all who continue to serve in this
very important role.

ALTAR GUILD
Thanks to all our Altar Guild members for your
continued service. We are in need of more
members. Please see me about joining this
group. Thanks, Bev Stalnaker

DIRECTORY
Any
changes
please
contact
the
office
secretary, Dee Austin.

MARTIN LUTHER
Plan a Trip in 2017 for 11 Days
following the Footsteps of Martin
Luther: September 18-28, 2017
Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation where it all began! Visit
Wartburg Castle in Eisenach. . . the
Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt. . . Luther’s
birthplace in Eisleben. . .the Castle Church in
Wittenberg. . . Leipzig where Luther debated
Johann Eck. Travel through the beautiful
Rhine Valley and also visit the historic cities
of Augsburg, Nuremberg, Berlin, Dresden
and Munich. All for only $3,749 per person.
If interested, flyers with information to
obtain a brochure with complete details are
available on the table in Luther Hall.

QUILTERS’ NEEDS!!
Sponsoring Altar
Flowers, Candles
and Weekly Bulletins
Sponsorship is a wonderful way to
memorialize or honor a loved one or
event. The cost for sponsoring bulletins/
candles is $5 each; and flowers is $26
you can also split with someone else and
pay $13 each (sign-up sheets are on the
bulletin board in Luther Hall). To pay for
sponsorship, place your check or cash in
an offering envelope and mark it with
your name and “flowers”, “bulletin”, or
“candle” and place in the offering plate.

We are in need of sheets, blankets, mattress
pads, etc. to continue our service to
Lutheran World Relief (LWR). Any questions
please contact me. Thanks, Bev Stalnaker.

BELIEVE IN GOD
AND YOU WILL FIND
LOVE,
FOR GOD IS LOVE.

JANUARY 2017
Birthdays:

C.L.C. FEED MY
SHEEP
Thank you for all donations of food and money
that allows us to continue this mission.

Continued Food Service Needs:
CEREAL - HOT and COLD
CANNED FRUIT and JUICES
GRANOLA and BREAKFAST BARS
CANNED VEGETABLES OF ALL KINDS
CANNED STEWS
CANNED POULTRY
PASTA
TOMATO SAUCE WITH MEAT
PEANUT BUTTER and JELLY
CANNED LUNCHEON MEATS - SPAM, CHICKEN,
CANNED TUNA
If a monetary gift is easier for you, just write
“Food Service” on the outside of love
envelope and place in offering plate.
Food requests taken Monday thru Thursday
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. only.
Please call 302-732-1156 for an appointment.
Dick Riehl, Hans Neas, Larry Forster and
MaryEllen Engler

Gerrie Bowerman
Bill Kunst
Fred Haas
Jim Gelato
Lesley Shuey
Allan King
Lou Riley
Sandy Wachter-Myers
Richard Riehl
Greg Rinker

Anniversaries:

Mark & Caitlin Molter

01
12
15
16
16
20
20
21
26
26
2

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown please
give to the church office, or send info to:
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com

YOUR PLEDGE

If you have not yet made your financial
commitment for 2017, commitment cards are
available in the narthex. You have also received
an invitation to pledge electronically. On
September 21, 2016, Financial Secretary, Barb
Bartges sent this invitation to those who have
email addresses. Make your commitment either
by card or electronically. If everyone who gives to
CLC will increase giving by $2.00 a week, the
regular offering of the congregation will cover our
2017 budget. If $2.00 a week is too great a burden,
you are still encouraged to increase your regular
giving. Even an increase $.50 a week (that is $2.00
a month) grows the financial support CLC
receives. Many small additions add up to a larger
sum. God is a God of abundance. Thank you,
God for giving us enough!

$2.70
The national average cost for the
Salvation Army to provide a meal to
someone in need. The organization has
been collecting holiday donations of
change (and occasionally paper clips,
game tokens, diamond ring, and, er,
gold teeth) in its iconic kettles since
1891.
Thanks to any anonymous
donation of $500,000, $150 million was
raised during last year’s Red Kettle
Campaign, making it the biggest fundraising season on record. Instead of
getting a $5 latte, think about helping
the 4 million families who receive
Christmas assistance (ranging from
holiday meals to gifts) from the Salvation
Army.

12
The number of grapes Spaniards ritually
eat at midnight on New Year’s Eve. As
tradition has it, If you consume all dozen
grapes (one for each month of the year)
before the 12th stroke to midnight, you
will have prosperity and good luck in the
coming year. The custom is thought to
date as far back as the late 1800’s, but it
didn’t become established until 1909,
when there was a particularly bountiful
grape harvest. To make the custom
even more convenient, grocery stores
sell tins of 12 peeled and pitted grapes
around the holiday. To wash it all down?
A glass of Cava, of course.

4 Cents
The cost of the first Christmas postage
stamp, released in 1962.
Despite
controversy over whether religiousthemed stamps violated the separation
of church and state, the U.S. Post Office
Department anticipated a huge demand
for the inaugural Christmas stamp and
printed 350 million, the biggest printing
for a special stamp at the time. That
wasn’t enough: The initial supply sold
out quickly, and by the end of 1962
1 billion of the stamps, which featured a
wreath and two candles, had been
printed and distributed. Since then the
U . S . P o st al S e rv i c e ha s is sue d
contemporary (i.e., secular) and
traditional (i.e. religious) holiday stamps,
including ones honoring Hanukkah and
Kwanzaa, every year—except for 2000,
when there were too many left over from
1999 to print new ones. Bah, humbug!

From: Real Simple Magazine
December 2016

Please see on-line
Realsimple.com

JANUARY 2017
Communion
Assistant

8:00 a.m.

Assisting Minister

Jan. 1

NO 8 AM SERVICE

Jan. 8

Suzy Schaeffer

Cathy Kunst

Bill Kunst

Linda Riehl

Linda Riehl

Jan. 15

Norma Rodney

Jim Gelato

Phyllis Dobson

Doris Egbert

____

Jan. 22

Jim Gelato

Norma Rodney

Susan Pittinger

Susan Pittinger

Susan
Pittinger

Jan. 29

Suzy Schaeffer

Jim Gelato

Vernon Miller

Doris Egbert

____

Communion
Assistant

Ushers

Ushers

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Greeter

Greeter

Counting
Team

10:30 a.m.

Assisting Minister

Jan. 1

Sophia Riehl

NO HOLY
COMMUNION
(Service of the
Word)

Pat & Julia
McMullen

____

____

Neas &
Fields

Jan. 8

Joanne Strunck

Dan Risch &
Jim Gelato

A. Booth &
L. Lauterbach

Doug & Karlyn
Fields

Carol Clarke

Levine &
Driscoll

Jan. 15

Jim Gelato

Sophia Riehl &
Cathy Tice

Gordon Naar &
Don Striebig

Lesley Shuey

Judy Striebig

Pittinger &
Shifflett

Jan. 22

Dave Bartges

Joanne Strunck
& Jim Gelato

Judy & Hans
Neas

Bev Stalnaker

Bev Stalnaker

Sacona &
Kellam

Jan. 29

Sophia Riehl

Dave Bartges & Harry & Ruth
Jim Gelato
Sacona

Judy Neas

Judy & Hans
Neas

Bartges &
Hennessey

This Calendar is Subject to Change. Please check before attending.

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH – JANUARY 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1 New Year’s

2
No Service
Team
Noon Bible
Study
1:30
Women’s
Spirituality

3
9:30 am
Quilters

4
8 am Men’s
Group

4:00 pm
EXCOM

10:30 am
Hospitality
1:30-4:30
Cards

5:30 pm Food
Drop Off; Feed
God’s People
Ministry

9

10
9:30 am
Quilters
9:30 Property
Team

11
8 am Men’s
Group

12
4 pm Christian
Commun.

Day; 1 worship
service @
10:30 am
First Sunday
Coffee Hour
(breakfast)
8
8 am Worship
9 am Bible
Study
9 am Choir
10:30 Worship
Congregational
Mtg. after 10:30
worship
15
8 am Worship
9 am Bible
Study
9 am Choir

Noon Bible
Study

16
Noon Bible
Study
GRAPEVINE
DEADLINE

17

9:30 am
Quilters
12 Noon Lay
Visitation
2:30 pm
Stewardship
4 pm Council

23
Noon Bible
Study

24
9:30 am
Quilters
2 pm
Worship &
Music

29

30

7 pm Service
@ St.
Anne’s*
31

8am Worship
9 am Choir
9 am Bible
Study
10:30 Worship

Noon Bible
Study

9:30 am
Quilters

Thursday
5
10 am CCC
meeting

Friday

Sat.

6

7
10 am
Worship @
Atlantic
Shores

13

14

20

21

27

28

5:30 pm Food
Drop Off; Feed
God’s People
Ministry

7 pm Point
Farms

10:30 Worship

22
8 a.m. Worship
9 am Choir
9 am Bible
Study
10:30 Worship

Wed.

18
8 am Men’s
Group

19
1 pm Finance

10 a.m. Mutual
Ministry

5:30 pm Food
Drop Off; Feed
God’s People
Ministry

1:30-4:30
Cards
25

26

8 am Men’s
Group

5:30 pm Food
Drop Off; Feed
God’s People
Ministry

10:30 am
Worship @
Renaissance

*1/24 @ 7 pm
Service @
St. Anne’s,
Bethany
Beach
Pray for
Christian Unity
CLC Choir to
participate.

CLC Goals
Workshop
9 am – 12N

5:30 pm Dinner
Group

Breakfast With
Bob @ Country
Kitchen in
Millsboro every
Thurs 8 am

AA meets
every Mon
& Thurs;
Luther
Hall 8 pm

