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Dear Friends in Christ:
November has quickly come upon us. We begin November
with our All Saints Day and our Annual Meeting. What a
great time to give thanks for the all the saints who inspire us
in our faith and to give thanks for all work we do as
Community Lutheran Church. God is good. I urge you to
find a moment (it can be just 5 minutes) to give thanks to
God. With all the is happening in the world around we can
often be so focused on negativity and our fears about the
future we forget to be grateful for what we do have and what
God is doing right now.

Mark D. Molter, n/OLF
Community Lutheran Church
Frankford, DE
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor
Office (302) 732-1156
Cell (540)226-6444

SING TO THE LORD
Every congregation needs a song book, for it is
our songs that unite us in one voice and one
purpose worshiping GOD. The Christian religion
is a singing faith. Hymns and spiritual songs
have been the joy of GOD’S people. Hymns
have a place in the devotional life of the church.
Singing changes the brain. Some studies show
that when we sing, our bodies release hormones
that relieve anxiety and stress. Other research
indicates that when a group of people sings
together their heartbeats actually synchronize
with each other.
Scripture does speak about believers singing to
the Lord. The Bible repeats
“Sing praise”
more than fifty times. We read in 2 Chronicles
20:14-22 people demonstrating their trust in
GOD by singing as they marched into battle. As
Moses led the Israelites through dammed up
waters, wiping out Pharaoh’s strike force, the
Israelites sang “I will sing to the LORD for he is
highly exalted.”
The prayer like hymn “Nearer, My GOD, to
Thee” is associated with the sinking of the
Titanic on her maiden voyage in April 1912. As
the great steamer settled deep in the water, the
ships orchestra, knowing well that there was no
room in the lifeboats for then, bravely kept their
places with this hymn on their lips as they went
down.
GOD wants us to sing our praises to him.
“Praise the LORD” for it is good to sing praises
to our GOD; for it is pleasant, and praise is
beautiful. (Psalm 14:l7-11). “Serve the LORD
with gladness; come before HIS presence with
singing” (Psalm 100:2).
So let us make a joyful noise. GOD encourages
us to speak and sing hymns of praise in good
times and bad. Just let the hymn you sing play
through tour mind and spirit and feel GOD’S
everlasting love and faithfulness.
Bill Carroll, Council President

YOUR UPDATED
DIRECTORY IS IN
THE NARTHEX.
PLEASE ONLY ONE
PER FAMILY.
Please report any changes or corrections to our
office and changes will be made regularly and
updates issued on a current basis.

THANK YOU to everyone for your prayers,
cards, flowers. A special thank you for
those who came to visit in the hospital. We
really appreciate your thoughtfulness.
Blessings to you all. Janet & Jim Gelato
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Advent Soup & Service Wednesdays

Advent is just around the corner and that
means Soup & Service Wednesdays. As
before, we will gather in Luther Hall at
6 p.m. for a meal, then congregate in the
Sanctuary for service at 7 p.m.
Sign-up sheets will be posted on the
bulletin board in Luther Hall to bring soup
or bread. Please prayerfully consider
volunteering.

THE DEACONS’ TABLE

Food

Pantry

Dear CLC Family,
I invite you to read Luke 11: 1-13
This Gospel reading gives us an opportunity
to reflect on the great prayer that Jesus taught
us. Think how this prayer links us to all of the
great figures in Christian history, from Peter and
Paul to Augustine, Francis of Assisi, Martin
Luther, Henri Nouwen, right up to the present
day.
A desire to pray is planted deep within us.
This means the desire to speak to God and to
listen to Him. We should always keep in mind
that prayer is not intended to change God’s mind
or to tell God something He doesn’t know. God
is not like some big boss we have to persuade.
He is rather the One who wants nothing other
than to give us good things- though they might
not always be what we want in the ways we
want them.

Fall is here and it is the time to consider the
needs of the Food Pantry for the fall and
winter months. During the winter there may
be a rise in the number of families requesting
our food support.
Some of our local
residents are employed in agriculture,
construction or the tourist industry. During
the winter these jobs largely disappear. The
Pantry currently has 26 families that have
used or are currently using our services.
Hopefully we can be ready for new families
needing our help. Instead of a long list of
items that the pantry
needs, there will be
1 or 2 items spotlighted each month. These
will be basic items that every family receives
and are in high demand. Check in the
Sunday bulletin for the current needed food
items. When you are shopping perhaps you
can pick up one or both of the featured items
and place them the bin outside the Pantry.
Thank you in advance for your concern for
our less fortunate neighbors.
Food Pantry Task Force

Can you see how this prayer rightly orders
us? We must put God’s Holy Name first; we
must strive to do His will in all things and at all
times; we must be strengthened by spiritual
food or we will fall; we must be agents of
forgiveness; we must continue to pray for one
another; we must TRUST in Him and in His
Divine Wisdom no matter how dark things look
at times. He is always with us and will never
leave us or forsake us. Thanks be to God!

With gratitude,
Jim Gelato, OSSD

Property Team installing a light post.
Tom Koerner, Doug Fields, Alan King,
and Kerry Shull

HAPPY 22ND ANNIVERSARY

Sponsoring Altar
Flowers, Candles
and Weekly Bulletins
Sponsorship is a wonderful way to
memorialize or honor a loved one or event. The cost for
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and flowers are
$13 each or $26 for both, See the sign-up sheets on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. To pay for sponsorship, place
your check or cash in an offering envelope and mark it with
your name and “flowers”, “bulletin”, or “candle” and place in
the offering plate.

IT WILL BE HERE BEFORE
YOU KNOW IT.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
I am looking for volunteers to help with CLC’s Christmas
Party entertainment. If you can sing by yourself or with a
group, play an instrument, read poems or just about anything else.

PLEASE Contact Pat McMullen:
@ 302-537-9640 or e-mail
irishlady280patricia@aol.com.

Annual Giving Pledges Reminder

Planning in Advance
Details on future events will be provided,
but for now, mark your calendars to plan
in advance:
•

Advent begins Sunday, December 3;
Soup & Service Wednesdays will be
held December 6, 13, and 20.

•

Our annual Christmas Celebration will
be held Wednesday, December 6th
in Luther Hall beginning at noon.

•

Christmas Eve is Sunday, December
24. There will be one Liturgy service
at 10:30 a.m. and our traditional
Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m.

•

We will have one Service of the Word
on December 31, New Year’s Eve at
10:30 a.m.

Prayers for DiscipleMaking
Congregations
God, enable our churches to help people
discover and use their spiritual gifts in
ministry. Rom. 12:6-8
God grant our leadership a plan for
growth and development. Jer. 29:11

As you know, Sunday, October 15 was Commitment
Sunday. If you have not filled out a pledge for your
annual giving for 2018, please do so. If you have already pledged either electronically or by filling out a
Commitment Card, THANK YOU. Pledges are helpful
for our Finance Team for us to stay on budget during
the year.
As baptized children of God, we have a precious relationship with God through Christ and with one another. God provides everything. As we are blessed,
we are also given a responsibility to care for creation
and our neighbors as well as ourselves. Community
Lutheran Church is our community of faith. Together we grow in grace. Together we love God. Together we love our neighbor.
Financial giving to CLC is giving to God and God’s
mission. The Biblical model for giving is 10% or more
of all that we have. But CLC does not require the
giving of a tithe to maintain membership. We believe that we give as God calls us to give and with
God’s guidance we each determine what to give.
The Stewardship Team is asking each member to
prayerfully consider giving more in 2018 than what is
being given in 2017. We have paid staff. CLC’s property cost money to support and maintain. In addition, CLC’s Service Team depends on financial support for ministry with and for veterans, active military and students of the local elementary school.
CLC’s Emergency Food Pantry and work with the
homeless ministry with House of Mercy require financial support as well. Giving to CLC also financially
supports the mission of the greater Church through
the Delaware Maryland Synod and the ELCA.

If you haven’t yet pledged, you can do so
electronically by following the Link provided
in CLC’s email of 10/15/17 (https://goo.gl/
forms/mQQLvddAkF75QczB2) OR filling out a
Commitment Card, available in the Narthex
or by calling the office, 302-732-1156 (please
note, either/or, not both).
Thanks to all for continued support to Community
Lutheran Church.

Women’s Spirituality

Women’s Spirituality meets the first Monday of
each month at 1:00 p.m. (unless it is a holiday.)
This gathering is open to all women. Discussion
is usually sparked by reading a hymn and
looking at the Biblical imagery and how the
hymn connects to our lives and experiences.
We discuss theology as well as spiritual
discernment. Prayer is an important activity in
our time together.

The AARP Smart Driver course is the nation’s
first refresher course specifically designed for
drivers age 50 and older. In the state of
Delaware and many other states, drivers may
benefit from a discount on their auto insurance
premium upon completing the course.

Why the Sign-Up
Sheets??
Sign-up sheets help us
to know how many
disciples will step forward to help out, whatever the
task. When the Property Team offers sign-up sheets
for Clean the Lord’s House Day, we’ll know how
many tasks will be completed (and how many will
have to be addressed otherwise) and to know how
to plan for a continental breakfast. When the
Hospitality & Fellowship Team asks for disciples to
sign up, for example, soup & service Wednesdays, it
allows us to know how much bread and how many
crocks of soup to expect.
Sign-up sheets are not always accurate as sometimes
we’re not certain on whether we’ll be attending – or
perhaps our plans to attend or participate may
change at the last minute. But making an effort to
sign up certainly allows for better planning,
regardless of last-minute changes.

Course highlights include research-based safe
driving strategies, information on the effects of
medication on driving, preventive measures to
reduce driver distractions, proper use of safety
belts, air bags, anti-lock brakes, and new
technology found in cars today, techniques for
handling
left
turns,
right-of-way,
and
roundabouts and more.
The classes are offered the second Friday of
every month. It may be the 4 hour refresher or
the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is
needed.
Contact Joan King (239-567-0606) for more
information and to register for the course.

REFORMATION SUNDAY
Come Celebrate 500 Years of Reformation NEXT
Sunday, October 29th – Choir sings at both
Liturgies and Coffee & Cake will be served
following the 10:30 AM worship service in Luther
Hall. All are welcome.

CLC Presents Rick Steves’
Luther and the Reformation
On Saturday, October 28, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at
the South Coastal Library, 43 Kent Avenue, Bethany
Beach, CLC will present the film Luther and the
Reformation. Rick Steves tells the story of a humble
monk who lived a dramatic life. Key sites are visited
relating to the Reformation including Erfurt,
Wittenberg, and Rome) and the complicated political
world of 16th-century Europe is explored. Open to
the public – invite your friends and neighbors to
attend!

The Stewardship Team thanks everyone who
pledged for 2018.
Whether you pledged by
e-mail or with a commitment card, your pledge
is important. Again, everyone is
asked to
increase 2018 giving over 2017 giving. It is
suggested giving 10 percent more in 2018. If
you haven’t yet pledged for 2018, commitment
cards are available in the narthex or by calling
the church office and requesting a commitment
card.
In addition, we are grateful for those who completed 2017 Time and Talent sheets (pledging
of time and talent). These updates are helpful
to our ministry teams and the church council.
If you have not completed a recent Time and
Talent, these survey sheets are available in
the Narthex or by calling the church office.

OPERATING FUND REPORT
As of September 30, 2017
Budget

$153,864

Actual Income

$133,407

Actual Expenses

$145,841

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves ($12,434)

Thanks for your continued support.
Jim Landis, Treasurer

Dear Friends in Christ,

Attention Council Members
Our Annual Meeting will be on November 5.
Our Council Retreat which is normally the
weekend following the Annual Meeting will be
split over two weekends: We will meet Friday,
November 10, for a getting-to-know each
other, getting to know the role of Council and
EXCOM, and possibly electing officers gathering; and the following Saturday, November 18,
we will meet for the business part of the retreat
including goal setting for 2018.

The time has come to inform you that our total “Income” is sliding downward weekly. In
order to keep operating our church we must
try(significantly) to increase our giving.
. Please give serious thought to increase your
contribution. Even if you increase by $1.00 a
week, that would make a helpful change in our
financial situation. We are diligently controlling expenses and attempting to manage our
reserves, but the bottom line is “our income is
insufficient.”
Financial Secretary, Barbara Bartges.

Finding a Safe Harbor:
Women’s Retreat
Invitation has been extended to the women of
Community for this one-day women’s retreat to
be held at St. Peter’s Community Life Center
(10301 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, Maryland)
on Saturday, November 18 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. and led by Sharey Biles. All women are
invited! Lunch will be served with snacks
available all day. Cost $8. Optional dinner out
after the Retreat (Dutch Treat). To reserve a
space, call Sharey Biles at 513-309-1375 or
call St. Peter’s at 410-524-7474. This will be an
opportunity to strengthen our relationships with
God and one another.

Monthly Dinner Group
Open to All

Can You Spare One Sunday?
Opportunities to serve as Ushers abound!
When our list of disciples willing and able to
serve as Ushers is large, one only has to serve
once every 4-6 weeks. The task is easy: give
the faithful arriving to worship a Bulletin/Bulletin
Insert, invite them into the Sanctuary for
worship, direct the faithful to communion,
circulate trays for donations, present elements
and trays to altar, and take a headcount. Those
serving at 8:00 a.m. open the parking lot (take
chain down) and doors; those serving at 10:30
a.m. close up. All Users collect Bulletins as the
faithful depart.
Please prayerfully consider serving in this
capacity; and if the Spirit moves you to serve in
this capacity, please contact Dick Riehl (for the
10:30 a.m. service) or Deacon Jim Gelato (for
the 8:00 a.m. service). Remember, too, that
schedules are compiled monthly, so please
contact Dick or Jim to let them know of any
dates you are not available to serve. Training
will be provided!

We noticed that the fourth Thursday in
November is Thanksgiving Day! At the October
26th gathering, the group will decide on whether
to meet in November the Thursday before or
Thursday after Thanksgiving.
Info will be
included on the bulletin board in Luther Hall as
well as in the Sunday Bulletin Inserts once a
decision is made. Stay tuned!
On the fourth Thursday of each month, we
gather at a local restaurant to share a meal
(Dutch Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie.
We always begin gathering at 5:00 p.m., with
the meal beginning at 5:30 p.m. A different
restaurant is chosen monthly with info posted on
the bulletin board in Luther Hall; no calls are
made. It’s great fun! If you are interested in
coming, contact Ruth Sacona so we’ll know how
many to expect when making reservations.
Remember, you must phone to confirm your
attendance.

TIME & TALENT SURVEY
All members and friends of CLC are
encouraged to complete the Time and
Talent Survey annually. This information
helps the pastor and team leaders
connect individual interest with ministry
activities. Please complete and return to
the church office at your earliest
convenience.

NOVEMBER 2017
Birthdays:
Carol Agsten
Karlyn Fields
Beverly Jeffries
Ned Troutman
Kerry Shull
Dave Bartges
Joan Hennessey
Dan Risch
Caitlin Molter
Don Striebig

1
3
4
12
14
15
18
18
24
30

Strange, isn’t it?!?
Isn’t is strange how twenty dollars seems like
such a large amount when you donate it to
church, but such a small amount when you go
shopping?

Anniversaries:
Louise & Don Lauterbach
Ed & Beverly Jeffries
Lesley & Patrick Shuey
Linda & Richard Riehl

1
10
10
30

f your birthday or anniversary is not shown
please give to the church office,
or send info to: beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com
If you would like your age or anniversary years listed
please contact me.

Isn’t it strange how two hours seem so long
when you’re at church, and how short they seem
when you’re watching a good movie?
Isn’t it strange that you can’t find words to say
when you’re praying, but you have no trouble
thinking what to talk about with a friend?
Isn’t it strange how difficult it is to read one
chapter of the Bible, but how easy it is to read a
popular novel?
Isn’t it strange how everyone wants front-rowtickets to concerts, but they want to sit in the last
row at Church?
Isn’t it strange how we need to know about an
event for Church 2-3 weeks before the day so
we can include it in our agenda, but we can
adjust it for other events in the last minute?

Funeral Service for Freida Gotreaux will
be held on Wednesday, October 25th,
2:00 PM, Delaware Veterans Memorial
Cemetery, 26669 Patriots Way, Millsboro.

A Memorial Service will be held at CLC on
Sunday, November 5th, 9:30 AM
(No 8:30 AM Worship Service or 9:00 AM
Bible Study held this Sunday).
Pastor Mark Molter

Isn’t it strange how difficult it is to learn a fact
about God and share it with others, but it’s easy
to repeat gossip?
Isn’t it strange how we believe everything that
internet, magazines and newspapers say, but
we question the words in the Bible?

THE DEACONS’ TABLE
Feed God’s People – SUMMER SHELTER & STREET VISITATION MINISTRY

Thank you so very much to all of the CLC disciples who have participated in the past as well as in current the Homeless Feed God’s People program. Without the support from all 49 CLC disciples on the previous FEED GOD’S PEOPLE program and 41+ on the current FEED GOD’S PEOPLE program we could not perform the ministry of “God’s Work our hands”.
As Christians, Jesus called us to help the least of Jesus’ people. We all are Disciples of Christ and as such Jesus’s people, but we all are not in
need as the homeless residents are. This ministry with the 49 CLC disciples on the previous FEED GOD’S PEOPLE program and 41+ on the
current FEED GOD’S PEOPLE program are actively engaged in helping ‘the least of Jesus’ people’. We, reach out to find and help those residents living in: motels w/o government assistance, cars, out in the open under bridge abutments, out in the open under and upon second floor
decks, under a sheet of tin leaned against a building, in burned out or abandoned trailers, in tents in the woods and even out in the open under
the stars, in order that we are present with these residents, love them, feed them, and even provide them with needed gently used donated clothing as well as engage them with our listening ear, our presence and the love of Jesus embodied in the disciples of Christ.
The current FEED GOD’S PEOPLE WINTER SHELTER & STREET VISITATION ministry program which began on 10/5/17 and runs thru
3/22/18. We are cooking and delivering designated food to HOM or the Stone House Shelter. The Shelter is scheduled to be opening in November and our participation resumes in November 16th. The plan is for us to deliver food and eat with the Shelter Residents on Thursday nights and
then Deacon Dave will be conducting a bible study after dinner for around an hour with the residents. Our Street Visitation Ministry to those in
need will be changed from Thursday nights to Sunday afternoon, when it is warmer, since winter nights have shown us that not too many residents want to come out in the late winter night cold.
I have included a few pictures showing the residents and children that we visit with on Thursday nights.

(Continued Next Page)

If you are moved by what you read in Deacon Dave’s Friday summary of Thursday night visitations and would like to join with the other 41+ CLC
disciple volunteers who are already signed-up to participate in ‘our hands God’s work’, FEED GOD’s PEOPLE – WINTER STREET VISITATION
MINISTRY PROJECT, call Deacon Dave (302) 841-0561 cell to discuss how you would like to participate.
Given that we have approximately 1/3 of the CLC Membership involved in this ministry, it is one of the many important outreach ministry programs
for CLC and is very much appreciated by those whom we serve with HOM. Remember that Jesus says 'what you do for the least of mine you do for
me'. I very much appreciate all of the work all 41+ CLC disciple volunteers do in the name of Jesus for this ministry. Please remember that this
CLC ministry will not function without your support and involvement, all of the CLC disciples are the key, keep up the wonderful work CLC Disciples.
Please remember your gently used clothing and or furniture and homemaker supply donations for the HOM Thrift Store as well as the other purchased donations for the HOM Homeless Ministry are still very important. Remember on Street Visitations the donated items you provide are
shared with the Residents we visit with. You will find a listing of the suggested items to donate in Luther Hall on the Bulletin Board with copies of
the list available on the counter for you to take home.
This ministry, once you expose yourself to the people, will definitely tug at your heart, and as a result you will be excited to ‘help the least of Jesus’
people’ again and again. Remember it is the ‘least of Jesus’ people’ that we are serving not ourselves. They need some help and a hand up !
May the grace, peace and the mercy of Jesus be with all Disciples of Christ, serving in Jesus’ name.
Respectfully submitted,
On Behalf of the Service Team – Homeless Projects
Dave Pittinger, OSSD Deacon

MARK YOUR CALENDER:
October 26 our monthly Dinner Group will gather ????????
Remember to call Ruth Sacona to reserve a seat if you plan to attend.
October 27 in Luther Hall from 10 a.m. to 12 noon is the last of five Cottage Meetings held in October to
glean information from all on thoughts and ideas for the future of CLC.
October 28 from 3-5 p.m., CLC will present Rick Steves Luther and the Reformation at the South Coastal Library, 43 Kent Ave., Bethany Beach.

October 29 we’ll celebrate the 500th Anniversary of Reformation; Choir will sing at both 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Liturgies (Choir practice Wednesday, October 25 @ 5 p.m.) A coffee-and-cake coffee hour will follow the
10:30 Liturgy in Luther Hall.
November 4: Don’t forget to change your clocks. Fall back!!
November 5 is our Annual Meeting. All are welcomed to attend; but only CLC members may vote on issues.
There will be only one Liturgy at 10:30; and the meeting will commence in the Sanctuary immediately following Liturgy, break for lunch in Luther Hall, and after lunch, finish business and adjourn.
November 11 & 18 Council Retreat for Council members and members-elect.

November 17 beginning at 9 a.m. is our semi-annual Clean the Lord’s House Day.
November 18 at St. Peter’s in Ocean City is a one-day Women’s Retreat, Finding a Safe Harbor.
November 23 is Thanksgiving
November 26 is Christ the King Sunday!
SEE INFO IN THIS NEWSLETTER

