
 

Dear Friends in Christ:  

Advent is here, the beginning of the church year. While all the stores, radio and television channels become all about 

Christmas way too early, we take a step back from the Christmas rush to prepare and ponder what it means for our broken 

world to wait for a Savior. For us the birth of Jesus is not an afterthought. The birth of Christ is the beginning of the Good 

News that “God is with us”. John 1:14 tells us “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” With the weight of all that is happening in the world, we 

sorely need grace and truth that comes from Jesus. Through Jesus we find that we are loved by God and we are called to 

a greater purpose be God’s light in the world. This love is meant to be shared with the world and bring redemption. Advent 

is the season we celebrate and prepare for the Good News found in Jesus.   

We celebrate advent using several colors. In some traditions the color of Advent is blue as a symbol of hope and Jesus’ 

royalty. In other traditions purple and rose symbolize the coming Kingdom and the need for repentance as we hear from 

John the Baptist and Jesus: “Repent for the Kingdom is at hand.” Both are true. Jesus brings hope, but he also reminds us 

that God comes to shake things up in our lives.  

We celebrate Advent not just to remember the hope of God’s people waiting for Jesus long ago, but also as God’s people 

who wait for Jesus to come again now. We are still waiting! 

It was around this time two years ago that this congregation was searching and preparing for a new pastor. What were you 

feeling? What were your hopes and dreams? What would change? While you waited, I was going through some of my own 

preparing, wondering and waiting as Caitlin and I prepared to be in this place with you.  

I invite you to reflect upon that time of waiting, or any other period of waiting in your life. What was it like to anticipate 

change? How might that be similar to us as we wait for Jesus? While we wait for Jesus, know the Holy Spirit is with us and 

beside us, guiding and preparing all of us. 

This year we will have our Soup and Service on Wednesday’s during Advent. The theme is Waiting for Jesus: Faith, Hope 

and Love. What does it mean to wait in Faith, Hope and Love? Let’s find out together. 

 

Mark D. Molter, n/OLF 
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor 
Office (302) 732-1156 
Cell (540)226-6444 
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In January we will have a new church council. Thank you to 

Cathy Kunst, Phyllis Dobson and Kathy Waluk who will be 

our 2018 executive team. I look forward to what we will 

accomplish this coming year. Please pray for wisdom, 

guidance and focus for our leadership. God is calling us to 

new adventures and down a few paths untrodden and 

unknown. We are reminded that Jesus Christ comes to us 

as Emmanuel “God with Us.” Let us rest in this promise. 

I hope that this Advent and Christmas, Christ makes 

himself known to you in a meaningful way. Have a happy 

and blessed celebration here in our community and with 

your family. 

Pastor Mark 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sponsoring Poinsettias for Christmas 

 

A wonderful way to honor a special someone or 
event, memorialize someone or to give to the 
Glory of God, sponsoring a poinsettia for 
Christmas is a win-win as the Altar and 
Sanctuary get decorated as well.  The cost is 
$10 per poinsettia which may be picked up 
after the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service on 
Sunday, December 24.  A sign-up sheet is on 
the bulletin board in Luther Hall. 

GOD'S  Own  SON 
 

As Mary rocks her baby boy 
She's filled with sadness, filled with joy She looks 
upon that tiny face And sees the hope of every race. 
 
Her heart is filled with a mother's glow And she 
never wants to let him go. 
She'll see him run and laugh and play 
And longs to keep him safe each day. 
 
His life won't be an easy one, 
His destiny hard, as God's own Son. 
 
Mary sees the miracles he'll perform, 
The lepers healed and free from scorn. 
The lame will walk, the blind will see. 
She sees his love will set us free. 
 
And then she sees him on a cross. 
She feels his pain and feels our loss. 
She knows his life must come to this. 
She sheds a tear and gives a kiss. 
 
His life won't be an easy one, 
His destiny hard, as God's own Son. 
 
So as Christmastime draws near 
And we are all so "busy" here, 
With shopping, baking, trees of green 
Let's ask, what does this really mean? 
 
Let's take a moment from the fuss, 
And think of all their gifts to us; 
A mother's love, a baby boy, 
Peace and comfort, love and joy. 
 
For he was born for everyone, 
His destiny, God's only Son. 
 
 
May the joy of that first Christmas be with you now 
and always.    Article written by Kathleen Weber 
 
 
Bill Carroll, Council 
President 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOV. 5, 2017 

Pictured:  Pastor Mark, Barb Bartges, Doug Fields, Phyllis Dobson, Jim Landis,  

Norma Rodney, Pat Carroll, Pat McMullen, Kathy Waluk, Cathy Kunst,  

Bill Carroll and Ellen Deshazo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where there is food, you’ll find a Lutheran. 



 

 

SATURDAY  

12 Noon  

December 9, 2017 

 

Our Annual Christmas Celebration will be held 
on Saturday, December 9, beginning at 12:00 
noon.  We will have our pot-luck meal, entertain-
ment, singing carols and much more.  Sign-up 
sheets to RSVP and to let us know what you’d 
like to bring for the meal will be posted on the 
bulletin board in Luther Hall. 

And remember, if you’d like to participate in the 
entertainment, contact Pat McMullen, who is co-
ordinating the entertainment this year. 

Mark your calendars to plan in advance:  

• Nov. 28, Tuesday at Noon - decorate the 
church for Christmas. 

• Advent begins Sunday, December 3; Soup &  
Service Wednesdays will be held December 
6, 13, and 20. 

• Christmas Eve is Sun. December 24.   There 
will be one Liturgy service at 10:30 a.m. and  
our traditional   Christmas Eve Service at 
7:00 p.m.  

 
• We will have one Service of the Word  on De-

cember 31, New Year’s Eve at 10:30 a.m.  

• Both Liturgy Services at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 
p.m. will resume on Jan. l7th. (Coffee Hour) 

• Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 
14, 2018.  Two services:  12 Noon and 

      7:00 p.m. 

  

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

December  24th 

10:30 a.m. 

  7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

To CLC: 

Thanks to everyone who called, 
sent cards, etc.   My daughter Carol 
is doing well.    God bless all of you.   

Lee Driscoll 

 

Sponsoring Altar  

Flowers, Candles  

and Weekly Bulletins 
 

Sponsorship is a wonderful 

way to memorialize or honor a loved one or event.  

The cost for sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 

each; and flowers  are $13 each or $26 for both, 

See the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex. To pay for sponsorship, place your 

check or cash in an offering envelope and 

mark it with your name and “flowers”, 

“bulletin”,  or  “candle”  and  place     in the 

offering plate.  

 

 

Advent Soup & Service 
Wednesdays 

Advent is just around the corner and that 
means Soup & Service Wednesdays.  As 
before, we will  gather in  Luther  Hall at 
6 p.m. for a meal, then congregate in the 
Sanctuary for service at 7 p.m. 

Sign-up  sheets will  be posted on the 
bulletin board in Luther Hall to bring soup 
or bread.  Please prayerfully consider 
volunteering.  



 THE DEACONS’ TABLE      

 

 

 

 
Dear CLC Family, 
 

I invite you to read Luke 11: 9-13 

     For a long time I have felt uneasy about this 

famous passage on prayer.  Many of us have 

asked God to heal someone only to find out that 

it was not God’s will.  Each of us has knocked, 

only to hear the door lock.  We all know good 

and holy people who have sought and never 

found.  And yet, St. Luke insists that none of 

these things will happen to the prayerful person. 

     It’s the last question of the text the turns the 

light on for me.  How much more will the 

Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 

who ask Him?  Ah. So that’s how prayer works.  

Ask for the Holy Spirit and then watch what God 

can do, in joy and in sorrow. 

     I remember years ago our family doctor had 

a stunning poster in his office.  Against a dark 

blue background, a battered but sturdy oak tree 

holds its own against the wind and the cold.  The 

text said: Do not pray to have an easy life.  Pray 

to be a strong person. 

     What does it mean to be a strong person?  

The strongest people I know have endured at 

least their share of “unanswered prayer.”  But as 

they courageously accept the Spirit’s 

consolation and healing, they inspire the world. 

     Jesus met those who were blind, starving, or 
dying every day.  And yet He promised that 
prayer would change things.  Become strong by 
staying close to me, He seems to say.  And let 
the Spirit work. 
 
 
 
 
 

With gratitude,   

Jim Gelato, OSSD 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Food PantryFood Pantry  
  

As you read this December Grapevine As you read this December Grapevine 
the Food Pantry has already the Food Pantry has already 
distributed 12 Thanksgiving baskets.  distributed 12 Thanksgiving baskets.  
The basket contained a full The basket contained a full 
Thanksgiving dinner, turkey and all Thanksgiving dinner, turkey and all 
the fixinsthe fixins’ ’ including pumpkin pie for including pumpkin pie for 
dessert.  We are now beginning to dessert.  We are now beginning to 
think Christmas baskets. As the think Christmas baskets. As the 
weather gets colder and summer jobs weather gets colder and summer jobs 
disappear, more families are asking disappear, more families are asking 
for food support.  One or two new for food support.  One or two new 
families sign up in our food pantry families sign up in our food pantry 
every week.  every week.    
  

Thank you to everyone who Thank you to everyone who 
generously provided spaghetti and generously provided spaghetti and 
sauce during the month of November.  sauce during the month of November.  
The pantry is now well supplied.  The pantry is now well supplied.  The The 
needed item for December is laundry needed item for December is laundry 
detergentdetergent.  No, it.  No, it’’s not a food item, s not a food item, 
but families often report to us that but families often report to us that 
after they have spent their budget after they have spent their budget 
for food there is no money left for for food there is no money left for 
things like laundry detergent and so things like laundry detergent and so 
clothes do not get washed.  The clothes do not get washed.  The 
pantry often supplies nonpantry often supplies non--food items food items 
and they are needed.  Any brand, and they are needed.  Any brand, 
any size detergent is fine.  Dish any size detergent is fine.  Dish 
detergent and bath soap would also detergent and bath soap would also 
be welcome.  This is a very generous be welcome.  This is a very generous 
congregation and all items given to congregation and all items given to 
the pantry are greatly appreciated.  the pantry are greatly appreciated.    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Women’s  Spirituality  
 

 

 

Women’s Spirituality meets the first Monday of 

each month at 1:00 p.m. (unless it is a holiday.)  

This gathering is open to all women.  Discussion 

is usually sparked by reading a hymn and 

looking at the Biblical imagery and how the 

hymn connects to our lives and experiences.  

We discuss theology as well as spiritual 

discernment.  Prayer is an important activity in 

our time together. 

 

 

 

 

 

The AARP Smart Driver course is the nation’s 
first refresher course specifically designed for 
drivers age 50 and older.  In the state of 
Delaware and many other states, drivers may 
benefit from a discount on their auto insurance 
premium upon completing the course.   

Course highlights include research-based safe 
driving strategies, information on the effects of 
medication on driving, preventive measures to 
reduce driver distractions, proper use of safety 
belts, air bags, anti-lock brakes, and new 
technology found in cars today, techniques for 
handling left turns, right-of-way, and 
roundabouts and more. 

The classes are offered the second Friday of The classes are offered the second Friday of 
every month.  It may be the 4 hour refresher or every month.  It may be the 4 hour refresher or 
the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is 
needed.  needed.   

Contact Joan King  (239-567-0606)  for   more 
information and to register for the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please report any changes or corrections to our 

office and changes will be made regularly and 

updates issued on a current basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why the Sign-Up Sheets?? 
 

Sign-up sheets help us to know how many 
disciples will step forward to help out, 
whatever the task.  When the Property Team 
offers sign-up sheets for Clean the Lord’s 
House Day, we’ll know how many tasks will 
be completed (and how many will have to be 
addressed otherwise) and to know how to 
plan for a continental breakfast.  When the 
Hospitality & Fellowship Team asks for 
disciples to sign up, for example, soup & 
service Wednesdays, it allows us to know 
how much bread and how many crocks of 
soup to expect.   

Sign-up sheets are not always accurate as 
sometimes we’re not certain on whether 
we’ll be attending – or perhaps our plans to 
attend or participate may change at the last 
minute.  But making an effort to sign up 
certainly allows for better planning, 
regardless of last-minute changes.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Check Your Fire Extinguisher 

If you own a Kidde fire extinguisher check to 

see if it is a part of the 4.6 million fire extin-

guisher recall.  The extinguishers in question 

have a plastic handle and have had the prob-

lem that they can become clogged or require 

excessive force to discharge and can fail to 

activate in a fire emergency.  There has been 

one reported death and 11 reports of the re-

called fire extinguishers failing to discharge as 

expected.  If you think you have a fire extin-

guisher that is part of the recall you can call 

Kidde  at  855-271-0773  from  8:30 am to 5 

pm ET Monday through Friday and 9 am to 3 

pm ET Saturday and Sunday, or online at 

www.kidde.com and click on “Product Safety 

Recall” for more information. 

 

I called the first day that I heard about the re-

call and did not have to wait long for a repre-

sentative.  I gave them the model and serial 

number of our 3 fire extinguishers. They told 

me to keep my old extinguishers until the new 

ones came which would be within 3 weeks.  

Saturday, November 18
th
 our first new extin-

guisher arrived with the instructions of how to 

return the old one (do not destroy the box 

when it comes because it will be used to ship 

back your old extinguisher).  The instructions 

on how to pack and return the old extinguisher 

will be in the box. 

Lonnie Riley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  October 31, 2017 

Budget      $170,960 

Actual Income     $149,012 

Actual Expenses     $160,390 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves  ($11,378) 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

PLEASE GREET OUR 

NEW  MEMBERS 

MARK & DEBBIE SANDERS 
 

38271 Bay Visa Drive 

Unit 1238 

Selbyville, DE  19975 

Mark Cell  -  610-823-7166 

Deb Cell    -  610-698-8634 

http://www.kidde.com


 DECEMBER 2017 

Birthdays: 
Esther Lupton    2 

Gordon Naar     7 

Tom Clarke     8 

Melinda Forster    8 

Alice Hanke   10 

Bill Walton   11 

David Pittinger  20 

Gary Scott   22 

Judy Neas   24 

Sally Druckenmiller  26 

 

Anniversaries: 
Bev Stalnaker/Kerry Shull    2 

Fred & Lori Haas     8 

Bill & Linda Daywalt   12 

Dick & Carrie Kauffman  12 

Gene & Connie Schaffner  14 

Geoffrey & Stephanie Gray 29 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown  
please give to the church office,   

or send info to: 
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com 

If you would like your age or anniversary years 

listed please contact me. 

 

 

Prayers for  

Disciple-Making  

Congregations 

 

 

 

God, raise up laity who will visit members 

who are sick, hospitalized, or in nursing 

facilities.  Matt. 25:36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can You Spare One Sunday? 

Opportunities to serve as Ushers abound!  
When our list of disciples willing and able to 
serve as Ushers is large, one only has to serve 
once every 4-6 weeks.  The task is easy: give 
the faithful arriving to worship a Bulletin/Bulletin 
Insert, invite them into the Sanctuary for 
worship, direct the faithful to communion, 
circulate trays for donations, present elements 
and trays to altar, and take a headcount.  Those 
serving at 8:00 a.m. open the parking lot (take 
chain down) and doors; those serving at 10:30 
a.m. close up.  All Users collect Bulletins as the 
faithful depart. 

Please prayerfully consider serving in this 
capacity; and if the Spirit moves you to serve in 
this capacity, please contact Dick Riehl (for the 
10:30 a.m. service) or Deacon Jim Gelato (for 
the 8:00 a.m. service).  Remember, too, that 
schedules are compiled monthly, so please 
contact Dick or Jim to let them know of any 
dates you are not available to serve.  Training 
will be provided! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIME & TALENT SURVEY 

All members and friends of CLC are 
encouraged to complete the Time and 
Talent Survey annually. This information 
helps the pastor and team leaders 
connect individual interest with ministry 
activities.  Please complete and return to 
the church office at your earliest 
convenience. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collecting Donations for 
Teachers 

December is the time of the year when school 
budgets run low, leaving no funds to keep ade-
quate teacher supplies on hand; and many 
teachers struggle without or use personal funds 
to fill the void.  Many years ago, when planning 
our annual Christmas gathering, a suggestion 
was made that instead of doing $5 gift exchang-
es with each other (usually for trinkets we don’t 
need), we would instead purchase supplies for 
the teachers at Clayton Elementary.  Hence, a 
new ministry took off!  This year we are collect-
ing Post-It Notes, Baby Wipes, Clorox Wipes, 
tissues, paper towels and hand sanitizers.  
The teachers are most appreciative.  Please 
consider donating to this cause.  All donations 
will be collected  at  our  Christmas  Gathering    
on  December 9. 

 
 

St. Peter’s Senior Adult Ministry  
Extends Invite to CLC 

 

St. Peter’s Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) has extended 
invite to CLC for a bus trip on Thursday, December 
14 to Winterthur (pronounced “winter tour”).  
Founded by Henry Francis du Pont, Winterthur is the 
premier museum of American decorative arts re-
flecting both early America and the du Pont family’s 
life here.  Its 60-acre naturalistic garden is among 
the country’s best and its research library serves 
scholars from around the world. 

The cost of the trip is $50 per person which includes 
the Blondee’s Bus trip and Winterthur tour (tour in-
cludes the house, gardens and tram tour (weather 
permitting).  Lunch is on your own (cafeteria on 
premises).  Attendees will meet at St. Peter’s at 
10301 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City, Md 7:30 a.m. and on 
return trip (leaving Winterthur at 3 p.m.), stop in 
Smyrna for a meal (Dutch treat), returning to St.   
Peter’s at about 7:30 p.m.  

 If interested, contact Pastor Harry Biles, 443-944-
4779 or call St. Peter’s office, 410-524-7474 before 
November 30 when payment is due in full. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 2018 Council Officers 

Congratulations to Cathy Kunst, Phyllis Dobson, 
and Kathy Waluk for being elected President, 
Vice President and Secretary, respectively, for 
2018.  Together with Pastor Mark, these individ-
uals constitute the Executive Committee. 

A hearty thanks and appreciation to our         
outgoing President, Bill Carroll, for his leader-
ship in 2017. 

Highlights:  Church Council held their retreat 
on Nov. 18th.   Dave Bartges gave a presenta-
tion to the new and old members; how to use 
the voucher system for expenses.  He also gave 
an overview of our  present financial state. 
 
It was decided to cancel our December meeting.  
The next Council meeting will be Jan. 10,  2018.  
Council voted to accept Rob & Barbara Breinich 
for membership. 
 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Dinner Group Open to All 

On the fourth Thursday of each month, we gath-
er at a local restaurant to share a meal (Dutch 
Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie.  During the 
winter months, we will gather for lunch.  Since 
we will not be meeting in December, our next 
gathering is scheduled for Thursday,       
January 25 at The Good Earth, 31806 Good 
Earth Lane/Route 26, Clarksville, DE.  We  
always begin gathering for lunch at 1 p.m., with 
the meal    beginning at 1:30 p.m.  A different 
restaurant is   chosen monthly with info posted 
on the bulletin board in Luther Hall; no calls are 
made.  It’s great fun!  If you are interested in 
coming,    contact Ruth Sacona so we’ll know 
how many to expect when making   reserva-
tions. Remember, you must phone to confirm 
your  attendance.  

 



THE DEACONS’ TABLE 

 
FEED GOD’s PEOPLE – WINTER HOM STONE HOUSE SHELTER & STREET VISITATION MINISTRY 
Thank you so very much to all of the CLC disciples who have participated in the past as well as in current the Homeless Feed God’s 
People program.  Without the support from the 49 CLC disciple volunteers on the previous FEED GOD’S PEOPLE program and 41+ 
on the current FEED GOD’S PEOPLE program we could not perform the ministry of “God’s Work our hands”.  Thank you each and 
every one of you. 
The current FEED GOD’S PEOPLE WINTER SHELTER & STREET VISITATION ministry program began on Thursday 10/5/17 and 
runs thru Thursday 3/22/18.  We are cooking and delivering designated meals to HOM Stone House Shelter.  The HOM Stone 
House Shelter is in Bethany Beach and is now open with residents sleeping overnight.  We have begun working our plan in support 
of HOM to provide food for the shelter residents on Thursday nights, eat with the residents on Thursday nights, and conduct a bible 
study class on Thursday nights.  All CLC disciple volunteers are welcome to accompany Deacon Dave Thursday nights or Sunday 
afternoons for the motel visitations.  In the past we have had a few CLC disciple volunteers join us on Thursday nights and I am 
looking forward to this season and many more CLC volunteers joining me.  Remember on Sunday afternoons we will be distributing 
food and visiting the residents of the motels during this winter program period. 
Now that the HOM Stone House Shelter is open, there is a need for shelter donations in order to keep operating costs down for the 
shelter.  If you are feeling generous, the HOM Stone House Stone House Shelter is very happy to receive donations of the following 
items: 

 Twin size blankets and comforters 
 Dish soap 
 Dishwasher soap 
 Coffee 
 Sugar 
 Powdered drink mix 
 Laundry soap 
 13 gallon trash bags 
 40 gallon trash bags 
 Self serve breakfast foods (cereal, instant oatmeal, breakfast bars) 
 Men’s deodorant 
 Toilet paper 
 Paper towels 
 Disinfectant wipes 
 Antibacterial cleaning supplies 

Please remember your gently used clothing and or furniture and homemaker supply donations for the HOM Thrift Store as well as 

the other purchased donations for the HOM Homeless Ministry are still very important.  The HOM Thrift Store will remain open dur-

ing this winter period as well as operation of the HOM Stone House Shelter in Bethany Beach.  You will find a listing of the suggest-

ed items to donate to the homeless ministry in Luther Hall on the Bulletin Board with copies of the list available on the counter for 

you to take home. 

This ministry, once you expose yourself to the people, will definitely tug at your heart, and as a result you will be excited to ‘help the 

least of Jesus’ people’ again and again.  Remember it is the ‘least of Jesus’ people’ that we are serving not ourselves.  They need 

some help and a hand up ! 

May the grace, peace and the mercy of Jesus be with all Disciples of Christ,  

serving in Jesus’ name.   

          

   

Respectfully submitted,   

On Behalf of the Service Team – Homeless Projects    

 Dave Pittinger, OSSD Deacon 


