
 

Dear Friends in Christ:  

How quickly a year goes by! January is always a time for new beginning. For me in particular is it is filled with joy and celebration as 

Caitlin and I celebrate our Anniversary at the beginning of the month (Jan 2) and at the end of the month as I celebration my 

ordination (Jan 30) and the beginning of my call here at Community 2 years ago. 

Each year presents itself with new tasks and challenges. I am excited to see where God is leading us and I pray that our ears and 

hearts are open for surprises ahead. January is brings with it some great opportunities for growth. 

On Saturday Jan 13th I encourage anyone who participates or wants to participate in worship to come to a Worship Workshop. We will 

be looking at the whole worship experience from: when you first enter the church to when we say “Go in peace and Serve the Lord.”  

We each play an important role and I hope we can learn to appreciate our roles and how we can make worship even more inviting 

than it already is. 

Each year in January, around the world, churches gather to worship God and seek unity in Christ’s name for the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity. (This year is January 18–25, 2018) On Tuesday Jan 23rd at 6:30pm St. Ann’s Catholic Church in Bethany will be 

hosting a community worship service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. I have been asked to give a short sermon and choirs 

from several community churches will be singing. There is a reception to follow. 

The New Year is when we try to look at what we want to accomplish and how we might get there. In conversation with Cathy Kunst I 

know that we can be diligent about praying for each other regularly. Cathy will provide a list of names and a few items for us to think 

about each month in the Grapevine. It is amazing how much prayer can do for a community and I know for certain God will bless us in 

this effort. 

At times life can seem overwhelming and it can feel like we are spinning our wheels. I am reminded of the prophet Jeremiah who tells 

the people of Israel who are in exile “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) God has a plan for us even when we are still trying to figure it all out. We 

can trust in God and we can trust in each other. The council and I have been working hard looking at some of the feedback from the 

cottage meetings. I am thankful for those conversations. We have set up some goals for next year and I know we can accomplish 

some of them. However we are still a people of faith and now matter how good our goals we are called to Trust in God. Let us start off 

this New Year relying not on our plans or visions but on God’s Grace. 

 

Mark D. Molter, n/OLF 
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor 
Office (302) 732-1156 
Cell (540)226-6444 
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Down in a lonely manger, the humble Christ was born; and God sent us salvation that blessed 
Christmas morn! 
 
 
My beloved, all: 
 
Christmas is a time of joyous surprise as we receive God’s gift of hope yet again. The darkness, 
though threatening, has not overwhelmed us. In bread and cup, body and blood, the gift of Christ 
comes given and shed for you, for me and for all. In a simple, almost hidden way, hope breaks into 
our hearts, our lives and our world anew. 
 
The joy of such a simple, subtle surprise stands in stark contrast to the let-down experienced by so 
many of us. Gail Ramshaw once put it succinctly: “Santa Claus promised us perpetual happiness, a 
mythic family gathering, mounds of toys, all of our heart’s desires. But it didn’t happen. Heaven did-
n’t establish itself in my living room this year. We got sick on the eggnog…” 
 
Because Christmas is for so many a painful time, a season of disappointment and loneliness, it is im-
portant for the church’s celebrations and holy day observances to be different.  
 
Let this season of hope be a time of telling the truth in love. Let it be a time to center our lives in 
prayer, the Word made flesh, a holy communion with God and neighbor. Let us remind one another, 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is born among us, still the ruler yet. Let us receive 
the gift; and be in Christ, gift to one another and the world. 
 
Praying with you that our days and our deeds in this Christmas season and throughout 2018 will be 
marked with peace. I am grateful for the privilege of serving Christ with the Pastors, Deacons and 
Lay Leaders of our Delaware-Maryland Synod; may we witness faithfully to the love of God in Jesus 
Christ, our Emmanuel. 
 
…Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; go tell it on the mountain that Jesus 
Christ is born! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr., Bishop 
Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA 



Upcoming Events:  
 

Sunday,  December 31,   Service of   the  Word     at 
10:30 a.m. with special Guest Speaker! 

Thursday, January 4 at 10:30 a.m., the Hospitality & 
Fellowship Team will meet. This is a one-time change 
from our usual first-Wednesday meeting. 

Our  regular  Sunday  Liturgies  at  8:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. resume on Sunday, January 7, 2018.   We 
will also have our first-Sunday coffee hour. 

The 2018 Council  will  be  installed on  Sunday,     
January 7, at the end of the 8 a.m. Liturgy and at the 
beginning of the 10:30 a.m.  Liturgy. 

Tuesday, January 9, we will meet in the Sanctuary to 
begin putting away the Christmas decorations.  All 
are welcome to help; many hands make for light 
work. 

This month Grapevine (newsletter) will be due on 
fourth Monday, January 22nd. 

The  next  Dinner  Group  meets  for  LUNCH on 
Thursday, January 25 at 1:00 p.m. at Smitty McGee’s. 

Planning in Advance: 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018.  
There will be two services: 12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m. 

 

Dramatic Readings  
During Lenten Wednesdays 

 

We will have dramatic readings to enhance our 
Wednesday prayer services during Lent. All who 
may be interested in participating should contact 
Sophia Riehl,   410-641-2173, or email at 

riehlsatberlin@comcast.net.    

 

Dear CLC: 

Thanks so much for your 

cards, prayers, and the 

wonderful food.    

God bless you all.   

   Kay Gooden 

Special Training on January 13, 2018 

As mentioned previously, there will be a special 
training session on Saturday, January 13 beginning 
at 9 a.m. in Luther Hall for all who presently partici-
pate and for all who would like to participate as a 
worship assistant.  This includes serving as a Greet-
er, Usher, Communion Assistant, Assisting Minister 
or on Altar Guild.   

This is a wonderful way to use your time and talents 
and does not take much effort.  We will cover the 
duties of each role, discuss how we interact with 
each other, and do a walk through when serving. 

When our list of disciples willing and able to serve in 
any capacity is large, one only has to serve once 
every 4-6 weeks.  The tasks are easy, as you will 
learn. 

Mark  the  date and  plan to attend.      Saturday, 
January 13, beginning at 9 a.m. in Luther Hall.     
Continental breakfast will be available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Soup & Service Wednesdays 
 

Believe it or not, Lent begins next month on Ash 
Wednesday, February 14.  There will be two ser-
vices offered at noon and 7:00 p.m.  Our Soup and 
Service Wednesdays will commence the following 
Wednesday on February 21 and continue through 
March 21.   As before, we will gather in Luther Hall 
at 6 p.m. for a meal, then congregate in the       
Sanctuary for service at 7 p.m. 

Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board 
in Luther Hall to bring soup or bread. Please   
prayerfully consider volunteering.  
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TEN SIMPLE RULES HOW TO PRAY  
 
 1.  Pray where you are;  God is present                 
everywhere and ready to listen. 
 
 2. Pray, when possible, in a quiet place 
where you can be alone.  It is well to fix 
your mind on God, away from distraction. 
 
 3.  Pray to God simply and naturally - as 
to a friend.  Tell Him what is on your 
mind. 
 
 4.  Pray, remembering the good things 
God has done for you.  Give thanks for 
your blessings. 
 
 5.  Pray for God’s forgiveness for the 
unworthy things you have done.  He 
cherishes a humble and repentant heart. 
 
 6.  Pray for the things you need, 
especially things that make your life more 
Christlike. 
 
 7.   Pray for others, remembering their 
situations and the help they need. 
 
 8.  Pray for the world in its need, asking 
God to bring better things and offering 
your help to all  in need. 
 
 9.   Pray above  all else  that God’s will 
be done in the world and in you. 
 
10.    Pray, and then let God use you in 
answering your prayer. 
 
 
I didn’t write 
these but,  
I hope they 
help.  
 
Cathy Kunst    
 
 

 

Dear CLC, 
 

In our small church I have tried to make 
an effort to get to know my brothers and 
sisters.  Now that I have accepted the 
responsibilities of Council President - I 
want to take the next step and hope you 
will join me in PRAYING  for one another. 
Each month in the Grapevine you will see 
a list of members to pray for.  On the 
sheet there will be a topic for the month 
and a Bible verse to meditate on. 
 

We ask you to pray for these families 
daily as a way to  share the love and care 
that the Lord has for those who pray in 
His name.  I hope you’ll  add names of 
people you pray for.   I’m going to put 
mine on my refrigerator to look at a 
couple times a day!   I’m sure we will all 
be greatly blessed!   
 

Looking forward to sharing this prayer 
time with you. 
 
Cathy Kunst, Council President (2018) 
 

************************************* 
      

Sponsoring Altar  

Flowers, Candles  

and Weekly Bulletins 
 

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize or 

honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 

sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and 

flowers  are $13 each or $26 for both, See the 

sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex. To pay for sponsorship, place your 

check or cash in an offering envelope and 

mark it with your name and “flowers”, 

“bulletin”,  or  “candle”  and  place     in the 

offering plate.  



CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DECEMBER 9, 2017 

 

  



New Members—December 2017  

Rob and Barbara Breinich  

Please introduce yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Olde Christmas  

Musical Celebration   

 An Afternoon of Seasonal Music  

Prince  George’s  Chapel,     

Dagsboro, Sunday, January 7th, 

1:30 PM. Admission is free and 

open to the public. Donations 

are appreciated and benefit the 

maintenance of the Chapel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  November 30, 2017 

Budget      Available 

Actual Income     Next 

Actual Expenses     Month 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves  — 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

 

(WHAT A WONDERFUL GIFT) 

Many heartfelt thanks to the 8 families 
who have contributed to the  special 
Mortgage Reduction Collection proposed 
by Lorna Landis at the Annual Meet-
ing. To date we have received 
$560.00.  Lets continue with those dona-
tions!    Thanks!!!   

Barb Bartges, Financial Secretary 
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 THE DEACONS’ TABLE      

 

 

 

 
Dear CLC Family, 
 

I invite you to read John 1: 1-18 

 
     In the beginning was the Word.”  John begins 

his Gospel with these words.  He says to us that 

Jesus always existed.  He is eternal like His 

Father.  Through Him, everything has come into 

existence.  When He came into the world on 

Christmas- which we celebrate as the Feast of 

the Nativity- He came to His own, to the world 

He Himself created.  We too, are in this world.  

We have been made by the Savior’s hand.  

Nothing has come into being without Him.  He 

has a purpose for our lives. 

     But why does John call Him the Word?  

Because Christ is the Creative Word. He is full 

of God’s own power, of His Spirit and life.  

Whatever emanates from God, God is part of it.  

All that God is and has, wills and does, lives in 

Christ.  The Nicene Creed says He is “the only-

begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds….” 

     We need to keep this in mind to get an idea 

of what is meant by “the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us.”  Here “flesh” is whatever is 

created.  The Word becoming flesh is 

“Incarnation.”  The Creator became part of His 

creation.  The Lord of the whole world made His 

dwelling in a human body.  God’s Son became a 

human child- so that we could become God’s 

children!  Through this great miracle an even 

greater miracle has become possible:  God can 

dwell in our hearts forever.  

     Janet and I wish all of our CLC family a very 
blessed Christmas season! 
 
 

With gratitude,   

Jim Gelato, OSSD 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Food PantryFood Pantry  

The Advent and Christmas seasons The Advent and Christmas seasons 
were busy ones for the Food Pantry.  were busy ones for the Food Pantry.  
The Pantry added seven new families The Pantry added seven new families 
which included 23 adults and 12 which included 23 adults and 12 
children.  Thirteen turkey dinner children.  Thirteen turkey dinner 
baskets and twentybaskets and twenty--four white bag four white bag 
lunches were distributed in lunches were distributed in 
December.  December.  The Pantry is blessed to The Pantry is blessed to 
receive carts of bread, rolls and receive carts of bread, rolls and 
desserts every Tuesday and desserts every Tuesday and 
occasional trays of chicken, beef and occasional trays of chicken, beef and 
pork for our patrons from Weis pork for our patrons from Weis 
Market.  Market.  Our new folks are surprised Our new folks are surprised 
and delighted by the variety and and delighted by the variety and 
quality of the food in their boxes. quality of the food in their boxes. 
Thank you for your generous Thank you for your generous 
donations. Community Lutheran is donations. Community Lutheran is 
making a difference in our making a difference in our 
community.community.  

The Pantry is always looking for new The Pantry is always looking for new 
Task Force members to help shop Task Force members to help shop 
and staff the Pantry.  and staff the Pantry.    

See Joan King (239See Joan King (239--567567--0606) if 0606) if 
this appeals to you.this appeals to you.  

  

  

Dear CLC Family: 
 
  

My sincere thanks for such a thoughtful, 
generous Christmas gift. I sincerely 
appreciate your thinking of me. I wish you 
and your families the merriest of 
Christmases and many blessings for a 
wonderful new year!  
 

In Christ, Dee Austin 



 

Women’s  Spirituality  
 

 

 

Since the first Monday of January is New Year’s 
day, “Women’s Spirituality” will be Monday, 
January 8 at 2:30 p.m.  All women, are invited 
to “Women’s Spirituality.” We gather to support 
one another.  We gather for prayer.  We gather 
to seek guidance from the Holy Spirit.  We share 
our stories and listen to God’s story and seek to 
understand how our stories intersect with God’s 
story.  Women’s Spirituality” meets in the 
Sunday School room next to the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

The AARP Smart Driver course is the nation’s 
first refresher course specifically designed for 
drivers age 50 and older.  In the state of 
Delaware and many other states, drivers may 
benefit from a discount on their auto insurance 
premium upon completing the course.   

Course highlights include research-based safe 
driving strategies, information on the effects of 
medication on driving, preventive measures to 
reduce driver distractions, proper use of safety 
belts, air bags, anti-lock brakes, and new 
technology found in cars today, techniques for 
handling left turns, right-of-way, and 
roundabouts and more. 

The classes are offered the second Friday of The classes are offered the second Friday of 
every month.  It may be the 4 hour refresher or every month.  It may be the 4 hour refresher or 
the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is 
needed.  needed.   

Contact Joan King  (239-567-0606)  for   more 
information and to register for the course. 

 

 

Please report any changes or 

corrections to our office and 

changes will be made regularly 

and updates issued on a 

current basis. 

 

 

 

 

(Note Location Change) 
 

Monthly Dinner Group Open to All 

On the fourth Thursday of each month, we 
gather at a local restaurant to share a meal 
(Dutch Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie.  
During the winter months, we will gather for 
lunch.  Since we will not be meeting in 
December, our next gathering is scheduled 
for Thursday,  January 25 at Smitty McGee’s, 
37234 Lighthouse Road, Rte. 54 Selbyville, 
DE  19975.  We  always begin gathering for 
lunch at 1 p.m., with the meal    beginning at 
1:30 p.m.  A different restaurant is   chosen 
monthly with info posted on the bulletin board in 
Luther Hall; no calls are made.  It’s great fun!  If 
you are interested in coming,  contact Ruth 
Sacona so we’ll know how many to expect when 
making   reservations. Remember, you must 
phone to confirm your  attendance.  

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 2018 Council Officers 

Congratulations to Cathy Kunst, President, 
Phyllis Dobson, Vice President, and Kathy 
Waluk, Secretary.  Together with Pastor Mark, 
these individuals constitute the Executive 
Committee. 

No meeting in December.  Next 
meeting January 10, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. 

 



 JANUARY 2018 

Birthdays: 
Gerrie Bowerman    1 

Bill Kunst   12 

Fred Haas   15 

Jim Gelato   16 

Lesley Shuey  16 

Alan King   20 

Lonnie Riley   20 

Sandy Wachter-Myers 21 

Jack Mager   23 

Richard Riehl (Linda) 26 

Greg Rinker   26 
     

 

Anniversaries: 
Mark & Caitlin Molter   2 

Don & Louise Egan  19 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown  
please give to the church office,   

or send info to: 
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com 

If you would like your age or anniversary years 

listed please contact me. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for  

Disciple-Making  

Congregations 

 

God, help our members see that their 

primary place of ministry is beyond the 

church walls. 

Matt.  10:8 

 

Looking Forward  -  Our Mission Together 

 

As we look forward to the New Year  2018, know 
that CLC Council will be New too!    Our church is 
organized into 3 sections, Helping, Growing, and 
Sustaining.  Our new Helping leader is Pat 
McMullen.  She will be working with Service, 
Hospitality,  Congregational Care and the Quilters. 

 

Norma Rodney is leading the Growing section 
working with Christian Education,  Bible Studies,  
Christian Communications,  Music and Worship, 
and last but not least,  Stewardship. 

 

Doug Fields is continuing with Sustaining 
overlooking Property,  Membership Records, and 
Finance.  John Douthwaite is his sidekick, and 
Barb Bartges and Jim Landis rule Finance! 

 

Our new executive  committee (EXCOM) is 
President, Cathy Kunst – me,  Vice  President, 
Phyllis Dobson,  Secretary,  Kathy Waluk and 
Pastor Mark.  We look forward to using some of 
your ideas and suggestions in our mission 
together to guide us to increase our membership,  
our knowledge of His Word, and caring for our 
church and its people. 

 

I hope you’ll join us in Praying for our members.  
Check out the ‘Prayers for January’ in the 
Grapevine .  Each month you’ll get a new list to 
pray for, as well as adding your own concerns. 

 

Better communications are important to us too!  
Look for more articles in the Grapevine! I’m 
looking forward to being your main representative, 
and I’m ready to see how we can Serve, Help and 
Sustain.  I ask that you will pray for your Council 
and join us in being part of the mission. 

 

Cathy Kunst 



THE DEACONS’ TABLE 

 
 

FEED GOD’s PEOPLE – WINTER HOM STONE HOUSE SHELTER & STREET VISITATION MINISTRY 
This is a most exciting ministry of giving of oneself.  Thank you so very much to all of the CLC disciples who have participated in the 
past as well as those CLC disciples who are currently participating in current the Homeless Feed God’s People program.  We, CLC, 
has been supporting HOM and the homeless ministry for the past 2+ years on a weekly basis and it could not have been accom-
plished without each and every one of you.  Thank you !! 
The current FEED GOD’S PEOPLE WINTER SHELTER & STREET VISITATION ministry program began on Thursday on October 
5, 2017 and continues thru Thursday March 22, 2018.  We will continue to cook and deliver designated meals to HOM Stone House 
Shelter where we find the shelter residents.  The HOM Stone House Shelter is in downtown Bethany Beach near the totem pole.  
Our support occurs every Thursday night where we prepare and deliver a designated meal prepared by CLC disciple cooks to HOM 
Stone House Shelter.  I am personally inviting any and all CLC disciple volunteers to accompany Susan and I on the visits to the 
shelter.  We are also making Street Visitations, currently on Sunday afternoons, and all CLC disciples are invited to accompany 
Deacon Dave on these visits to the motels and streets as the case may be.  These residents are very happy to see us with or with-
out food to share with them.  Sometimes we take gently used clothing to the street visits as well. 
Please keep in mind that the HOM Stone House Shelter is always in need of HOM Stone House Shelter donations in order to keep 
operating costs down for the shelter.  If you are feeling you would like to support the HOM Stone House Shelter, they are excited to 
receive any and all donations of the following items: 

 

Dish soap    40 gallon trash bags 
Dishwasher soap   Self-serve breakfast foods (cereal, instant oatmeal, breakfast bars) 
Men’s deodorant   Coffee 
Toilet paper    Sugar 
Paper towels    Powdered drink mix 
Laundry soap   Disinfectant wipes 
13 gallon trash bags   Antibacterial cleaning supplies 
 

In addition, please remember there is a constant need for your gently used clothing, gently used furniture and other homemaker 

supply donations for the HOM Thrift Store and the homeless ministry.  The HOM Thrift Store will continue to remain open during this 

winter period in addition to the daily operation of the HOM Stone House Shelter in Bethany Beach.  This takes a number of volun-

teers in order for it to be successful and your volunteer assistance in either the HOM Thrift Store or the HOM Stone House Shelter in 

BB are always appreciated.  Contact Cherith Snyder (302) 632-4289 to volunteer your time and talents. You will find a listing of the 

suggested items to donate to the Homeless Ministry in Luther Hall on the Bulletin Board with copies of the list available on the coun-

ter for you to take home. 

This ministry, once you expose yourself to the people, will definitely tug at your heart, and as a result you may be excited enough to 

‘help the least of Jesus’ people’ again and again.  Remember it is the ‘least of Jesus’ people’ that we are serving not ourselves.  

They need some help and a hand up !  I look forward to seeing you on one of my many trips to the Shelter of the Street Visitation 

ministry locations. 

May the grace, peace and the mercy of Jesus be with all Disciples of Christ, serving in Jesus’ name.   

         

   

Respectfully submitted,   

On Behalf of the Service Team – Homeless Projects    

Dave Pittinger, OSSD Deacon 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Let’s Start the Year Right           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


