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Dear Friends in Christ:
This March we are full swing into Lent. It is a time of reflection as Jesus makes his way toward the cross. The
number 40 is a significant number through the Biblical Story, a symbol of struggle and transformation. 40 days
and nights of the flood in Genesis with Noah. 40 years in the wilderness with Israel and Moses in the Torah.
And of course, Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness facing temptation.
As we experience Lent this year, I realize that many of us are going through our own wilderness and trials.
With health, finances and family circumstances. God walks with us through it all. This Lent on Wednesday
evenings, we will encounter the voices and experiences of people who knew Jesus through dramatic
monologues. These moments from the Gospels will help us see Jesus as a friend and teacher. As human and
one who cares for us deeply. My prayer is that you will experience Jesus in new and profound ways this Lent. I
encourage you to join us on Wednesday evenings for dinner at 6pm and our service which will include these
monologues at 7pm.
Every year is unique and different. This year Lent has me thinking about our journey as a congregation toward
the Cross and the Resurrection. We can’t have resurrection without death. Resurrection is a change. It can be a
change in perspective or a significant change in life. Every person goes through moments of change. As
Christians we are called to live a daily dying and rising. Death is a normal part of life and we try our best to
trust God in it, because we know that we have hope in the Resurrection. As a community of believers we are
also called to a continual dying and rising. People leave, programs change or stop for various reasons and yet
God sends us new people, new ideas, new ways to begin.
Questions to ponder this Lenten Season:
What does dying and rising look like in your daily life?
•
•
•
•

•
•

What are we holding onto that needs to be let go of?
How do we properly say goodbye to the people and things in our life?
Do we ignore the pain of loss rather than share it? Do we listen to others in pain?
What does sharing pain look like positively? Negatively?
What are new things that are happening? How do we embrace them with joy? With sorrow?
In the midst of everything, do we trust God?

These are big questions! Let’s explore these together. I’d love to hear from you. God is in the midst of it all.
Mark D. Molter, n/OLF
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor
Office (302) 732-1156 Cell (540)226-6444

OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAD

March already, I can see
the garden sprouts push up from their winter
hibernation! You can almost feel the energy
building all around us. Lots of new ideas are
sprouting too! I hope you can feel it too.
We are blessed to have wonderful ministries,
super ideas and plans for the future. We
need everyone to feel the ground shaking
under their feet. We have a small number of
members and our desires to grow, continue
the Food Pantry, Service Projects and the
ministry to the Homeless seems so
overwhelming. I would ask you to consider
volunteering for some part of our plans. The
Service Projects are spaced nicely – monthly.
The Food Pantry has enough workers, but
now they must figure out how to get more
stores to participate with us . The homeless
are losing their warm beds at the Stone
House as that is only Code Purple designated.
The summer programs will start up in April.
We need to look into how to make the help
we gladly give not so expensive. We need to
have more members to share the load. Dave
and Susan have done an awesome job but
they hope to move closer to family. I can’t
imagine this ministry without them! Spring is
coming, whether we are ready to dig in or
not. Let the ministry leaders know what you
can do. We want the harvest to be plentiful!
Keep praying!

Let the Son shine!

Cathy Kuntz, Council President

MARCH PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME – Lent

VERSE – Psalm 51:10. Create in me a clean
heart ,O God; And renew a right spirit within
me.
Our families :
Joan Hennessey
Doug & Deb Hiob
Bob & Charlene Jordan

Richard & Carrie Kauffman
Kaye Kellam
Alan & Joan King
Mary Kline
Tom & Debbie Koerner
Reed & Mary Kruper

Bill & Cathy Kunst
Ed & Beverly Jefferies
Jim & Lorna Landis
Louise Lauterbach
Chuck & Barb Levine
Add some from you list…….

Prayer ideas. PARTS OF PRAYER
P - Praise
A- Ask
R- Repent
T- Thank
S - Share

Be Good Stewards of Time and
Embrace Lent

We Give Thanks for CLC’s Church
Council and Financial Ministry

In this season of Lenten, the church takes time to
focus on Spiritual discipline. This discipline is the
ordering of our Christian life and community.
Christ’s self-sacrificing passion, death, and resurrection is our community’s focus, that we know
more fully acceptance, forgiveness and redemption. Lenten discipline includes prayer, repentance, fasting and works of love. The Stewardship Team encourages you to embrace this discipline as being good for you and our CLC community.

Often, we limit our Church Council and Finance
Team to the administrative work of CLC. However, it helpful to recognize how the administrative actions and the financial concerns are essential for participating in God’s mission through
CLC. Good order and structure, along with
sound financial practices respects the call to
mission as well as intentional spending necessary to sustain mission ministry.

Participating in Sunday worship and the Wed.
evening soup suppers and worship are opportunities to grow spiritually. Adult studies in the Bible
and Christian community are available Sunday
morning at 9:00 a.m., Monday at 12 noon, and a
Men’s study Wed. at 8:00 a.m. Women’s Spirituality meet the first Monday of the month at 1:30.
Our council president (Cathy Kunst) and Pastor
Mark are helping our prayer practice by giving us
a monthly prayer emphasis that includes members of our congregation. Faithfully including
CLC in your prayers is a form of spiritual discipline.

"Lent is a time to reflect on how our regular life and our faith life have become out
of sync, incongruent with one another. A
good Lent is when we reflect on what are
the things we are doing and saying that
bring about death in the world, like the
cross; instead of bringing about life, like
the resurrection." Just a small part of
Bishop Gohl’s synod blog.

Prayers of thanksgiving for those who serve in
these ministries are appropriate. Prayers for
wisdom, fortitude and the leading of the Holy
Spirit are appropriate. Thank those who serve
and offer support. Increase or maintain sacrificial giving. When the money is given, our
Treasurer (Jim Landis) can pay our bills and
sleep better at night. Our Finance Team works
carefully to make good financial plans. Your offering eases the stress this team takes on in its
work.
Thank you, CLC, for your faithful financial giving.
Thank you, Finance Team: Dave Bartges, Joan
Hennessy, Ted Byram, Bill Carroll, and Doug
Fields. Thank you, members of counting teams.
Thank you, Auditors; Joan Hennessy, Tom
Clarke and Linda Byram. Thank you, Financial
Secretary, Barb Bartges and Assistant Financial
Secretary Debby Koerner. Thank you, Treasurer, Jim Landis. Thank you, Power Church
Administrator, Dave Bartges and Resource Management Team Leader, Sophia Riehl. Thank
you, Church Council: Pastor Mark, Cathy Kunst
(President), Phyllis Dobson (V.P), Kathy Waluk
(Secretary), Doug Fields, John Douthwaite,
Norma Rodney, and Pat McMullen.

Another way to support these ministries is to offer your service. Needed are: Assistant Treasurer, Resource Management Team Members,
Assistant Power Church Administrator, members
for church council, and Finance Team members.
Contact the church office or speak to one of the
people listed to offer your service.

FUND RAISING GUIDELINES
These revised guidelines were approved by CLC
Council February 24, 2010 as presented by the
Fundraising Taskforce.
Adhere to the ELCA publications entitled Considerations Regarding Commercialism in the
Church adopted by Assembly action August
1993, and the social statement entitled Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for All.
Fundraising activities are to be utilized only for
benevolent groups or humanitarian efforts,
over and above the percentage designated
from budget for benevolence (local and Synod). Fundraising shall not be used for any
benefit of CLC, salaries, nor to finance the
general operating budget.
Ten percent (10%) of the net fundraising profits
are to be returned to a local charitable or
benevolent community endeavor only if the
fundraising effort is to benefit an entity beyond local charitable efforts. Example: if the
fundraiser is to benefit orphans in Haiti or
the World Food Programme, then 10% is retained for a local charitable or benevolent
community endeavor.
Product sales give a false impression of making
donations to a cause; and because the rates
of return to the fundraising effort are so low,
product sales are not permitted. This includes but is not limited to all sales such as
candy, pizza kits, cookies, cookie dough, etc.
In order to preserve and enhance faithful giving
and employ good stewardship practices,
games of chance are not permitted. As stated
in the ELCA guidelines, “Games of chance
have no place in the life of a congregation.
Congregations, like governmental entities,
may see such games as a quick, easy means
of raising funds. These games send adverse
messages regarding the value of giving and

financial stewardship. Games are based on
the principle of receiving a high return for a
low investment. Luck, instead of thankfulness, need, compassion or commitment, is
the guiding principle.”
CLC Church Council shall have the authority and
responsibility to approve or disapprove any
and all requests from individuals, groups, or
organizations to hold a fund-raising activity
on church property or anywhere using the
name Community Lutheran Church.
Distributed at Council Retreat 10/23/10

Open Forums
Council has approved a total of two open forums
for 2018 in addition to our Annual Meeting. Our
first Open Forum of 2018 was on Sunday,
February 4. The second is scheduled for Sunday, June 3, and the Annual Meeting is scheduled for October 7, unless informed otherwise.
For all three of these events, there will be only
one Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.
Open Forums give opportunity for all to learn
what’s going on with the budget, ministries, and
events and to ask questions. There is no voting
at Open Forums; and all are welcomed to attend. Topics for the February 4 Open Forum
included State of the Church, Goals for 2018,
and Results of the Cottage Meetings. A lively
discussion followed after the presentations that
included the topic of fundraising. It was noted
that CLC had adopted guidelines eight years
ago and that we would include them in the next
Grapevine. As promised, these guidelines are
included in this issue. Copies of our guidelines
on Use of Luther Hall (that include guidelines on
food prep since we do not have a commercial
kitchen) are available upon request.

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles
and Weekly Bulletins
Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and
bulletins each week are available!
(Note: There are no flowers on the Altar during
Lent).

Lenten Soup & Service Wednesdays
Our Soup and Service Wednesdays will commence on February 21 and continue through
March 21. As before, we will gather in Luther
Hall at 6 p.m. for a meal, then congregate in
the Sanctuary for service at 7 p.m. The only
exception is Wednesday, March 7, when we
will host the Community of Christian
Churches (formerly Ministerium). Service
will be at noon, with a meal following in
Luther Hall at 1 p.m.
Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board
in Luther Hall to bring soup or bread. Please
prayerfully consider volunteering.

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Dramatic Readings During
Lenten Wednesdays
This year our Soup & Service Wednesday
services include a presentation of monologues
(dramatic readings), followed by discussion and
prayer. These monologues tell stories of those
affected by Jesus including the paralytic, Peter’s mother-in-law, Mary Magdalene, Thomas, Martha, and Lazarus. The stories are told
in first-person and are easy to read (no memorization needed!)
Thank you to Ted Byram, Mary Ellen Engler,
Sophia Riehl, Glen Hodges, and Joan King for
so graciously stepping forward to participate in
this endeavor.

Please contact Sophia Riehl:
410-641-2173, or email at
riehlsatberlin@comcast.net.

Please prayerfully consider sponsoring altar
flowers, candles and/or weekly bulletin.
Sign-up charts are on Narthex bulletin board.

What's Happening - Service Team
And now some bad news. It is with heartfelt
sadness that after 10 years of sponsoring 3
Clothing Closets per year at John Clayton
Elementary School, the Service Team will be
unable to continue with this outreach ministry.
Age and safety issues are the primary reasons
for discontinuing this ministry. Service Team
members are in their 90's, 80's and 70's. If we
all were twenty-five years younger, this would
not be an issue and the team would still be doing what we love to do, helping those in need.
At our last Clothing Closet a team member almost took a really bad fall. Carrying clothes to
where they need to be, plus no hand rails on the
steps is a recipe for disaster.
Service will continue to work closely with John
Clayton in regard to their needs. We have
talked with our coordinator at school and it was
decided that all they need to do is call the team
when there is a need and the Service Team will
try and meet the need
It truly is sad that this decision had to be made.
The team has truly enjoyed working at the
Clothing Closets. Interacting with the staff, parents and children during these Clothing Closets
will be memories we will carry with us forever. If
there is anyone interested in taking over this
ministry, please contact Bill or Pat Carroll.
God's Blessings to each of you.
(SEE NEXT PAGE)

SERVICE TEAM SUMMARY
It's a new year and your Service Team is ready
to spring into action. First, we would like to
share with you a few Service Team projects
completed in 2017.
As most of you know, the Service Team is a
ministry of caring and sharing the love of Christ
to all in need. Below you will find a few projects
completed last year.
JOHN CLAYTON ELEMENTARY:
Service provided two Clothing Closets at John
Clayton in 2017. Ample clothing, shoes, purses,
books, toys and jewelry were available for
parents and children to take as needed.
THANKSGIVING BASKETS:
With your support, five Thanksgiving baskets
were made complete with a turkey and all the
trimmings.
GIVING TREE:
Nine children from John Clayton received five
gifts per child thanks to your generosity.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION:
A very full trunk full of teacher supplies were
delivered to John Clayton. An abundance of
"thank you's" from the office staff were received
upon delivery of these supplies.
WEEKEND BACKPACK PROGRAM:
Non-perishable food items were purchased by
Service to fill backpacks for food insecure
students over the weekend.
REWARD CLOSET:
Outstanding students of the week are allowed to
choose for themselves one item from the
Reward Closet. The Service Team purchased
watches, books, crayons etc. to restock this
Reward Closet.
KNITTERS:
Our knitters continue to knit warm hats and
scarves for children at John Clayton and two
motels supported by the Service Team.
Anyone in need of yarn please let Pat Carroll
know and we will be very happy to share our
yarn with you or anyone you know in need of
yarn.
QUILTERS:
Seventy-five quilts were made in 2017 by our
very talented and dedicated quilters.

FOOD PANTRY:
Our Food Pantry continues to feed approximately 30-35 families. The Food Pantry team
assembled 12 Thanksgiving baskets and 15
Christmas baskets. All 27 baskets included a
turkey and all the trimmings.
FOOD PANTRY CHRISTMAS:
A request from a Food Pantry client asked for
help providing Christmas gifts for his five
children. The Service Team purchased 5 gifts
for each of his children.

STONE HOUSE:
Christmas gifts, all wrapped, were purchased for
18 men. Each resident received seven gifts
each, all purchased by the Service Team.
(Homeless Project Account)
KITCHEN STAPLES:
Your donations of coffee, sugar etc. has been a
true blessing to Stone House. (Homeless
Shelter) Your unwavering support of this ministry is outstanding and very much appreciated.

CHILDREN GIFTS:
Melinda Forster sewed 25 goodie bags filled
with gifts for children living at two motels
supported by Soul Ministry and the Service
Team.
FEED GOD'S PEOPLE:
Feeding the homeless at Stone House is still a
priority here at CLC. CLC members continue to
be dedicated to this ministry.
CLOTHING DONATIONS:
Thank you for your continued support of donating gently used clothing to House of Mercy
(Thrift Store) and Dress for Success.
The Service Team thanks you for your support.
The team is only able to carry out our vital
mission to help those in need because you care.
We are very thankful for the difference you help
us make.
The team meets the first Monday of every
month at 9:30AM. Stop by and join us for a
meeting, we would love to have you.
SERVICE TEAM

MARCH 2018

OPERATING FUND
REPORT

Birthdays:
Lori Haas
Kay Kellam
Lucie Rinker
Gloria Hagelstein
Larry Forster
Charlene Jordan
Bob Druckenmiller
Anne Hanna
Lorna Landis
Pat McMullen
Charles Pickel
Ruth Sacona
Betty Novotny
Doris Egbert

4
4
4
9
13
13
14
16
17
18
19
19
24
31

As of 1-31-2018
Budget

$16,452

Actual Income

$13,389

Actual Expenses

$15,399

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves

($2,010)

Thanks for your continued support.
Jim Landis, Treasurer

Anniversaries:
Rose & Ned Troutman
Patty & Al Yergey

1
30

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown
please give to the church office,
or send info to:
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com
If you would like your age or anniversary years
listed please contact me.

Council Highlights – Feb. 14, 2018
•

A motion was made to move money from
local benevolence to the Food Pantry to
subsidize items that need to be bought to fill
the boxes each week.

•

Another motion was made to Nominate Dave
Pittinger for the Synod Lay Leadership
Award.

•

Members were encouraged to check website
and make sure things are accurate.

•

A check was received from the Estate of
Frieda to the Church which will be placed in
Memorial Fund.

•

We will be hosting a meeting with the South
Shore Lutheran Churches on March 11, 2018
to discuss “The Declining Church”.

•

There are still 2 vacant seats on council at
this time. If you are interested in serving on
the council please see any member of the
council or speak with Pastor Mark.

Prayers for
Disciple-Making
Congregations
God, may our
members care and
respect one another
without regard to
outward signs of
power or position.
Luke 19:34

Submitted by Kathy Waluk, Secretary

Food Pantry
WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY

If you would like to serve as a Greeter/Usher at
the 8 a.m. service or as a Greeter for the 10:30
service, contact Bev Stalnaker, 302-858-6591.
If you would like to serve as Usher for the 10:30
service, contact Dick Riehl, 301-509-8860.
Sandy Wachter-Myers schedules Assisting
Ministers and Communion Assistants for both
the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. She can
be reached at 302-515-1130.

The Food Pantry has grown over the
past year. We now have 42 families
on our list. We are serving well over
100 people. Some of these families
will be seen only once. They needed
food support, they received it and
now they are managing on their own.
Other families will come for food 3
or 4 times a year. Perhaps someone
has temporarily lost a job or there’
there’s
an unexpected bill to pay which does
not leave enough money for food, but
normally they can manage. However,
many families will need food support
every month. Beginning in 2018 we
began an easier, fairer way of
tracking our food distribution. Each
family can get food once a month.
Generally the food that the pantry
provides is enough for 4 people for
three days, certainly not enough for
an entire month, so many families
will find additional sources. CLC
congregation is very generous with
food donations, however we purchase
many food items every month.
These expenses have continued to
grow. We receive regular donations
of baked goods and meat from Weis
Market and other places, but we are
currently looking for additional
sources of food or funds. Our Food
Pantry is a valuable ministry to our
neighbors and one that we hope can
continue to grow and serve.

Many thanks to Jim Gelato for his many years
serving as coordinator; and many thanks to
Sandy Wachter-Myers for taking the baton!

Joan King

Mondays at noon, CLC holds a weekly Bible
Study. The Monday group usually follows the
same lesson plan as Sunday’s Bible study.
Pastor Mark leads the Sunday study at 9 a.m.
and Dave Bartges or Sandra Wachter-Myers
leads the Monday study. All you need to join a
study group is to come and see (hear) God’s
word through scripture, history, saints, and
sometime ordinary people. We believe Jesus
Christ is God’s word for us, and it is with this
understanding we consider all of scripture and
other writings.
Classes are informal and
conversational. Come and see!

Passing the
Baton
For all who serve as Assisting Ministers,
Communion Assistants, and Ushers, this is to
inform all that Sandy Wachter-Myers has
stepped forward to coordinate the scheduling for
our worship services. She succeeds Deacon
Jim Gelato who has been doing this function for
many years.

Food Pantry Task Force

Monthly Dinner Group
Open to All
The AARP Smart Driver course is the nation’s
first refresher course specifically designed for
drivers age 50 and older. In the state of
Delaware and many other states, drivers may
benefit from a discount on their auto insurance
premium upon completing the course.
Course highlights include research-based safe
driving strategies, information on the effects of
medication on driving, preventive measures to
reduce driver distractions, proper use of safety
belts, air bags, anti-lock brakes, and new
technology found in cars today, techniques for
handling
left
turns,
right-of-way,
and
roundabouts and more.
The classes are offered the second Friday of
every month. It may be the 4 hour refresher or
the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is
needed.
Contact Joan King (239-567-0606) for more
information and to register for the course.

Attention Ministries and Teams
The Hospitality & Fellowship Team would love
to have some help in hosting our monthly firstSunday coffee hours following the 10:30 Liturgy.
All ministries and teams (quilters, Christian
communications, stewardship, finance, etc),
please let Rose Troutman know if you’d like to
host one Sunday. It’s just setting up the coffee
and putting out what everyone brings to share.
Everyone helps with clean-up. All store-bought
and baked goods are appreciated.

On the fourth Thursday of each month, we
gather at a local restaurant to share a meal
(Dutch Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie. Our
next gathering is scheduled for Thursday, March
22 at the Ropewalk Restaurant in Ocean City on
81st Street. We always begin gathering for
dinner at 5 p.m., with the meal beginning at
5:30 p.m. A different restaurant is chosen
monthly with info posted on the bulletin board in
Luther Hall; no calls are made.
It’s great fun! If you are interested in coming,
contact Judy Striebig 302-541-0815 so we’ll
know how many to expect when making
reservations. Remember, you must phone to
confirm your attendance.

I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.
(Philippians 4:13)
I first leaned on this verse as a
prayer for help in times of trouble,
Knowing that Christ would guide
me through situations when I didn’t

have the strength to do so myself.
But God, in His infinite wisdom,
turned this verse around for me. It’s
become an affirmation of assumed
success. I can do ALL things

Please report any changes or
corrections to our office and
changes will be made regularly.
Updated Directory will be out
soon. One copy to each family, Please.
Please add to directory:
Wayne & Edith Marie Johnson
34511 Park Circle
Frankford, DE 19945
Phone: 302-539-5706

because Christ is behind me. I now
see it as a verse of hope instead of
the life preserver it used to be. That

shift has made all the difference in
my faith and relationship with God.
Laurie Feingold
Thrivent Member

Please Mark Your Calendar—March 23
Greeters Needed!

Bi-Annual Clean the Lord’s House Day

At the 8 a.m. Liturgy, one disciple is sufficient to
serve as both Greeter and Usher. However, at
the 10:30 a.m. Liturgy, we need three disciples:
two to serve as Usher and one to serve as
Greeter.

We pay for a bi-weekly cleaning service to do
light cleaning. To keep costs to a minimum, we,
disciples, gather twice a year to do top-to-bottom
cleaning to make Community shine in preparation for the Advent and Lenten seasons. For
2018, we will gather on March 23 beginning at
9 a.m. to clean for Palm Sunday, Holy Week and
Easter; and we clean again in October, prior to
Reformation, Thanksgiving and the Advent
Season.

The duties of Greeter are simple. Just greet
those who arrive for worship with a warm,
friendly welcome that we at CLC have come to
be known for. If a visitor comes, direct him or
her to sign our visitors’ log and make a name
tag. Then, direct them to the Ushers for a
Bulletin and to be seated. That’s basically it!
Don’t delay! Call Bev today at 302-858-6591.

As before, there will be a task list and sign-up
sheet posted on the bulletin board in Luther Hall.
If you cannot come on March 23 but would like
to help, sign up for a specific task and complete
it by March 23.
We’ve had as many as 20 disciples help out;
and for those coming on the date of the cleaning, we are usually done in 3 hours. Many
hands make for light work! A light continental
breakfast will be available.

Chime Choir Tuning In!
Plans are firming up to form a Chime Choir to
play an accompaniment to a choir anthem
sometime in March and on Easter Sunday. The
first rehearsal was on February 11 at about
11:45 a.m. (after the 10:30 Liturgy). Dates for
subsequent rehearsals will be decided at each
rehearsal. Four disciples have stepped forth to
participate; and another 1-2 would be great.
You don’t have to be able to read music, just be
able to count, usually only to 4!!
This musical activity is always rewarding and
will add to our worship service. Please prayerfully consider participating; and contact Joan
King or Tom Richardson if interested.

Upcoming Events
March 25 is Palm Sunday which begins Holy
Week. There’ll also be services on Maundy
Thursday, and Good Friday, March 29 & 30 at
7:00 p.m.
April 1, 2018 is Easter Sunday (no foolin’!)
Please note that our first-Sunday coffee hour will
be held the following Sunday, April 8.
Sunday, May 6, is Blessing of the Quilts lovingly
made by our quilting group, The Loose Threads
Sunday, June 3, is our Sumer Open Forum in
Luther Hall immediately following Liturgy. Please
note there will be only one service this date.

