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Dear Friends in Christ:
Jesus is Risen, Jesus is Risen indeed! This year we celebrate Easter on April Fool’s but for us the resurrection
of Jesus is no joke. The Resurrection isn’t just a metaphor or a nice symbol we reference to make us happy. It
is a true and assured hope that there is Life after Death. That Death is not the end, but it is a beginning for us as
we continue to learn and trust in Jesus Christ.
How does the resurrection change our lives? What difference does it make that we worship Jesus, who lived,
died and was resurrected? As Luther might ask “What does this mean?”
It means that we can live unafraid of death and all that it brings with it. Many live in such a way that they will
do ANYTHING to avoid pain, aging, illness and death. They go to extraordinary lengths to deny the
inevitability of it, fooling only themselves and a few select others who are in on the game. We use drugs to
lessen the impact of what’s coming, or we choose inappropriate and (ultimately) damaging lifestyles, or we try
to fool ourselves into acting or looking much younger than we are, or we are simply paralyzed by fear into a
kind of stupor that keeps us from doing or being anything.
It also means that we can live free from sin’s power. Has someone done something to you that still controls
your heart and mind? Have you done something that has clouded or affected your whole life? Have you
allowed prejudice or fear to warp your heart so that you cannot love and forgive? Trusting in the resurrection,
you can let all that go. You can move forward toward something new, toward new life. When we trust in Jesus
we trust in life itself as he told us “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” He proved this to us on Easter Sunday.
We are called to embrace the resurrection life Jesus offers us. Our true selves are found in Christ and in God
our creator. Embracing the resurrection life also means embracing the cross like Jesus. As Jesus told his
disciples. “Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal
life.” John 12:15
In following Jesus, we die to ourselves (our ego) so that Christ can live in us. Someone told me that a good
acronym for what ego really is Edging Grace Out. Just imagine if we didn’t edge out God’s grace in us.
Imagine if we let God’s grace edge out sin and death in us and in the world around us. That is the hope of the
Resurrection. That is the power of God’s grace that is able to overpower sin, death
and evil. God is doing a resurrecting work in you right now. What can we as a
community do to celebrate this resurrecting work?
Mark D. Molter, n/OLF
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor
Office (302) 732-1156 Cell (540)226-6444

OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAD

Off the Top of My Head This month we had a
death in our family, our sister- in-law, Carolyn
died of a mysterious terminal disease. She
suffered for 6 months not knowing until
November what was wrong. It was so unreal.
These last few weeks as I think about the
passion of Christ, I think about Christ dying on
the cross for ME and MY sins that seems unreal
too!
For both of them - the suffering and the
realization that life as they knew it was over.
How could they go on? How did they accept
that fate ?
How can I begin to understand what it really
means ? Unreal!
I’m really listening this Lenten season - the
passion has played out right in front of me.
Some find it hard to believe especially the part
about MY sins and dying for ME... But it is even
more unreal! Jesus died for ALL of our sins
with a promise of everlasting life with him for
ALL. With Christ as our guide we can’t go
wrong. He will not leave us, no matter if we are
not perfect or make mistakes. He has forgiven
us for all our shortcomings by his death on the
cross.
Needless to say I look forward to Easter,
knowing that Christ and Carolyn are with the
Father and all is well.

Cathy Kunst, Council President
Great quote - What wings are to a bird
and sails to a ship...so is prayer to the
soul. By Corrie ten Boom

APRIL PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME – HOPE
VERSE – 1 Peter 1:3. Praise be to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ! In his
great mercy he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.

Gerald & Esther Lupton
Jack & Eileen Magar
Judy Martin
Patricia & Julia McMullen
Cheryl Mezzaroba
Susan Miller

Pastor Mark & Caitlin Molter
Ron & Marlene Mould
Gordon Naar
Hans & Judy Neas
Bob & Betty Novotny
Charles & Harriet Pickel
David & Susan Pittinger
CONTINUE TO ADD OTHER
NAMES TO YOUR LIST

We Give Thanks for CLC’s Church Council
and Financial Ministry

GREETERS NEEDED FOR THE
10:30 A.M. SERVICE

Often, we limit our Church Council and Finance
Team to the administrative work of CLC. However, it is helpful to recognize how the administrative actions and the financial concerns are
essential for participating in God’s mission
through CLC. Good order and structure, along
with sound financial practices respects the call
to mission as well as intentional spending necessary to sustain mission ministry.

The duties of Greeter are simple. Just greet
those who arrive for worship with a warm,
friendly welcome that we at CLC have come to
be known for. If a visitor comes, direct him or
her to sign our visitors’ log and make a name
tag. Then, direct them to the Ushers for a
Bulletin and to be seated. That’s basically it!

Prayers of thanksgiving for those who serve in
these ministries are appropriate. Prayers for
wisdom, fortitude and the leading of the Holy
Spirit are appropriate. Thank those who serve
and offer support. Increase or maintain sacrificial giving. When the money is given, our
Treasurer (Jim Landis) can pay our bills and
sleep better at night. Our Finance Team works
carefully to make good financial plans. Your offering eases the stress this team takes on in its
work.
Thank you, CLC, for your faithful financial giving.
Thank you, Finance Team: Dave Bartges, Joan
Hennessy, Ted Byram, Bill Carroll, and Doug
Fields. Thank you, members of counting teams.
Thank you, Auditors; Joan Hennessy, Tom
Clarke and Linda Byram. Thank you, Financial
Secretary, Barb Bartges and Assistant Financial
Secretary Debby Koerner. Thank you, Treasurer, Jim Landis. Thank
you, Power Church
Administrator, Dave Bartges and Resource Management Team Leader, Sophia Riehl. Thank
you, Church Council: Pastor Mark, Cathy Kunst
(President), Phyllis Dobson (VP), Kathy Waluk
(Secretary), Doug Fields, John Douthwaite,
Norma Rodney, and Pat McMullen.

Another way to support these ministries is to
offer your service. Needed are: Assistant
Treasurer, Resource Management
Team
Members, Assistant Power Church Administrator, members for church council, and
Finance Team members. Contact the church
office or speak to one of the people listed to
offer your service.

Don’t delay! Call Bev today at 302-858-6591.
What?? Coffee Hour a Ministry??
You may not realize it, but coffee hour is a ministry. It’s an extension of liturgy than goes back
to the earliest days of the Church when the faithful would gather following the
Eucharist
for fellowship and to share a meal. We look forward to fellowship after worship. It’s our social
time – a time to see friends and catch up with
their news and to make plans for the week
ahead. [excerpted from The Outreach Ministry of
Coffee Hour by Fr Jim Kordaris who serves the
Archdiocese as Director of Stewardship,
Outreach & Evangelism and as pastor of
St. George Church in NYC]
Coffee, and perhaps something to go with it, is
usually available every
Sunday
morning
for 8 a.m. worshipers and Choir members coming in early to practice. First-Sunday coffee hour
is held following the 10:30 Liturgy and involves
baked goods as well. All are welcomed!!

Since April 1 is Easter Sunday, our first-Sunday
coffee hour in April will be postponed to the following Sunday, April 8.

Planning in Advance
Sunday, May 6, is Blessing of the Quilts lovingly
made by our quilting group (The Loose Threads)
Sunday, June 3, is our Sumer Open Forum in
Luther Hall immediately following Liturgy. Please
note there will be only one service this date.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
Mondays at noon, CLC holds a weekly Bible
Study. The Monday group usually follows the
same lesson plan as Sunday’s Bible study.
Pastor Mark leads the Sunday study at 9 a.m.
and Dave Bartges or Sandra Wachter-Myers
leads the Monday study. All you need to join a
study group is to come and see (hear) God’s
word through scripture, history, saints, and
sometime ordinary people. We believe Jesus
Christ is God’s word for us, and it is with this
understanding we consider all of scripture and
other writings.
Classes are informal and
conversational. Come and see!

To CLC friends: Thanks so much for the
cards, prayers, calls, etc. I am on the
mend now and appreciate all your
continued support.
From: Judy and Hans Neas

Condolences to the Livingston Family

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday, March 25: 8 am & 10:30 am
Wednesday, March 28th: 12 Noon thru 5 pm
Quiet Time for Reflection and Healing
Maundy Thursday, March 29th: 7 pm Communion with Foot Washing.
Good Friday, March 30th: 7 pm Reading of
Christ’s Passion from Matthew.
Easter Sunday, April 1st: 8 am & 10:30 pm

Phil Livingston passed away on March 3 after
slipping off his boat dock into the Nanticoke.
Phil and Phillys were formerly active members at
CLC before transferring to the Lutheran Church
in Seaford. Phil was active in his community
and will be sorely missed. Condolences may be
sent to Phillys at P.O. Box 528, Blades Harbour,
DE 19973-0528.

From Death to Life –
A Stewardship Perspective
In this season of ‘Resurrection,’ we remember
that resurrection life follows death. The Stewardship Team promotes spiritual growth and
well-being for the sake of living anew in Christ.
The new life promise is our spirit giving up
‘death’ to embrace ‘life.” Regular worship attendance puts you in the presence of the spoken Word, the gospel of Jesus Christ. This is
life-giving Word. Regularly receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion is a spiritual practice
that embraces resurrection; God’s grace given
in bread and wine with the words, ‘For you.’ A
young seminarian once asked his professor how
a pastor would know if parishioners are rightly
prepared to receive Holy Communion. “If their
hands reach out to receive, they are prepared.
Wanting to receive the gift of Jesus Christ is adequate.” Jesus feeds our hungry spirits.

care for the communion ware and linens. They
attend to changing the paraments that colors will
match Sundays and seasons. A complete description of the Altar Guild’s work is on the bulletin board in the narthex. Thank you; Karlyn (and
Doug) Fields, Bev Stalnaker, Linda Riehl, Judy
(and Hans) Neas, Susan Pittinger, Doris Egbert,
and Leslie. As in all work, more hands make
lighter work. If you are willing, the Altar Guild
needs your help. Contact Bev. Stalnaker or the
church office for more information or to join the
Altar Guild.

Adding Bible study (Sunday morning at 9:00,
Monday at Noon, Men’s study is Wednesday at
8, and Women’s Spirituality is the 1st Monday of
the month at 1:30) encourages your spiritual
growth. Praying for the congregation as directed by the church council and Pastor Mark is
vital for the health and growth of our congregation. Your own private devotions and prayer life
needs practice and nurture as well. We can
choose to ignore our spiritual needs and risk a
life that holds signs of death only. With practice
and attention on Jesus Christ, your experience
of new life does grow.

Forgive and the whole landscape will change.

Worship is Offered with Care
and in Good Order
Community Lutheran is blessed with a faithful
troop of workers known at the Altar Guild. The
work of these people is primarily to ‘set the communion table.’
Martin Luther taught that our
Sacraments (baptism and Holy Communion) are
‘means of grace.’ God gives us grace as we receive the bread and wine and hear they are
Christ giving himself to us. Before 8:00 worship
on Sundays, one or two representatives prepare
for Holy Communion. They set the table again
following 8:00 worship in preparation for 10:30
worship. In addition, these servants clean and

Even in Death There
is the Opportunity for Life
We will all come to an earthly death. Have you
considered how you can provide financial support to the ministry of CLC, even after death?
You can include CLC in your estate through your
will or trust. Stewards we are, in life and death.

Ten Golden Rules of Forgiveness
You are the only one who can change – those who
have done you wrong have nothing to do with your
forgiveness process.
You can only forgive when you are ready – it won’t
work until you are.
When you forgive and let go, you change and then
the whole world is different.

There will always be someone else to forgive, so the
better you get at it, the easier life will be.
When you forgive the big stuff, you will always have
a scar on your heart; that way you won’t forget.
Sitting on top of the mountain of being in the right is
a very lonely place.
Think of people you know who can forgive. Now
think of those who bear a grudge – which camp
would you rather be in?
If you can learn to forgive yourself, you are more
than halfway there.
It is never too late to forgive.
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave
you” [Ephesians 4:32]

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles

Memorials and Honorariums in 2017

and Weekly Bulletins

$3,455

Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and
bulletins each week are available!
Please prayerfully consider sponsoring altar
flowers, candles and/or weekly bulletin.
Sign-up charts are on Narthex
bulletin board.

Memorials:
To the Memorial Fund (uses specified at a later date) in the name of
Sharon Richardson, Fran Kline and
Frieda Gotreaux

To the CLC Mission Endowment
Fund in the name of Atsalinas, Fran
Kline and Frieda Gotreaux
SIMPLY GIVING
For your information the Finance and Stewardship teams are exploring various means
of “Digital” Giving. However, we already
have available a program called Simply
Giving. This program provides automatic
transfer of funds from your bank to the
church’s bank per your instructions.

To the Building Fund in the name of
H. Riehl
To the General Fund in the name of
Fran Kline

Honorariums:
To the Food Pantry in the name of
Dave & Barb Bartges for their 80th
Birthdays

The contribution you would like to make to
CLC can be given weekly, monthly or semimonthly. You may also split the contribution
between several ministries of the church,
e.g. the Operating Fund, Food Pantry, Mortgage Reduction, etc. Changes of the amount,
split and/or frequency may be made by
simply contacting me.
Most folks who use Simply Giving also occasionally use Love envelopes in order to make
one time contributions for some special
cause.

In order to get started, you just need to fill
out a brief form and attach a voided check.
You can get further information on this program and forms from me.
Barb Bartges, Financial Secretary
(302-537-1236) babar210@verizon.net

Thank You Choir and Chime Choir!
Many thanks to both the Choir and
Chime Choir for performing at both the 8
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Liturgies on Easter
Day. Music adds so much to our worship
services; and your ministry is much appreciated!
Anyone who would like to join Choir or
the Chime Choir, please see our Music
Director, Tom Richardson.

Food Pantry

WHAT’S HAPPENING —

SERVICE TEAM
The impulse to give to those less fortunate is a
wonderful expression of human caring and generosity and all of you have done just that.
Christmas time found the Service Team sponsoring three families from John Clayton Elementary School, supplying families with requested
gifts for their children. The following are a few
“Thank You” notes from these families.
Thank you from the C…. Family. You helped
put smiles on our children’s faces. With appreciation. Gracias, words truly can’s express how
thankful we truly are for your caring. GOD
BLESS all of you, the P….family. Community
Lutheran Church, thank you for the joy, love and
support you give to our families here at John
Clayton School.
Your congregation always
amazes us with all the things you do for our
families. We wish you all good fortune and
health in 2018. Jan Bomhardt, Service Team
Contact.

January, February, and March found the Service
Team continuing to support John Clayton
School “Weekend Backpack Program.” Each
month the Service Team purchases nonperishable food items to be placed in the backpacks of many children on Fridays. Saturday
and Sunday finds no government subsidized
food for these children. The food placed in
these backpacks allows food insecure children
food for the weekend.
FEED GOD’S PEOPLE:
You can ,make a difference in many lives.
Please prayerfully consider becoming project
coordinator for the Service Teams outreach ministry “FEED GOD’S PEOPLE.” If you feel you
might be interested, please call Pat Carroll or
Dave Pittinger. We both will be waiting by our
phones. Thank You!!

The Food Pantry has grown over the
past year. We now have 42 families
on our list. We are serving well over
100 people. Some of these families
will be seen only once. They needed
food support, they received it and
now they are managing on their own.
Other families will come for food 3
or 4 times a year. Perhaps someone
has temporarily lost a job or there’
there’s
an unexpected bill to pay which does
not leave enough money for food,
but normally they can manage.
However, many families will need
food support every month. Beginning
in 2018 we began an easier, fairer
way of tracking our food distribution. Each family can get food once
a month. Generally the food that
the pantry provides is enough for 4
people for three days, certainly not
enough for an entire month, so many
families will find additional sources.
CLC congregation is very generous
with food donations, however we
purchase many food items every
month. These expenses have continued to grow.
We receive regular
donations of baked goods and meat
from Weis Market and other places,
but we are currently looking for additional sources of food or funds.
Our Food Pantry is a valuable ministry to our neighbors and one that we
hope can continue to grow and serve.
Joan King

The AARP Smart Driver course is the nation’s
first refresher course specifically designed for
drivers age 50 and older. In the state of
Delaware and many other states, drivers may
benefit from a discount on their auto insurance
premium upon completing the course.
Course highlights include research-based safe
driving strategies, information on the effects of
medication on driving, preventive measures to
reduce driver distractions, proper use of safety
belts, air bags, anti-lock brakes, and new
technology found in cars today, techniques for
handling
left
turns,
right-of-way,
and
roundabouts and more.
The classes are offered the second Friday of
every month. It may be the 4 hour refresher or
the 6 hour basic course, depending on what is
needed.
Contact Joan King (239-567-0606) for more
information and to register for the course.

Attention Ministries and Teams
The Hospitality & Fellowship Team would love
to have some help in hosting our monthly firstSunday coffee hours following the 10:30 Liturgy.
All ministries and teams (quilters, Christian
communications, stewardship, finance, etc),
please let Rose Troutman know if you’d like to
host one Sunday. It’s just setting up the coffee
and putting out what everyone brings to share.
Everyone helps with clean-up. All store-bought
and baked goods are appreciated.

Please report any changes or corrections to our
office and changes will be made regularly.

Up to date Directory is available in the
Narthex. (Please only one per family.)

Monthly Dinner Group
Open to All
On the fourth Thursday of each month, we
gather at a local restaurant to share a meal
(Dutch Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie.
We always begin gathering for dinner at 5 p.m.,
with the meal beginning at 5:30 p.m. A different
restaurant is chosen monthly with info posted on
the bulletin board in Luther Hall; no calls are
made.
It’s great fun! If you are interested in
contact Judy Striebig 302-541-0815
know how many to expect when
reservations. Remember, you must
Judy to confirm your attendance.

coming,
so we’ll
making
contact

Lenten Soup & Service Wednesdays

A huge THANK YOU to all who made
soup, brought bread, set up and cleaned
up for our meals and an equally huge
THANK YOU to those who volunteered to
do a dramatic reading to enhance our
service. We had good attendances at all
Wednesday services.

Dramatic Readings During
Lenten Wednesdays
This year our Soup & Service
Wednesday
services
include
a
presentation of monologues (dramatic
readings), followed by discussion and
prayer. These monologues told stories of
those affected by Jesus including the
paralytic, Peter’s mother-in-law, Mary
Magdalene, Thomas, and Martha. The
stories were presented in first-person.
Thank you to Ted Byram, Mary Ellen
Engler, Sophia Riehl, Dave Bartges, and
Joan King for so graciously stepping
forward to participate in this endeavor.

APRIL 2018
Birthdays:
Bill Daywalt
Gunner Haas
Cathy Kunst
Scott Hanna
Ann Scott
Susan Pittinger
Linda Daywalt
Lonnie Riley

2
5
9
16
16
22
23
26

OPERATING FUND
REPORT
As of 2-28-2018

Anniversaries:
Ted & Linda Byram
Jim & Janet Gelato
Bob & Char Jordan
Wally & Janet Shifflett

7
14
19
24

Budget

$32,905

Actual Income

$26,869

Actual Expenses

$30,269

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves

($3,400)

Thanks for your continued support.
Jim Landis, Treasurer

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown
please give to the church office,
or send info to:
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com
If you would like your age or anniversary years
listed please contact me.

Council Highlights – March,, 2018

Prayers for
Disciple-Making
Congregations

God, provide opportunities for personal
growth and spiritual formation that
strengthen our members in their
Christian walk.
1 Thess. 3:13

Council is urgently looking to fill the 2
vacant positions on Church Council to
comply with our constitution. Anyone
who is interested to fill these positions
through 2018 please see Cathy Kunst or
Pastor. Thank you.
Council voted to accept Lyn and Bill
Hinkelman for membership. Council also
approved a motion to backlight the
figurine on the front of the church with
LED strip lights and to paint the lettering
around the figurine in a contrasting color
to emphasize that we are a church

