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Dear Friends in Christ:
What does it mean to be Christian? As we see a lot of religious talk and bible quoting in the public sphere. This has been my question
for the past few months. I am reminded of what Paul reminds us Galatians about living in the Spirit.
Galatians 5:16-26
"So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the
Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who
live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. "
As Luther Might say, what does this Mean?
How do we live by the Spirit? How do we evaluate ourselves and those leading us to see if they are living the Good News of Jesus
entrusted to us?
Galatians provides us some guidance. In our culture we get hung up get up on few of the first sins related to sex and can’t move past
them. They are important, but the rest are just as if not more important. Just look at our country. We have made idols of money and
politics, we have outright hatred for people based on race or who we voted for. The list of things that draw us away from living in
God’s Spirit our numerous.
I urge you as we think about how we live our lives, who we support, and what things we give allegiance to. Use the Fruit of the Spirit
as your guide. Are the people leading our country, our communities, in our lives Loving, Joy filled, working toward peace, patient and
diligent, Kind, Good, Faithful (to not just to God but to all people), gentle (humble) and self-controlled (purposeful and disciplined
toward the wellbeing of others)? I hope you find someone. And if you can't find anyone, maybe God is calling you.
Nobody is perfect but if each day we ask for God's grace to be just a little more loving, more kind, more peaceful, more patient,
gentler, and more self-controlled. If we can help others around us do the same. The world will be a better place. Following is Christ
can be difficult and us be nourished by the Fruit of the Spirit along the way and share this fruit with others. How are we as a
community of Christ cultivating and sharing this Fruit?

Mark D. Molter, n/OLF
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OFF THE TOP OF
MY HEAD!!
AUGUST PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME:

GRACE

VERSE : Hebrews 4:16.
Therefore let us draw near with confidence to
the throne of grace so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Bob & Sally Druckenmiller
Debby Dudley
Don & Louise Egan
Doris Egbert
Mary Ellen Engler
Robert & Mary Fern
Doug & Karlyn Fields
Larry & Melinda Forster
James & Janet Gelato
Kay Gooden
Fred & Lori Haas and family
Robert & Gloria Hagelstein
Anne Hanna
Scott Hanna
Bill & Linda Hinkelman
Geoffrey & Stephanie Gray
Please add others you wish to pray for……
Our Food Pantry and White Bag Lunch Program
House of Mercy – feeding the homeless this
summer and Our Joan King as she improves
each week.

IT’S Saturday and I’m waiting for the impending storm. I
hope it is the gentle rain we need, but WBOC says no
way ! June was such a rainy month and July so sunny
and hot. I wonder what August will bring to our little piece
of paradise!
I’m looking forward to the Hymn Festival on August 19 th.
I’m sure it will be wonderful, as Tom always pleases and all
those new voices joining with our members should be a
delight!
We’ve got new tablecloths to try out and new racks for the
Clothing Closet.
I’m sure you noticed the newly painted lettering on the
church front that really makes a difference.
A new baby is coming our way, as Pastor Mark and Caitlin
will welcome a bundle of joy this Christmas! A hundred
Delaware CLC grandparents are ready for the new arrival.
Joan King is recovering and the Food Pantry is helping a
steady flow of folks that are showing up each Tuesday and
Thursday . The White Bag Lunch Program has fed 134
children 268 meals all with the help of local churches, CLC
and YOU! People are continuing to give supplies and their
time to these ministries.
Even though House of Mercy is struggling , we have been
able to keep our commitment to them each Thursday. We
need some volunteers for August and September. Please
think about signing up to cook. If you have questions, see
Dave Bartges.
All those sunny days mean $$$ for solar returns. Waiting to
see how the new incentives will add up.

Please feel free to add family and friends and
continue to pray for your brothers and sisters at
CLC !

Another Sunny report is the addition of new members over
the last 6 months. We celebrate these new families as
they are welcomed into our midst. They have blessed us
with their talents.

Blessings, Cathy Kunst

So what will August bring…… more blessings from our
Lord to a grateful people and my grandchildren!! YEA!!!
Blessings, Cathy Kunst

What is going on at the blinking light
at the Omar crossroads?
Here sits a large white cross and a building
called Community Lutheran Church.
Why?
Essentially, what is going on here is ministry to
participate in God’s mission.
Think about the ministry that happens here.
Worship, a truly Christian activity in the form it
is offered here, is inviting, intentional and complete. We have a place to sing together, pray
together, hear God’s word together; and we are
fed by Christ in word and sacrament.
Throughout the week God’s word is offered
through Bible studies. We care for one another
in our fellowship gatherings.
Our building is a gathering place for AA groups.
Many people in recovery need a place to go; to
be and feel welcomed. Our building is a place
to provide food, feeding those who need a little
more to eat. CLC is a place for each of us to
come to welcome the hungry and to listen to
their stories. It is a place we can offer God’s
grace through our actions and words. The
clothes closet is available to help clothe these
same people. Jesus commands, ‘love your
neighbor.’ Love happens here.
Luther Hall is a sewing room, as a group of
faithful servants make quilts for Lutheran World
Relief and other folks in need of a warm covering. Again, the people who sew do this together and the gathering becomes about caring for
each other as well as those who receive quilts.
Consider what our fellowship would be without
a property. Think how having a property gives
unique ability to serve Christ as we love our
neighbors and one another.

As you consider your offering to CLC, remember that about $.35 of each dollar supports the
mortgage, utilities, office space and machines,
and maintenance of the property and building.
This is not for the building’s sake. It is for the
sake of the ministry God has called us to be,
here at the crossroads.

What is the Order
of Lutheran Franciscans?
The Order of Lutheran Franciscans (OLF) is a
religious community of vowed Lutheran brothers, sisters and siblings, dedicated to Christ and
the rebuilding of His Church.
OLF’s beginnings are found in the mendicant
friars of the Middle Ages; people who were
seeking to follow the Christ of the Gospels in
their daily lives. St. Francis of Assisi was himself a mendicant friar, and the founder of the
Franciscan movement.
The OLF Mission, as referenced in The General
Rule of the Order of Franciscan Lutherans, is
“Taking our place within the tradition of the
Franciscan Family, we passionately follow Jesus, rebuilding His Church, living lives of mutual
care and accountability in harmony with the
creeds and confessions of the Lutheran Church
and both in the spirit and practice of the Evangelical Counsels, faithfully walking the simple
way of St. Francis of Assisi.”
OLF is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America (ELCA). The brothers and
sisters are required to be active members of an
ELCA congregation. While there are OLF locations nation-wide, the primary office of the Order
is in Houston, TX.
Pastor Mark will be attending the OLF Chapter Meeting in Nebraska, July 30-August 3.
Discussion topics include a new diagram for
spiritual growth. For more information, visit
OLF at www.lutheranfranciscans.org

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles
UPCOMING EVENT
Sunday, August 19th at 7 p.m. is the date for our
Hymn Festival.
Led by our Music Director,
Tom Richardson, our CLC Choir will take us
through the Liturgical Calendar with a medley of
sacred music. A coffee-hour reception will follow in Luther Hall.

Attention Choir
Rehearsal dates for the August 19th Hymn Festival are scheduled for Thursday evening from
6-7 p.m. on August 9. Additionally, there will be
a "dress rehearsal" on Saturday, August 18,
from 10 a.m. to noon. On Sunday, August 19,
the day of the Festival, we will gather at
6:30 p.m. to warm-up.

Updates:

and Weekly Bulletins
Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and
bulletins each week are available!
Please prayerfully consider sponsoring altar flowers, candles and/
or weekly bulletin.

Sign-up charts are on
Narthex bulletin board.

Do you have an itch for
handling money?
You can satisfy that itch by joining
a CLC Counting team. A good way to check this
out is to attend a Counters’ meeting on the 10th
of June after the second service. If you can’t
make the meeting and are interested, please
contact Barb Bartges, Financial Secretary,
babar210@verizon.net

Cathy Kunst Cell—302-249-7920

or phone number 537-1236.

Bill Kunst Cell—302-228-4026
Claire Worthington—please remove
cell number and use
room number 302-524-6559
Please continue to report any changes or corrections to our Office Team as changes will be
made regularly and updates issued on a current
basis.

How Do I Serve??
Many disciples have been asking what’s involved in serving as a worship assistant. We
are currently working on updating brochures listing the duties of Assisting Minister, Communion
Assistant, Ushers, Greeters, Altar Guild, and
Shepherds. We hope to have them available
soon. Stay tuned!

RECENT

OBITS

Former member Jean Layton, after a
long illness, died in early July. Jean was
a Council President and a Quilter. She
became a member in December 2002.

Former member Mary White died on
June 14th. She became a member in
February 1999. Her husband, Bill, died
in September 2002. They had an
answering machine message that said
“You have reached the White House,
please leave a message.”

ELCA Teaching
The ELCA confesses the Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We proclaim Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior. In our preaching and teaching the ELCA trusts the Gospel as the power of God
for the salvation of all who believe.
ELCA teaching or theology serves the proclamation and ministry of this faith. It does not have an
answer for all questions, not even all religious questions. Teaching or theology prepares members
to be witnesses in speech and in action of God’s rich mercy in Jesus Christ.
Scriptures, Creeds and Confessions
The ELCA’s official Confession of Faith identifies the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
(commonly called the Bible); the Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds; and the Lutheran confessional writings in the Book of Concord as the basis for our teaching. ELCA congregations make
the same affirmation in their governing documents, and ELCA pastors promise to preach and teach
in accordance with these teaching sources. This Confession of Faith is more than just words in an
official document. Every Sunday in worship ELCA congregations hear God’s word from the Scriptures, pray as Jesus taught and come to the Lord’s Table expecting to receive the mercies that the
Triune God promises. Throughout the week ELCA members continue to live by faith, serving others
freely and generously in all that they do because they trust God’s promise in the Gospel. In small
groups and at sick beds, in private devotions and in daily work, this faith saturates all of life.
Teaching for a life of faith
This connection to all of life is the clearest demonstration of the authority that the canonical Scriptures, the ecumenical Creeds and the Lutheran Confessions have in the ELCA. The Holy Spirit uses these witnesses to create, strengthen and sustain faith in Jesus Christ and the life we have in
him. That life-giving work continues every day, as Martin Luther explained in the Small Catechism:
the Holy Spirit “calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth and
preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

Women’s Spirituality is not meeting in August or September. We will return in
October, the season of harvest! “God’s word is a lamp to my feet and a light
to my path.” Psalm 119:105
Noon on Mondays, Bible study continues at CLC. Under the direction of Dave Bartges and Sandra
Wachter-Myers, the study considers scripture, doctrine and church history. You are encouraged to
bring questions and insight to this gathering. You are invited to join in this Bible study whenever
you are available to attend. All are welcome. Additional times to join in Bible study; the Men’s Bible Study, Wednesdays at 8:15 a.m. and Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. with Pastor Mark.

ANNUAL MEETING
Mark your calendars for the Annual Meeting
on Sunday, November 4.
Only one service at 10:30 a.m.
All are welcome to attend the Annual Meeting;
however only CLC members may vote on issues
presented including the 2019 budget, Council
members, Synod Assemble representatives and
others. Lunch is served at the Annual Meeting.

Wanted:
Ushers for 8:00 a.m. worship.
Communion Assistants for 8:00
a.m. and
10:30 a.m. worship.

Food Pantry
Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich Coordinators – This week the Food Pantry is
making a special request for Milk. (Please
place milk in kitchen refrigerator). A more
complete list of needed food items is posted
on the Pantry room door. There is a need for
boxes for food distribution to families. Please
leave outside Pantry room door.

Assisting Ministers for 8:00 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. worship.
Interested in serving? Speak with Pastor Mark
or Sandra Wachter-Myers. You will be given
information about each position. Thank you.

Backpacks & School Supplies –
The Service team is asking for donations of
backpacks and school supplies to benefit
John M. Clayton Elementary students and
children living in local motels (Feed God’s
People). This collection takes place during
July and August, allowing the opportunity to
take advantage of summer sales on school
items. As always, thank you for contributing to this Service team’s outreach
ministry.

White Bag Lunches: Cathy Kunst & Carol
Walton Coordinators – During the school
summer recess, CLC is again partnering with
other local churches in providing children
with a kid-friendly bagged lunch. Last year’s
program was well received by both kids and
their parents. The following is a list of suggested items: Easy-Open or Pop-Top Containers of Spaghetti, Ravioli, Mac N Cheese,
Soup; Fruit & Applesauce in a cup; Dried
Fruits in a bag; Cereal in a cup or small
box; Granola & Protein Bars; Peanut Butter Crackers, Goldfish, Cookies, Other
Bagged Snacks; Juice in Plastic Bottles or
Boxes. (See sample items displayed outside
Pantry room door.) Monetary donations are
also appreciated.

AUGUST 2018
Birthdays:
Louise Lauterbach
Dick Kauffman
Eleanor Pavlik
Wally Shifflett
Ruth Sullivan
Kay Gooden
Stephanie Gray
Carrie Kauffman
Chantal Haas
Harry Sacona
Connie Schaffner
Gloria Donelson
Pat Baughman
Janet Gelato
Mary Kline
Anniversaries:
Paul & Alice Hanke
Lou & Lonnie Riley
Dave & Susan Pittinger
Tom & Carol Clarke
Doug & Karlyn Fields
Mel & Mary Jo Kirk
Bill & Cathy Kunst
Don & Judy Striebig

4
6
6
8
8
10
10
11
13
13
14
20
21
23
29
1
4
7
11
12
21
22
30

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown
please give to the church office,
or send info to:
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com
If you would like your age or anniversary years
listed please contact me.

Monthly Dinner Group
Due to the summer crowds, we will not
gather in July or August. We will meet
again in September.

OPERATING FUND REPORT
As of June 30, 2018
Budget

$98,715

Actual Income

$91,924

Actual Expenses

$94,141

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves

($2,217)

Thanks for your continued support.
MORTGAGE BUY-DOWN UP-DATE

At the end of June we sent to Mission
Investment Fund (our mortgage holder) a
check for $1,680, to reduce the principal
on our outstanding mortgage account. In
March we sent them a payment for
$1,812.63, so that means that so far this
year we have additionally reduced our
mortgage principal by $3,492.63.
Thanks to everyone who has contributed
to this effort and it goes without saying,
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!!!

Jim Landis, Treasurer

Calling All Cooks to
Feed God’s People!
The Service Team, in
partnership with House of
Mercy, is providing 3 cooked meals every
Thursday for delivery to the homeless.
We thank all the volunteer cooks who
provided meals in early May. A sign-up
sheet is posted on the Luther Hall bulletin
board with complete instructions for those
who want to participate in this important
church ministry.
For additional information, please contact
Dave Bartges
(302-537-1236/ saltpond@verison.net).

Clothing
Closet is
Thriving

“BUCK A CHICK”
A check in the amount of $128 was sent
to ELCA World Hunger. Thank you one
and all for your support of this outreach
ministry. Your donation will allow ELCA
to connect families to the resources they
need to escape hunger and poverty for
good. With your donations of 128 baby
chicks things will be looking up for many
insecure households.
Thank you for your caring and sharing.
Service Team

TAKE A LOOK AND ADD
SOMETHING TO YOUR OWN
CLOSET AT HOME.
As previously reported, CLC offers a
Clothing Closet once a month in
conjunction with the distribution of food
from our Food Pantry.
We are receiving like-new and gentlyused donations that are fantastic and
only request a good-faith donation from
anyone taking clothes. Donations may
be placed in a “LOVE” envelope
marked ‘Clothing Closet’.

Thanks to the many members who help at the

Many thanks to the Service Team
working in partnership with the Food
Pantry to make this Clothes Closet
available!

Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich
Coordinators of the Food Pantry

Food Pantry. Everyone has really stepped up.

Joan, we all hope you are improving. A great
number of our Food Pantry customers have
asked about how you are doing and cannot
wait for you to come back.

DE/MD Synod Southern Cluster
What’s Happening in other
Southern Cluster Churches:
St. Peters Extends Invites:

If you’ve never gone to St. Peter’s Peach Festival, mark
your calendars for Thursday,
August 2, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of St. Peter’s, 10301 Coastal Hwy;
Ocean City, Maryland 21842. In addition to lots
of food and fun, there will also be a Flea Mart.
Come one, come all!
St. Peter’s is also having a Crab & Chicken
Feast on Sunday, August 12 at 5 p.m. The
cost per person is $30/adults; $15/age 7-12;
and free/age 6 and under. The fare includes
steamed crabs, fried chicken, homemade potato salad and coleslaw, corn on the cob, dessert, ice tea and lemonade. BYOB and mallet.
Contact St. Peter’s church office
at 410-524-7474 for tickets.
On Reformation Sunday, October 28 at 4:00
p.m., Rev, Frank Harpster will be installed as
St. Peters Pastor.
Grace of God
On the third Wednesday of every month from
1:30-5:00 p.m., Grace of God holds a Grocery
Club at American Legion Hall 28 (Oak Orchard
Riverdale Post 28), 31768 Legion Road, Millsboro, DE. All are welcomed to help out!
Faith
On the fifth Sunday of any month, Faith has a
“God’s Work Our Hands Sunday” of community
service. In the afternoon of July 29, they are
hoping to help clean up trails in the Assateague
National Park and then have a bon fire.
Faith will also serve lunch at the Joseph House
(411 Poplar Hill Avenue, Salisbury, MD) on
Tuesday, July 31, beginning at 9:30 and finishing around 12:30-1:00 p.m.

For those disciples participating, the next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 5, from
4-7 p.m., hosted by Community Lutheran. A
light dinner will be served. Mark your calendars
and contact Cathy Kunst at 302-539-9217 to
confirm attendance.
The September 9th meeting will be hosted by
St. Peter’s, 10301 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City,
Maryland and is open to all Council Members,
Stewardship Team members and Lay Leaders
for a discussion Growing Our Gifts to God as
Stewards. The keynote speaker is Ms. Karen
Kretschmann, Associate
for
Generosity,
DE-MD Synod. A light dinner will be served.
If you plan to attend, please contact
Pastor Bettye Wolinski
ewolinski@demdsynod.org)
Lutheran churches in the DE-MD Synod Southern Cluster include Community in Frankford,
DE; Grace of God in Millsboro, DE; St. Peter’s
in Ocean City, MD; and Faith in Salisbury, MD.

