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Dear Friends in Christ:
The past few weeks in August the Gospel Lessons from John chapter 6 have been about Jesus as the Bread of Life. I thought I would
share a few of my reflections on what Jesus as the Bread of Life means for me. Especially as it relates to the Lord’s Supper or
Communion.
Every week we celebrate Communion. Sure, we could have it less often but, we have it every week because It is who we are. As
Christians we rely daily on God’s grace and we know that every Sunday we can receive God’s grace at the communion table. We
receive his promise of his presence and his forgiveness.
First, As Lutherans, we believe in the real presence of Christ. What does this mean? It means we trust that when Christ says, “This is
my Body given for you” And “This is my blood shed for you” it is true. It is a promise. That not only is Christ present in the Bread and
Wine but that this gift is “for you.” How can Christ Be present in bread and wine? This gift is one of the great mysteries of the church.
It can be hard to wrap our heads around. St Claire says it best: “What wonderful majesty! O sublime humility! That the Lord of the
Universe, the Son of God, should come to us in bread and wine, for our salvation.”
The question often asked when faced with this great mystery is: Am I worthy to receive such a gift? Who comes to the table is not
about what any of us did or didn’t do. It is about what Christ offers us. Every Sunday at the beginning of our service we confess our
sins and we announce that we are forgiven in the name of Jesus. Being a forgiven child of God makes us worthy. As Christians we
gather as broken wounded people around the table of our savior who endured the cross and death and yet rose again. We find life in
him. This bread of life is for all those who follow Jesus and need food to keep them going. It is for people who might think they are
unworthy or have doubts but even the smallest part of them trusts Jesus has something for them anyway.
Lastly when I think about communion, I think about the communion of saints. I think about all those before us who have partaken of
this meal and all those who long after us will do the same. The Mystery of this meal is that just as Christ promises his presence in the
bread and wine when we receive it Christ becomes present in us. And we all become part of the body of Christ. Christ lives in us.
What is important about communion for you? How do you feel Christ present when we gather? What do the words “For you” mean as
we celebrate communion? Do you ever miss communion if you are away? I’d love to hear your answers.

Mark D. Molter, n/OLF
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor
Office (302) 732-1156 Cell (540)226-6444

FANTASTIC CHOIR

August 19, 2018

Hymn Festival
Wonderful Music
By Our Choir
Good Attendance

OFF THE TOP OF
MY HEAD!!

“The stone the builders rejected has become
the cornerstone,” Luke20:17 (NIV)

SEPTEMBER PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME : A time for every season
VERSE : Ecclesiastes 3. There is a time for
everything. And a season for every activity
under heaven.
Joan Hennessey

Doug & Deb Hiob
Bob & Charlene Jordan
Richard & Carrie Kauffman
Kaye Kellam
Alan & Joan King
Mary Kline

Tom & Debby Koerner
Reed & Mary Kruper
Bill & Cathy Kunst
Ed & Bev Jefferies
Jim & Lorna Landis
Louise Lauterbach
Chuck & Barb Levine
Please add others you wish to pray for.

Especially Janet Gelato who is now in
hospice.

It may be the most famous statue in the world. It’s certainly
one of the hardest to see! You wait in a long line outside
the Accademia Gallery in Florence, Italy. Inside at last,
you inch your way through the crowd toward the niche
where it stands on a marble pedestal.
Even if I was here alone, I thought, the day I visited the
Accademia, would I really see it? Its very popularity has
robbed its impact. It’s everywhere you look—an exact replica in front of the Palazzo Vecchio where the original stood
for four hundred years; a colossal one towering from the
hilltop; David postcards in every newsstand; miniature
Davids in every souvenir shop.
All this since a twenty-six-year-old sculptor was handed a
seemingly impossible challenge: to carve a larger-than-life
David from an “unusable” block in marble. The enormous
piece of stone that Michelangelo was given to work with
had already been hacked and carved and chipped at by
two previous sculptors, each of whom had given up,
stymied by the marble’s unyielding imperfections. And so
the huge flawed stone was abandoned. Nicknamed “the
Giant,” it had lain in the stonemasons’ yard in pouring rain
and searing heat and winter freezes for thirty-five years.
And young Michelangelo? He studied the sleeping giant
until a graceful form appeared in his mind that would take
advantage of the very imperfections that had to be cut
away, and of the nicks and gouges left by the previous
sculptors too. The form of a young man at the instant of
turning, hips and shoulders twisting, a figure poised on the
verge of action, as David had never been portrayed before.
Flawed marble? Or the inspiration that limits themselves
call forth.
Father show me in the flawed marble of my life the
unique form that you all along the seen.
By Elizabeth Sherrill
Digging Deeper: Jeremiah 18:1-6
Blessings, Cathy Kunst

…be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.
Ephesians 5:18b-19
CLC is blessed to have Tom Richardson as our Director
of Music. Indeed, Tom leads us in worship with hymns
and spiritual songs as we sing, making melody to the
Lord. Tom does this with all his heart, and his devotion
helps us to grow in our devotion to Christ and the mission
God has given to CLC. We are a worshiping community.
Tom’s efforts, as he works with Pastor Mark, the choir and
other musicians, provides CLC with thoughtful and intentional worship.
Our worship is centered on God’s word. The “spoken”
word of our worship speaks through the liturgy, hymns
and even the beautiful melodies provided through Tom’s
playing. All of this enhances the scripture reading,
preaching and prayers of our worship. Planning and practice are a huge part of Tom’s ministry. Every hymn is chosen to reflect the scriptural theme of the day as well as the
appointed church season. It takes much time to not only
research appropriate hymns, but to also find hymns our
congregation knows. Tom’s work with the choir is not limited to the hour he has on Sunday morning. He must plan
music appropriate for the church season, scripture theme
and music availability. His use of resources helps with
this process, and he is excellent finding music the choir
can sing, even when he must work with a limited number
of choir members. (The choir sings year-round and all
choir members are not present every Sunday.) Tom provides rehearsal time for soloists and musicians. He seeks
out talent and nurtures it. In addition to all of this, he must
practice his own playing. Sunday morning does not just
happen. It is thoughtfully and prayerfully planned and
prepared.

St Augustine is attributed with saying something like, One
who sings prays twice. Tom’s playing and leadership
encourages our singing and our praying. How good it is
to have a Director of Music who encourages us To know
Christ and to make Christ known.
When you give to CLC, you give to financially support the
work and service of our Director of Music.

Women’s Spirituality will meet on Tuesday
Oct 9 at 11:30 a.m. (Note the change in day
and time.) Women of CLC (members and
friends) are invited to come. This is something
of getting to know you meeting in October. We
will talk about how we want to continue as
group. Sometimes we need to talk. Sometimes
we want to feel supported and encouraged.
Sometimes, we simply want to enjoy the company of women who share our faith. All women
are invited to join a Women’s Spirituality meeting. This is not a monthly commitment. You are
welcome anytime. Come and see. Come and
hear. Come and share.

Bible Study information for the fall. Beginning
September 9 and 10, both the Sunday morning
Bible Study and the Monday Noon study begin
reading and discussing the book, Paul for Everyone, the Prison Letters, by Tom Wright. This is
a thoughtful and engaging look at Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. While it
is not necessary to have this book to join one of
these studies, it will be helpful for several reasons. Tom Wright provides his own translation
of the scriptures referenced and brings interesting insight into these writings. You can order
this book from Amazon or Christianbook.com
(1-800-CHRISTIAN) or call the church office
asking for a copy. The price is about $12.00
plus shipping. If calling the office, please do so
now. These books will need to be ordered.

ANNUAL MEETING
Mark your calendars for the Annual Meeting
on Sunday, November 4.
Only one service at 10:30 a.m.
All are welcome to attend the Annual Meeting;
however only CLC members may vote on issues
presented including the 2019 budget, Council
members, Synod Assemble representatives and
others. Lunch is served at the Annual Meeting.

Wanted:
Ushers for 8:00 a.m. worship.
Communion Assistants for
10:30 a.m. worship.
Assisting Ministers for
8:00 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. worship.

Food Pantry
Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich Coordinators – This week the Food Pantry is
making a special request for Milk. (Please
place milk in kitchen refrigerator). A more
complete list of needed food items is posted
on the Pantry room door. There is a need for
boxes for food distribution to families. Please
leave outside Pantry room door.

Altar Guild for 8.00 am. Worship.
Please see Bev Stalnaker
Interested in serving? Speak with Pastor
Mark or Sandra Wachter-Myers. You will be
given information about each position.
Thank you.

Backpacks & School Supplies –
The Service team is asking for donations of
backpacks and school supplies to benefit
John M. Clayton Elementary students and
children living in local motels (Feed God’s
People). This collection takes place during
July and August, allowing the opportunity to
take advantage of summer sales on school
items. As always, thank you for contributing to this Service team’s outreach
ministry.

White Bag Lunches: Cathy Kunst & Carol
Walton Coordinators – The children are
getting ready to go back to school, so the
White Bag Lunch Program is finished for
this year! We were excited to feed so
many children from the Frankford area
and also to be able to send out some
lunches to the House of Mercy folks living in motels with families. A special
thanks to our members who supplied so
much of the things needed for 2 breakfasts and 2 lunches each week! The
Frankford Library has been a real help in
being the drop off spot for the families.
We also want to give a shout out to the
other churches in our neighborhoods that
contributed funds and volunteers!
CATHY Kunst

SEPTEMBER 2018
Birthdays:
Mary Ellen Engler
Norma Rodney
Sarah & Zachary Naar
Linda Riehl
Ted Byram
Cheryl Mezzaroba
Eddie Waluk
Ed Jeffries
Eileen Magar
Gerald Lupton
Sophia Riehl
Janet Shifflett
Nancy Ritenour
Paul Hanke
Mark Barnhart
Barb Bartges
Claire Worthington
Bonnie Barnhart
Hans Neas
Tom Richardson
Gene Schaffner
Phyllis Dobson
Kathryn Riley

1
1
2 (14 years)
2
4
5
5
6
6
7
8
8
9
13
16
17
29 (99 years)
20
22
22
22
29
30

Anniversaries:
Chuck & Barb Levine
Jim & Lorna Landis
Bob & Gloria Hagelstein
Dick & Sophia Riehl

2
7
17
29

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown
please give to the church office,
or send info to:
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com
If you would like your age or anniversary years
listed please contact me.

OPERATING FUND REPORT
As of July 31, 2018
Budget

$115,167

Actual Income

$108.579

Actual Expenses

$113,696

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves ($5,117)
Thanks for your continued support.
Jim Landis, Treasurer

To: CLC
Thank you for your gift of $128.00 in support of
the ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) through ELCA Good
Gifts.
With generosity and imagination, you have
made a gift that will change a life. Through the
programs supported by your “Good Gifts,” you
are reaching out with a tangible symbol of
Christ’s love—a Bible for a young disciple or a
textbook for an emerging leader, cleaning
supplies for a family affected by a disaster, a
warm meal at the local soup kitchen, a goat or
pig to help a family become self-sufficient, a
brick that will help build a house of worship.
From: ELCA

Upcoming events:

Calling All Cooks to
Feed God’s People!
The
Service
Team,
in
partnership with House of
Mercy, is providing 3 cooked meals every
Thursday for delivery to the homeless. We thank
all the volunteer cooks who provided meals in
early May. A sign-up sheet is posted on the
Luther Hall bulletin board with complete
instructions for those who want to participate in
this important church ministry.
For additional information, please contact Dave
Bartges
(302-537-1236/ saltpond@verison.net).

Clothing Closet is Thriving
TAKE A LOOK
AND ADD
SOMETHING TO
YOUR CLOSET.

CLC offers a Clothing Closet once a
month in conjunction with the distribution
of food from our Food Pantry.
We are receiving like-new and gentlyused donations that are fantastic and
only request a good-faith donation from
anyone taking clothes. Donations may
be placed in a “LOVE” envelope
marked ‘Clothing Closet’.
Many thanks to the Service Team
working in partnership with the Food
Pantry to make this Clothes Closet
available!

•

•

•

Sunday, September 2, Pulpit Exchange
(see article on Southern Cluster)
Sunday, September 9, 4-7 p.m., St. Peter’s,
Lutheran Church presentation Growing Our
Gifts to God as Stewards, with Ms. Karen
Kretschmann, Associate for Generosity,
DE/MD Synod.

Baby Shower for Caitlin Molter

The Hospitality & Fellowship Team is hosting a
Baby Shower for Caitlin Molter on Saturday,
October 20 at 1 p.m. in Luther Hall,
Community Lutheran Church. All are welcomed
to attend (guys too!) .
Caitlin and Pastor Mark are grateful for the
Baby Shower but also remember those who do
not have the means and struggle with
welcoming a newborn. They have requested
that consideration also be given to making a
donation to the Shirley Grace Pregnancy
Center.
•

Make a note that our Annual Meeting
is Sunday, November 4. There will
be only one Liturgy at 10:30. Lunch
will be served in Luther Hall. Council
members and potential council
members, please note that the
Council Retreat is scheduled for
Friday, 11/16 (dinner meeting at the
Kunst’s)
and Saturday,
11/17,
working meeting in Luther Hall, CLC.

Updating our CLC Church Directory
Please continue to report any changes or
corrections to our Office Team as changes will
be made regularly and updates issued on a
current basis. Just place a note in the offering
plate.

What’s Happening in other
Southern Cluster Churches:
•

St. Peters

On Reformation Sunday, October 28 at 4:00
p.m., Rev. Frank Harpster will be installed as
St. Peters Pastor. All are welcomed to attend.
•

Grace of God

On the third Wednesday of every month from
1:30-5:00 p.m., Grace of God holds a Grocery
Club at American Legion Hall 28 (Oak Orchard
Riverdale Post 28), 31768 Legion Road, Millsboro, DE. All are welcomed to help out!
•

Faith

On the fifth Sunday of any month, Faith has a
“God’s Work Our Hands Sunday” of community
service.

DE/MD Synod Southern Cluster
The September 9th meeting will be hosted by
St. Peter’s, 10301 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City,
Maryland and is open to all Council Members,
Stewardship Team members and Lay Leaders
for a discussion Growing Our Gifts to God as
Stewards. The keynote speaker is Ms. Karen
Kretschmann, Associate
for
Generosity,
DE-MD Synod. A light dinner will be served.
If you plan to attend, please contact
Pastor Bettye Wolinski
ewolinski@demdsynod.org)
Lutheran churches in the DE-MD Synod Southern Cluster include Community in Frankford,
DE; Grace of God in Millsboro, DE; St. Peter’s
in Ocean City, MD; and Faith in Salisbury, MD.

Free Trees
Martin Luther would have been proud, but not
too proud. The Reformation 500 Tree Project
has exceeded the goal of 500 trees. Throughout 2017 and 2018, we have planted 572 trees
within the Delaware-Maryland Synod.
There is still funding available from the Chesapeake Bay Trust grant. Fall is a great time for
planting – our synod's Creation Care Ministry
will provide the trees, mulch, and deer fencing/
oak stakes if needed, all for free. There are
several different types of native trees available.
Please contact Deacon Laura Heller or Landscape Architect Charlie Bailey for additional information or to order trees.

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles
and Weekly Bulletins
Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and
bulletins each week are available!
Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize
or honor a loved one or event. The cost for
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and
flowers is $26 (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in Luther Hall). To pay for sponsorship, place your check or cash in an offering
envelope and mark it with your name and
“flowers”, “bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the
offering plate. (Note that there are no flowers
on the Altar during Lent).
Please note we rely on sponsorship of these
items. If you don’t have a special person or
event you wish to honor or memorialize, sponsorship can always be “To the Glory of God”.
Please prayerfully consider sponsoring Altar
flowers, candles and/or weekly bulletin.

Monthly Dinner Group
Open to All
On the fourth Thursday of each month, we gather at a
local restaurant to share a meal (Dutch Treat) and enjoy
good camaraderie. We always begin gathering for dinner
at 5 p.m., with the meal beginning at 5:30 p.m.. A different restaurant is chosen monthly with info posted on the
bulletin board in Luther Hall; no calls are made. It’s great
fun! If you are interested in coming, contact Judy Striebig,
302-541-0815, so we’ll know how many to expect when
making reservations. Remember, you must phone to confirm your attendance.
Out next gathering is scheduled for September 27,
location to be announced later. Watch the weekly Bulletin
Inserts for further info!

Hymn Festival a HUGE Success
If you missed our Hymn Festival on August 19, you
really missed out BIG TIME!
With thanks and appreciation to our Music Director, Tom Richardson, for the initiation and coordination of the arrangements, choir practices, the
narrative, and guest musicians, the evening of sacred music through the Liturgical Year was phenomenal. The Choir and musicians were outstanding, providing us with a spiritually uplifting evening.

available to those who could not be present for the
event. Videos are not posted to YouTube due to
copyright restrictions.
If you’d like to be part of a team that captures these
events either by photographing or videoing (training
provided), or if you are able to convert chip to disc,
please let anyone on the Communications Team
know of your interest (Lonnie Riley, Dave and Barb
Bartges).

Thanks to our Choir members Dave & Barb Bartges,
Rob Breinich, Mary Ellen Engler, Geoffrey Gray
(violinist), George McMullen, Pat McMullen, Betty
Novotny, Lonnie Riley, Norma Rodney, Mark &
Debbie Sanders, Dwight (trumpet) & Gail Smiley,
Cathy Tice, Ned Troutman, Sandy Wachter-Myers,
and Kathy Waluk. Your voices filled the Sanctuary
like angels from heaven!

Thanks, too, to our guest musicians Melanie Leinbach (organ, piano) and David Tulloch (trumpet),
narrator Sophia Riehl, and Pastor Molter for opening remarks and benediction. Thanks to the Hospitality & Fellowship Team for coordinating the bountiful reception that followed and to all who brought
a goodie or two to share (and to all who helped
clean up!). Thanks to Dick Riehl for videoing the
event for our archives; and thanks to our behindthe-scenes help, our secretary Dee Austin. Finally,
thanks, especially, to the 75 faithful servants who
came to enjoy the evening with us. With the Choir
and attendees, we enjoyed a faithful crowd of 95.

Wanted: Photographers,
Videographers
and Computer Gurus!
At CLC we like to document activities and special
occasions for our Grapevine, Blog, timeline and archives. It would be great to have a team of designated individuals to cover such events. And on rare
occasions, we also like to video events, such as our
recent Hymn Festival. After videoing an event, the
chip needs to be converted to DVD: one copy for
our archives, one copy for our video library to be

Serving on the Nominating
Committee
The purpose of the Nominating Committee is to
recruit qualified candidates to:
1. Run for vacancies on the Council,
2. Serve as representatives to the DE-MD Synod
Assembly (two reps, and two back-ups), and
3. Serve on the Nominating Committee for the
following year.
The Committee consists of 3-6 Voting Members, one
of whom, if possible, shall be an outgoing member
of the Council. The Members shall be elected at the
annual Congregational Meeting (November 4, 2018)
for a term of one year. Members of the Nominating
Committee are not eligible for consecutive reelection.

Additional information, including duties and responsibilities of the Nominating Committee can be found
in our CLC By Laws. Prayerfully consider participating; and if interested in serving for 2019, please
contact any member of this years Nominating
Committee: Dave Bartges, Mary Ellen Engler,
Rose Troutman, or Sophia Riehl.

2019 Nominating Committee Activated
The Nominating Committee for 2019 has been activated. Members include Dave Bartges, Mary Ellen Engler, Rose Troutman, and Sophia Riehl.
The Nominating Committee is tasked with scouting for members to fill 1) four council vacancies; 2) two representatives
(with two back-ups) to the DE-MD Synod Assembly in latter May 2019 at Hunt Valley, MD; and 3) four members for the
2020 Nominating Committee.
Please prayerfully consider serving in any of the above-mentioned capacities and contact any of the four Nominating
Committee Members to express your desires and interest. Dave Bartges can be reached at 302-537-1236; Mary Ellen
Engler, 302-539-0220, Rose Troutman 302-541-5564, and Sophia Riehl 410-641-2173.

Serving on Council
Interested in serving as a Council Member? If so and if elected, your first order of business is to attend the Council Retreat, scheduled for November 16 and 17. November 16 is a get-acquainted dinner at the Kunst’s when the officers of the
Council are elected by ecclesiastical ballot, and November 17, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Luther Hall at CLC is a working
meeting. Generally, there is no Council meeting in December. Council meetings are otherwise held once a month.
Council Officers comprise the Executive Committee and include the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Pastor.
EXCOM in addition to nine others, constitute the Council. The remaining nine members are facilitators for our three Ministries that include Helping, Growing, and Sustaining. These ministries, their respective teams, duties and functions are outlined in our By Laws and Continuing Resolutions.
Prayerfully consider participating; and if you’d like to serve on Council, prepare a bio listing your tenure with CLC, any past
church experience, your hobbies, visions you have for Community and contact any of the members of our Nominating
Committee, Dave Bartges, Mary Ellen Engler, Rose Troutman or Sophia Riehl not later than September 30.

Serving as a Representative to the Synod Assembly
Serving as a Representative to the Synod Assembly is just that: representing Community Lutheran Church in
voice and vote on issues presented.
Participating in the Synod Assembly is an interesting and rewarding experience. There is an Assembly Theme
and guest speaker (in 2018 it was “Beyond the Reformation: What’s Next?” with keynote speaker Brian D.
McLaren, author, speaker, activist, and public theologian). Each congregation is represented by two or more
lay persons, normally one male and one female, to cover up to the first 185 reported baptized members. A
variety of workshops are offered as well. Assembly business usually takes place during the morning and
afternoon sessions. There are usually a variety of evening activities offered.
As with 2018, the 2019 Synod Assembly will be held in Hunt Valley, Maryland, an unincorporated community
in Baltimore County. Its traditional name was based on being just east of Maryland’s traditional Horse Country (like the Kentucky Blue Grass region) and the site of the venerable Maryland Hunt Cup championship of
Steeple Chase horse racing and jumping established in 1894.

Registration (included full breakfast Friday/Saturday mornings in 2018), lodging and mileage are covered by
CLC. Applicable receipts must be submitted for reimbursement.
Synod Assembly Representatives will prepare a brief report to the CLC Congregation for presentation or distribution at the Open Forum following the Assembly. Please prayerfully consider participating; and if interested in serving, please contact any member of the 2018 Nominating Committee, Dave Barges, Mary Ellen
Engler, Rose Troutman, or Sophia Riehl not later than September 30.

