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Dear Friends in Christ: A question I often get asked is “What does a Pastor do from day to day?”
The most obvious thing is preparing a sermon for each week. Every pastor is different in their process. I typically read through the assigned weekly
scripture reading at least a half-dozen times throughout the week. I might copy by hand the Gospel lesson as a way to slow down my brain and
meditate on the words. I spend time throughout the week, praying, thinking about current events, writing down my thoughts about the Scripture,
reading commentaries, and then reading through my notes aloud. Usually by Friday I have strong sense of what my sermon will look like. I will write
an outline and review it until I preach it. As someone told me once “A Sermon isn’t done until it is preached.” When I preach, my prayer is that you
hear God’s voice. Sometimes the sermon might be challenging you, other times it might bring comfort, but I strive to communicate the love of Jesus
no matter what. My prayer is that my preaching makes you more aware of how God might be speaking to you in your daily life.
Throughout the week I usually have a variety of meetings in which I provide guidance and prayerful reflection. I spend a fair amount of time
thinking, planning, and writing to prepare for each meeting. Much of the conversations at these meetings center around how God and our
community are best served through our efforts here at Community. I spend time brainstorming about how we can impact our neighborhood. I am
often looking ahead to the seasons of our church calendar so to provide meaningful worship experiences from year to year. Additionally, I work with
our teams to plan our regular liturgy, collaborate on Sunday School plans, and have conversations about our food pantry, and looking at what the
council and I would like to accomplish together in the future. I am constantly learning what God is up to in this place. I learn just as much from you
as I hope you do from me.
One of the most important daily tasks is my time in spent in prayer and reading Scripture. Serving God as a Pastor is a privilege. Learning to love
God more helps me to give my best as I lead this community. I typically go through the directory and pray for folks by name. Spending time in
reflection and listening to God is a priority for every follower of Jesus, but even more so for pastors. As Martin Luther states “Prayer is like
breathing”.
One of the things I value most is getting to spend time with my flock. On Sundays, I learn something new about our community every time I lead
worship. I occasionally pop in on some of the various team meetings or Bible studies. I make phone calls or go to your homes, or you might even
come by my office. There are also other times when I am called upon to support you through a surgery or illness, the death of a loved one, or when
people are just struggling with life. I have the privilege of sharing the gifts of the communion table to those who are homebound as well. I value
hearing your stories. I hope that my presence reflects God’s presence to you. I am often amazed how much I see God’s grace through each and
every one of you.
I also represent our small community to the wider community through my involvement with other churches in our local Ministerium, particularly at
the many Ecumenical prayer services and service events. I also meet with my Lutheran colleagues and churches across our Synod and the ELCA.
This gives us a connection to the wider church and provides me and our church with additional ideas, resources and support for our ministry of
sharing the Gospel of Jesus.
It is a privilege to be your pastor. There are probably numerous other things I do: like help with the website or Facebook, assist with clean-up
around the church. I make the annual climb to the attic to get Christmas decorations down. These tasks would probably fall into the “other duties as
assigned” in my letter of call. Of course, the biggest task that I am called to is love God’s people to the best of my ability.
Mark D. Molter, n/OLF
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor
Office (302) 732-1156
Cell (540)226-6444

OFF THE TOP OF
MY HEAD!!

OCTOBER PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME : FORGIVENESS
VERSE : Ephesians 4:3
Be he kind one to another, even as
God also in Christ forgave you.

FAMILIES FOR OCTOBER:
Jack & Eileen Magar
Judy Martin
Pat McMullen
Julia McMullen
George McMullen
Cheryl Mezzaroba
Pastor Mark & Caitlin Molter
Gordon Naar
Hans & Judy Neas
Bob& Betty Novotny
Tom & Lynda Osterman
David & Susan Pittinger

The months are flying by ….. September
already! I understand why we need to write
for the October Grapevine in September, but
I think we forgot something. RALLY DAY ! !
Just as parents anticipate the children going
back to school, we in the church look forward
to RALLY DAY! I mentioned to Pastor , “What
happened to Rally Day??” He replied that we
are so busy, just look at the calendar. Some
might say we don’t have any
children’s
Sunday School! But I think we are missing
the point!
We are to rally our families, all members to
come and learn. Our mission statement says
we are to know Christ, and make Christ
known. In today’s world that is not easy, we
need to learn how to equip ourselves to
share Christ -and I believe in doing that we
can begin to know Christ better! We can see
Him working in our lives today & everyday!

Please add others you wish to pray for.

We have Bible study opportunities – Sunday,
Monday and Wednesday. We have opportunities to take Christ out into the Community.
The Food Pantry and cooking for the homeless helps us to be present where Christ is
needed. We need to rally and support these
programs. We need to learn to step outside
our comfort zone and get involved.

Cathy Kunst

Let’s come together and Rally, to encourage
each other to join in our mission!

Calling All Cooks to
Feed God’s People!

Memorial Service for Janet Gelato will
be held Saturday, September 22nd at
2:00 p.m. here at CLC. Pastor Mark
and Pastor Skip McComas will lead
the service. A reception, coordinated
by both Grace of God in Long Neck
and CLC, follows the service in Luther
Hall.

The Service Team, in partnership with House of
Mercy, is providing 3 cooked meals every
Thursday for delivery to the homeless. We thank
all the volunteer cooks who provided meals in
early May. A sign-up sheet is posted on the
Luther Hall bulletin board with complete
instructions for those who want to participate in
this important church ministry.
For additional information, please contact
Dave Bartges
(302-537-1236/ saltpond@verison.net).

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles
and Weekly Bulletins
Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and
bulletins each week are available!

Women, you are invited to Women’s
Spirituality - October 9th at 11:30 a.m.
Gathering in Luther Hall to reflect, share,
pray and support one another. When we
hurt, whether physically or emotionally,
we often experience a feeling of isolation.
Women supporting women can soothe
this loneliness. Because we are meeting
at the lunch hour, you are welcome to
bring your lunch and eat as we spend our
time together. Contact Sandra WachterMyers for more information.

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize
or honor a loved one or event. The cost for
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and
flowers is $26 (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin
board in Luther Hall). To pay for sponsorship,
place your check or cash in an offering envelope
and mark it with your name and “flowers”,
“bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the offering
plate.
Please note we rely on sponsorship of these
items. If you don’t have a special person or
event you wish to honor or memorialize,
sponsorship can always be “To the Glory of
God”. Please prayerfully consider sponsoring
Altar flowers, candles and/or weekly bulletin.

ANNUAL MEETING
ATTENTION ALL TEAM LEADERS
You’re Invited!
A Baby Shower for Pastor Mark and
Caitlin Molter will be held on Saturday,
October 20th at 1:00 PM in Luther Hall.
All are invited (guys too). Please RSVP
on the sign-up sheet posted on the Luther Hall bulletin board or by contacting
the Church Office; at 302-732-1156 or
clcomar@mchsi.com.
Caitlin and Pastor Mark are grateful for
the Baby Shower but also remember
those who do not have the means and
struggle with welcoming a newborn.
They have requested that consideration
also be given to making a donation to
the Shirley Grace Pregnancy Center.

Bible Study information for the fall. Beginning
September 9 and 10, both the Sunday morning
Bible Study and the Monday Noon study begin
reading and discussing the book, Paul for Everyone, the Prison Letters, by Tom Wright. This
is a thoughtful and engaging look at Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. While it
is not necessary to have this book to join one of
these studies, it will be helpful for several reasons. Tom Wright provides his own translation
of the scriptures referenced and brings interesting insight into these writings. You can order
this book from Amazon or Christianbook.com
(1-800-CHRISTIAN) or call the church office
asking for a copy. The price is about $12.00
plus shipping. If calling the office, please do so
now. These books will need to be ordered.

It's time to get ready for the 2018
Annual Meeting on November 4,
2018. Please submit your Annual
reports to Dee by October 9,
2018. Thank you and have a
Blessed day. Any questions see
Phyllis Dobson

Mark Your Calendars
for the Annual Meeting
on Sunday, November 4.
Only One Service at 10:30 a.m.
All are welcome to attend the Annual Meeting; however only CLC members may vote on issues presented
including the 2019 budget, Council
members, Synod Assemble representatives and others.
Council members and potential
council members, please note
that the Council Retreat is scheduled for Friday, November 16
(dinner meeting at the Kunst’s)
and Saturday, November 17,
working meeting in Luther Hall,
CLC.

Ushers for 8:00 a.m. worship.
Communion Assistants for
10:30 a.m. worship.
Assisting Ministers for
8:00 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. worship.
Altar Guild for 8.00 am. Worship.
Please see Bev Stalnaker
Interested in serving? Speak with Pastor
Mark or Sandra Wachter-Myers. You will be
given information about each position.
Thank you.

Wanted:
Photographers,
Videographers
and Computer Gurus!
At CLC we like to document activities and special occasions for our Grapevine, Blog, timeline
and archives. It would be great to have a team
of designated individuals to cover such events.
And on rare occasions, we also like to video
events, such as our recent Hymn Festival. After
videoing an event, the chip needs to be converted to DVD: one copy for our archives, one copy
for our video library to be available to those who
could not be present for the event. Videos are
not posted to YouTube due to copyright restrictions.
If you’d like to be part of a team that captures
these events either by photographing or videoing (training provided), or if you are able to
convert chip to disc, please let anyone on the
Communications Team know of your interest
(Lonnie Riley, Dave and Barb Bartges).

Food Pantry
Pat McMullen &
Breinich Coordinators

Barbara

The special requests for this week
are: Laundry Detergent, Liquid
Dish Detergent, Boxed Rice and
Potato Products, and Milk (please
place milk in kitchen refrigerator)
A more complete list of needed
food items is posted on the Pantry
room door.

Clothing Closet – The Service
Team, partnering with the Food
Pantry offers, at no cost, new and
gently-used clothing to our Pantry
clients. As House of Mercy donated a large quantity of children’s
clothing, at this time the request is
for men’s and women’s fall and
winter clothing only. Thank you
for your generosity to this
important ministry.

OCTOBER 2018
Birthdays:
Ellen DeShazo
Cathy Tice
Lee Driscoll
Keith Chatterton
Bill Carroll
Chuck Levine
Doug Fields
AJ Santiago, III
Andrew Chatterton
Bob Jordan
Tom Koerner

5
7
12
14
17
20
24
26 (14)
28
28
30
OPERATING FUND REPORT

Anniversaries:
Dave & Barb Bartges

As of August 31, 2018

17

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown
please give to the church office,
or send info to:
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com
If you would like your age or anniversary years
listed please contact me.

Budget

$131,619

Actual Income

$120,890

Actual Expenses

$129,475

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves

($8,585)

Thanks for your continued support.
Jim Landis, Treasurer

COUNCIL MINUTES SEPT. 12, 2018

God may our congregations treat visitors
with such warm hospitality that they feel led
to become active members.
Romans 12:13

Council reviewed new budget and
recommended it be presented at Annual
Meeting in November. Approved motion
to nominate Linda Byram as Auditor for a
new term.
Kathy Waluk, Secretary

What’s Happening in other
Southern Cluster Churches:
•

St. Peter’s

On Reformation Sunday, October 28 at 4:00
p.m., Rev. Frank Harpster will be installed as
St. Peters Pastor. All are welcomed to attend.
•

Grace of God

On the third Wednesday of every month from
1:30-5:00 p.m., Grace of God holds a Grocery
Club at American Legion Hall 28 (Oak Orchard
Riverdale Post 28), 31768 Legion Road, Millsboro, DE. All are welcomed to help out!
•

Faith

On the fifth Sunday of any month, Faith has a
“God’s Work Our Hands Sunday” of community
service.
Updating Church Directory
Please continue to report any
changes or corrections to our Office
Team as changes will be made regularly and updates issued on a current basis. Just place a note in the
offering plate.

Monthly Dinner Group
Open to All
On the fourth Thursday of each month, we
gather at a local restaurant to share a meal
(Dutch Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie. We
always begin gathering for dinner at 5 p.m.,
with the meal beginning at 5:30 p.m.. A different restaurant is chosen monthly with info posted on the bulletin board in Luther Hall; no calls
are made. It’s great fun! If you are interested
in coming, contact Judy Striebig, 302-541-0815,
so we’ll know how many to expect when making reservations. Remember, you must phone
to confirm your attendance.

Sept 27th – Dinner Group, La Tonalteca
Restaurant, Millville, DE

Upcoming events:
Sunday, October 7, First-Sunday Coffee Hour
following the 10:30 Liturgy. We will also kick-off
our first Cottage Meeting for October.

Who Has Stepped Up to Serve?
Thus far, Pat and Bill Carroll have expressed
their desire to once again serve on Council.
There are still opportunities to serve on Council, serve as Representatives to Synod Assembly and serve on the Call Committee. Please
prayerfully consider serving in any of these
capacities and contact a member of the Call
Committee, Dave Bartges, Mary Ellen Engler,
Rose Troutman or Sophia Riehl.
“Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by
which we may offer to God an acceptable
service with reverence and awe;” [Heb 12:28]
Please see September Grapevine for more
details about Serving on Council, etc.

Sunday, October 14, Southern Cluster Pulpit
Exchange: Pastor Mark will be at St. Peter’s in
Ocean City; and Pastor Frank Harpster will be
with us at Community.
Sunday, October 14, Southern Shore Churches
Meeting, hosted by Community in Luther Hall
4-7 p.m. Dinner served.
Saturday, October 20, 1 p.m. Baby Shower for
the Caitlin & Mark Molter in Luther Hall! All are
welcomed!
Saturday, October 27, tentative date for a
Worship Assistants’ Training for all serving as
Greeters, Ushers, Assisting Ministers, or on
Altar Guild. Time to be determined. Watch the
weekly Bulletin Inserts for further info.

Cottage Meetings in October
Last Year, a series of five Cottage Meetings
were set up to glean input from congregation
members in order for Council to discuss and
establish goals/objectives for 2019 at their
annual retreat on November 16 & 17, 2018.
The five questions posed were:
1. What are we doing well?
2. What have we accomplished this year?
3. What do we want to accomplish this next
year?
4. What can we do better?
5. What do we need to prioritize?
6. What can we realistically do?
Using the same format, we will
kick-off
Cottage Meetings for October on Sunday,
October 7, during our first-Sunday coffee
hour. A total of 3-4 weekday meetings will
subsequently be scheduled.
Watch the
weekly Bulletin Inserts for dates and times
and plan to attend one meeting. They are
both informative and provide good information for Council to establish goals and
objectives.

Worship Assistants’ Training
For all who are currently serving in any
capacity in assisting in our weekly worship experience (Greeters, Ushers, Assisting Ministers, Altar Guild) AND for
all who would like to serve, we are tentatively scheduling a Worship Assistants’ Training session for Saturday,
October 27, in Luther Hall (watch the
weekly Bulletin Insert for updates and
time).

The Mission Endowment Fund (MEF)
was established by CLC’s church council in
2010. The MEF was created to support CLC's
Mission outreach. Distribution is at the discretion
of the board. The board is appointed by the
church council. Board members are Dave Bartges, Linda Riehl and Sandra Wachter-Myers.
Sophia Riehl is the board’s resource person.
The Pastor and Council President are Ad Hoc
members.
Once the fund reaches $50,000, income from
the investments may be distributed. The following guidelines will be followed by the board.
10% of income will be divided between the
Delaware Maryland Synod and Lutheran World
Relief.
9O% may be used for:
•

Expanding CLC's outreach ministry; locally,
nationally and worldwide.

•

Seminarian support either by direct help to a
seminarian or by gifting the United Lutheran
Seminary's scholarship fund

•

Deacon Education

There are a variety of ways to gift the MEF.
Contributions of cash or stock are accepted. Also, including CLC in your estate planning can
include a bequest to the fund. Please consider
these gifts.

SURPRISING SIGNS OF
HEART TROUBLE
Sudden sight issues:

OUR SERVICE TEAM NEEDS
NEW MEMBERS

We are looking for a “few good men and
women” in order to keep this outreach
ministry going.
Members must be able bodied
and upright.
If interested, meetings are held the first
Monday of the month at 10:30 a.m.
This is a ministry that tries to improve the
quality of life to all in need.
Bill or Pat Carroll 302-541-5539

If, out of nowhere, you start seeing double or
have blurred vision or vision loss in one or both
eyes, go to the emergency room. All of these
signs can indicate a stroke.

Upset stomach:
Abdominal pressure that can-t be linked to
something you ate could point to a heart attack—particularly if you also experience fatigue
or shortness of breath. The faster you’re treated, the better the prognosis, so head to the ER
right away if you have severe stomach discomfort or nausea.
Swollen legs:
Swelling or pain in your legs—especially if
you’re also out of breath or have chest pain—
could be a sign of deep vein thrombosis. This
condition can lead to a life-threatening blockage
in your arteries, so call your doctor ASAP.
Discolored eyelids:

To: CLC
We thank you for all you do for our students
and staff here at John M. Clayton Elementary
School. Your recent school supply donation
to the school is greatly appreciated. Our
students and staff will surely benefit from
your generosity.

John M. Clayton Elementary is very fortunate to have wonderful, caring people in our
community that are committed to helping
our students succeed. Again, thank you for
your donation and for all you do for us.
From: Allisa Booth, Principal

If your eyelids become yellow or have yellowish
spots, your cholesterol may be high which could
put you at risk of heart trouble. Get your levels
checked, and if the are elevated, talk to your
doctor.
Red, sore gums:
Cardiovascular problems can arise if oral bacteria enter the blood stream and collect in the
heart valves. See your dentist regularly.
Blue fingers:
Consult your doctor if you notice a bluish tent to
your fingers or toes (either the entire appendage or just the tips), hands, earlobes, lips or
cheeks. It might be because there isn’t enough
oxygen in your tissues, and this can signal heart
failure
Source: womansday.com

