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Dear Friends in Christ:
November is bookended marked by Our Annual meeting on Nov 4 th and Thanksgiving near the End. There is much to be
thankful for. I am keeping my message this month short as there is much to read in the Annual Report. Take some time to
read it. It highlights many of the wonderful things we do together to share the Good News of Jesus.
One of the ways we express our gratitude sing. The Bible has many wonderful poems and songs that express how Good
God is. Take a look at Psalm 100. It is wonder poem of Thanksgiving and Praise that reflects the very nature of God.
A God who overflows with Joy, love and mercy.
Psalm 100
1 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.
3 Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.
5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.
Have you thanked God this morning? Every breath we have is a gift. November is a time to be thankful for all the things
we have. Reflect on the things that are important to us and hopefully make changes toward expressing even more
gratitude in our daily lives.
I want to express my gratitude for all of you. I am so very thankful for the wonderful baby shower for our Baby and for all
excitement the congregation has for our soon-to-be baby. Once baby arrives, I will be away 4 weeks. I am also thankful for
the gift of having extended time to be with the baby and my wife Caitlin. I know this is something not afforded to many.
It a gracious gift not only for me, but for our child. I can’t express enough how valuable this gift is to us.
Council and I have been working diligently to set up a plan while I take this time. I will miss being with all of you even if it is
only for a short time. If there is anything you would like to discuss with me or desire my presence for, please connect with
me before I take my time off.

Mark D. Molter, n/OLF
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor
Office (302) 732-1156

Baby Shower a HUGE Success!
Many thanks to the Hospitality & Fellowship Team for coordinating the Baby Shower held on Saturday, October 20 at CLC. And many, many thanks to all who so
generously brought gifts and food to share. And thanks, too, to all who remembered those in need by donating to the Shirley Grace Pregnancy Center which
were delivered October 22.
Grandparents-to-be Jeff & Celine Stalker and Mary Molter were in attendance.
John Molter unable to attend. Pastor Mark & Caitlin were overwhelmed with all the
wonderful gifts received; and Pastor Mark looked good in his new Overlay Stole,
Children of the World, given to him by the Congregation to commemorate the event of the impending birth of his first child.
Thanks to all who stayed to help clean up.
It was a wonderful event.

The “Gang”
was all there for
our FIRST
Baby Shower!!

OFF THE TOP OF
MY HEAD!!

OCTOBER PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME : Thankfulness. HAPPY THANKSGIVING !

VERSE : I Thessalonians 5:18. In everything give THANKS; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus concerning you.

FAMILIES FOR NOVEMBER:
Tom Richardson
Richard & Linda Riehl
Dick & Sophia Riehl
Kathryn Riley
Lou & Lonnie Riley
Nancy Ritenour
Norma Rodney
Mark & Debbie Sanders
Suzanne Schaefer
Gene & Connie Schaffer
Richard Selby and family
Wally & Janet Shifflett
Patrick& Lesley Shuey
Dwight & Gail Smiley
Rev. Kerry Shull & Bev Stalnaker
Harry & Ruth Sacona

Oh, I so remember the Reformation Services
back in the day.
In the Pittsburgh area all the Lutheran
churches gathered in the largest church in
our area. It was Trinity Lutheran Church in
Oakland right outside of Pittsburgh located
near the University of Pittsburgh. It was an
old church like the churches we saw in Germany. Hundreds of people all dressed in red
would come together for Reformation Day.
Our five Lutheran Day Schools and Sunday
Schools spent the month of October learning
about Luther and the 95 Thesis nailed on the
Wittenberg Church doors on All Hallowed Eve
in 1517.
We learned that Luther believed that Salvation was a gift of God through grace, faith,
and the scriptures. This was all we needed.
All the choirs sang that day! It was wonderful to hear a “Mighty Fortress” sung by so
many Lutheran Brothers and Sisters. My fifth
grade class wrote new words to the “Mighty
Fortress “ tune. Use your imagination a
bit…..
Mar tin Luth er our lea der was born
No vem ber 10th 14. 80. 3
He taught us how the wor ld should be.

Please feel free to add family and friends

With Grace a lone and Sal va tion free.

I thank God for all of you!

We didn’t win any award, but it was fun and
I’ve remembered it for over 20 years!

Cathy Kunst

Hot off the presses!!
I have been talking to you all about the
Southern Shore Cluster – well that seemed
like a mouthful. As the group gathers to
promote our mission together, we decided to
change our name. It’s easy, simple and we
like it!
It’s G4 MISSION TEAM! G 4 is for group of
4 churches - CLC, Grace of God, St Peter’s OC
and Faith Lutheran of Salisbury. It is an
exciting group that makes plans to help each
church grow and share God’s love in our
churches and our communities.
Cathy Kunst

Women of CLC, are you interested in a spiritual
support group? I ask this question because
Women’s Spirituality has faded away, so to
speak, as attendance has diminished. The
vision for the group grew out of two CLC
ministries; Grief Group and Friends in Christ.
When attendance dwindled in both, the thought
was to offer something new to replace both.
Women’s Spirituality was created and was well
attended for a time. However, people moving,
illness, and life in general has interfered with
attendance. Before Women’s Spirituality will
return to CLC’s calendar we need to have a
better idea when the group should meet. Carol
Clark and Sandra Wachter-Myers are looking for
this information. Please speak to one of us
about your preferences for meeting. Again, this
is essentially a spiritual support group for
women. Thanks for your help.
Sandra Wachter-Myers

Calling All Cooks to
Feed God’s People!
The Service Team, in partnership with House of
Mercy, is providing 3 cooked meals every
Thursday for delivery to the homeless. We thank
all the volunteer cooks who provided meals in
early May. A sign-up sheet is posted on the
Luther Hall bulletin board with complete
instructions for those who want to participate in
this important church ministry.
For additional information, please contact
Dave Bartges
(302-537-1236/ saltpond@verison.net).

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles
and Weekly Bulletins
Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and
bulletins each week are available!
Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize
or honor a loved one or event. The cost for
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and
flowers is $26 (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin
board in Luther Hall). To pay for sponsorship,
place your check or cash in an offering envelope
and mark it with your name and “flowers”,
“bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the offering
plate.
Please note we rely on sponsorship of these
items. If you don’t have a special person or
event you wish to honor or memorialize,
sponsorship can always be “To the Glory of
God”. Please prayerfully consider sponsoring
Altar flowers, candles and/or weekly bulletin.

Each Sunday, as we are preparing to receive
the days’ offering, Pastor Mark instructs those
who worship to ‘Ponder the generosity of God.’
This is where our giving begins. God gives all
that God is to each one of us. Jesus Christ is
God’s unbounding love; full of forgiveness, full
of hope, full of peace, full of grace! Consider
this love from God and the difference it makes
for you. What freedom does it give? How do
you behave, think, act because you know this
love? How do you want to respond to our generous God?
What do you own? Own is a misnomer. What
do you think of as owning? God’s generosity
provides, and you are blessed to be God’s steward…the care taker of what God has provided.
Our lives are transformed when we are willing to
take God at his word. That is, God provides for
your every need. Is it too hard to accept that
God provides the extras you have, as well?
We can get wound up in defensiveness, anxiety,
and even fear; but all of this is because we don’t
believe we have been given anything. We tend
to be proud that we worked for everything we
have. Some things are easier to see as a gift.
Love often feels God given. (It was meant to
be.) Joy might feel like God’s gift. (It feels so
good to laugh when I have had so much sadness.) But, our stuff. Can you see your stuff as
coming from God’s generosity? Giving becomes something different when we give from
the bounty God has provided.
As CLC prepares for 2019, we ponder the generosity of God. God’s people at CLC are
blessed with God’s grace through the regular
preaching of the gospel and celebration of Holy
Communion. Fellowship is a blessing. Meaningful ministry is happening through the work of
the quilters, the food pantry, the Service Team,

and feeding the homeless. Our property is a
haven for community groups and those seeking
support from CLC. The property is maintained
by a devoted property team, and this allows us
to have a place of worship, of prayer, of study,
of ministry and of welcome. God, is indeed generous. CLC is blessed.
During November, you are asked to participate
in the generosity of God by offering your financial commitment for 2019. This commitment reflects your intension for giving as you share
your portion of God’s bounty with the ministry
God is calling CLC to provide. Pledge cards will
be mailed to your home and are also available
in the narthex. Cards are to be placed in the
offering plate, on or before Nov. 18. Watch your
emails for information on pledging electronically.
By pledging by card or electronically, you are
sharing God’s gifts to you with God’s ministry at
CLC. November 18 is commitment Sunday. It
is CLC’s day of giving thanks to our God who
is, indeed, generous.

God, teach us to love those who lives
don’t measure up to conventional standards of intelligence, success, or morality.
Matthew 5:44
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
When I count my blessings,
I count you twice.
“An Irish Proverb”

Upcoming Events:

Saturday, October 27, 2 p.m. Luther Hall for a
Worship Assistants’ Training for all serving as
Greeters, Ushers, Assisting Ministers, Communion Assistants or on Altar Guild.

Oh, Happy Day will be held in their Community
Center. Registration fee is $6. See details in the
weekly Sunday Bulletin Inserts. Sign-up sheets
are on the Bulletin Board in Luther Hall.
Friday, November 16, 9 a.m. Clean the Lord’s
House Day. Come one, come all to make CLC
shine for the Advent and Christmas Season.

Friday/Saturday, November 16/17 Council Retreat!

Sunday, October 28, 4 p.m., St. Peter’s in Ocean
City, Installation Service for Pastor Frank
Harpster.

On Sunday, November 18, Pastor Mark will be at
Grace of God and Pastor Skip McComas from
GOG will join us at CLC.

Saturday, November 3, at 2 a.m. – Daylight Savings Time ends; remember to ‘Fall Back’

Sunday, November 18, Pulpit Exchange: Pastor
Skip, Interim Pastor from Grace of God will be
leading us in worship and preaching while Pastor
Mark goes to Grace of God.

Sunday, Nov. 4 - special Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.
with the reading of names to honor those who
have died. If you have a saint you would like to
have remembered, email their name and relationship to you to clcomar@mchsi.com or feel free to
call the church office at 302-732-1156. There is
also a Register Book located in the Narthex to
give information.
Sunday, November 4, our Annual Meeting is
scheduled immediately following Liturgy. Note
there will be only one Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.
Lunch will be served in Luther Hall. Council
members and potential council members, please
note that the Council Retreat is scheduled for Friday, 11/16 (dinner meeting at the Kunst’s) and
Saturday, 11/17, working meeting in Luther Hall,
CLC.
Tues-Thurs, November 6-8, Pastor Mark will be
attending the final installment of the First-Call
Retreats he was required to attend.
Saturday, November 10 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at
St. Peter’s in Ocean City, a women’s retreat,

Thursday, November 22 is Thanksgiving Day.
Thursday, November 29 at 12:15 p.m. we will
gather to decorate for the Advent Season.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Planning in Advance
CLC’s Annual Advent Gathering (previously called
Christmas Luncheon) is scheduled for Saturday,
December 1, beginning at 1:00 p.m. in Luther Hall.
Pot Luck lunch. Watch for sign-up sheets on the
Bulletin Board in Luther Hall.
Greeters are needed for our Advent Soup & Service Wednesdays, December 5, 12, and 19
(Ushers not necessary for these services). Ushers
are needed for Christmas Eve, four if possible.
And, we need three readers for Advent Wednesdays. No memorizing required. There are sign-up
sheets on the bulletin board in Luther Hall. Please
prayerfully consider serving.

Council Approves CLC Leave Policy
The Resource Management Committee developed a leave policy using the ELCA Personnel
Handbook for the Churchwide Organization, the
DE-MD Compensation Guidelines, and Delaware
Labor Laws as references. The draft policy was
vetted with both the Finance Team and Mutual
Ministry Committee. It was presented to Council
on October 10 th and approved.
This policy outlines leave practices for our two
part-time employees, Office Administrator and
Director of Music, and our full-time Pastor. The
policy for full-time employees provides for, among
other provisions, 30 days of parental leave upon
the birth of a child. This time is made available for
a new mother or father to give time to bond as a
family.

To cover during his absence, Pastor Mark, together with the Resource Management and Mutual
Ministry Committees and the Finance Team, arranged for an Agreement for Extended Supply to
be completed with Pastor Mel Kirk which was approved by Council on October 10. Pastor Kirk will
lead us in worship and preach for the four
Sundays Pastor Mark is off. He will also cover our
three Advent Soup and Service Wednesdays on
December 5, 12, and 19, and will be available for
pastoral care and visitations, if needed, for the
time Pastor Mark is off. Pastor Kirk will be away
Christmas week visiting family in Ohio.
Pastor Mark also arranged coverage for Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24, at 8:00 p.m.,
with Pastor Bettye Wolinski who will lead us in
worship and preach, celebrating with us the birth
of Christ.

Pastor Mark will return on January 6, upon completion of the four weeks of parental leave, which
is subject to change if the baby arrives early or
late.

OUR SERVICE TEAM
NEEDS
NEW MEMBERS

December Pastoral Coverage
In accordance with our leave policy, Pastor Mark
requested 30 days parental leave which
was
approved by Council on October 10. The 30 days
begins with the birth of the baby. Therefore, with
an anticipated due date of December 7, Pastor
will be preaching on Sunday, December 2 and will
then be taking leave through December 30. This
schedule will be subject to change if the baby
arrives early or late. In either event, Pastor Mark
will be off four weeks following the birth of the
baby.

We are looking for a “few good men and
women” in order to keep this outreach
ministry going.
Members must be able bodied
and upright.
If interested, meetings are held the first
Monday of the month at 10:30 a.m.
This is a ministry that tries to improve the
quality of life to all in need.
Bill or Pat Carroll 302-541-5539

Wanted:
Photographers,
Videographers
and Computer Gurus!
At CLC we like to document activities and special occasions for our Grapevine, Blog, timeline
and archives. It would be great to have a team
of designated individuals to cover such events.
And on rare occasions, we also like to video
events, such as our recent Hymn Festival. After
videoing an event, the chip needs to be converted to DVD: one copy for our archives, one copy
for our video library to be available to those who
could not be present for the event. Videos are
not posted to YouTube due to copyright
restrictions.

Calling all Cooks to make a pot
of Soup for Advent!
The Hospitality & Fellowship Team is asking for
help in making soup or bringing bread for our
three Advent Soup and Service Wednesdays on
December 5, 12, and 19. There will be a signup sheet on the bulletin board in Luther Hall to
volunteer and indicate what kind of soup you
are bringing. Please prayerfully consider volunteering.

If you’d like to be part of a team that captures
these events either by photographing or videoing (training provided), or if you are able to
convert chip to disc, please let anyone on the
Communications Team know of your interest
(Lonnie Riley, Dave and Barb Bartges).

Congratulations to Tom Richardson!!
Hearty congratulations to our Director of
Music, Tom Richardson, on becoming a
Grandad!! Mother and child are doing
well.

Food Pantry
Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich Coordinators
The special requests for this week are:
Laundry Detergent, Liquid Dish Detergent, Boxed Rice and Potato Products, and Milk (please place milk in
kitchen refrigerator) A more complete
list of needed food items is posted on the
Pantry room door.

Sincere condolences to Pastor Harry and
Sharey Biles on the death of his mother,
Marie, on October 19. Notes of sympathy may be sent to Pastor Harry and
Sharey Biles at 108 Quillen Drive, Berlin,
Maryland 21811.

NOVEMBER 2018
Birthdays:
Karlyn Fields
Beverly Jeffries
Ned Troutman
Kerry Shull
Dave Bartges
Joan Hennessey
Caitlin Molter
Don Striebig

3
4
12
14
15
18
24
30

MIND YOUR MENTAL EXERCISE

Anniversaries:
Louise & Don Lauterbach 1
Ed & Beverly Jeffries
10
Lesley & Patrick Shuey
10
Linda & Richard Riehl
30

If your birthday or anniversary is not shown
please give to the church office,
or send info to:
beverlystalnaker615@outlook.com

No life is untouched by sin. We are
reminded in John 16:33 “In this world you
will have trouble.”
Thankfully, God
doesn’t leave us hanging with words of
gloom, but goes on to remind us that
through Christ’s death and resurrection, “I
have overcome the world.” We rejoice in
the peace and contentment His sacrifice
brings. Until that time when we are
called home, we will experience the
emotional lows such as sadness, anxiety,
loneliness
and
depression
that
accompany a fallen world.

In the same way we exercise our bodies
to keep it healthy for the demands of life
and ministry, we also can try these
“exercises” to keep fit our emotional wellbeing:
OPERATING FUND REPORT
As of September 4, 2018
Budget

$147,749

Actual Income

$136.568

Actual Expenses

$144,684

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves

($8,116)

Thanks for your continued support.
Jim Landis, Treasurer

***************************************

•

Try something new—Challenge your
mind by learning a new language or
learning to play an instrument.
Volunteer your time or start a new
hobby.
TO BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH

Who Has Stepped Up to Serve?
Thus far, Pat and Bill Carroll, and Kathy
Waluk have expressed their desire to once
again serve on Council. There are still opportunities to serve on Council, serve as Representatives to Synod Assembly and serve on the
Call Committee. Please prayerfully consider
serving in any of these capacities and contact
a member of
the
Call
Committee:
Dave Bartges, Mary Ellen Engler, Rose Troutman or Sophia Riehl.
“Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by
which we may offer to God an acceptable
service with reverence and awe;” [Heb 12:28]
Please see September Grapevine for more
details about Serving on Council, etc.

The Mission Endowment Fund (MEF)
was established by CLC’s church council in
2010. The MEF was created to support CLC's
Mission outreach. Distribution is at the discretion of the board. The board is appointed by the
church council. Board members are Dave Bartges, Linda Riehl and Sandra Wachter-Myers.
Sophia Riehl is the board’s resource person.
The Pastor and Council President are Ad Hoc
members.
Once the fund reaches $50,000, income from
the investments may be distributed. The following guidelines will be followed by the board.
10% of income will be divided between the
Delaware Maryland Synod and Lutheran World
Relief.

Monthly Dinner Group
Open to All
On the fourth Thursday of each month, we
gather at a local restaurant to share a meal
(Dutch Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie.
We always begin gathering for dinner at 5 p.m.,
with the meal beginning at 5:30 p.m.. A different restaurant is chosen monthly with info posted on the bulletin board in Luther Hall; no calls
are made.
It’s great fun!
If you are
interested in coming, contact Judy Striebig,
302-541-0815, so we’ll know how many to
expect when making reservations. Remember,
you must phone to confirm your attendance.

9O% may be used for:
•

Expanding CLC's outreach ministry; locally,
nationally and worldwide.

•

Seminarian support either by direct help to a
seminarian or by gifting the United Lutheran
Seminary's scholarship fund

•

Deacon Education

There are a variety of ways to gift the MEF.
Contributions of cash or stock are accepted.
Also, including CLC in your estate planning can
include a bequest to the fund. Please consider
these gifts.

