
 

Pastor Mark’s December Grapevine Message: 

Advent is coming, it marks the beginning of our church year. This Advent season is particularly unique and eventful as I await the birth of my own 
child. 

The birth of a child is a special thing. I am reflecting on how much love and attention our baby has already received and they aren’t even born yet. 
We are so thankful for all the gifts and well-wishes. It certainly makes me think that Jesus came to us as a child for a reason. For Christians the 
birth of Jesus is not an afterthought. The birth of Christ is the beginning of the Good News that “God is with us.” John 1:14 tells us “And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” The announcement and 
birth of Child has a unique and special way of creating and nurturing community. Just look at all the people who gathered around Jesus when he 
was born. Mary, Joseph, Angels, Shepherds, Animals, and Kings. The focus of each one shifted to adoring and loving this child. Their needs seem 
to be put on hold and a generous spirit of caring flowed forth toward this Mother and Child. 

We have a lot of hurt and division happening in the world, and yet we celebrate grace and truth that comes in the Christ Child. Through this child 
we are called together. When we focus on loving Jesus we quickly understand that through Jesus we are loved by God and we are called to a 
greater purpose by God’s light in the world. This love is meant to be shared with the world and bring redemption. Advent is the season we 
celebrate and prepare for the Good News found in Jesus. 

We celebrate Advent using several colors. In some traditions the color of Advent is blue as a symbol of hope and Jesus’ royalty. In other traditions 
purple and rose symbolize the coming Kingdom and the need for repentance as we hear from John the Baptist and Jesus: “Repent for the Kingdom 
is at hand.” Both are true. Jesus brings hope, but he also reminds us that God comes to shake things up in our lives. 

We celebrate Advent not just to remember the hope of God’s people waiting for Jesus long ago, but also as God’s people who wait for Jesus to 
come again now. We are still waiting! 

Caitlin and I preparing for our own child with a lot of fear and excitement. We know that you share in the experience as well. What will baby look 
like? Will it be a boy or a girl? 

I invite you to reflect upon a waiting, or any other period of waiting in your life. What was it like to anticipate change? How might that be similar to 
us as we wait for Jesus? While we wait for Jesus, know the Holy Spirit is with us and beside us, guiding and preparing all of us. 

 

This year we will have our Soup and Service on Wednesday’s during Advent. The theme is the Saints sharing the spirit of Advent: St Nicolas,  
St. Lucy and Katrina Von Bora (Katie Luther). Let’s find out together. 

In January Cathy Kunst, Phyllis Dobson and Kathy Waluk will serve again as our executive team in 2019. I look forward to what we will accomplish 
this coming year. Please pray for wisdom, guidance and focus for our leadership. God is calling us to new adventures and down a few paths 
untrodden and unknown. We are reminded that Jesus Christ comes to us as Emmanuel “God with Us.” Let us rest in this promise. 

I hope that during Advent and Christmas, Christ makes himself known to you in a meaningful way. Caitlin and I look forward introducing Baby 
Molter and sharing stories and photos. Have a happy and blessed celebration here in our community and with your family. 
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OFF THE TOP OF 

 MY HEAD!! 

 

 

Merry Christmas  

…..and she shall bring forth a babe wrapped in swaddling 

clothes lying in a manger.  (Luke 2:12) 

The season is upon us!  Peace on Earth, Goodwill towards 

all. 

Everywhere we go we see the toys glorified and hear 
“Santa Claus is Coming to Town”.  Everything is decorated 
in red and green with tinsel. But let’s do it right and bring 

Christ back into  CHRISTmas. 

Start the season on Saturday, December 1st with the 
Church gathering – a time with friends to have fellowship 
and spend time together starting at 1 PM.  It’s always a fun 
time and of course the food is great!  Maybe you like to 
decorate God’s house, we will gather on November 29th at 

12:15 PM.  We can always use an extra hand. 

Plan on coming to the 3 Advent Services that we look for-
ward to with Homemade soup at 6PM and an informal ser-

vice sharing God’s message at 7PM. 

Come for Soup and Service on December 5th, December 

12th, and December 19th. 

Gathering with neighbors and friends can be fun and mean-
ingful.  My friend Diane is Polish and she brought a thin 
wafer called “OPLATKI” to our home.  It is to be shared on 
Christmas Eve.  The custom dates back to the 10th century.   
The wafer is broken representing Christ as he brings bless-
ings and unity to the family.  Bill and I took more of the wa-
fers to share with the whole Kunst family that Christmas.  
Everyone in the family gathers every Christmas as they 

have for over 100 years.  Now that’s unity! 

Some Families have special foods that they share at Christ-
mas.   Italian-American families celebrate  “The Feast of 
the Seven Fishes” – or  La  Viglia - the midnight vigil  wait-
ing for the birth of the Christ child.  This is also the comple-
tion of God’s promise of the Messiah.     We have enjoyed 
this feast at Mia Fratello Restaurant in West Ocean City.  

Delicious. 

Many of our local churches have a variety of events to cele-
brate, from live manger scenes, to children’s Christmas 
pageants and choir concerts.  Try some of these to keep 

you in the CHRISTmas spirit!  Of course, CLC will have our 
Christmas Eve Service on December 24th at 8PM.  Notice 
the new time – this gives families time to share that special 
Christmas Eve feast.  I hope you will join us during the Holy 
Season of Christ’s birth to find the JOY, HOPE, LOVE and 

PEACE this glorious CHRISTMAS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER PRAYER FAMILIES 
 

THEME :   PEACE 

VERSE : John 14:27    

Peace I leave with you,  my peace I give you.  I 
do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
 

FAMILIES FOR DECEMBER: 

Mark & Debbie Sanders 
Deb Stark 
Jonathan Stegura and Gigi & Madigan 
Don & Judy Striebig 
Gary & Cathy Tice 
Ned & Rose Troutman  
Sandy Wachter–Myers 
Bob & Pat Wagner 
Bill & Carolyn Walton 
Ed & Kathy Waluk and AJ 
Bill & Nancy Warner 
David & Christy Wagner 
Norma Willis 
Claire Worthington       
 

Please feel free to add family and friends 

 

I thank God for all of you! 

Cathy Kunst 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL RETREAT 

On the weekend of November 16-17 
Council set aside time to make plans for 
2019.  We started this time with a spe-
cial meal that we all contributed to.  Pork 
and Sauerkraut was the main dish and 
lots of great sides along with wonderful 
desserts.  Then it was time to get busy.  
The officers that served us this year will 
continue to serve.  Cathy Kunst will con-
tinue to lead the Council, with Phyllis 
Dobson as Vice President and Kathy 
Waluk as Secretary.  Bill and Pat Carroll 
will rejoin the Council.  We look forward 
to a busy but interesting year. 

 

We cemented our plans for when Pastor 
will be on paternity leave and welcoming 
Pastor  Mel  Kirk.   With  the  help  of  
Sophia Riehl, our finance team and the  
Endowment fund board a new Gift policy 
was voted on and passed.  We talked a 
great deal about forming a task force to 
get input  about  changing  what time 
services are held as a motion was made 
concerning this issue at our Annual 
Meeting.  We also discussed more Bible 
Studies and some groups that might be 
interested.  Our  group  also reviewed 
Finance 101, how  to  understand  our 
financial statements as we play a part in 
writing the bills to be paid.  There  is 
never a dull moment at Council. 

 

Cottage Meeting Results: 

The cottage meetings were held in Octo-
ber with about 35 of our members partici-
pating.  The reason for the meetings was 
to find out the direction for our church for 
2019.  We discussed and answered a 
few questions to help us set our path.  

Here’s what we learned:  
When asked what we did well this year 
the results reported – our music program 
– more choir members, the outreach of 
the food pantry, White Bag Lunch Pro-
gram and feeding the homeless. Also 
noted was our building maintenance. 
 

What was accomplished?     Solar pro-
gram, and repairs to our building                   
(windows and painting).   Clothing closet.    
Pastors open Fridays. 
 

What can we try to accomplish 
in 2019?    Increase youth  membership,   
G4 ministry team work,  increase our 
presence in the community with service 
projects,  work on paying off the mort-
gage. 
 
 

What did we not do so well?   Congre-
gational Care.   Every member visit,   Be 
prepared for Sunday school and they will 
come??? 

What should be our priorities?  Pay off 
the mortgage,  Shepherds get new peo-
ple involved.   Communication between 
planners and doers.  $$ for Food Pantry. 
 

What is realistic? 
Keeping involved in our service projects,   
Spread God’s word. 
 
Your Council is looking how we can 
make a difference this next year in our 
Church life.  I hope we can count on 
your help! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting Motion  

to Explore “One” Service 
 

Due to  a noted lower attendance and 
lack of disciples available  and  willing  to  
serve as worship assistants (Assisting 
Minister, Communion Assistant, Greeter/
Usher or on Altar Guild), a  motion was 
made  at  our November 4 Annual  Meet-
ing for Council  to  explore  the continua-
tion of our 8 a.m. Service. 

Originally developed in 2005 as a sum-
mertime “lite” service offered from May-
Sept, an abbreviated service with no Call 
to Worship (Prelude only), no choir, fewer 
hymns and a shortened sermon was de-
veloped.  At the request of the early 8 
a.m. worshipers, this “lite” service was 
later expanded to a full service (with no 
choir, Prelude only, and one less hymn) 
and offered year-round.  This is the ser-
vice which is the subject of the motion. 

A worship survey is being developed to 
obtain full Congregational input to this is-
sue to be reviewed by Council. Keep 
watching the Sunday Bulletin Insert and 
future  Grapevine  editions  for  further 
information on this most important topic. 

 

“For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I among them” 

 [Mat 18:20] 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Dinner Group  

Open to All 

On the fourth Thursday of each month, we gath-
er at a local restaurant to share a meal (Dutch 
Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie.  We always 
begin gathering for dinner at 5 p.m., with the 
meal beginning at 5:30 p.m.   A different  restau-
rant is chosen monthly with info posted on the 
bulletin board in Luther Hall; no calls are made.   
It’s  great  fun!   If  you  are         interested  in 
coming,  contact Judy Striebig, 302-541-0815, 
so we’ll  know how  many  to expect when mak-
ing reservations. Remember, you must phone to 
confirm your attendance.  

During the holiday season, we will not meet 
in November or December.  We will resume 
in January 2019. Watch the weekly Bulletin 
Inserts for updates. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE IN NEED OF  

USHERS 

ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

God, bless our churches with the fruits of 
the spirit and the ability to practice faithful 
disciplines. 

Gal.  5-22-23 



 

 

 

 

 

Women of CLC, are you interested in a spiritual 
support group?  I ask this question because 
Women’s Spirituality has faded away, so to 
speak, as attendance has diminished.  The 
vision for the group grew out of two CLC 
ministries; Grief Group and Friends in Christ.  
When attendance dwindled in both, the thought 
was to offer something new to replace both.  
Women’s Spirituality was created and was well 
attended for a time.  However, people moving, 
illness, and life in general has interfered with 
attendance. Before Women’s Spirituality will 
return to CLC’s calendar we need to have a 
better idea when the group should meet.  Carol 
Clark and Sandra Wachter-Myers are looking for 
this information.  Please speak to one of us 
about your preferences for meeting. Again, this 
is essentially a spiritual support group for 
women.  Thanks for your help.   

Sandra Wachter-Myers 

 

 

Calling All Cooks to  

Feed God’s People!  
 

The Service Team, in partnership with House of 

Mercy, is providing 3 cooked meals every 

Thursday for delivery to the homeless. We thank 

all the volunteer cooks who provided meals in 

early May. A sign-up sheet is posted on the 

Luther Hall bulletin board with complete 

instructions for those who want to participate in 

this important church ministry. 

For additional information, please contact  

Dave Bartges  

(302-537-1236/ saltpond@verizon.net).  

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles 
and Weekly Bulletins 

 

Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and 
bulletins each week are available!   

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize 
or honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and 
flowers is $26 (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 
board in Luther Hall).  To pay for sponsorship, 
place your check or cash in an offering envelope 
and mark it with your name and “flowers”, 
“bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the offering 
plate.  

Please note we rely on sponsorship of these 
items.  If you don’t have a special person or 
event you wish to honor or memorialize, 
sponsorship can always be “To the Glory of 
God”.  Please prayerfully consider sponsoring 
Altar flowers, candles and/or weekly bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Choir:  

 Rehearsals  

Scheduled 
 

Rehearsals for our Christmas Eve service  
are  scheduled  for Advent Wednesdays, 
December 5, 12, and 19, from 5-6 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary. 



 

Upcoming Events:  
 

 

 

 

Thursday, November 29 at 12:15 p.m. we will 
gather to decorate for the Advent Season. 
 

Saturday, December 1 beginning at 1 p.m. in 
Luther Hall is our Annual Christmas Celebration 
with a pot-luck lunch.  Sign-up sheets are on 
the bulletin board in Luther Hall. 
 

Greeters  are  needed  for our Advent Soup & 
Service Wednesdays, December 5, 12, and 
19 (Ushers not necessary for these services).  
Ushers are needed for  Christmas  Eve,  four  if    
possible.  And, we need three readers for Ad-
vent Wednesdays.  No memorizing required.  
There are sign-up sheets on the bulletin board 
in Luther Hall.  Please prayerfully consider 
serving. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Incoming  

Council Members 
 

Congratulations  to all new Council 
members  service on January 1, 2019. 
Hearty  congratulations,  too, to  the   
Executive Committee  voted on at   the 
November 16 Council Retreat.  Cathy 
Kunst, Phyllis Dobson, and Kathy Waluk 
were again voted in as President, Vice 
President, and Secretary, respectively. 
 

Because our Constitution calls for instal-
lation before the beginning of their term, 
January 1, Council approved a delay for 
installation to be held on January 13, 
2019 which is also  the  date  of  the  
Baptism of our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

Updating Our CLC Church Directory 

Please continue to report any changes or cor-

rections to our Office Team as changes will be 

made regularly and updates issued on a current 

basis.   Just place a note in the offering plate. 

Andrea Booth 

400 Mitchell St., Apt. 306 

Millsboro, DE  19966 

302-258-8774 

 

Time to Renew or Subscribe 

 to Devotionals for 2019 
 

If you’d like to subscribe or renew your subscrip-
tion to Portals of Prayer for 2019, the cost for the 
pocket-size edition which is issued quarterly is 
$6.50 for the year.  The large-print edition is 
$16.  Also, the Daily Guideposts 2019 is $16 
(one book for the year). 

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 
Luther Hall or you may call the church office, 
302-732-1156, as soon as possible but not later 
than December 22, 2018. 

 

Council Approves One-Service  

December 23 and December 30 

 
In light of the holidays falling on Tuesdays this 
year and because we will be using a Supply 
Pastor while Pastor Mark is on paternity leave, 
Council  approved  having  one  service  at 
10:30 on Sunday, December 23.  Our Christmas 
Eve Service is scheduled for 8 p.m. on Monday, 
December 24. 

Also, Council approved having one service at 
10:30 on Sunday, December 30. Please make 
note of this change during the holiday season 
and plan to come! 

 



Open Forums 
 

Open Forums give opportunity for all to learn 
what’s going on with the budget, ministries, and 
events and to ask questions.  There is no voting 
at Open Forums; and  all  are  welcomed  to 
attend. All are welcomed to attend the Annual 
Meeting; however only CLC members may vote 
on issues presented including the 2019 budget, 
Council members, Synod Assemble represent-
atives and others.  Lunch  is  served  at  the  
Annual Meeting.  
 

Council will provide the dates of our 2019 Open 
Forums.  Watch the Sunday Bulletin Inserts and 
future Grapevine editions for further info! 

==================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and see what is happening Monday’s at 
Noon at CLC.  Advent is coming soon and the 
Bible study is taking four weeks to consider 4 
words for Advent; Peace (Shalom), Hope 
(Yakal), Joy (Chara), Love (Agape).  Beginning 
November 26, one word will be studied from a 
Biblical perspective.  We read, we talk and we 
share ideas.  Come and see! 

 

 

 

 

 

December Pastoral Coverage 
 

In accordance with our leave policy, Pastor Mark 
requested 30 days parental leave which    was 
approved by Council on October 10.  The 30 days 
begins with the birth of the baby.  Therefore, with 
an anticipated due date of December 7, Pastor 
will be preaching on Sunday, December 2 and will 
then be taking leave through December 30.  This 
schedule will be subject to change  if  the baby 
arrives early or late.  In either event, Pastor Mark 
will be  off  four weeks following the birth of the 
baby. 

To cover during his absence, Pastor Mark, togeth-
er with the Resource Management and Mutual 
Ministry Committees and the Finance Team, ar-
ranged for an Agreement for Extended Supply to 
be completed  with  Pastor Mel Kirk which was 
approved by Council on October 10.  Pastor Kirk 
will lead us in worship and  preach  for  the  four   
Sundays Pastor Mark is off.  He will also cover our 
three Advent Soup and Service Wednesdays on 
December 5, 12, and 19, and will be available for 
pastoral care and visitations, if needed, for the 
time Pastor Mark is off. Pastor Kirk will be away 
Christmas week visiting family in Ohio. 

Pastor Mark also arranged coverage for Christ-
mas Eve, Monday, December 24, at 8:00 p.m., 
with Pastor Bettye Wolinski who will lead us in 
worship and preach, celebrating with us the birth 
of Christ. 

Pastor Mark will return on January 6, upon com-
pletion of the four weeks of parental leave, which 
is subject to change if the baby arrives early or 
late. 

 



 
 

The Stewardship Team thanks everyone 
who has made a 2019 Financial Commit-
ment.  As we consider seeking to do 
God’s ministry here at the crossroads, 
your financial  support  of  this ministry 
reflects your support and your generosi-
ty.  God gives us everything.  Our finan-
cial giving is a sign of this same gener-
osity.  If  you haven’t  yet  pledged, you  
are   invited to pledge now.  You can 
make your 2019 financial commitment by 
going to CLC’s website:  
www.clc19945.org/giving.html.  Or you 
can pledge by card.  Financial commit-
ment cards are available in the narthex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Stewardship emphasis for Decem-
ber is Serving in our local community 
and the world.  CLC’s Helping Ministry 
provides many opportunities to serve.  
Joining the Food Pantry, Service Team, 
Quilters, cooking for the homeless, and 
supporting the Service Team’s Giving 
Tree are some of the opportunities.  It is 
the season of giving and it is the season 
to receive God’s gift of Jesus Christ.  
God’s generosity, revealed through the 
birth in Bethlehem, reminds us to consid-
er how we, too, can give. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Christmas Eve Music 
 

Our Sanctuary Choir, soloists and organ-
ists, Tom Richardson and Kathy Waluk 
are preparing an array of music for our 
Christmas Eve worship.  In addition to a 
number of anthems for the service, they 
will be offering 20-25 minutes of inspira-
tional music before the service, starting 
at 7:35 p.m.  Please come and enjoy the 
music.   We do request that you refrain 
from conversation during that time so that 
all can hear the music and prepare for 
worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A German Shepherd, Doberman and a Cat have 
died.  All three are faced with GOD who wants 
to know what they believe in. 

The German shepherd says:  “I believe in disci-
pline, training and loyalty to my master. ”Good,” 
says GOD, “then sit down on my right side.” 

Doberman, what do you believe in?”  Asks 
GOD.  The Doberman answers: “I believe in the 
love, care and protection of my master.”  “Aha,” 
said GOD, “you may sit to my left.” 

Then he looks at the Cat, and asks “and what do 
you believe in?” 

The Cat then answers:  “I believe you’re sitting 
in my seat.” 

http://www.clc19945.org/giving.html


Wanted: 
Photographers,  
Videographers  

and Computer Gurus! 
 

At CLC we like to document activities and spe-
cial occasions for our Grapevine, Blog, timeline 
and  archives.  It would be great to have a team 
of designated individuals to cover such events.  
And on rare occasions, we also like to video 
events, such as our recent Hymn Festival.  After 
videoing an event, the chip needs to be convert-
ed to DVD: one copy for our archives, one copy 
for our video library to be available to those who 
could not be present for the event.  Videos are 
not  posted  to  YouTube  due  to  copyright   
restrictions. 

If you’d like to be part of a team that captures 
these events either by photographing or vide-
oing (training provided), or if you are able to 
convert chip to disc, please let anyone on the 
Communications Team know of your interest 
(Lonnie Riley, Dave and Barb Bartges).   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Food PantryFood Pantry  

  

Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich    

Coordinators  

The special requests for this week are: 

Laundry Detergent, Liquid Dish Deter-

gent, Boxed Rice and Potato Prod-

ucts, and Milk (please place milk in 

kitchen refrigerator) A more complete 

list of needed food items is posted on the 

Pantry room door.  

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Cooks to make a pot  

of Soup for Advent! 
 

The Hospitality & Fellowship Team is asking for 
help in making soup or bringing bread for our 
three Advent Soup and Service Wednesdays on 
December 5, 12, and 19.  There will be a sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board in Luther Hall to 
volunteer and indicate what kind of soup you 
are bringing. Please prayerfully consider volun-
teering. 

 

Council Approves a CLC Gift Policy 
 

At the Retreat on November 17, 2018, Council 
approved  a Gift  Policy  for  CLC.  This  new 
policy, superseding all previous CLC policy on 
gifts, was developed using our 2011 compre-
hensive guide to giving, Our Duty and Delight, 
Opportunities to Magnify the Lord and sample 
policies from The Nonprofit Risk Management 
Center as guidance. 

The updated policy was thoroughly vetted 
among the Helping, Growing and Sustaining 
Ministries, and their respective teams including 
the Finance and Stewardship Teams as well as 
the Endowment Board of Directors. 

Copies of this policy are available upon request. 

 

 

Many thanks to my brothers 
and sisters in Christ who 
have offered prayers, food, 
phone calls, cards, emails 

and well wishes prior to my knee-replacement 
surgery and during my recuperation.  Your 
continued concern for me is overwhelming.  
Many thanks, too, for Pastor Mark’s prayers 
and visits.   You!      Sophia Riehl 



DECEMBER 2018 

Birthdays: 
George McMullen    6 

Debbie Sanders    6 

Gordon Naar     7 

Tom Clarke     8 

Melinda Forster    8 

Alice Hanke   10 

Bill Walton   11 

Dave Pittinger  20 

Gary Scott   22 

Judy Neas   24 

Sally Druckenmiller  26 
 

Anniversaries: 

Bev Stalnaker & Kerry Shull     2  (13th) 

Fred & Lori Haas         8 

Dick & Carrie Kauffman       12 

Gene & Connie Schaffner       14 

Geoff & Stephanie Gray       29 

 

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  October 31, 2018 

Budget      $164,524 

Actual Income     $149,725 

Actual Expenses    $159,585 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves   ($9,860) 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

*************************************** 

 

 

MIND YOUR MENTAL 

EXERCISE 

 

In the same way we exercise our bodies to keep 

it healthy for the demands of life and ministry, 

we also can try these “exercises” to keep fit our 

emotional well-being: 

Pray and meditate on God’s Word 

Asking for God’s help in all of life’s struggles 

frees us from the thoughts that we are facing 

those challenges alone. The Bible reminds us of 

God’s mercy and His promises to be with us.  

“Fear not, for I am with you; I will strengthen 

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand”  Isaiah 41.10 

TO BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH 

 

===============================  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The question was raised at our Annual 
Meeting how we could prevent a deficit 
each month.  The following is a look at 
how we can answer that question.  The 
monthly deficit is close to $800.  $800.00 
x 12 months = $9,600.00.  Divide that by 
52 weeks in a year and you have 
$184.61/wk.  Now divide that by the  
number of giving units, which is 75 at this 
time, and that is = to $2.46/wk that each 
giving unit would have to increase their 
giving to balance the budget each month.  

 



 

 

 

The Mission Endow-
ment Fund (MEF) was 
established by CLC’s 
church council in 2010. 

The MEF was created to support CLC's Mis-
sion outreach. Distribution is at the discretion of 
the board. The board is appointed by the 
church council.  Board members are Dave 
Bartges, Linda  Riehl  and  Sandra  Wachter-
Myers.    Sophia Riehl is the board’s resource 
person.  The Pastor and Council President are 
Ad Hoc members. 
 

There are a variety of ways to gift the MEF.  
Contributions of cash or stock are accept-
ed.  Also, including CLC in your estate plan-
ning can include a bequest to the fund.  
Please consider these gifts. 
 

 

 

Greeters, Ushers and 
Readers  

  Needed for Advent 
  

Greeters are needed for our Advent Soup & 
Service Wednesdays, December 5, 12, and 19 
(Ushers not necessary for these services).  
Ushers are needed for Christmas Eve, four if 
possible.  There are sign-up sheets on the bul-
letin board in Luther Hall.  Please prayerfully 
consider serving. 

Thanks to Phyllis Dobson for signing up to 
Greet during for the Wednesday Advent Ser-
vices; one more Greeter would be nice.  Also, 
thanks to Pat & Julia McMullen for signing up 
as Usher and Greeter, respectively, for Christ-
mas Eve.  There is always a large attend-
ance on Christmas Eve, and we need many 
more Greeters and Ushers. 

Thanks to Pat McMullen, Sandy Wachter-Myer, 
and Gail Smiley for stepping forth to be readers 
for our Advent Wednesday services. We will be 
learning about St. Nicholas, St. Lucy (Lucia) 
and Katarina von Bora Luther! 

Changes at the Shirley 
Grace  

Pregnancy Center 
 

The facility occupied by the SGPC 
was sold to a non-profit; and they had to relocate.  
Fortunately, the adjacent building was available.  
Their new address is 10226 Old Ocean City Blvd, 
Unit 2, Berlin, Maryland 21811.  The phone number 
is unchanged. 

Secondly, in an effort to better inform clients and the 
community of the breadth of services offered, their 
name was changed to Grace Center for Maternal 
and Women’s Health.  As a pregnancy resource 
center, they routinely evaluate which services are 
not offered in the Community to pregnant and post-
partum mothers. As stewards, it is incumbent on 
them to provide complementary services to their 
role as a pregnancy resource center that will enable 
their existing and future clients to flourish. However, 
their mission remains the same: a safe haven dedi-
cated to improving the maternal health and well-
being of women in the community.   

All services are provided free of charge and include 
1) prenatal/post-partum individual classes; 2) par-
enting and relationship skills classes; 3) in-home 
visits following the birth of a child; 4) program to 
earn a GED; and 5) a support group at Pocomoke 
High School. Additions to their programs include a 
support group for mothers with addictions (Women 
Empowering Women), a maternal mental health 
support group (Mother’s Circle), a workforce grant 
for pregnant or parenting youth (ages 18-24), and 
screening of all clients for an Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACE) score.  The ACE study explains 
why exposure to adverse childhood experiences 
can deeply influence an individual’s physical and 
emotional health and quality of life across their life-
time. 

The third change is sad news. At the end of 2018, 
the former SGPC Thrift Shop, owned by the Center 
and which contributed to the financial operations of 
the Center through sales of its items (gently used 
baby items generously donated by CLC and many 
others) is closing.  This unfortunate action was ne-
cessitated due to competition in the area that ren-
dered the thrift shop no longer profitable.  

****************************************************** 

DECEMBER CALENDAR AND VOLUNTEER 
LIST WILL BE SENT TO YOU NEXT WEEK. 

WE ARE IN URGENT NEED OF USHERS ON 
CHRISTMAS EVE. 


