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OFF THE TOP OF 

 MY HEAD!! 

 

 

At this time of year our hearts are looking forward to the 
birth of the Christ Child and enjoying special time with our 
families.  But our heads are going in all directions.  Doing 
more than is humanly possible seems to be the norm.  We 

feel like we are being pulled in all directions. 

I pray that we can all find a quiet moment to stop, relax and 
find the Christ Child.  Not in a manger, but in our homes, 

our communities, and our nation.  Maybe even in us! 

A friend sent a calendar of ideas where each day was a 

way to see Christ in our lives. 
 

Day 1  Give someone a hug or a compliment. 

Day 2   Let someone in front of you in line. 

Day 3   Buy a friend a coffee or share one in your kitchen. 

Day 4   Hold a door open for someone. 

Day 5  Donate to a cause. 

Day 6   Hide a happy note for someone to find. 

Day 7   While out and about share a smile with a stranger  

Day 8  Write a thank you note to someone. 

Day 9  Tell someone you love them. 

Day 10 Reflect on the Joy of the Season. 

Day 11  Get in touch with an old friend or relative. 

Day 12 Offer to help someone. 
 

By the time you read this the Food Pantry with your help 
will have given 25 baskets of Christmas dinner goodies to 
those in need in our own area.  We also want to shout out 
to Weis grocery, G&E Hockers, and Aldi’s of Salisbury.  Let 

them know how we appreciate their help in ministry. 

Share some of these Caring sharing tips this year.  You 

might find a little of Christ love in your heart! 

 

Happy New Year 2019 !!!    

Love to you all,  Cathy Kunst 

 

JANUARY PRAYER 
FAMILIES 

 

THEME :   Wisdom 

Verse:  James 3:17.    

But the WISDOM that comes from heaven is 
first of all pure;  then peace-loving, consider-
ate, submissive, full of mercy  and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere. 

FAMILIES FOR  JANUARY 

Louis & Susan Barracato 
Dave & Barb Bartges 
Gladys Birmingham 
Andrea Booth 
Bob & Brenda Breiner 
Rob &  Barb Breinich 
Ted & Linda Byram 
Bill & Pat Carroll 
Tom & Carol Clarke 
Lois Corson 
Tom & Ellen DeShazo 
Nancy Deweese 
Phyllis Dobson 
John Douthwaite 
Lee Driscoll 
Please add others you wish to pray for ……. 

 

NORAH GRACE!! 

We pray for Norah as she continues to grow and delight 
her parents.  We look forward to her baptism in February 
and meeting her and seeing her parents back in our midst 
soon.  Pastor  Mark  will  be back next week with lots of 

stories. 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ONE AND ALL!!!  Thanks to 
the church Council who worked so well to plan and carry 
out our mission!  &  the Service team with the Food Pantry 
who have served our community & the Hospitality and   

Fellowship who took care of us!    

Don’t miss the Christmas Eve Service with special music 
with our amazing choir starting  around 7:35 PM.        
HAVE A BLESSED NEW YEAR. 2019. Wow!              

Come and see what we can do together!        Cathy Kunst 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting Motion  
 

Last month we reported that due to  a 
noted lower attendance and lack of disci-
ples available  and  willing  to  serve as 
worship assistants (Assisting Minister, 
Communion Assistant, Greeter/Usher or 
on Altar Guild), a  motion was made  at  
our November 4 Annual  Meeting for 
Council  to  explore  the continuation of 
our 8 a.m. Service. 

Originally developed in 2005 as a sum-
mertime “lite” service offered from May to 
Sept, an abbreviated service with no Call 
to Worship (Prelude only), no choir, fewer 
hymns and a shortened sermon was de-
veloped.  At  the  request of  the  early    
8 a.m. worshipers, this “lite” service was 
later expanded to a full service (with no 
choir, Prelude only, and one less hymn) 
and offered year-round.  This is the ser-
vice which is the subject of the motion. 
 

Council has approved the formation of 
a Task Force to review all alternatives 
for an 8 a.m. service and to review a 
worship survey under development to 
obtain full Congregational input to this 
issue to be reviewed by Council. Sev-
eral disciples have stepped forward to 
serve, but we need more disciples 
who  actually  worship  at  the              
8 a.m. service to be part of the Task 
Force.   

 

If you worship at 8 a.m., your input is 
needed.  Please consider serving on 
the Task Force and let anyone on the 
Executive Committee (Cathy Kunst, 
Phyllis Dobson, Kathy Waluk, Pastor 
Mark) know of your interest to serve. 
 

Lack of disciples willing and able to 
serve as worship assistants is no jus-
tification to eliminate an opportunity 
to gather in His Name to worship.  
Keep watching  the Sunday Bulletin 
Insert and future Grapevine editions 
for further information on this most 
important topic. 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I among them”  

[Mat 18:20] 

 

AND 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming Events:  
 

 

 

 

Sunday,  December  23,  one  Service  at  
10:30 a.m.  Christmas Eve Service is sched-
uled for Monday, December 24, at 8:00 p.m. 
and will be led by Pastor Bettye Wolinski. 

Sunday,  December  30,  one  Service  at  
10:30 a.m.  Pastor Mark returns from paternity 
leave. 

CLC Office is closed Monday and Tuesday, 
12/24 and 12/25 as well as 12/31 and 1/1/19. 

Sunday, January 13 is 2019 Council installa-
tion, both services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Incoming  

Council Members 
 

Congratulations  to all new Council 
members  service on January 1, 2019. 
Hearty  congratulations,  too, to  the   
Executive Committee  voted on at   the 
November 16 Council Retreat.  Cathy 
Kunst, Phyllis Dobson, and Kathy Waluk 
were again voted in as President, Vice 
President, and Secretary, respectively. 
 

Because our Constitution calls for instal-
lation before the beginning of their term, 
January 1, Council approved a delay for 
installation to be held on January 13, 
2019 which is also  the  date  of  the  
Baptism of our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

Updating Our CLC Church Directory 

Please continue to report any changes or cor-

rections to our Office Team as changes will be 

made regularly and updates issued on a current 

basis.   Just place a note in the offering plate. 

       

 

Shirley Grace  

Pregnancy Center 
 

Dear CLC: 

Please extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to your generous members, with a 
special thank you to your Pastor’s 
Mother.  It is our joy to have you part-
ner with us in our ministry. 

Christmas blessings to all at CLC! 

Regina and all at the Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear CLC Family, I 
am blessed to have such loving friends 
as we work together to share the love of 
our Lord in this community.  I sincerely 
appreciate your generous Christmas gift 
to me. I wish you all a wonderful holiday 
with family and friends, and a happy, 
healthy new year! In Christ,  
Dee Austin, Office Secretary 
 

 



Calling All Cooks to  

Feed God’s People!  

 
 

The Service Team, in partnership with House of 

Mercy, is providing 3 cooked meals every 

Thursday for delivery to the homeless. We thank 

all the volunteer cooks who provided meals in 

early May. A sign-up sheet is posted on the 

Luther Hall bulletin board with complete 

instructions for those who want to participate in 

this important church ministry. 

For additional information, please contact  

Dave Bartges  

(302-537-1236/ saltpond@verizon.net).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles 
and Weekly Bulletins 

 

Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and 
bulletins each week are available!   

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize 
or honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and 
flowers is $26 (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 
board in Luther Hall).  To pay for sponsorship, 
place your check or cash in an offering envelope 
and mark it with your name and “flowers”, 
“bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the offering 
plate.  

Please note we rely on sponsorship of these 
items.  If you don’t have a special person or 
event you wish to honor or memorialize, 
sponsorship can always be “To the Glory of 
God”. Please prayerfully consider 
sponsoring Altar flowers, candles and/or 
weekly bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry: The special request for 

Chef Boyardee Pastas, Mac-N-Cheese, 

Chicken Noodle Soup, Laundry 

Detergent, Liquid Dish Detergent, 

Toilet Paper. A more complete list of 

needed pantry items is posted on the 

Pantry room door.  

Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich       

Coordinators  

Please keep Joan & Alan King    

   in your prayers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As  this  new  year begins, we express 
our appreciation and take this opportunity 
to  thank  you  for your dedication and 
commitment to helping those in need. 

As Christians, we are called to respond to 
our neighbors in need and you have done 
just that. 

Thank you one and  all  for your 
unwavering support.  

 

Your Service Team. 

 



JANUARY 2019 

Birthdays: 
Gail Smiley     5 

Bill Kunst   12 

Fred Haas   15 

Lesley Shuey  16 

Alan King   20 (75) 

Lou Riley   20 

Sandra Wachter-Myers 21 

Jack Mager   23 

Richard Riehl (Linda) 26 

Greg Rinker   26 

 
 

Anniversaries: 

Mark & Caitlin Molter   2 

Don & Louise Egan    5 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  October 31, 2018 

Budget      $180.977 

Actual Income     $163,971 

Actual Expenses    $175,330 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves   ($11,359) 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

*************************************** 

 

Wanted: 
Photographers,  
Videographers  

and Computer Gurus! 
 

At CLC we like to document activities and 
special occasions for our Grapevine, Blog, 
timeline and  archives.  It would be great to have 
a team of designated individuals to cover such 
events.  And on rare occasions, we also like to 
video events, such as our recent Hymn Festival.  
After videoing an event, the chip needs to be 
converted to DVD: one copy for our archives, 
one copy for our video library to be available to 
those who could not be present for the event.  
Videos are not  posted  to  YouTube  due  to  
copyright   restrictions. 

If you’d like to be part of a team that captures 
these events either by photographing or 
videoing (training provided), or if you are able to 
convert chip to disc, please let anyone on the 
Communications Team know of your interest 
(Lonnie Riley, Dave and Barb Bartges).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) 
was established by CLC’s church council in 
2010. The MEF was created to support CLC's 
Mission outreach. Distribution is at the discretion 
of the board. The board is appointed by the 
church council.  Board members are Dave 
Bartges, Linda  Riehl  and  Sandra  Wachter-
Myers.    Sophia Riehl is the board’s resource 
person.  The Pastor and Council President are 
Ad Hoc members. 
 

There are a variety of ways to gift the MEF.  
Contributions of cash or stock are accepted.  
Also, including CLC in your estate planning 
can include a bequest to the fund.  Please 
consider these gifts. 
 



January Stewardship Highlight – Caring for 
yourself.  You, all of you, is a gift.  Just as 
Christ’s body, the Church, requires care; you 
also must care for yourself.  Learning to give 
time to yourself is essential for self-care.  God 
gave us the Sabbath as a gift.  God knows we 
need time to rest. Restorative activity is not 
watching television.  However, fishing or getting 
a massage or having dinner with friends are 
some activities some might find restful and reju-
venating.  Meditating, walking on the beach, 
reading a good book are activities to consider.  
Take care of yourself.  You are child of God 
and you are loved.  Take some time to love 
yourself.  Check out https://tifwe.org/why-loving
-yourself-is-good-stewardship/  to find inspira-
tion for your self-care, knowing that caring for 
yourself is being a good steward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and see what is going on at CLC on 

Monday’s at noon!  We call it Bible study.  We 

do read scripture and we seek to understand 

scripture.  We also share with one another and 

we pray together.  Lively discussion often sets 

in as we struggle when scripture is hard to ac-

cept, and when we find joy in its message.  

Sometimes we gain insight and sometimes we 

struggle with new meaning and understanding.  

Jesus Christ is the Word of God and we turn to 

scripture that Christ will be made known to us.   

Beginning January 7, we return to our study of 

Paul’s letters from Prison.  Come and see.  We 

would love for you to stay awhile with us as we 

gather for Bible study. 

MIND YOUR MENTAL  

EXERCISE 

 

 

In the same way we exercise our bodies 

to keep it healthy for the demands of life 

and ministry, we also can try these 

“exercises” to keep fit our emotional well-

being. 

Stay Connected: 

Nurture your friendships and be bold to 

start new ones.  Studies show that stay-

ing socially connected keeps your mind 

healthier and can positively boost your 

overall well-being. 

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH 

=============================== 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone for their 

loving concern and kindness during 

Ned’s illness and recovery.  Your 

prayers, phone calls, cards and well 

wishes were greatly appreciated.  

Your continuing support has 

touched our hearts.  
 

Thanks again, 

Ned & Rose Troutman 



  

Monthly Dinner Group  

Open to All 

 

 

On the fourth Thursday of each month, we gath-
er at a local restaurant to share a meal (Dutch 
Treat) and enjoy good camaraderie.  We always 
begin gathering for dinner at 5 p.m., with the 
meal beginning at 5:30 p.m.   A different  restau-
rant is chosen monthly with info posted on the 
bulletin board in Luther Hall; no calls are made.   
It’s  great  fun!   If  you  are         interested  in 
coming,  contact Judy Striebig, 302-541-0815, 
so  we’ll   know how  many  to expect when 
making reservations. Remember, you must 
phone to confirm your attendance.  

During the holiday season, we did not meet in 
November or December.  We will resume in 
January 2019. Watch the weekly Bulletin Inserts 
for updates. 

 

 

Mortgage Reduction Fund  
 

As reported by the Finance Team earlier, 
we’re doing a pretty good job as dona-
tions to date have allowed for one extra 
mortgage  payment to be made. Every 
little  bit  helps.  Plans are  to submit 
money from this fund at the end of each 
quarter.  Updates are included in our 
Sunday Bulletin Inserts. 

One suggestion was then made for mem-
bers, when able to and without affecting 
regular giving, make additional donations 
to a Mortgage Reduction Fund, thereby 
accelerating our November 2021 payoff 
date. 

Community Lutheran will  celebrate  
her  25

th
 Anniversary  in  September 

2020.  Wouldn’t  it  be  great if we 
could also celebrate with a mortgage 
pay off? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS PASTOR MEL KIRK! 

Pastor Mel has been our interim pastor 
while Pastor Mark has been on paternity 
leave.  He has done both Sunday ser-
vices, Bible Study and Advent Mid-week 
services all while dealing with a cold and 
always a smile.  We have been very 
pleased with his service and guidance 
during this Christmas season.  

Please give  your thanks  to Pastor Mel!! 

  

  

  

  

  

Thank You 
Choir! 

 

 

 

Much thanks and appreciation to our 
choir,  instrumentalists,  soloists,  and  
especially  our  Director  of  Music,     
Tom Richardson, for  enhancing  our  
worship  experience.   Their  talents,   
willingness to  give  many  hours  of  
practice and their overall love of music is 
certainly apparent in our Sunday and 
special services.  

Thanks to all. 



WHAT GOD CAN DO 

A little girl stood near a small church from which 

she had been turned away because it was “too 

crowded.” 

‘I can’t go to Sunday School,’ she sobbed to the 

pastor as he walked by. seeing her shabby, un-

kept appearance, the pastor guessed the reason 

and, taking her by the hand, took her inside and 

found a place for her in the Sunday School class.  

The child was so happy that they found room for 

her, and she went to bed that night thinking of the 

children who have no place to worship Jesus. 

Some two hears later, this child lay dead in one of 

the poor tenement buildings.  Her parents called 

for the kindhearted pastor who had befriended 

their daughter to handle the final arrangements. 

As her poor little body was being moved, a worn 

and crumpled red purse was found which seemed 

to have some rummaged from some trash dump. 

Inside the purse was found 57 cents and a note, 

scribbled in childish handwriting, which read.  “this 

is to  help buy the little church bigger so many 

children can go to Sunday School.’ 

For two  years she  had  saved  for  this offering 

of love. 

When the pastor tearfully read that note, he knew 

instantly what he would do.  Carrying this note 

and the cracked, red pocketbook to the pulpit, he 

told the story of her unselfish love and devotion. 

He challenged his deacons to get busy and raise 

enough money for the larger building. 

But the story does not end there…. 

 

A newspaper learned of the story and published it.  

It was read by a wealthy realtor who offered them 

a parcel of land worth many thousands. 

When told  that  the church could not pay so 

much, he  offered to sell it to the little church for 

57 cents. 

Church members made large donations.  Checks 

came from far and wide.  Within  five years the 

little girl’s gift had increased to $250,000 – a huge 

sum for that time (near the turn of the century).  

Her unselfish love had paid large dividends. 

When you are in the city of Philadelphia, look up 

Temple Baptist Church, with  seating capacity of 

3,300.  And be sure  to  visit  Temple University, 

where thousands of students are educated. 

Have  a  look, too, at  the  Good   Samaritan 

Hospital and at a Sunday School building which 

houses hundreds of beautiful children, built so that 

no child in the area will ever need to be left out-

side during Sunday School time. 

In one of the rooms of this building may be seen 

the picture of the sweet face of the little girl whose 

57 cents, so sacrificially saved, hade such re-

markable history.  Alongside of it is a portrait of 

her kind pastor.  Dr. Russell H. Conwell, author of 

the book “acres of diamonds.” 

This  is  a  true  story,  which  goes  to show 

WHAT GOD CAN DO WITH 57 CENTS!! 

 


