
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

What does it mean to Worship together? We gather as a community every Sunday in the hope that 

will we encounter God. 

As Lutherans, we are steeped in the historic Liturgy (the order of worship). Liturgy means the works 

of the people. When people read the lessons, the prayers, when we sing together, we respond or 

pray in unison. All these things contribute to the Liturgy. As Pastor, I contribute only a small portion 

of what makes worship. 

At our Annual Meeting, there was a motion to look at our worship schedule. To particularly consider 

if having just one service is a possibility. Historically churches who choose to reduce worship service 

times tend to lose overall attendance. 

We have set-up a task to review and prioritize the many aspects of what such a change to our 

worship life might entail, which would include changes with Sunday School and the Choir. One of the 

concerns raised is the lack of volunteers for needed roles within worship such as altar guild set-up, 

assisting ministers, and ushers. We have many folks who are scheduled quite often and 

encouraging more participation is a must for us to continue our current worship schedule. The Task 

Forces first concern is looking at how we can increase volunteerism by making our worship 

experience more accessible while remaining true to our Lutheran Worship heritage. 

In an effort to make sure everyone is informed and involved, we will have as many opportunities to 

offer instruction and discussion on the essentials of worship. Please keep an eye out for these 

opportunities. These will include discussions after worship services, Articles in the grapevine, a 

survey. Please feel free to talk to me directly if you have a concern. 

In all our discussion about worship, we must keep our focused our mission here at CLC. “To Know 

Christ and Make Christ Known.” Keep this focus in your prayers as we discern and work together. 
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Community Lutheran Church 
Frankford, DE 
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor 
Office (302) 732-1156 
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OFF THE TOP OF 

 MY HEAD!! 

 

I have a few things on the top of my head 
          this month. 
 

I hope you all have been praying for the  members of our 
congregation that you find in the Grapevine and our bulletin   
This month the topic is kindness.  Some  people would 
agree that it has somehow disappeared from the world we 
live in.   So it looks like it is up to us to spread the WORD! 
 

A FEW WORDS ABOUT KINDNESS 

Be  kind to one another, tenderhearted,  forgiving  one   
another, as God in Christ forgave you.  Love your enemies 
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return and 
your reward  will be great…..   Kindness is also a fruit of the 
Holy Spirit that works in us everyday for Christ’s sake.  The 

Bible always has the right answers. 

Last week our new Council was installed.  I hope you look 
upon the installation as a sign of their commitment  to CLC 
and you!  We want you to know who is in your corner to 

help you and our congregation . 

I want to thank the Council that is returning to serve again.  
Being part of  Council was new to most of them but they 
were awesome .  They gave a lot of time and effort to make 
sure every thing worked as it should.  I really appreciated 
their willingness to help.  I look forward to a new year with 

these great folks.. 

I will continue to head the group and Phyllis Dobson will  
continue to serve as Vice President.  Kathy Waluk will 
serve as Secretary.  We are happy that the Carroll’s have 
returned and as always they are ready to serve.  Pat 
McMullen and Bill Carroll are heading the Service team.   
Norma Rodney  and Pat Carroll are working on the Growth 
team.  Doug Fields is heading up Property  and John 
Douthwaite joins him on the Sustaining team.   But the truth 
is we are in this together!  This year we have more mem-
bers ,so we will be able to breathe a bit making everyone’s 
job easier.  We are still inviting interested members to help 
us, as it really helps to learn about being on Council before 

you have to lead.   

Jim Landis and Barb Bartges are in charge of our finances.  
They keep us all aware of what we can do as we make 

plans for the congregation . 

I ask you all to pray for Pastor Mark and your Council as we 
work together to KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE CHRIST 

KNOWN! 

At Council this week we discussed how the task force was 
doing…..  Truth is deadlines set by Council  for action have 
come and gone.  No  one  wants  to  take  leadership, as 
most feel uncomfortable about altering the 8 A.M. service.  
I hear the complaints that getting volunteers is an issue…..    
But, I feel we are “throwing  the  baby out with the bath 
water.“   We need to stop and think how we can address 
the problems so they are solved.  We may have to ask the  
Worship and Music team to look at new ways of having 
that service work.  We may invite 8 A.M. worshipers to help 
so we can continue to offer the entire  service.   We need 
to ask our pastor for ideas  to bring this to closure.   Some 
members  have shared that cancelling a service is not 
healthy for a church – members will leave as this is a more 

convenient time for them to worship.  

Council voted to proceed, asking Sophia Riehl of Resource 
Management to facilitate and bring these groups together .  
I pray that once  the  task force  meets  they  will find a 
solution.  If anyone is interested in serving on the Task 

Force, contact Sophia, myself or Phyllis Dobson 

Thanks for the opportunity to comment. 

Cathy Kunst 

 

FEBRUARY PRAYER FAMILIES 

THEME :   Kindness  

VERSE :  Proverbs 12:25. An anxious heart 
weighs a man down,  but a kind word cheers him! 

Families for February: 

Bob & Sally Druckenmiller 

Debby Dudley 

Don & Louise Egan 

Doris Egbert 

Mary Ellen Engler 

Robert & Mary Fern 

Doug &  Karlyn  Fields 

Larry & Melinda Forster 

Jim Gelato 

Kay Gooden 

Fred & Lori Haas and family 

Robert & Gloria Hagelstein 

Anne Hanna 

Scott Hanna 

Geoffrey & Stephanie Gray 

Please add others you wish to pray for ……. 

I thank God for all of you! 



 

 

 

 

 

“Time & Talent Sunday” 

Giving to Community Lutheran includes 
serving (giving of time and talents) and 
financial offerings  (giving  of  gifts  of  
money or goods.)   February 3

rd
 is 

“Time and Talent Sunday” at CLC.  The 
Stewardship Team is hosting a coffee  
hour  after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
services.  Representatives from different 
ministry teams and committees will be 
available to answer questions and give 
information about the many service op-
portunities at Community.  You are need-
ed.  Our small congregation does big 
ministry and many hands lighten the work 
load of doing the tasks required.  The 
“Time and Talent Survey” has been up-
dated for 2019 and this requires that all 
members (and friends) complete a new 
Survey.”   If you are unable to attend the 
worship on Feb. 3, copies of the “Time 
and Talent Survey” are available in the 
narthex.  Return your completed survey 
to the church  office  or place it in the 
basket in the Narthex.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Kick-off for CLC’s Silver Jubilee: 

Leaving  a  Legacy  for  the  Next  

Generation” - Come to Lunch 

Plan to attend the luncheon, “Kick-off 
for CLC’s Silver Jubilee: Leaving a 
Legacy for the Next Generation” on 
Feb 10th, following the 10:30 a.m. wor-
ship service.  September 2020 marks the 
25

th
 Anniversary of Community Lutheran.  

Ministry at the crossroads started with a 
dream and great faith.  As we approach 
our 25

th
 year, we have the opportunity to 

expand the hope of continued ministry by 
preparing to leave a financial legacy that 
will insure continuing our participation in 
God’s  mission  through  Community   
Lutheran.  The ELCA provides a wonder-
ful resource of ‘Gift Planning.”  Yvonne 
Lembo  is the ELCA’s Regional Gift Plan-
ner for our synod.  She is providing a 
lunch and Gift  Planning  Workshop to 
encourage CLC to intentionally establish 
a guaranteed financial stability for contin-
ued ministry for the next 25 years and 
beyond.  There is no cost to you, and 
Yvonne is not selling a product nor ask-
ing you to buy into a plan.  Rather, 
Yvonne brings an inspiring message on 
how  we can plan for a stable financial 
future.  Come, eat, listen and learn.   
CLC’s Mission Endowment Board and 
Stewardship Team are sponsoring this 
event.   

Please, sign up to attend.  A sign-up 
sheet is on the bulletin board in Lu-
ther Hall.  A final count is needed by 
Feb 4th.  



 

 

 

Upcoming Events:  
 

 

 

 

February 3, Time & Talent Sunday.  First-Sunday 
coffee hour after both services.  

February 10, Silver Jubilee Kick-Off with a presenta-
tion by Yvonne Jones Lembo, Regional Gift Planner, 
DE-MD-Metro DC, Lutheran Development Alliance. 
Lunch is provided compliments of LDA. 

February 17, Pastor Gordon Simmons will join us 
and preach. Pastor Simmons is the Public Advocacy 
Representative for the DE-MD Synod. 

February 24,  Baptism  of  Norah  Grace  Molter. 
Reception to follow in Luther Hall. Please note 
there will be only one service this day at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Planning in Advance 

March 6 is Ash Wednesday. There will be a short 
service of the Word at noon and a 7 p.m. Service 
offered. 

March 10 is our first Open Forum of 2019.  Please 
note there is only one service this day at 10:30 a.m. 

Soup and Service Lenten Wednesdays begin March 
13 and continue through April 10.  We will gather 
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. for a meal, and service 
begins at 7 p.m.  The ONLY exception is March 20 
when we host Ministerium and gather at 12 Noon. 

 

Planning Way in Advance 

April Holy Week Services:  April 14 is Palm Sunday.  
Wednesday, April 17, there will be Guided Medita-
tion services at noon and again at 5:30.  Maundy 
Thursday there will be a 7 p.m. Liturgy with foot 
washing.  Good Friday Services are at noon and 
again at 7 p.m.  Easter is April 21. 

 

Congratulations to Incoming  

Council Members 

2019 Church Council CLC  

Ministry Assignments  

 

Cathy Kunst, President 

Pat McMullen and Bill Carroll, Helping  

Phyllis Dobson, Vice President  

Norma Rodney and Pat Carroll, Growing  

Kathy Waluk, Secretary 

Doug Fields and John Douthwaite, Sustaining  
 

Pastor Mark Molter  

Thanks to our “Voice-but-not-Vote” members 
who graciously agreed to continue in their roles 
for another year: Barbara Bartges, Financial 
Secretary, and Jim Landis, Treasurer. 

 

One-Service Sundays February 24  

and March 10, 2019 

We will have one service at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
February 24, for the Baptism of Norah Grace Molter 
who was born on November 30.  Bishop Gohl will be 
joining us; and a reception will follow in Luther Hall 
immediately after service. 

We  will  again have one service at 10:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 10, the date of our first Open Forum 
for  2019  with  a  light  lunch.  Open  Forums give 
opportunity for all to learn what’s going on with the 
budget, ministries, events and to ask questions.  
There is  no  voting  at  Open Forums; and all are 
welcomed to attend.  

 

Opportunities Abound to Serve:  

Upcoming Lenten Season 

Watch the bulletin board in Luther Hall for sign up 
sheets for 1) making soup and/or bringing bread for 
our Soup & Service Wednesdays; 2) serving as Usher 
or Greeter for Wednesday services; and 3) serving as 
Worship Assistants (Assisting Minister, Communion 
Assistant, Usher, Greeter, Altar Guild) during Holy 
Week.      Please prayerfully consider serving. 



Calling All Cooks to  

Feed God’s People!  

 
 

The Service Team, in partnership with House of 

Mercy, is providing 3 cooked meals every 

Thursday for delivery to the homeless. We thank 

all the volunteer cooks who provided meals in 

early May. A sign-up sheet is posted on the 

Luther Hall bulletin board with complete 

instructions for those who want to participate in 

this important church ministry. 

For additional information, please contact  

Dave Bartges  

(302-537-1236/ saltpond@verizon.net).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles 
and Weekly Bulletins 

 

Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and 
bulletins each week are available!   

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize 
or honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and 
flowers is $26 (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 
board in Luther Hall).  To pay for sponsorship, 
place your check or cash in an offering envelope 
and mark it with your name and “flowers”, 
“bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the offering 
plate.  

Please note we rely on sponsorship of these 
items.  If you don’t have a special person or 
event you wish to honor or memorialize, 
sponsorship can always be “To the Glory of 
God”. Please prayerfully consider 
sponsoring Altar flowers, candles and/or 
weekly bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry: The special request for  Laundry 

Detergent, Dish Soap, Toilet Paper, Toiletries 

(body soap, toothpaste, etc.)  (All may be 

purchased at the nearest Dollar Tree)   

A more complete list of needed pantry items is 

posted on the Pantry room door.  

Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich       

Coordinators  

Please keep Joan & Alan King    

   in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helping others is human nature.  It gives 

us a sense of purpose and makes us feel 

happier in general.  Numerous studies 

reveal a strong connection between 

volunteering and good health benefits, 

such as longer lives, higher functional 

ability, lower rates of depression and less 

incidence  of  heart  disease.   So why 

not improve your own health by helping 

others?  There are plenty of opportunities 

to help those  in  need  here  at  CLC.   

Do something good for others, and reap 

the benefits. 

Your Service Team 



FEBRUARY 2019 

Birthdays: 
Debby Hiob     1 

Judy Striebig     2 

Debby Koerner    3 

Bob Breinich   11 

Suzanne Schaeffer  13 

Leslie Rinker   14 

Nancy DeWeese  24 (90 Years Old) 

Bob Hagelstein  27 
 

 

Anniversaries: 

Patricia Baughman  14 

Dwight & Gail Smiley 14 

Carolyn & Bill Walton 15 

 

Feb.  2 Groundhog Day 

Feb. 16 Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 18 Presidents’ Day 

 

BIRTHSTONE:  AMETHYST 

 

FLOWER:  VIOLET 

 

 

 

Are you over 70 ½ and have one 

 or more IRAs? 

Then, of course, you have a RMW  

(Required Minimum Withdrawal) every year. 
 

Do you know that you can cover all or part of your 

contribution to CLC with the RMW and eliminate 

Federal tax on that amount? 

Do talk to your financial advisor, tax man or lawyer 

about using a (QCD) Qualified Charitable Distribution 

to move funds from your IRA to your favorite charity, 

which is of course CLC, tax free. 

Advice from the Finance Team 

Wanted: 
Photographers,  
Videographers  

and Computer Gurus! 
 

Please contact the Communications Team if you 
are  interested.  

(Lonnie Riley, Dave and Barb Bartges).   

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  December 31, 2018 

Budget      $197,429 

Actual Income     $193,849 

Actual Expenses    $194,449 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves    ($600) 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

Mortgage Reduction Information  

Congratulations CLC Members! In 2018, 

your contributions to our mortgage reduction 

program totaled $7,172.63. This equals just 

about 2¾ months of our mortgage principal 

reduction. As of the end of December, our 

mortgage balance broke the $100,000 mark, 

ending the year with a balance of $98,765.40! 

Just a final note: our 4th quarter donation to 

the reduction program was $2,805! Let’s keep 

up the great progress we are making.  

Bless you all!  



Monthly Dinner Group  

     Open to All 

 

On the fourth Thursday of each 
month, we gather at a local restaurant to share 
a meal (Dutch Treat) and enjoy good camara-
derie.  We always begin gathering for dinner at 
5 p.m., with the meal beginning at 5:30 p.m.   A 
different  restaurant is chosen monthly with info 
posted on the bulletin board in Luther Hall; no 
calls are made.   It’s  great  fun!   If  you  are         
interested  in coming,  contact Judy Striebig, 
302-541-0815, so  we’ll   know how  many  to 
expect when making reservations. Remember, 
you must phone to confirm your attendance.  

We are meeting for LUNCH THIS Thursday, 

January 24th, at 1:00 p.m. at Ropewalk.  

(107 Garfield Pkwy, Bethany Beach) 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Council Approves a CLC Gift Policy 
 

At the Retreat on November 17, 2018, Council approved a 
Gift Policy for CLC.  This  new  policy,  superseding all 
previous CLC policy on gifts, was developed using our 
2011 comprehensive  guide to  giving,  Our  Duty  and 
Delight, Opportunities to Magnify the Lord and sample 
policies from The Nonprofit Risk Management Center as 

guidance. 

The updated policy was thoroughly vetted among the 
Helping, Growing  and Sustaining Ministries, and their 
respective teams including the Finance and Stewardship 

Teams as well as the Endowment Board of Directors. 

Copies of this policy are available upon request. 

 

Clothing Closet Thriving 
 

As previously reported, CLC offers a Clothing Closet once 
a month in conjunction with the distribution of food from 

our Food Pantry.   

We are receiving like-new and gently-used donations that 
are fantastic and only request a good-faith donation from 
anyone taking clothes. Donations may be placed in a 

LOVE envelope marked ‘Clothing Closet’.  

MIND YOUR MENTAL  

EXERCISE 

 

In the same way we 

exercise our bodies 

to keep it healthy 

for the demands of life and ministry, we 

also can try these “exercises” to keep fit 

our emotional well-being. 

Adopt An Attitude of Gratitude 

Take time to count the many blessings 

from our Heavenly Father (actually, too 

many to count!)  “Every good gift is from 

above…”(James 1:17).  Psychologists 

suggest  ending  your  day  by  recalling 

three things for which you are grateful. 

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH 

=============================== 

God, bless our churches with the fruits of 

the spirit and the ability to practice 

 faithful disciplines. 

Gal.  5:22-23 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Updating Our CLC Church Directory 

Please continue to report any changes or 

corrections to our Office Team as changes 

will be made regularly and updates issued 

on a current basis.   Just place a note in the 

offering plate. 

When mailing letters:  If P.O. Box is listed 

don’t include the home address. 
 

New Phone Numbers for Breiners: 

Brenda:  302-260-0479 

Bob: 302-260-0242 

 


