
 

Dear Friends in Christ:   I am always amazed at how quickly time passes.  We have  started  Lent and  In  April  comes  Holy  Week 

and  Easter.   I wanted to offer some insight into Holy Week. Holy Week is a celebration and remembrance of Jesus’ Journey toward 

the Cross. 

Holy week begins on April 14th this year. Palm Sunday. We read a processional Gospel of Jesus entering into Jerusalem riding on a 

donkey. While Jesus had been to Jerusalem many times in his life, this time it was different for Jesus. His Arrival this time was meant 

to fulfill scripture and brought attention to his teachings in a new way. Much like candidates throwing their hat in the ring for a political 

race. Jesus triumphant arrival makes a statement. While our church reads just the Jesus arrival in Jerusalem, many Churches have 

the practice of reading the whole Passion of Christ on the Sunday before Easter. 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday don't have any particular significance in the church, but some churches read various passages 

related to Jesus foreshadowing the events of Good Friday. Community will have a time of open prayer on Wednesday from Noon to 5 

with some readings and guided reflections at the beginning of the hour. 

Maundy Thursday we celebrate the lasting gathering of Jesus with his disciples. We wash our feet as a sign of humility and imitation 

of Christ. After the Eucharist, the washing of feet is one of the oldest rituals we have as Christians. 

We celebrate the Eucharist or Communion as Jesus tells us to remember him. The events of the Last Supper are recorded as 

happening around the time of the Passover meal. We must note that the modern Jewish Seder began after Jerusalem and the 

Temple were destroyed in 70AD. The Passover meal Jesus and his disciples celebrated may have been similar to the contemporary 

seder, but as Christians, we have a tradition the Eucharist. While informative to our own faith, the Seder is strictly a Jewish tradition. 

The Maundy Thursday Service often concludes with a stripping of the Altar to remember the burial of Jesus. 

People often wonder why we call the day we remember Jesus' death on the Cross "Good" Friday. It is because we have hope in the 

Resurrection. Of course, to have resurrection, death needs to happen first. 

Our Tradition at Community has been to read the Passion Narrative. On Sundays, we often only read snippets of the Gospel. Good 

Friday is one of the few times we read through a large portion of the Gospels and get to hear the story of Jesus fully. Jesus journey to 

the cross is long and arduous. I urge to you listen carefully to what happens to Jesus. We often are quick to go from the Cross to 

Easter Sunday, but Good Friday intentional makes us journey with Jesus toward the cross and makes us listen and know Jesus' 

death intimately. That Jesus suffered and died for our sin. Because of this, The hope of Resurrection is all the more joyous and 

hopeful when we experience it on Easter Sunday.  

May your Holy Week be truly Holy and Transformative. 

Rev. Mark D. Molter, n/OLF 
Community Lutheran Church 
Frankford, DE 
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor 
Office (302) 732-1156 
Cell (540) 226-6444 
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OFF THE TOP OF 

 MY HEAD!! 

Some dear friends visited me last sum-
mer.  We had such fun laughing,  going 
to the beach, remembering our time 

teaching together almost 30 years ago. 

We also shared the concerns we had about aging parents.   
A month later, Karen’s dad passed away and a week later, 
Kathy’s  mom died.  We all reached out to our friends trying 
to provide some comfort,  support, and hope for brighter 

days ahead. 

This Lenten season, Karen put  on Facebook a reading that 
she was  sharing with her mom in Phoenix, Arizona – far 
from Pittsburgh.  I saw the reading as did my friend Kathy.  
We were both touched by the reading from a book called  
Jesus Calling  by Sarah Young.  The grief of the last year 
coupled with Christ’s journey to the cross was powerful.  
Kathy and I unknowingly  ordered the book and are now 
reading each day with Karen and her mom.  The idea of 
sharing Lenten devotions with my friends and Karen’s mom 
is so special.  I pray  they feel the love and hope we have 

for them by reading God’s Word together. 

Today’s reading is  “ Trust Me one day at a time “.  The 
idea is   “ This keeps you close to God’s Word and in His 
Presence .  Tomorrow is busy worrying about itself;  don’t 

get  tangled up in its web !” 

I think that’s what I’ll give up for Lent…..worrying.  I’ll be 
just  trusting in God’s Word and in Jesus’s journey to the 

cross to save me and all of you ! 

Alleluia! 

Cathy 

 

CARING FOR OUR CONGREGATION –  
HOMEBOUND – These folks are members that 
are not able to attend services with us for an ex-
tended period of time due to illness or physical is-
sues.   Could you send a card or give them a call 
to let them know they are missed?  They could use 
a friendly hello or a kind word.  Check your church 
directory for addresses and phone numbers/email. 

Anne Hanna  Ed & Bev Jefferies 
Kay Gooden  Spread the Love, 
Richard Riehl Cathy Kunst 
Nancy Ritenour  

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL PRAYER FAMILIES 

THEME :   HEALING 

VERSE :  Psalm 103:2-3. Let all that I am 
praise the Lord,   May I never forget the good 
things he does for me.  He forgives all my sins 
and heals all my diseases. 

And another from Isaiah 53:5.  He was 
pierced for our rebellion,  crushed for our 
sins.  He was beaten so we could be whole.  
He was whipped so we could be healed. 

FAMILIES FOR APRIL  

Jack & Eileen Magar 

Judy Martin 

Pat McMullen 

Julia McMullen 

George McMullen 

Cheryl Mezzaroba 

Pastor Mark & Caitlin Molter 

Gordon Naar  

Hans & Judy Neas 

Bob& Betty Novotny 

Tom & Lynda Osterman 

Dean & Pam Pederson 

David & Susan Pittinger 

Please add others you wish to pray 
for….   The family of Dick Kauffman 
 

Praying for all    Cathy Kunst 



Upcoming Events:  
 

March 24, training for all serving or 
who would like to serve as   Assist-
ing  Minister   or Communion Assis-
tant is offered after both  services. 

April 14 is Palm Sunday, beginning Holy Week.  
There will be services on Wednesday, April 17 
at noon and 5:30 p.m. with guided  meditation;  
Maundy  Thursday service at 7 p.m. with foot 
washing; and Good Friday services, April 1 at 
12 noon and 7 p.m.   

Easter Sunday  is April 21 with two services at 
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  
 

Planning Waaaaay in Advance! 

There is a Silver Jubilee Committee meeting 
tentatively planned for this October 2, 2019 at 
11:30 a.m.   Community celebrates 25 years 
together as church in 2020!  See separate arti-
cle.  All are welcomed to participate.  Sign-up 
sheet in Luther Hall. 
 

Opportunities Abound to Serve:  

Upcoming Lenten Season 
 

There are still opportunities to serve this Lenten 
Season by making soup and/or bringing bread 
for our Soup & Service Wednesdays, serving 
as Usher or Greeter for Wednesday services; 
and serving as Worship Assistants (Assisting 
Minister, Communion Assistant, Usher, Greet-
er, Altar Guild) during Holy Week. We particu-
larly need Ushers for Maundy Thursday.  
 

Please prayerfully consider serving and contact 
Bev Stalnaker for serving as Greeter or on Altar 
Guild,  or  contact Dick Riehl for serving as 
Usher.  Thank you. 

Thank You Readers for  

Wednesday Lenten Services 
 

Thanks to all who signed up to be readers at 
our Wednesday Lenten services.  Our remain-
ing lessons include 3/27, Jesus changes water 
into wine (taste) John 2:1-10; 4/3, Jesus says 
the dead will hear (hearing) John 5:25-29; and 
4/10, Jesus anointed with perfume (smell) John 
12:1-3. 

A Huge THANK YOU  

From Hospitality & Fellowship 
 

Many, many thanks to all disciples who have 
generously given their time to make soup and/or 
bring bread to our Lenten Soup & Service 
Wednesdays and also to those who help set up 
and clean up!  The H&F Team could not accom-
plish all that they do without the help of all who 
‘throw their hat in the ring’.  Again, many thanks. 
 

Worship Assistants Needed! 
 

The  list of  disciples  willing and able to serve as 
a worship assistant for BOTH our 8:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. services (Greeter, Usher, Assisting 
Minister, Communion Assistant, and on Altar 
Guild) is getting shorter.  This puts a strain on 
those who do step forward to serve since the 
shorter the list, the more those serving will 
serve.   When more disciples participate, ser-
vices could be needed as little as once a month 
instead of on a more frequent basis. 
 

Duties are  simple and training was provided, 
after both services for those currently serving 
and those who would like to serve, on March 3 
for Altar Guild and March 17 for Ushers and 
Greeters.  Unfortunately, few, if any, disciples 
stepped forward.  Many, many thanks to those 
who did attend training and who are willing to 
serve.  If you wanted to attend training but the 
date was inconvenient, copies of duties and re-
sponsibilities for all tasks are available in the 
Narthex. 
 

Training will be provided on March 24, after both 
services, for those serving – or who would like to 
serve - as Assisting Ministers and Communion 
Assistants.   
 

If you are interested in serving in any capacity, 
please let anyone on Council know of your inter-
est to serve, or contact Sandy Wachter-Myer if 
interested in serving as Assisting Minister, Com-
munion Assistant (for both 8 and 10:30 am ser-
vices), and Greeter/Usher (for 8 am); contact 
Dick Riehl  if  interested  in serving as Usher for 
10:30 am; contact Bev Stalnaker if interested in 
serving as Greeter (10:30 am) or on Altar Guild.  
Training will be provided. 



 
 

 

 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers, Candles 
and Weekly Bulletins 

 

Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and 
bulletins each week are available!   

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to memorialize 
or honor a loved one or event.  The cost for 
sponsoring bulletins/candles is $5 each; and 
flowers is $26 (sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 
board in Luther Hall).  To pay for sponsorship, 
place your check or cash in an offering envelope 
and mark it with your name and “flowers”, 
“bulletin”, or “candle” and place in the offering 
plate.  

Please note we rely on sponsorship of these 
items.  If you don’t have a special person or 
event you wish to honor or memorialize, 
sponsorship can always be “To the Glory of 
God”. Please prayerfully consider 
sponsoring Altar flowers, candles and/or 
weekly bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  February 28, 2019 

Budget      $34,538 

Actual Income     $29,399 

Actual Expenses    $33,365 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves  ($3.966) 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

Stories From The Closet: 

In the summer of 2018 a young pregnant 

woman, her husband and her two sons visited 

our clothing closet.  She was looking for gently 

used baby clothes for her soon to be born baby 

girl.  Bill and I happened to be working in the 

closet when this family came in.  We were able 

to provide this family with three very large bags 

of clothing, not only for the soon to be born baby 

girl but also for her two sons.  During our search 

for clothing, this family expressed how grateful 

they were for the help we were giving them.  

Kind words, good wishes and thank you were 

exchanged as they left the closet. 

Often new baby clothes come into the closet.  

There clothes are shared with our newest 

partners at Shirley Grace Pregnancy Center. 

Christmas time 2018 found one of our Food 

Pantry workers escorting a pantry client to the 

clothing closet.  This client was so happy to find 

lots of needed clothing for her children and 

expressed her happiness at providing some 

Christmas gifts for her children.  She left the 

closet with many thanks and tears in her eyes. 

Our final story finds one of our congregational 

members taking a woman back to the clothing 

closet.  This woman was looking for a dress she 

could wear to church.  Together, our church 

member and this woman found the perfect outfit 

for church.  Shoes were also needed, our church 

member sent to her own closet and provided this 

woman with a pair of shoes the very next day. 

 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY: 

Sometimes were are so busy adding up our 

troubles that we forget to count our blessings. 

Pat Carroll, Service Team 



 

Monthly Dinner Group  

      Open to All 

 

Interested  in  coming,  contact   Judy Striebig,               
302-541-0815, so  we’ll   know how  many  to 
expect when making reservations. Remember, 
you must phone to confirm your attendance.  

Our March event is scheduled for March 28, 
1:00 p.m., at the Bethany Diner on Rt. 26, 
across from Grotto in Delaware.  

Our April event is scheduled for April 25. Watch 
the Sunday Bulletin Inserts for time and place. 

 

FOOD PANTRY/CLOTHING CLOSET 

The Service Team is partnering with our 

Food Pantry.  Because you care, Service is 

able to offer new and gently used clothing 

(adult & children) to our Food Pantry clients.  

This clothing closet is a Hugh success, offering 

warm coats, hats, mittens to all in need at no 

charge to any client. 

All are welcome to this closet – friends, neigh-

bors, CLC members.  Come see what this 

clothing closet has to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

WE NEED YOUR UNUSED EYEGLASSES 

In a few days there will be something new on 
the donation counter in Luther Hall.  It’s a small 
box placed there by Lord Baltimore Lions Club.  
For decades Lions Clubs nationwide have sup-
ported sight.  The unused eyeglasses that you 
put in box will be sent to countries in the world 
which have no eye exams  Adults and children 
can get glasses that help them see better and 
improve lives.  Eyeglasses must be whole and 
not terribly scratched.  Children’s glasses and 
sunglasses are welcome.  Thank you so much 
for your help 

For more info ask Joan King. 

 

 

MIND YOUR MENTAL  

EXERCISE 

 

In the same way we 

exercise our bodies to keep it healthy for 

the demands of life and ministry, we also 

can try these “exercises” to keep fit our 

emotional well-being. 

MIX IT UP 

Repetitive actions where we don’t have to think 

about them means we aren’t exercising our 

brain.  Take a different route to work, prepare a 

new recipe, use chopsticks; or brush your teeth 

with your non-dominant hand. 

 

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH 

=============================== 

God, raise up laity who will visit members 

who are sick, hospitalized, or in nursing 

homes. 

Matt. 25:36 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updating Our CLC Church Directory 

Please continue to report any changes or 

corrections to our Office Team as changes 

will be made regularly and updates issued 

on a current basis.   Just place a note in the 

offering plate. 

 



APRIL  2019 

Birthdays: 
Gunnar Haas    5 

Cathy Kunst    9 

Scot Hanna  16 

Ann Scott  16 

Susan Pittinger 22 

Lonnie Riley  26 
 

 

 

Anniversaries:   

Ted & Linda Byram    17 

Bob & Char Jordan    19 

Wally & Janet Shifflett  24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Diamond       Sweet Pea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOTHING OUR KIDS 
 

On behalf  of  Clothing  Our  Kids  and  

myself, I thank all those who generously 

donated toiletries for the children. 

Thank You,  

Judy Martin, COK Volunteer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortgage Reduction Fund 
 

Community will celebrate her 25
th
 Anniversary in 

September 2020.  Wouldn’t it be great if we 
could also celebrate with a mortgage pay off!!  
 

A huge THANK YOU to all participating in this 
program.  Equally huge THANK YOU to all who 
consistently provide for Community with their 
time, talents and treasures! 

 

In September 2020, CLC will be celebrating her 
Silver Jubilee – 25 years since coming together 
as a church.  Council has approved the for-
mation of a Silver Jubilee Committee to make 
arrangements for this festive occasion.  All are 
welcomed to participate.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board in Luther Hall for an-
yone who’d like to be part of the planning of this 
big event.  There will be one brief meeting tenta-
tively planned for October 2, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. 
where ideas will be shared and preliminary plans 
for meetings beginning in 2020 will be made.  

 

 

 

 

Hymnal Dedications 
 

After a record-breaking attendance on Christ-
mas Eve, it became quickly evident that we 
needed more Hymnals.  Twenty-five Hymnals 
have been purchased and are available for dedi-
cation.  If you would like to have a Hymnal dedi-
cated in memory or in honor of a loved one, 
make your check payable to CLC in the amount 
of $25 and place in a ‘Love’ envelope clearly 
marked “Hymnal Dedication” and indicate the 
name(s) of the individual(s) you want to memori-
alize or honor.  Place envelop in offering plate. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DEACONS’ TABLE 
 
Dear CLC Family, 
 

     To live a life of loving communion with the 

Holy Spirit is one of the most courageous emo-

tional  and  moral commitments we can make.  

I identify  this commitment  as  courageous  

because of the current times in which we live.  

It is a time where faith and spiritual realities are 

disparaged as true knowledge in favor of self-

satisfaction. 
 

     Remaining with God in such an age is a 

struggle, but we also struggle to remain with 

God because of our own weaknesses.  These 

weaknesses make it easer to drift away from a 

habit of prayer.  When we notice our prayer 

lives faltering, it is best to ask for the grace to 

become available to God once again. To love 

God is to be in communion, and God’s love as 

communion is not an achievement of ours; it is 

Grace bestowed upon us. 
 

     Prayer is completely private, within which 

we can tell God anything, everything.  Nothing 

should be withheld as we reveal ourselves to 

Love itself.  This self-revelation in prayer is 

what binds us in our communion with God.  

One  can  confidently  say that prayer is the 

safest emotional place on earth.  In prayer we 

can receive truths about ourselves while at the 

same time welcoming the truth of God’s uncon-

ditional love.  When we realize that God meets 

us where we are, we also realize that wherever 

we are is a place to meet God. 

 
With gratitude, 

Jim Gelato, OSSD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD PANTRY:   

This time of year the Pantry experiences a 

shortfall of needed food items, and as a result 

the Pantry will only service our clients on Tues-

days from 10: a.m. to 12 Noon until further no-

tice.  In order to have an adequate food supply, 

the Pantry is asking that the church family bring 

in 2 items (canned goods, fresh meats and/or 

laundry ];dish detergents) each Sunday to in-

crease the Pantry stock.  Monetary donations 

are also greatly appreciated.  A complete list of 

recommended pantry items is posted on the 

Pantry room door. 

Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich  

      Coordinators  

 

 

 

 

IN THE WORDS OF POPE 

FRANCIS 
 

• Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

• Fast from sadness and  be filled with grati-

tude. 

• Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

• Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

• Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

• Fast from complaints and contemplate      

simplicity. 

• Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

• Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with 

joy. 

• Fast from selfishness and be compassionate 

to others. 

• Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

• Fast from words and be silent so you can  

listen. 



 
 
 
 
 
TAXES…TAXES…TAXES…IT MUST BE APRIL! 
 
     One of the realities in Delaware is that the legislators know that people don’t like to pay taxes. They’ve constructed a 

system that is intended to keep resident taxes low. This is done in part by getting others to pay our taxes for us! Nearly a 

million corporations are incorporated in the state – because of low taxes, friendly courts and government. Although these 

companies’ taxes may seem low to them, in total they represent a huge tax savings for Delaware residents. Even the tolls 

are constructed to get out-of-staters to pay more: when they come on the weekends, the tolls are $3. During the week, 

residents pay only $1. 

     Delaware residents aren’t unique. Most Americans don’t like taxes. The anti-tax attitudes go back to at least 1773, 

when colonists dumped 342 chests of tea into the Bay outside Boston rather than pay the tax.  Historians have argued 

that the tax was not unfair – it was to be used to defend the colonists on the frontier from Indian attacks – but the Bostoni-

ans felt strongly enough about it that they committed an act of civil disobedience. In 1794 farmers and distillers in Western 

Pennsylvania rioted over a tax on their whiskey, and President Washington had to send troops to quiet them down. 

    Delaware’s Constitution requires that any tax or fee increase must pass both houses of the Legislature by a 3/5 vote. 

     With no sales tax and with property taxes reserved for counties and municipalities, Delaware’s primary source of in-

come from residents is from the income tax. The tax rate begins at 0% and increases to 4.9% up to 60,000 of “taxable 

income” (which is often much less than one’s real income). After that, the rate is 6.6%. (There is a proposal before the 

Legislature to increase that percentage a little after the taxable income reaches $125,000.) 

     What does the tax money go for? About 1/3 goes to pay for education. More than ¼ goes to health and social ser-

vices. There’s also the state police, the prisons, road maintenance, state parks, and of course the salaries of state work-

ers. 

     One day someone asked Jesus if it was right to pay taxes to the Roman Emperor. It a loaded question.  Everyone hat-

ed the Roman Empire and they sure didn’t like paying their taxes. You probably remember Jesus’ reply: “Render to Cae-

sar the things that are Caesar’s…”  (Matthew 22:21) Over the years Christians have learned that paying taxes is just a 

way of caring for the communities in which we live. It may not always be pleasant, but it’s one of the ways in which we join 

together with others to do the public things we could never do ourselves.  

 

LUTHERAN LEGISLATIVE DAY PLANNED FOR JUNE 8.  The Delaware Lutheran Office for Public Policy will be 

holding at a “Lutheran Day at the Capitol” St. Andrew’s Church in Dover on Saturday, June 8 from 10:00-2:00.  

Lunch will be provided.  (Free will offering.) This will be an opportunity for you to learn more about Lutheran ad-

vocacy efforts and to hear from some of our state legislators.  More details to follow, but you can register now by 

email:  delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com. 

   --Gordon Simmons, DE Lutheran Public Policy Officer 
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