
 

Dear Friends in Christ:    
 

The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) is one of the best-known Post-Resurrection stories from the Gospels. As we 

continue in the Season of Easter, we continue to make sense of what it means the Christ is Risen.  

On the Road, Two disciples who are still baffled and confused by how quickly Jesus was caught up in scandal, executed 

and apparently rose from the dead. I would be hard pressed to comprehend what all took place. In their confusion, Jesus 

shows up and points them to the bigger picture. We often get so focused on our immediate circumstances we lose sight of 

what God has done and what God is doing. In the coming weeks take a moment to lift up your head from current 

circumstances and allow God to paint a bigger picture. 

In this story, we are also reminded that God promises to show up. They didn’t notice Jesus as he quietly listened and then 

spoke words of hope and compassion. They noticed Jesus when he broke bread with them. What are those moments in 

your life in which God is revealed? Sometimes I see God revealed in a kind word from a stranger, a note from an old friend 

when I’m feeling down, or just playing with my daughter who is the embodiment of wonder. I also know as Lutherans, we 

have faith that God shows up at the Communion Table every Sunday. We know that God shows up in the water and the 

word at Baptism. Martin Luther reminds us to remember our Baptism when we wash our face or take a show. Christ’s love 

is there. 

Among the many things that Resurrection teaches us, it is that Christ is always with us. As Romans 8:38-39 assures us 

“ For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Read the Road to Emmaus Story. What do you see? How do you live in Christ’s Love every day? How can you show and 

remind others of this love? That is the Good News. 
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To the dear ones who are  experiencing their first, or fifth or twenty-fifth Easter missing beloved 
parents, spouses, children, friends and family, to those who are experiencing  the loss of work or 
security, who know the grief of which the scripture speaks today, it is no idle tale, the stone is rolled 
away, Jesus is risen and you will rise, too. 
 
To the dear ones whose spouses have not kept their promises, even as you have kept yours; whose 
children or grandchildren are far off, whose relationships have been less than what you hoped for, 
prayed for or expected, it is no idle tale, the stone is rolled away, Jesus is risen and you will rise, 
too. 
 
To  the  dear  ones  who are  burdened by  stress at  work, stress at  home, debt, addiction, bad 
decisions, whose bodies betray them –  or who watch sadly as a  loved one’s  body runs down and 
out, it is no idle tale, the stone is rolled away, Jesus is risen and you will rise, too. 
 
To the dear ones who have experienced casual prejudice, overt racism, the trauma of sexual assault 
and abuse, whose love has been run down with loose words and cheap criticism; to those who have 
been hurt by the church, it is no idle tale, the stone is rolled away, Jesus is risen and you will rise, 
too. 
 
Easter is the healing promise, the hope that God gives. Let Easter be about resurrection from the 
burdens that we  bear  and the struggles  that threaten  to  overcome  us. Whatever it is that is 
challenging your faith in our eternal, living and life-changing God – hear this good news, it is no idle 
tale, the stone is rolled away, Jesus is risen and you will rise, too.  

 

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr., Bishop 
Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA 

 
  
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they 
had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not 
find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember 
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, 
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and returning 
from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven  and to  all the r est.  Now it was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 
But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and 
ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went 
home, amazed at what had happened. –Luke 24:1-12  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=luther's+rose&id=45E98A89FA818978C621922EC30E9E2585D43DB4&FORM=IQFRBA


  OFF THE TOP 
 OF MY HEAD  

        By Cathy Kunst 

Every Easter season brings a vari-
ety of emotions to the surface for 
me.  I’ve had my birthday fall on 

Easter, of childhood memories of candy and Easter 
bonnets, and on another learned my mom had 
passed during the Easter sunrise. 

This year I spent Easter with my daughter and her 
family in Boston.  They attend a small ELCA church 
in the city.  People with all different backgrounds 
worshipping Christ together.   I always enjoy vis-
iting this very welcoming and inclusive church.  I 
love to see our daughter and her husband being 
active in their church and watching our grand-
daughter ‘s faith grow. 

But my favorite part of this Easter Service was the 
message.  Pastor Emily Hamilton began with the 
wonderful Gospel message of Easter. CHRIST IS RIS-
EN, HE IS RISEN INDEED!  But then began to talk 
about what it means to be risen!?  To many it 
means to be lifted up, raised from the dead, the old 
to the new – a change for the better.  

She then continued to share about a time she was 
teaching a Bible Study in a women’s correctional 
facility in New York as part of her seminary experi-
ence.  Pastor related the feeling  of being locked 
away with her fellow seminarians into the facility 
and being made to wait sometimes for hours be-
fore being able to meet with their students.  The 
loss of privilege and rights behind those walls was 
demoralizing.  Some of the women had lost every-
thing they had ever cared about, but after working 
with these young seminarians they had begun to 
see real hope.  The hope and promises of a risen 
Savior, one who cared and loved them no matter 
their status.  They began to rise! To be risen!  Go-
ing from the old feelings of hopelessness to a new 
feeling of rebirth! 

Pastor Emily recalled a woman named Judy who 
was patrolled during that time. Judy was rising 
from the dead of prison life to a new freedom and 
awareness of Christ in her life.  She spoke of how 
this impacted her life and commitment to Christ. 

Pastor ended her message by challenging the people 
in the pews including my family and myself. She en-
couraged us to change from the old to the new be-
cause of our realization of our new faith in Christ’s 
caring and love for us…to look for  instances of Christ  
working  in  our  lives…to be risen!   We can be lifted 
up and changed  for the better as we follow Christ.  
Which brings us to you….this Easter season , were 
you renewed by  the knowledge of having Christ in 
your life?  Were you risen? I hope you can say  “Yes , 
risen indeed “ !! 

 

 

MAY PRAYER FAMILIES 

THEME :   Rebirth.  

   HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY!  

 VERSE :  1 Peter 1:3.   

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.   In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the  resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. 

MAY PRAYER FAMILIES: 

Tom Richardson 
Richard & Linda Riehl 
Dick & Sophia Riehl 
Kathryn Riley 
Lou & Lonnie Riley 
Nancy Ritenour 
Norma Rodney 
Harry & Ruth Sacona 
Mark & Debbie Sanders 
Suzanne Schaeffer 
Gene & Connie Schaffner  
Richard Selby and family 
Wally and Janet Shifflett 
Lesley Shuey 
Rev. Kerry Shull & Bev Stalnaker 
 

Please feel free to add family and friends!    

Sophia Riehl and Chuck Levine had surgery 
this last week. 
 

Praying for all  - Cathy Kunst 

 



Upcoming Events:  
 

Sunday, May 5, Blessing of the 
quilts made by our CLC Quilters, the 
Loose Threads, which  will  also 
host our first-Sunday coffee hour 
this day. 

Sunday, May 12, Mother’s Day 

Thursday,  May 16  from  1-2 p.m.  at             
St.  Andrew’s in Dover, Synod presentation. 

Sunday, May 19, pulpit swap returns within the 
Southern Cluster.  On May 19, Pastor Mark will 
be  at St. Peter’s; and Pastor Frank  from       
St. Peter’s will be at Community to lead us in 
worship and preach.  

Planning Waaaaay in Advance! 

There is a Silver Jubilee Committee meeting 
tentatively planned for this October 2, 2019 at 
11:30 a.m.   Community celebrates 25 years 
together as church in 2020!   See  separate  
article.  All are welcomed to participate.  Sign-
up sheet in Luther Hall. 

Serving During the Lenten Season 

Thanks to everyone who participated in some 
way or another during the Lenten Season.  
Whether you brought soup, read the lessons 
during  Wednesday  services,  served  as a 
worship assistant (Assisting Minister, Commun-
ion Assistant, Usher, Greeter, or on Altar Guild) 
or read during Holy Week, your services were 
much appreciated. 

 

Council Approves a CLC Gift Policy 

At the Retreat on November 17, 2018, Council 
approved a Gift Policy for CLC.  This new poli-
cy, superseding all previous CLC policy on 
gifts, was developed using our 2011 compre-
hensive guide to giving, Our Duty and Delight, 
Opportunities to Magnify the Lord and sample 
policies from The Non-profit Risk Management 
Center as guidance. 

The updated policy was thoroughly vetted 
among the Helping, Growing and Sustaining 
Ministries, and their respective teams including 
the Finance and Stewardship Teams as well as 
the Endowment Board of Directors. 

Copies  of  this  policy  are  available    upon 
request. 

A Huge THANK YOU 

to the Hospitality & Fellowship Team 
 

Last month, the Hospitality & Fellowship Team 
extended many, many thanks to all disciples 
who have generously given their time to make 
soup and/or bring bread to our Lenten Soup & 
Service Wednesdays and also to those who help  
set  up  and clean up!  The H&F Team noted 
they could not accomplish all that they do with-
out the help of all who ‘throw their hat in the 
ring’.   

Now it’s thanks to the Hospitality & Fellowship 
Team for coordinating all Lenten Wednesday 
meals and assuring all was set up and cleaned 
up.  Thanks, too, to Hospitality & Fellowship for 
again hosting the Choir and Worship Assistants 
Easter breakfast.  Easter Sunday is one Sunday 
when the Choir sings at both the 8 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. services. 

 

Worship Assistants Needed! 
 

The list of disciples willing and able to serve as a 
worship assistant for BOTH services (Greeter, 
Usher, Assisting Minister, Communion Assistant, 
and on Altar Guild) is getting shorter.  This puts 
a strain on those who do step forward to serve 
since the shorter the list, the more those serving 
will serve.   When more disciples participate, 
services could be needed as little as once a 
month instead of on a more frequent basis. 

Duties are simple and training was provided in 
March, after both services for those currently 
serving and those who would like to serve.  
Many, many thanks to those who did attend 
training and who are willing to serve.  If you 
wanted  to  attend  training  but  the date was 
inconvenient, copies of duties and responsibili-
ties for all tasks are available in the Narthex. 

If you are interested in serving in any capacity, 
please let anyone on Council know of your inter-
est to serve, or contact Sandy Wachter-Myer if 
interested in serving as Assisting Minister, Com-
munion  Assistant  (for both services), and 
Greeter/Usher (for 8 am); contact Dick Riehl if 
interested in serving as Usher for 10:30 am; 
contact Bev Stalnaker if interested in serving as 
Greeter (10:30 am) or on Altar Guild.  Training 
will be provided. 



 
 

 

 

Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Candles and 
Bulletin Dedications 

 

Please consider honoring or remembering a 

loved one, or celebrate a special event, by 

dedicating  Flowers ($26 for 2, $13 for 1), the 

Sanctuary Candle ($5) and/or a Bulletin ($5).  

Sign up sheets are posted on the Narthex 

bulletin board, along with the Dedication Order 

Form (found on Narthex counter).  Please 

complete the form to ensure your dedications 

are complete and accurate and place it in and 

your payment in the envelope supplied in the 

Offering plate or submit to the Church Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  March 31, 2019 

Budget      $51,807 

Actual Income     $53,044 

Actual Expenses    $48,340 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves  ($4,704) 

Mortgage Balance                  $85,583.34 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

 

 

Update on Task Force 
Meetings 

 

Background discussion on the motion that led to 
the assignment of a special Task Force was 
covered in the last several Grapevine issues.  
The last Task Force meeting was held on 
Thursday, April 11 to discuss input received 
from the Questionnaire that was distributed in 
the March Grapevine and subsequent Sunday 
Bulletin inserts and next steps – what 
recommendations would be made to Council. 

We received a total of 51 respondents to the 
Questionnaire:  15 from the 8 a.m. and 36 from 
the 10:30 a.m. services. Attendees of both 
services liked the time – those attending at 8 
a.m. liked getting to worship early; and those 
attending at 10:30 a.m. liked the mid-morning 
timeframe and neither would switch on a 
permanent basis.   

Of those responding, disciples willing to serve at 
the 8 a.m. service included 6 as Usher/Greeter, 
4 as  Assisting  Minister/Communion Assistant, 
6 willing to read (but not necessarily serve as 
Assisting Minister) and 4 to serve on Alter Guild.  
For the 10:30 service, disciples willing to serve 
as Usher/Greeter totaled 19, as Assisting 
Minister/Communion Assistant totaled 10, those 
willing to read totaled 13 and 5 willing to serve 
on Altar Guild. 

Training sessions for all worship assistants were 
held last month.  If you are interested in serving 
but didn’t get to attend a training session or did 
not complete a questionnaire, copies of duties 
and responsibilities for worship assistant 
functions are on the table under the bulletin 
board in the Narthex.   

The Task Force came up with six 
recommendations to Council which will be 
presented for discussion and action at the next 
Council meeting on May 8 at 4 p.m.  

Questions, comments or suggestions can be 
directed to any of the Task Force members:  
Doug Hiob, Karlyn Fields, Norma Rodney, Tom 
Richardson, Cathy Kunst, Joan Hennessy, 
Pastor Mark, Kathy Waluk, Sandy Wachter-
Myers or Sophia Riehl.  No further meetings 
were scheduled. 



  

 

 

 

SERVICE TEAM NEWS 

What an awesome caring and sharing congre-
gation we have here at Community Lutheran. 

75 new and gently used books were collected 
for our Cops N’ Kids program.  As you know, 
these books will be distributed to police officers 
as they go  out on patrol. 

The Service Team is still looking for a new 
team leader.  No resume or physical needed.  
Only requirement is to attend one monthly 
meeting at 10:30 a.m. and prepare one team 
report to submit to Council. 

Summer will soon be upon us and Service has 
now placed all winter clothing in our storage 
shed.  Food Pantry clients will now be able to 
select summer clothing for both children and 
adults. 

Thought For Today 

Prayer always gets through to GOD 

No matter where a person might be. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WE NEED YOUR UNUSED EYEGLASSES 

In a few days there will be something new on 
the donation counter in Luther Hall.  It’s a small 
box placed there by Lord Baltimore Lions Club.  
For decades Lions Clubs nationwide have sup-
ported sight.  The unused eyeglasses that you 
put in box will be sent to countries in the world 
which have no eye exams  Adults and children 
can get glasses that help them see better and 
improve lives.  Eyeglasses must be whole and 
not terribly scratched.  Children’s glasses and 
sunglasses are welcome.  Thank you so much 
for your help 

For more info ask Joan King. 

 

MIND YOUR MENTAL  

EXERCISE 

 

In the same way we 

exercise our bodies to 

keep it healthy for the demands of life and minis-

try, we also can try these “exercises” to keep fit 

our emotional well-being. 

Sleep 

A lack  of  sleep  can  lead  to  mental  health 

aliments  such anxiety and depression.  The 

seven to eight hours of recommended sleep 

each night gives the brain a chance to recover 

and take on the new day. 

=============================== 

God, empower our church to help people 

study the Bible and apply its truths to 

their daily lives. 

Jos. 1:8 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Updating Our CLC Church  

Directory 

Please continue to report any 

changes or corrections to our 

Office Team as changes will be made regu-

larly and updates issued on a current basis.   

Just place a note in the offering plate. 

 

 

Monthly Dinner Group  

Open to All 

 

Interested  in  coming,  contact   Judy Striebig,               
302-541-0815, so  we’ll   know how  many  to 
expect when making reservations. Remember, 
you must phone to confirm your attendance.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear Women of CLC; Members and Friends, 
as well. 

Please plan to join with women from our Del-
marva Southern Cluster of the Delaware Mary-
land Synod on May 4.  The gathering is at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 12095 Blades Road, 
Cordova, MD.  The Rev. Bettye Wolinski, Assis-
tant to the Bishop, and serving as Pastor at 
Grace of God Lutheran Church in Millsboro, 
DE, is leading the program.  Lynette Todd, 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) Churchwide 
Board Member, will bring us greetings and 
share her experience at serving on the Church-
wide Board.  Registration will be from 9:30 - 
10:00 a.m. with coffee and sweets.  Lunch will 
be provided by the women of St. Paul and will 
be served following the meeting.  A basket will 
be available at the registration table if you  
would  like to make a donation to help with the 
cost of lunch.   

This is a wonderful opportunity to gather with 
other women from our sister congregations.  It 
will be nice to have a group attend from Com-
munity.  

Please call the church office if want to at-
tend.  Or, you may call Sandra Wachter-
Myers to get more information.  May 4     is 
quickly approaching, so respond soon. 

 

Providing Joy for Our Homebound 

Our Homebound members  would  love to 
hear from you! Please take a moment to let 
them know you are thinking of them.   A 
cheery card or phone call would really mean 
so much. … when you care for others, you 
care for Christ.   Cathy Kunst 

List the names : Anne Hanna,  Lee Driscoll,  
Richard Riehl, Ed and Bev Jeffries and Nancy 
Ritenour.. 

 

Phone Tree for 
CLC 

 

 

In an effort to keep in contact with all our 
members, even those who choose not to 
have an email address council has made a 
list of those members to be called when we 
need to inform them of  upcoming events,  
or cancellations.  I will start the phone chain 
by calling our volunteers – Barb Bartges Lin-
da Hinkelman  and Norma Rodney.   If you 
would like to be notified by phone instead 
of email, please contact the office so I can 
add you to the phone tree.   Cathy Kunst 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 

Subject: He is Risen indeed!  
 

Hold your head high, Christ has risen. 
Rejoice and shout, 
Christ has come calling us home. 
Home to the heart of God, 
Home to God’s living presence, 
Home to God’s banquet feast. 
 

Hold your head high, Christ has risen. 
Death has been conquered, 
Christ has come calling us home. 
All that was broken has been made 
whole, 
All that was dislocated has been set 
right, 
All that was oppressed has been set 
free. 
 

Hold your head high, Christ has risen, 
Bringing God’s healing, 
Christ has come calling us home. 
Redemption is complete, 
God’s eternal world has begun, 
Love reigns over all, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 



MAY 2019 

Birthdays: 
Louise Egan   3 

Andrea Booth  6 

Nancy Warner  7 

Pat Carroll   9 

Joan King   9 

Barb Levine  10 

Linda Byram  13 

Mark Sanders 16 

Craig Chatterton 19 

Bill Warner  25 

Geoffrey Gray 31 
 

 

Anniversaries:  

Bill & Pat Carroll    1 

Bill & Nancy Warner   7 

Mary & Robert Fern  12 

Greg & Leslie Rinker 14 

Doug & Debby Hiob  18 

Bob & Betty Novotny 26 

Jack & Eileen Magar 28  

 

 

 

 

 

 Emerald 

                             Lily of the Valley 

 

 

 

 

CLOTHING OUR 
KIDS 

 

 

On behalf  of  Clothing  Our  Kids  and  myself, 

I thank all those who generously donated toilet-

ries for the children.   Thank You,  

Judy Martin, COK Volunteer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortgage Reduction Fund 
 

Community will celebrate her 25
th
 Anniversary in 

September 2020.  Wouldn’t it be great if we 
could also celebrate with a mortgage pay off!!  

A huge THANK YOU to all participating in this 
program.  Equally huge THANK YOU to all who 
consistently provide for Community with their 
time, talents and treasures! 

In September 2020, CLC will be celebrating her 
Silver Jubilee – 25 years since coming together 
as a church.  Council has approved the for-
mation of a Silver Jubilee Committee to make 
arrangements for this festive occasion.  All are 
welcomed to participate.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board in Luther Hall for an-
yone who’d like to be part of the planning of this 
big event.  There will be one brief meeting tenta-
tively planned for October 2, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. 
where ideas will be shared and preliminary plans 
for meetings beginning in 2020 will be made.  

 

 

 

Hymnal Dedications 

 

After a record-breaking attendance on 
Christmas Eve, it became quickly evident 
that we needed more Hymnals.  Twenty-
five Hymnals have been purchased and 
are available for dedication.  If you would 
like to have a Hymnal dedicated in 
memory or in honor of a loved one, make 
your check payable to CLC in the amount 
of $25 and place in a ‘Love’ envelope 
clearly marked “Hymnal Dedication” and 
indicate the name(s) of the individual(s) 
you want to memorialize or honor.  Place 
envelop in offering plate. 

 



 

THE DEACON’S 

TABLE 
 
 
 

Dear CLC Family, 
 

I would like to share a reading from a sermon 

by St. Augustine.  Augustine writes, “Let us 

sing ‘Alleluia” here and now in this life, even 

though we are oppressed by various worries.” 
      
“In the middle of dangers and trials that beset 

us, we and all people must sing ‘Alleluia’, for 

as Paul says, ‘God is faithful and God will not 

let you be tempted beyond your strength.’  So 

then, we must sing ‘Alleluia’.  We may be sin-

ners but God is faithful.  And note, Scripture 

does not say, ‘God will not let you be tempted’, 

but rather, ‘God will not let you be tempted be-

yond your strength, but with the testing God 

will provide the way out so that you may be 

able to endure it’.  You are to be fired in the 

kiln of tribulation.  Thus when you enter temp-

tation, remember that God is faithful.  As the 

Psalmist says, ‘The Lord will preserve you 

coming in and going out.” - St. Augustine. 

 
With gratitude, 

Jim Gelato, OSSD 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Pam and Dean Pedersen 
and 

George McMullen 
(no relation to Pat or Julia McMullen) 

 
ALSO 

 Welcome newest Council member 
Linda Hinkelman 

 
 
 
 

FOOD PANTRY:   

This time of year the 

Pantry experiences a 

shortfall of needed food items, and as a result 

the Pantry will only service our clients on Tues-

days from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon until further 

notice.  In order to have an adequate food sup-

ply, the Pantry is asking that the church family 

bring in 2 items (canned goods, fresh meats 

and/or laundry ];dish detergents) each Sunday 

to increase the Pantry stock.  Monetary dona-

tions are also greatly appreciated.  A complete 

list of recommended pantry items is posted on 

the Pantry room door. 

Pat McMullen & Barbara Breinich  

      Coordinators  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silver Jubilee in 2020! 
 

In September 2020, CLC will be celebrat-
ing her Silver Jubilee – 25 years since 
coming together as a church.  Council 
has approved the formation of a Silver 
Jubilee Committee to make arrange-
ments for this festive occasion.  All are 
welcomed to participate.  There is a sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board in Luther 
Hall for everyone who’d like to be part of 
the planning of this big event.  There will 
be one brief meeting tentatively planned 
for October 2, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. where 
ideas will be shared and preliminary 
plans for meetings beginning in 2020 will 
be made.  



ISSUES ARE FLYING AROUND THE DELAWARE LEGISLATURE 

 
May and June are the months when things usually  heat up  at  the Delaware Legisla-
ture.  As of this writing, nearly 300 bills have been introduced.  Many will die in com-
mittee, some will be defeated in the House or the Senate, but some will become law. 
 
There are a number of proposals regarding ELECTIONS.  There will definitely be 
some changes in our voting procedures.  EARLY VOTING has already passed the 
House (34-6) and the Senate (16-5).  There will be at least one polling place in each 
county open 10 days before Election Day and you can vote there.  A bill to move the 
state’s PRIMARY ELECTIONS to coincide with national elections (in April) is likely to 
pass.  The House has already passed a Constitutional Amendment that would likely 
make ABSENTEE BALLOTS available without needing some “excuse” for not being 
present on election day. (There are several more steps over the next couple of years 
before this could become law.)  House Bill #39, from Representative Viola would al-
low for ELECTION DAY VOTER REGISTRATION.  It is out of committee and will be 
considered in the House.  I heard the State Election Officer say that she thinks polling 
places could handle this change, if it occurred, but that she thought it would have min-
imal effect because Delaware is already very aggressive about voter registration. 
Ninety per cent of voter registrations come through driver’s license registrations.   
 
In a related matter, Delaware has passed and the Governor has signed a bill which 
would cause THE STATE’S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS TO CAST THEIR BALLOTS 
FOR WHOEVER WON THE MAJORITY OF VOTES NATIONWIDE  if  other states 
totaling the majority 270 votes had agreed to do the same.  Despite Delaware’s vote, 
this is long ways from happening.  So far 189 votes have been committed, and it’s 
hard to tell where the other 91 votes will come from.  The ten “battleground” states 
have little interest in the proposal, because they are where the action is and they like 
it that way.  The other 40 states (like Delaware) really don’t have much to do with the 
Presidential election now –don’t expect the top candidates to do any campaigning 
here --  but that’s not likely to change anytime soon. 
 
If you have an opinion about these or other proposals, contact your legislators.  Don’t 
know who they are?  Just Google “DE Legislature” and you’re find a place where you 
can type in your address and you’ll find out. 
 
YOU CAN SIGN UP NOW FOR THE LUTHERAN LEGISLATIVE DAY PLANNED 

FOR JUNE 8.  The Delaware Lutheran Office for Public Policy will be holding at 

a “Lutheran Day at the Capitol” at St. Andrew’s Church in Dover on Saturday, 

June 8 from 10:00-2:00.  Lunch will be provided.  (Free will offering.) More de-

tails will be published soon, but now is a good time to register your intention to 

attend this important event.  Just e-mail:  delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com. 

    

 Gordon Simmons, DE Lutheran Public Policy Officer 

mailto:delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com

