
 

Making Sense of the Holy Spirit 

On Pentecost Sunday June 9th, we celebrate the Holy Spirit’s miraculous manifestation in the wind, tongues of fire and 

the disciples speaking many languages. What a dramatic scene to think about. If such a thing were to happen in our 

church today, we might be like those in the crowd and say, “they must be drunk or something.” 

We can become settled in our ways and our understanding of what God is doing. Other times I think we are waiting for 

a dramatic moment like this one in Acts. We can be resistant to the Holy Spirit with a sense of, we’ve done that before, 

or we can’t do that here. That’s crazy. 

One thing I know for certain is that the Holy Spirit is continually moving and being poured out upon God’s people if we 

just have pay attention. 

When we read the 3rd Article of the Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
We are invoking the Holy Spirit. The one who makes us a community of believers unites with all the saints past and 
present. We are claiming the power of forgiveness and resurrection. Woah! Martin Luther reminds just what this 
powerful gift is for us. 
 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the 
Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it 
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the 
sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all 
believers in Christ. 
This is most certainly true. 
 

The Holy Spirit gives us the wonderful gift of faith. We are also reminded of the many other gifts we are given. In our 
hymnals on pg. 231 these words are read to all being baptized: 

 Stir up in this person the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 

and might, the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord, the spirit of Joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
Rev. Mark D. Molter, n/OLF 
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This is my prayer for all of you. Take some time to read this prayer. Read it with your name in the prayer. These gifts 

have already been given TO YOU. If you feel like you don’t have them, pray for them again. God daily gives you what 

you need. Baptism is a wonderous and continuous gift. It more than just a sprinkling of water on your head. It is God’s 

promise being made to you through water and the word. It is the Holy Spirit poured out on you, forever!  You have 

gifts of wisdom and understanding, Counsel and strength, Joy in God’s presence. 

The Good News of Jesus and the wonderful Gifts of the Holy Spirit are intended for all people. Just as God made it pos-

sible for people many languages the ability to hear the Good News through the Disciples. God makes it possible for us 

to be witnesses of God’s amazing love for all who need to hear it.  

God’s Holy Spirit calls, gathers, strengthens, and gives us faith, hope and joy in a world in which they can be difficult to 

find.  How are you using the gift of the Holy Spirit? How are you helping others recognize these gifts in themselves? 

gggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg 

OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAD   
 

A few months ago I started to help Barbara Breinich with the food pantry.   We 
had to cut back to Tuesdays only as volunteers and food were hard to come 
by.  Prayers were needed to help the 30+ families that we help each month.  

A few weeks ago I was shopping at the Giant and I noticed they were asking for people to do-
nate food to give to local food pantries.   I started asking questions and to my surprise the manager offered 
to make us one of the receiving pantries. He gave us 70 boxes of pasta and a variety of food items I couldn’t 
believe it! This was awesome!   I thanked him and he said to return in two weeks. When I returned there 
was no food? I inquired and was told he had been off and no one asked the people to donate.  I was so dis-
appointed we thought this was an answer to prayer. 

During that week Barb received a call from the UPS Distribution Center in Roxanna offering food that they 
had collected.  I believe as they delivered mail?   It was over 100 canned vegetables plus tons more!   God 
has a way to answer our prayers, giving more than we could ever have imagined!  This was a real boost. 

God was really in charge here!  

We decided to try to do the White Bag Lunch Program again.  You remember the program to feed kids in the 
summer when there is no school.  I was a bit hesitant, could we really pull it off?  I could hardly believe it 
when I went back to the Giant again the following week to shop.  I saw the manager and I had a chance to 
talk about what I had found the week before.   He said he had some vegetables and he wanted us to take 
them.  Bonus!   More prayers, God is good! 

I’m sure you noticed the slips in your bulletin letting you know what  we  still  need for the food pantry.   
People are responding to this idea very well.  We finally have a supply of cereal for the children.  

As we continue, churches that helped us last year have made donations already. It’s amazing to see God‘s 
plans for the pantry and white bag lunch program. Check out the food pantry door to see what goes into the 
bags.  It’s food for breakfast and lunch for two days.  Some suggestions are small one serving cereals, fruit 
cups, applesauce, granola bars crackers and single serving treats. The first day is June 11 and will run for 10 
weeks until school starts again.  I hope you  will continue to support these programs as I’m praying for their 
success. 

It has been very exciting to see God  working  with us  for  our  food  pantry  and  white bag lunch program.   
I hope you  will  join us in praying for this program and maybe donating some goodies for the families and 
children.           By Cathy Kunst 



   

 

 

 

 

JUNE PRAYER FAMILIES 

 

THEME :   Ascension of our Lord,  

  Jesus Christ 
 

  HAPPY FATHERS DAY ! 
 

VERSE: John 14:3.    I go to prepare 
a place for you, and if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and 
will receive you unto myself that where I 
am,  there you may be also. 

 

June families: 

 
Mark & Debbie Sanders 

Deb Stark 

Don & Judy Striebig 

Gary & Cathy Tice 

Ned & Rose Troutman 

Sandy Wachter- Myers 

Bill & Carolyn Walton 

Ed & Kathy Waluk and AJ 

Bill & Nancy Warner 

Betty White 

Norma Willis 

Claire Worthington 

 

Prayers go out to these families and 
yours.  Keep praying!   Cathy Kunst 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Candles  

and Bulletin Dedications 

Please consider honoring or remembering a loved one, 

or celebrate a special event, by dedicating  Flowers 

($26 for 2, $13 for 1), the Sanctuary Candle ($5) and/or 

a Bulletin ($5).  Sign up sheets are posted on the Nar-

thex bulletin board, along with the Dedication Order 

Form (found on Narthex counter).  Please complete the 

form to ensure your dedications are complete and ac-

curate and place it in and your payment in the enve-

lope supplied in the Offering plate or submit to the 

Church Office. 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  April 30, 2019 

Budget      $69,076 

Actual Income     $69,089* 

Actual Expenses    $67,566 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves  $  1,523 

Mortgage Balance                  $82,701.34 

*Income adjusted to reflect qualified  

charitable distributions (QCD’S) 

 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 



 

 

Upcoming Events:  
 

 

 

June 23, Pulpit exchange with Grace of God.  
Pastor Mark will be at Grace of God and Pastor 
Bettye Wolinski will be leading us in worship 
and preaching at CLC. (note: the May pulpit ex-
change with St. Peter’s had to be postponed). 

 

Planning Waaaaay in Advance! 

There is a Silver Jubilee Committee meeting 
tentatively planned for this October 2, 2019 at 
11:30 a.m.   Community celebrates 25 years 
together as church in 2020!  See separate arti-
cle.  All are welcomed to participate.  Sign-up 
sheet in Luther Hall. 

 
 

DE/MD Synod Southern Cluster:  

 Pulpit Exchanges  

 

Lutheran churches in the DE-MD Synod South-
ern Cluster include Community in Frankford, 
DE; Grace of God in Millsboro, DE; St. Peters 
in Ocean City, MD; and Faith in Salisbury, MD.  
These four churches exchange information, 
share training sessions and participate in pulpit 
exchanges, when two clergy exchange their re-
spective ministry of assignment for a day to 
lead the congregations and preach. Information 
on events and happenings of our sister church-
es will be posted when made available.  

 

The pulpit exchanges for 2019 thus far include 
May 19 (Pastor Mark to St. Peter’s and Pastor 
Frank to Community postponed due to a funer-
al); June 23 (Pastor Mark to Grace of God and 
Pastor Bettye to Community); and July 21 
(Pastor Mark to Faith and Pastor Gary to Com-
munity).  Pulpit exchanges give both pastors 
and congregations opportunity to become famil-
iar with each other. 

 
 

 

 

God, enable  churches  of  all  sizes  

 to  offer numerous points of entry into 

 congregational life. 

Rom. 12:4-5 

 

Updating Our CLC Church  

Directory 

 

Please continue to report any changes or 

corrections to our Office Team as changes 

will be made regularly and updates issued on 

a current basis.   Just place a note in the of-

fering plate. 

 

 

Monthly Dinner Group  

Open to All 

 

Interested  in  coming,  contact   Judy Striebig,               
302-541-0815, so  we’ll   know how  many  to 
expect when making reservations. Remember, 
you must phone to confirm your attendance.  

Watch the Sunday Bulletin Inserts for updates (note 
that the Dinner Group will not be meeting during 
the summer in June, July or August; we will resume 
on Thursday, September 26, place to be deter-
mined). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE—THIS WILL MAKE YOU SMILE: 

 

Some people are kind, polite, and 
thoughtful until you try to sit in their pews. 

 



 

 

Community Lutheran Food Pantry is partnering with Frankford Public 
Library in providing bag lunches for local community children. Bag 
lunches will be delivered to Frankford Public Library as a part of     
their Summer Children’s program. 

We are in need of the following kid-friendly, nonperishable items: 

Lunch items in a pop-top or easy open container (spaghetti, ravioli, mac & cheese, soup) 

Fruit or applesauce in a cup, dried fruit in a bag 

Cereal in a cup or small box 

Granola bars or protein bars 

Peanut butter crackers, Goldfish or other crackers 

Small bags of cookies or other snacks 

Plastic bottles or boxes of juice 
 

   Why the white bags? So you can draw a picture or write a friendly message to a child. 

Pick up bags outside of Food Pantry in Luther Hall. 

Decorate and/or write a message on each bag. 

Place your decorated bags on the table outside the Food Pantry in Luther Hall. 

 

Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 
 

Beginning Tuesday, June 11th the Summer White Bag Lunches for 
Kids program will be offered through CLC’s Food Pantry, in partner-
ship with the Frankford Public Library, by providing lunch to kids as 
part of the Library’s Summer Children’s program. 

The Food Pantry is seeking donations of kid-friendly, nonperishable 
items   (see complete list & details on Luther Hall bulletin board).  

    There is also a need for volunteers to assist with this vital CLC community 
outreach mission.  Please  contact  Barbara  Breinich,  Pantry  coordinator 
(215-588-4671) to volunteer or obtain additional information. Thank you for 
your continued support. 

 

Summer White Bag Lunches for Kids 



Council Approves Recommendations from Task Force 

At the Council meeting on May 8, Council unanimously approved all recommendations made by the Task 
Force established to review services offered at CLC.  The recommendations made were: 

1. Continue to offer two worship services at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

2. Discontinue one-service Sundays when Open Forums and the Annual Meeting occur. Two services should 
be reinstated at both 8 and 10:30 a.m. (one service does not increase participation at these events and, in-
stead, eliminates a worship opportunity). 

3. Continue to offer Worship Assistant Training twice a year and also make it available upon request (tasked 
to Worship & Music) 

4. Consider possible changes to the 8 a.m. service, rendering it more ‘visitor friendly’ in both following the 
service and singing hymns, incorporate Readers if/when possible, and give it a specific identity, a 
‘brand’ (tasked to the Worship & Music Team). This service should then be promoted (Communications 
Team). 

5. Assistant Minister and Communion Assistant duties and responsibilities need to be updated. Duties and 
responsibilities of Readers needs to be considered and created. 

With recommendations made, this Special Task Force should now be disbanded. 

Many, many thanks to all who served on and offered valuable input to this Special Task Force including Doug 
Hiob, Karlyn Fields, Norma Rodney, Cathy Kunst, Tom Richardson, Kathy Waluk, Sandy Wachter-Myers, Joan 
Hennessey, Sophia Riehl, and Pastor Mark. 

 

Results from Special Task Force Questionnaire 

The Questionnaire was distributed in previous issues of the Grapevine, distributed at the Open Forum and 
again repeated in several Sunday Bulletin inserts.  There was a total of 51 respondents:  15 from the 8 a.m. 
service and 36 from the 10:30 a.m. service (note: not all who currently serve filled out a questionnaire).  The 
results for both services were as follow: 
 

Willing to Serve As  8 a.m. Service  10:30 a.m. Service 

Usher/Greeter   6 individuals  19 individuals 

Comm Asst/Asst Min  4 individuals  10 individuals 

Willing to Read  6 individuals  13 individuals 

Serve on Altar Guild  4 individuals   5 individuals 

We also learned that those attending the 8 a.m. service liked being at worship early and those attending the 
10:30 a.m. service liked the mid-morning timeframe.  Those attending 8 a.m. preferred not to have service 
later, as those attending at 10:30 preferred not to have to start (in some cases unable to start) earlier. 

 

Not all who responded they were willing to read (get up, read the lessons, psalms and sit down) were inter-
ested in serving as an Asst Minister. 
 

Many thanks to all who took the time to respond to the questionnaire! 



JUNE 2019 

Birthdays: 
Carol Clarke     6 

Tom DeShazo  12 

Julia McMullen  12 

Jim Landis   13 

Dick Riehl   14 

Ruth Bishop   15 

Bev Stalnaker  15 

Debra Stark   16 

Don Egan   17 

Norma Willis   19   
  

 

 

Anniversaries:  

Hans & Judy Neas    1 

Ed & Kathy Waluk    1 

Tom & Debby Koerner   4 

Gary & Ann Scott    4 

Larry & Melinda Forster   7 

Gary & Anne Hanna  10 

Alan & Joan King  10 

Bob & Sally Druckenmiller  28 

 

Pearl  Rose 

 

 

Pam and Dean Pedersen 
 hosted a coffee and cake reception 

 in honor of their  
40th Wedding Anniversary.   

                   

 

 

 

 

Reduction Fund 
 

Community will celebrate her 25
th
 Anniversary in 

September 2020.  Wouldn’t it  be great if we 
could also celebrate with a mortgage pay off!!  

A huge THANK YOU to all participating in this 
program.  Equally huge THANK YOU to all who 
consistently provide for Community with their 
time, talents and treasures! 

In September 2020, CLC will be celebrating her 
Silver Jubilee – 25 years since coming together 
as a church.  Council has approved the for-
mation of a Silver Jubilee Committee to make 
arrangements for this festive occasion.  All are 
welcomed to participate.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board in Luther Hall for an-
yone who’d like to be part of the planning of this 
big event.  There will be one brief meeting tenta-
tively planned for October 2, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. 
where ideas will be shared and preliminary plans 
for meetings beginning in 2020 will be made.  

 

 

 

Hymnal Dedications 

 

After a record-breaking attendance on 
Christmas Eve, it became quickly evident 
that we needed more Hymnals.  Twenty-
five Hymnals have been purchased and 
are available for dedication.  If you would 
like to have a Hymnal dedicated in 
memory or in honor of a loved one, make 
your check payable to CLC in the amount 
of $25 and place in a ‘Love’ envelope 
clearly marked “Hymnal Dedication” and 
indicate the name(s) of the individual(s) 
you want to memorialize or honor.  Place 
envelop in offering plate. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Delaware Lutheran Office for Public Policy Presents... 

 

 

Lutheran Day at the Capitol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Featured speakers: Representative William Carson, Representative Mike Ramone, and Amy 

Reumann, Director of Advocacy for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

When: Saturday, June 8 from 10-2pm  

Where: St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Dover, DE (425 N Dupont Hwy, Dover, DE 19901) 

Cost: FREE! (Freewill offering during lunch)  

How to Register: by Wednesday, June 5, send an email to Pastor Gordon Simmons, deluther-

anpublicpolicy@gmail.com 



Seeking Balanced  

Financial Stewardship 
 

We are always challenged to give more to sus-

tain Community Lutheran’s financial stability.  It 

comes every year when we are asked to 

pledge.  The challenge comes when CLC’s 

Food Pantry is in need of food to distribute to 

hungry clients.  We are challenged to give a lit-

tle extra to help pay down the mortgage.  I 

know you can think of the many times you have 

heard the plea to give more to support CLC’s 

ministry. 

What is easy to overlook is a resource for giv-

ing that will take nothing from you now, but pro-

vides giving that strengthens the congregation 

in the future.  Planned Gifts is an opportunity to 

give even after you have died.   Yvonne Jones 

Lembo, Regional Gift Planner of the ELCA 

Foundation, reminds us all that when we go to 

live with Jesus all our needs are provided.  Be-

sides we cannot take our estate with us. 

Yvonne is an excellent resource for helping to 

identify assets, talk through your values and the 

treasures of your heart, and offer a variety of 

ways to include CLC in your estate.  Her experi-

ence is that many are surprised when they real-

ize the value of their assets.  If you value this 

church and ministry, she can walk you through 

ways of leaving your estate to family and chari-

table organizations (including CLC.)   

The Stewardship Team and Endowment Fund 

Board have been working with Yvonne to ex-

pand CLC’s financial vision and stability.  Be a 

Legacy Giver.  If you have more questions or if 

you want to work with Yvonne (there is no 

charge for her services,) contact her at 

Yvonne.Lembo@elca.or or call 215-300-8942. 

Dave and Barb Bartges and Sandra Wachter-
Myers are working with Yvonne.  Many of us 
need to update our wills and estate plans.  Us-
ing Yvonne to start the process is a good stew-
ardship move. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone Tree for CLC 

 

In an effort to keep in contact with all our 
members, even those who choose not to 
have an email address council has made a 
list of those members to be called when we 
need to inform them of  upcoming events,  
or cancellations.  I will start the phone chain 
by calling our volunteers – Barb Bartges Lin-
da Hinkelman  and Norma Rodney.   If you 
would like to be notified by phone instead 
of email, please contact the office so I can 
add you to the phone tree.   Cathy Kunst 
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Providing Joy for Our Homebound 

Our Homebound members  would  love to 
hear from you! Please take a moment to let 
them know you are thinking of them.   A 
cheery card or phone call would really 
mean so much. … when you care for others, 
you care for Christ.   Cathy Kunst 

List the names : Anne Hanna,  Lee Driscoll,  
Richard Riehl, Ed and Bev Jeffries and Nancy 
Ritenour.. 

 

mailto:Yvonne.Lembo@elca.or


 

ELCA TO LAUNCH PROGRAM ON GUN VIOLENCE 

   
 

Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, has announced that the Church will be providing resources for a two-

month emphasis on gun violence. Daily devotional materials, Biblical readings and background on gun violence will be 

provided on the ELCA website (elca.org) beginning on June 17. The date has significance: in 2015 Dylan Root, a mem-

ber (albeit inactive) of an ELCA church in Charlestown, SC, sat in on a Bible study at Emanuel AME Church before 

pulling a gun and killing nine people sitting around the table. 

The number of homicides by firearms – still high by any reasonable comparison with other countries – has fortunately 

been declining a little. Nonetheless, there were still 14,611 of them in 2018. The number of suicides by firearms, how-

ever, has been skyrocketing. Last year there were almost 24,000! 

Although there may well be other cultural differences among the states which are also factors, research has revealed 

that states with stronger gun laws (like New York, Connecticut, Hawaii, and Massachusetts) have fewer deaths by fire-

arms per population size than states without them (like Alabama, Alaska and Louisiana). 

Last year the Delaware Legislature passed a so-called “red flag” law, which makes it easier to remove a gun from the 

possession of a person believed to have mental problems. This year there is a so-called “Safe Storage of Firearms” bill 

which would add “felons” and “mental patients” who live in one’s home to “children” on the list of persons from which a 

gun-owner must secure his/her firearm. Firearms should also be secured to prevent them being stolen during break-ins. 

At this writing, the bill has  passed both  the House and the  Senate, but it was amended in the  Senate, so its future 

remains unclear. 

There were three other bills introduced:   

• One would limit the size of legal magazines to 15 bullets 

• A second would outlaw the purchase or possession of assault weapons. 

• Finally, there is a proposal to require registration before purchasing a firearm, 

the registration dependent upon completing a firearms safety course. 
 

These bills did not, however, get of committee.  It remains to be seen whether any of them might be amended  

and reintroduced. 
 

Some will view these measures as being weak. (After all, someone invading a school for a shooting would “only” be 

able to get off 15 shots before reloading.) Others are weary of any laws which restrict gun owners in any way, and they 

are convinced that these proposals are just the first step in the ultimate confiscation of all firearms. 

Most of us remember the fifth of the Ten Commandments: “Thou shalt not kill.” People who possess deadly weapons – 

even for the protection of themselves and others -- bear a heavy responsibility. 

At this writing, it’s unclear as the eventual fate of each of these bills. Have you been in touch with your State Senator or 

Representative lately? 

   

Gordon Simmons, DE Lutheran Public Policy Officer 


