
 

 

Friends in Christ, 

 

I recently came across a poem that was very profound. The author 

was only a few days into a 3 month long trip with her husband in 

Latin America. She was on a bus and it was stopped by bandits. 

She lost everything they had and an indigenous man on the bus 

had been shot. Amid this chaos a local man befriended her and 

offered kindness. As she waited for help this poem came to her. It 

reminded very much of the Hebrew word “Chesed” or Loving-

Kindness of God. We experience this loving-kindness most fully in 

Jesus. Jesus who died on the cross for us and our sin. Jesus 

walks with us through all aspects of life. I hope this poem helps 

you recognize the loving-kindness of God when you most need it. 
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Kindness 
 

Naomi Shihab Nye - 1952- 
 
Before you know what kindness really is 
you must lose things, 
feel the future dissolve in a moment 
like salt in a weakened broth. 
What you held in your hand, 
what you counted and carefully saved, 
all this must go so you know 
how desolate the landscape can be 
between the regions of kindness. 
How you ride and ride 
thinking the bus will never stop, 
the passengers eating maize and chicken 
will stare out the window forever. 
Before you learn the tender gravity of kindness 
you must travel where the Indian in a white poncho 
lies dead by the side of the road. 
You must see how this could be you, 
how he too was someone 
who journeyed through the night with plans 
and the simple breath that kept him alive. 
Before you know kindness as the deepest thing inside, 
you must know sorrow as the other deepest thing. 
You must wake up with sorrow. 
You must speak to it till your voice 
catches the thread of all sorrows 
and you see the size of the cloth. 
Then it is only kindness that makes sense anymore, 
only kindness that ties your shoes 
and sends you out into the day to gaze at bread, 
only kindness that raises its head 
from the crowd of the world to say 
It is I you have been looking for, 
and then goes with you everywhere 
like a shadow or a friend. 
 
From Words Under the Words: Selected Poems. by Naomi Shihab Nye.  
 
 

God Bless, 
Pastor Mark 

https://poets.org/poet/naomi-shihab-nye


 

OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAD 

  

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! !         

Thanksgiving is a time of thanking God for the 
blessings that he gives to us. I have seen so 
many blessings around us lately especially in our 
service missions 

The food pantry is receiving donations every 
month from Frankford Presbyterian Church as 
their part to help serve the community. 

We have been blessed to be able to give more 
each week as we serve those who come to the 
pantry and we have even purchased some meat – 
before we felt emboldened to ask Mountainair if 
they could help.   They offered 160 pounds of 
fresh cut chicken legs per month and they will de-
liver!. As a bonus we get to learn how to safely 
prepare the chicken for distribution to our families. 

We worried about  how we would do Thanksgiving 
and Christmas baskets for the pantry, then Giant 
offered 75 boxes filled with canned goods and 
dinner goodies. The  Estuary  housing  communi-
ty , where  Pam and Dean Pedersen live offered 
to donate the turkeys and hams.  These blessings 
are just wonderful. 

We were amazed to collect  50 backpacks for the 
children of John Clayton School to start their year.   
We were also able to give our extra summer white 
bag lunch items to the school to fill their packs 
they sent home to help feed the children over the 
weekend.  The clothing closet passed out over  25 
pieces of clothing just last Tuesday. Praise his 
name as he continues to bless us with signs and 
wonders of his Love for us.  We must be doing 
something right!    

Cathy Kunst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER PRAYER FAMILIES 

 

THEME :  BLESSINGS 

VERSE. :  Jeremiah 17: 7-8.    But  
 blessed is the one who trusts in 
 the LORD, whose confidence is in 
 HIM. 

NOVEMBER PRAYER FAMILIES 

Tom Richardson 

Richard & Linda Riehl 

Dick & Sophia Riehl 

Kathryn Riley 

Lou & Lonnie Riley 

Nancy Ritenour 

Norma Rodney 

Mark & Debbie Sanders 

Gene & Connie Schaffner  

Richard Selby and Family 

Wally and Janet Shifflett 

Lesley Shuey 

Rev. Kerry Shull & Bev Stalnaker 

 

Please feel free to add family and 
friends!    

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  August 31, 2019 

Budget      $138,152 

Actual Income     $129,480* 

Actual Expenses    $139,209 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves   ($9,729) 

Mortgage Balance     $67,899.83 

*Income adjusted to reflect qualified  

charitable distributions (QCD’S) 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Dear congregation, 

Your love and gifts are such a delight to me, 
and your blessings abounded on September 8 
when you celebrated my 60 years of music 
ministry.  Thank you for having such a big 
heart.  Your very generous gift and the beauti-
ful plaque you gave me have really touched 
me.  I treasure the plaque and am giving it a 
place of honor in my home.  I’ll be using the 
monetary gift for something special.  Of course, 
I really appreciated the sumptuous reception, 
great work of the choir in the capable hands of 
Kathy, Geoff’s inspiring violin music and your 
joyous singing during worship. I am so thankful 
for 60 years of making the music that we offer 
as a gift to God with you and those before you.  
Communities of believers singing praises in 
worship with me has been a great joy, and I 
look forward to continuing sharing that with  

you.  So……….Sing on!   Tom 

 

NEWSLETTER  

EDITOR WANTED 

 

 

After editing the news-
letter for more than 
twenty years, it is time 

for me to relinquish the position.  My last contri-
bution will be the December issue.   

The church secretary prepares the calendar.  
The editor  helps  prepare  the volunteer list.  
Reports are received from the Pastor and from 
the various groups in the congregation.  The 
newsletter for the following month is prepared by 
the third Monday of each month.  The final copy 
is sent to the church secretary who distributes it 
electronically.  The editor makes hard copies for 
distribution (by mail and by hand) to those who 
do not have computers.   

The  newsletter is currently  composed  using 
Microsoft Publisher.  Another editor might prefer 
a different program.  I would be happy to help a 
volunteer in any way needed. 

Beverly P. Stalnaker, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU to BEV STALNAKER  and 
BARB  BARTGES!! for their service to 
CLC.  BEV has been printing and editing 
the Grapevine for more than 20 years.  
BARB has been the Financial Secretary 
for the church and a member of Council 
for 20 years.  These ladies deserve our 
utmost appreciation for a job well done 
my good and faithful servants! 



Upcoming Events: 
 

Sunday, October 27, Reformation Sunday – we 
will celebrate the “Reformation”. The liturgical 
color for Reformation Sunday is red and we in-
vite the congregation to wear red on that day. 

Friday, November 1 beginning at 9 a.m. Clean 
the Lord’s House Day.  Sign up sheet on the bul-
letin board in Luther Hall. 

Sunday, November 2 – Fall Back!  Don’t forget 
to change your clocks to be on time for our An-
nual Meeting immediately following the 10:30 Lit-
urgy 

Wednesday, November 6, 11:15 a.m. second 
meeting for Silver Jubilee Celebration 2020 

Thursday, November 14 and 21 – Lay Visita-
tion training at CLC.  See separate article below. 
Deadline of November 1 to sign up. 

Friday/Saturday, November 15 and 16 – Coun-
cil Retreat!  All Council members and Council 
members elect should plan to attend. 

Sunday, November 24, Christ the King Sunday 
– we will be packing Thanksgiving Baskets im-
mediately following the 10:30 Liturgy and we will 
also begin decorating for Advent. 

 

Time does fly!!!! 

 

Planning Waaaaay in Advance! 
 

Advent is Coming!  December 4, 11, and 18 are 
the dates of our Advent Soup and Service 
Wednesdays.  There is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board in Luther Hall for all who are able 
to bring soup and/or bread. 

Save the Date – Saturday, December 7 for our 
Annual pot-luck Christmas Luncheon and Cele-
bration.  A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board 
in Luther Hall. 

Tuesday, December 24 – our Christmas Eve ser-
vice. Ushers needed!  Because of the crowds 
and preparations, we need at least three disci-
ples to serve.  If you are going to be in town and 
are able to serve as Usher on Christmas Eve, 
please contact Dick Riehl or Sandra Wachter-
Myers. 

 

 

It’s the ANNUAL MEET-
ING!...with lunch.  Any  
question is open for dis-
cussion.  The annual re-
port is ready to pick up in 

the Narthex as well as the 2020 budget!  

The budget is always interesting and this year 
is no exception. We all know that the cost of 
everything is increasing and the church is no  
exception. 

We will hear from all of the committees on 
Council. We will share what we have been up 
to this year. We will let you know some of the 
ideas that were shared at the TOUCHDOWN 
SUNDAYS about looking into the future for 
the next 5..10.. or 25 years.     

We need to start planning for the future but 
also see where we have come from. The 25th 
anniversary celebration  is  in  the        works.  
I hope you will be a part of this special ac-
complishment in the life of this church.  It is 
not too late to join the committee.  We meet 
the first Wednesday of every month at 11:15 
a.m. We are hoping to get everyone involved. 

As we plan for the future we also need to 
face the elephant in the room ..money. This 
year our 25th will be a tough one.  in order to 
continue to have a future we must make 
some very hard church choices.   What  minis-
tries will continue?  how can we do more 
with less?  every group has cut back to the 
bare-bones  already.    We   can’t  afford  to  
get  discouraged but let’s see  what  we  can 
do together to be part of the solution. 

 

Cathy Kunst           



DE/MD Synod Southern Cluster:  

 Pulpit Exchanges  

 

Lutheran churches in the DE-MD 
Synod Southern Cluster include 
Community in Frankford, DE; Grace 

of God in Millsboro, DE; St. Peters in Ocean 
City, MD; and Faith in Salisbury, MD.  These 
four churches exchange information, share 
training sessions and participate in pulpit ex-
changes, when two clergy exchange their re-
spective ministry of assignment for a day to 
lead the congregations and preach. Information 
on events and happenings of our sister church-
es will be posted when made available.  
 

 

 

            

 

 

 

On the fourth Thursday of each month, 

we gather at a local restaurant to share 

a meal (Dutch-treat) and enjoy good ca-

maraderie. We begin gathering for din-

ner at 5:00 pm, with the meal beginning 

at 5:30 pm.  A different restaurant is cho-

sen monthly with info posted on the bul-

letin board in Luther Hall; no calls are 

made. It’s great fun!  

Thursday, October 24th, 5:00pm, 

Outback Restaurant, 19917 Sea 

Blossom Blvd, Rehoboth Beach. 

Reservations required.  

Contact Judy Striebig  

(302-541-0815) no later than this 

Tuesday, October 22 

 

Updating Our CLC Church  

Directory 

 

Please continue to report any changes or 

corrections to our Office Team as changes 

will be made regularly and updates issued on 

a current basis.   Just place  a  note in the 

offering plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

G4 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE  

A few weeks ago the G4  churches and a 
group from Easton, Maryland met  to 
learn about leader ship in our churches. 
The Reverend Paul Hoffman had some 
great ideas for us. He told us to look for 
Signs and Wonders not Strategies  and 
Techniques  in our church work.  He 
pointed out that the church is growing, 
but not in North America. 

Most of our churches are small and strug-
gling to pay the bills.  It sounded familiar.  
He quoted,  “We don’t  want to die just 
are satisfied to go on chronically ill”.   Or 
this one,  “the house is burning and we’re 
picking out wallpaper”.  These were 
catchy and I jotted them down.   But then 
you are stuck figuring what to do about it.   
Some significant changes need to be 
made. He suggested starting by having 
TRUST in God to lead you, to be in 
prayer and the Scriptures. The answer is 
in the SIGNS and WONDERS. (Read 
Thanksgiving article again!) 
 

Cathy Kunst 



 
 

 

 

 

THE DEACON’S TABLE 

Dear CLC Family, 

 

 I would like to share with you a reflection by 

Oscar Romero, martyred archbishop of San 

Salvador.   Fr. Romero writes: 

      

God is not failing us when we don’t feel His 

presence. 

     

Let’s not say: God doesn’t do what I pray for so 

much, and therefore I don’t pray anymore. 

      

God exists, and  He  exists  even  more,  the 

farther you feel from Him. 

      

God is closer  to  you  when  you think He is 

farther away and doesn’t hear you. 

      

When you feel the anguished desire for God to 

come near because you don’t feel Him present, 

then God is very close to your anguish. 

     

When are we going to understand that God not 

only gives happiness, but also tests our faithful-

ness in moments of affliction? 

    

It is then that prayer and religion have most 

merit: when one is faithful in spite of not feeling 

the Lord’s Presence. 

      

Let us learn from that cry of Christ that God is 

always our Father and never forsakes us, and 

that we are closer to Him than we think. 

 
With gratitude, 

Jim Gelato, OSSD 
 

 

Tuesday Noonday Prayers 

Pastor Mark invites you to Noonday Pray-

ers held weekly on Tuesdays from 11:30am 

to 12noon in the Sanctuary. This is a time 

of meditation and reflection through prayer. 

All are welcome!  

“Truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 

earth about anything you ask, it will be 

done for you by my Father in heaven. For 

where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.”  

Matthew 18:19-20  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas  Bazaar  –  

Grace Center for Maternal & 

Women’s Health is showcasing 

local crafters, raffle table, 

baked goods & homemade  food 

on Saturday, December 7th from 

10:00am to 4:00pm at The Most 

Blessed Sacrament  School, 

Berlin, MD. Contact Bobbi Hauck 

for additional information  

(cell: 443-690-6913/office:  

443-513-4124).  

 



St. Peter’s 5th Annual All 

Women’s Retreat  

Saturday, November 16th, 9:00am 

to 4:00pm. A social fellowship at 

Lombardi’s Italian Restaurant, 

OC, follows the retreat. The cost 

is $7.00, includes lunch, snacks 

and materials. The theme “Grit 

and Grace” is led by Deacon Shar-

ey Biles. Reservations are due by 

Sunday, November 10th. If you are 

interested in attending, please sign 

up on the flyer in Luther Hall no 

later than November 10th. All 

women are invited, so please con-

sider inviting friends, neighbors 

and family for this wonderful day 

of sharing and personal spiritual 

growth.  

Contact Sandra Wachter-Myers 

302-515-1130 

(sacawamy@yahoo.com) 

for more information.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Celebrating 60 Years  

in the Music Ministry 
 

On  Sunday,  September 
8th,  we    celebrated our Music Di-
rector, Tom Richardson, for his 60 
years in the Music Ministry with a 
special Liturgy and reception in Lu-
ther Hall. 

Many thanks to all who participated 
in this event and made donations, 
brought food to share, and were on 
hand to help with the cleanup.  Many 
thanks,  too,  to  the  Hospitality  & 
Fellowship Team for coordinating 
the kitchen activities and for the ad-
vance set-up of Luther Hall. 

The event was a huge success! 

 

 

Annual Clean the 
Lord’s House Day 

 

      

  

Friday, November 1st, 9:00am to 

12:00 noon. Many homeowners thor-

oughly clean their homes every fall. 

Likewise, we do a thorough cleaning of 

the Lord’s House, cleaning places that 

don’t routinely get attention throughout 

the year. We rely on volunteers to per-

form these tasks to avoid the cost to 

have  it  done  professionally.    Light 

refreshments will be available. Remem-

ber, many hands make the work easy! 

Sign-up sheets  are  posted  on  the  

Luther Hall bulletin board. Thank you in 

advance for your participation.  



NOVEMBER 2019 

Birthdays:  
Karlyn Fields    3 

Beverly Jeffries   4 

Rose Rinker  10 

Ned Troutman 12 

Kerry Shull  14 

Dave Bartges 15 

John Hennessey 18 

Catlin Molter  24 

Don Striebig  30 

    

Anniversaries:  

Louise & Don Lauterbach  1 

Ed & Beverly Jeffries 10 

Lesley & Patrick Shuey 10 

Richard & Linda Riehl 30 

  

 

 

 

               Topaz  

                                 Chrysanthemum  

 

Please let me know when you have a 

“special” milestone birthday or anniversary 

coming up.  Bev—Editor 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Silver Jubilee in 2020! 
 

In September 2020, CLC will be cele-
brating her Silver Jubilee – 25 years 
since coming together as a church.  
Council has approved the formation of a 
Silver Jubilee  Committee  to  make    
arrangements for this festive occasion.  
All are  welcomed  to   participate.  The 
second meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 6, at 11:15 a.m., 
immediately following the Hospitality & 
Fellowship meeting in Luther Hall.  
Meetings will continue on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 11:15 am.  

 

Altar Flowers, Sanctuary 
 Candles & Bulletin  

Dedications  
 

Opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and 

bulletins each week are available! Sign-up 

sheets  are  posted  on  the   Narthex bulletin 

board. Please consider honoring or remember-

ing loved ones, or celebrate a special event, by 

dedicating Altar Flowers ($26 for 2, $13 for 1), 

the Sanctuary Candle ($5) and/or a Bulletin ($5). 

Complete the Dedication Order Form to ensure 

your dedications are complete and accurate, 

and place it along with your payment in the en-

velope supplied in the Offering plate or submit to 

the Church Office.  

 

 

SERVICE TEAM 

 

BACKPACKS FOR EDUCATION 

CLC is a congregation of action, especially when  

it  comes  to  helping  those  in  need.  Because 

of your generosity, 51 backpacks and 20 bags of 

school supplies were taken to John Clayton Ele-

mentary School.  This outreach ministry would 

not have been possible without your support and 

we thank you. 

Code Purple/Men’s Shelter 

The Service Team would like to know if any CLC 

member would be willing to provide a hot meal, 

small breakfast item or a light snack item for the 

men at Stone House.  Before Service can com-

mit to this outreach ministry we need to know if 

our CLC congregation will help support this vital 

mission to help homeless men.  Sign up sheet is 

on bulletin board in Luther Hall. 

The heart is the happiest 

 when it beats for others. 



 

 

 

Women’s Spirituality meets on the first 
Monday  of  the  month  and 1:30p.m. 
November 7 Now Thank We All Our God 
leads our reflections on Thanksgiving.  All 
women, members and friends, are invited 
to join in this time together.  Fellowship, 
learning, prayer and reflection are includ-
ed as we seek to know Christ and as we 
seek to be better at making Christ known. 

 

SUMMARY OF TOUCHDOWN SUNDAYS  
 

DURING OUR DISCUSSIONS ON OUR FUTURE 
PLANS  FOR  CLC, OF  LOOKING  INTO THE 
FUTURE 5 years, 10 years, or even 25 years  
some of the suggestions that some of our mem-
bers gave are listed below.  I ask you to give them 
some thought and think how we should proceed. 

• Be visible in the community. Festivals, newspa-
pers invitation. 

• Cry room, nursery with speakers  to listen to 
the service. 

• Church services during the week to attract 
young people. 

• Shepherds,  we had a program before but do 
not now. 

• To be welcoming. “ALL inclusive” 

• Personal contact with our food pantry clients.  
Invitations to worship with us, pass-out Portals 
of Prayer”, church bulletins. 

• VBS for children and /or adults. 

• Study how we can better use our building 
space more efficiently.   

Cathy Kuntz 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With joy and thanksgiving we offer what 

God has first given us, our gifts, our 

time, and our possessions; signs of 

God’s gracious love.  We don’t always 

have a choice in a matter, but we do get 

to choose our attitude.  As we give our 

gifts with joy and thanksgiving, knowing 

God  has  provided  us  with   enough; 

we are grateful we are able to give.  

Community Lutheran Church gratefully 

receives your financial offering.  Doing 

ministry does cost money (as well as 

time and talents) and our treasurer and 

church council are grateful when enough 

is given to cover the expenses we have.  

We heard from Norma Rodney, during a 

Temple Talk, the reminder that CLC is 

not a building but a people who gather to 

feed the hungry, cloth the needy, provide 

quilts  to  victims  of  disasters,  enjoy 

fellowship, worship God, and more.  It 

turns out, our building is vital for being a 

gathering place to do God’s work in min-

istry.  We are God’s family of grace at 

the crossroads.  Your intentional finan-

cial gifts reflect a generous response to 

God’s generosity.  Thank you.  

If you want to make a financial com-
mitment for 2020 to CLC, simply pick 
up a commitment card from the Nar-
thex, fill it out, and place it in the of-
fering plate. 


