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Lent is a time for self-reflection and examining not only our lives but the life of Jesus on his journey toward
the cross of Good Friday with the Hope of the Resurrection on Easter.
Lent starts with Ash Wednesday. A call to remember our mortality and that death awaits everyone. As we
continue in Lent and reflect upon life and death, we are urged to the practices of Prayer, Fasting and Giving.
Prayer reminds us that we are connected to God and that God is the source of all life. Prayer is a conversation
with God. Prayer also creates community. We are reminded of the needs of our friends and neighbors when we
pray. We find that we are not alone in our struggles and that God cares for everyone. Who needs prayer in your
life? How can others pray for you?
Fasting reminds us of what is necessary for life. Many people choose to give up chocolate or something
simple. Others might prefer something more significant. Regardless Fasting is a reminder that God is the giver
of our daily bread. Martin Luther tells us the daily Bread includes, Food, clothing, house, spouse and
everything we have. What are the necessary things in your life? What stuff gets in the way?
The practice of giving is a reminder that we are called to be generous. Because God gives us our daily bread,
and often abundantly, we should use what abundance we have to provide and care for others. Jesus calls us to
love our neighbor as ourselves and Martin Luther reminds us “that our Christian life is not in ourselves but in
Christ and the neighbor. We live in Christ through faith, and in our neighbor through love” (Freedom of a
Christian, LW 31:371). How are you living generously? With your money? With your time?
May Lent be for you a time of reflection, prayer, fasting, and Generosity as you grow closer to Christ.
Also Don’t forget to think about Wednesday in Lent.
What does it mean for us to answer Jesus when he says, “Come, Follow Me.” We will explore what this might
mean for us as we hear from Several of Jesus’ disciples through a Lenten Monologue Series. We will listen to
Nicodemus, Martha, Judas, Mary Magdalene and Peter. Each has a unique perspective about who Jesus is and
what “Come, Follow Me” means. See page 8 for dates, times and themes.
Pastor Mark
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THE DEACON’S TABLE
Dear CLC Family,
I invite you to read Mark 8: 1-10
For me, it all comes down to the fragments.
Every time I encounter this Gospel reading
about the multiplication of the loaves and fishes, I wait for it. In this reading from Mark, it’s
seems so clear and simple: “They took up the
broken pieces left over- seven baskets.” They
could have discarded what wasn’t used. But
they didn’t. Not one fragment was allowed to
go to waste.
That may be one of the most consoling and
hope-filled passages in Holy Scripture. Jesus
wasn’t just being tidy. He wasn’t being “green.”
The miraculous fact is: nothing, to God, is too
small. God uses everything, and everyone.
Every fragment of us. His eye is on the sparrow- and the bread crumb.
And why not? He would later choose to
leave a permanent, enduring remembrance of
Himself- His Body and Blood- in a piece of
bread that we receive as something little more
than a fragment- a crumb. The greatest becomes the smallest, and we are given a gift beyond measure, beyond price.
This Gospel text should not only remind us
of Christ’s ability to multiply and make limitless
what seems, at the moment, limited; it also
teaches us that even when we feel we are
worthless, that we are mere crumbs in the eyes
of the world, God sees something more.
Every fragment is a treasure. Every piece
has value. And God will not let any of it be
tossed aside.
And this is why our outreach ministry to the
nursing homes is so important. We see broken,

and in many cases, abandoned people. But to
bring Word and Sacrament to them, to see
their eyes when they receive that fragment of
bread, to receive the blessing, makes you realize how important these folks are in the eyes of
our Lord.
I humbly ask you for your prayers for this,
our congregation’s ministry, and most of all
your prayers for these, our partners in Christ.
With gratitude,
Jim Gelato, OSSD

What is the
“Exchange of Peace”

The exchange of peace is a ministry,
an announcement of grace we make
to each other, a summary of the gift
given to us in the liturgy of the Word.
This ministry we do to each other is far
greater than a sociable handshake or
a ritual of friendship or a moment of
informality. Because of the presence of
Jesus Christ, we give to each other
what we are saying: Christ's own
peace. Then, having been gathered by
the Spirit around the Risen One present in the word, we turn to celebrate
his meal ( as stated in the Sunday Assembly p. 173).

Off the top of my head
I hope you are enjoying the
monthly history lessons I know I
sure have. Bill and I have been
members less than 8 years so
this is new to us . The story is
quite impressive. How regular
people have done some great
things. Of course with Gods
help!
I hope you are becoming involved. That first month we
chose a ‘star’, I chose GRACE.
To me Grace is God’s gift to us,
we don’t deserve Grace. So I
was a bit confused as how I
could develop this . I took the
time to look it up. It’s a forgiveness that is not deserved. A
life given for you. So I hope
and pray that God gives lessons
on Grace. I’ll keep you posted
We hope to hear from some of
you about your ‘Star Story ‘
Each month a new part of the
story will be revealed. Sandy
Wachter Meyer is writing the
story for us. The rest of the
group tries to make it relevant
and meaningful to all of us!
This should all end with us as
we begin the next 25 years…….
October 1, 2020. Put the date
on your calendar and plan to be
there.
You are all in my prayers
Cathy Kunst

President

A brief Synopsis of the
February Jubilee presentation
July 1991— a weekly Bible study
started by the original 12 Lutherans
Fall of 1991 – started bi-weekly worship with Pr. Bauer and Marge
Shaffer, organist , at Ocean View
Presbyterian Church; average attendance 34
The gathering became a
preaching point of Reformation LC
Milford; we were never a mission
congregation and never received any
mission support.
April 12, 1992 – weekly worship began
1993 – average attendance was 63
with a budget of $26,437
Fall of 1993 thru Spring 1994 – found
the property in Omar; ELCA MIF purchased the property and leased back
to the new congregation
June 26, 1994 – dedicated the first
building (essentially just Luther Hall)
Today we give thanks to Pastor Kerry
Shull and the Ocean View Presbyterian Church for welcoming and encouraging the Lutheran effort.
Today we work with numerous ministry partners. The South East Sussex
Ministerium with which we share
worship during week of Christian unity and Lent and they support our
Clothes closet and Food Pantry.

THE MOVE TOWARD
RENEWABLE ENERGY

The Delaware Office for Public Policy is following
environmental issues this year, and the big one is
the move towards renewable energy ,i.e., to solar
and wind versus coal. Delmarva Power purchases
its energy from various suppliers. Raising the renewable energy requirement pushes Delmarva Power and local energy companies to increase their purchases from solar and wind sources.
What’s wrong with energy that comes from burning coal? It releases carbon into the atmosphere
and causes temperatures to rise. Delaware -- and
the rest of the world -- have had the four hottest Januaries on record since 2017. The overall effect is
causing droughts that make it impossible to grow
crops in many parts of the world and rising sea levels which threaten coastal areas.
Delaware’s Legislature passed a mandate several years ago to reach 25% renewable energy by
2025. There’s still a way to go on that, but state officials insist that the goal will be met. This year new
proposals are coming – probably to reach at least
40% by 205 or 50% by 2030.
Even if the goal were eventually raised to 100%,
there would still be greenhouse gas emissions from
burning fuel oil and the emissions from automobiles
which are not taken into account.
I want to encourage you to be in touch with your
state legislators in support of the movement towards
renewable energy. Here’s what I’ve been saying in
churches around the state: TELL THEM THAT YOU
ARE LUTHERAN; TELL THEM THAT YOU BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE; TELL THEM THAT YOU
WANT THE STATE TO HELP TAKE CARE OF
GOD’S CREATION!
Gordon Simmons, State Public Policy Officer
The DE Lutheran Office for Public Policy will be
holding two important days in Dover, and you can
register for them at delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com. (1) LUTHERAN DAY AT LEGISLATIVE HALL. Wednesday, March 25, 10:00-2:00.
The Policy Council will meet and there will be the
opportunity to meet with Legislators. We’ll be meeting in the Senate Hearing Room. Space is limited.
(2) LUTHERAN DAY AT THE CAPITOL. Saturday,
June 13, 10:00-2:00 at St. Andrew’s Church in Dover. Legislators will be speaking.

SOUP
AND
SERVICE
LENTEN
WEDNESDAYS will begin on March 4
and continue on March 18, 25, and April
1. We gather on Wednesdays at 6 PM
for a meal and the service begins at 7
PM. We will host the Ministerium lunch
on March 11 at 12 noon for service and
lunch at 1. The sign up sheet for soup
and bread on March 4, 18, 25, and April
1 is posted on the bulletin board. There
is also a sign-up sheet for bringing chicken noodle or chili (recipe posted on
board) for the special Ministerium luncheon on March 11. We need several persons to volunteer to help during the
luncheon.
Please contact Rose Troutman.
FOOD
PANTRY
The Food Pantry
is having a FOOD
DRIVE at the GIANT on FEBRUARY 29 from
10AM – 2PM. The GIANT will work with us
to ask their customers to support our pantry. With more families needing help this
can mean a great deal to help our mission.
We will need VOLUNTEERS to help welcome
people into the store, passing out a list of
items that we are asking for, and mainly to
help the ladies get the donations from Giant
back to the church . Please let me know if
you can help. We will finish at 2PM and start
loading cars/trucks to bring back to church.

Clothing Closet
Kathy Waluk and Linda
Hinkleman recently rearranged the Sunday
School room. The clothing closet is not only
serving our Food Pantry clientele, but also
the nursing staff at John Clayton Elementary
School. Also just recently a large quantity of
mens socks, shirts and jeans were taken to
the Code Purple men's shelter in Bethany
Beach. Pat Carroll

Thrivent Financial
Choice program
In 2019 Community LC received $534 from Thrivent
since folks owning Thrivent products had
specified CLC as the beneficiary of dollars
earned by their specific products. A reminder for all folks owning Thrivent products to
please be sure and designate CLC to receive
your Choice dollars. Dave Bartges

Help the Animals
During March the Service Team will be asking
for donations to help the
Wildlife affected by the
Wild Fires in Australia.
We will be working with
the International Fund
for Animal Welfare.
100% of what we donate will go to Australia. Please put your
donation in a Love envelope and mark it
Service Team/Australia Wildlife Relief.
Thank you . The Service Team

TRUST

Our Jubilee Stars message
When I selected and then turned my
star over, I was shocked—”TRUST”.
Then Barb did hers and she had the
same word. This was not a coincidence, it was real and straight from
the Holy Spirit. You see, Barb and I
are very active members of the Finance Team. Every month since mid
2016, I have been preparing a report
for council showing a downward
trend of our uncommitted reserves.
Yes, we have been spending $700 to
$800 per month more than our income. What would we do if we ran out
of reserves and had not yet paid off
the mortgage—approximately $3100
per month? Our fiscal responsibility
is to keep council aware of the
church’s financial situation; but, we
also need faith (TRUST) that the Lord
will supply our needs. Actually in the
past 2 years the rate of depletion has
decreased. That coupled with donations to reduce the mortgage are indicating that we will have sufficient
funds until the mortgage is paid off in
2021. TRUST in the Lord to provide.
We know that we will make it just fine.
Our two stars just affirmed what we
all need to do—TRUST in the Lord.
Dave & Barb Bartges

Anniversaries

March, 2020

Troutman, Rose & Ned 01
Birthdays March, 2020
Haas, Lori
Kellam, Kaye
Rinker, Lucie
Winship, Karen
Hagelstein, Gloria
Forster, Larry
Jordan, Charlene
Druckenmiller, Bob
Hanna, Anne
Landis, Lorna
McMullen, Patrica
Sacona, Ruth
Novotny, Betty

04
04
04
07
09
13
13
14
16
17
18
19
24

MARCH PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME : LENT
VERSE – 1 Peter 5:6. Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty
hand, that he may lift you up in due
time.

OPERATING FUND REPORT
As of January 31, 2020
Income Budgeted

$17,333

Income Received

20,857*

Actual Expenses

18,847

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves

+2,010

*Income adjusted to reflect QCD’s
(Qualified Charitable Distributions)

Mortgage Balance

$52,081.34

Jim Landis, Treasurer

Bill & Linda Hinkleman
Joan Hennessey
Doug & Deb Hiob
Glenn Hodges
Ed & Bev Jefferies
Frank & Kathleen Johnson
Bob & Charlene Jordan
Carrie Kauffman
Kaye Kellam
Alan & Joan King
Mary Kline
Tom & Deb Koerner
Reed & Mary Kruper

WELCOME ABOARD

Bill & Cathy Kunst

Join me in welcoming our newest members , Bryan & Karen Winship and Cindy
McDaniels. Be sure to introduce yourself
and to invite them to help on your favorite
ministry or social event. .

Jim & Lorna Landis
Louise Lauterbach
Chuck & Barb Levine
Please add others you wish to pray for……
Prayers go out to these families and yours. Keep praying!
Cathy Kunst
Please feel free to add family and friends!

Altar Flowers, Sanctuary
Candles & Bulletin
Dedications
There are many opportunities to sponsor flowers, candles and bulletins each week! Sign-up
sheets are posted on the Narthex bulletin
board. Please consider honoring or remembering loved ones, or celebrate a special event, by
dedicating Altar Flowers ($26 for 2, $13 for 1),
the Sanctuary Candle ($5) and/or a Bulletin
($5). Complete the Dedication Order Form to
ensure your dedications are complete and accurate, and along with your payment place in the
envelope supplied. Then place the envelope in
the Offering plate or submit to the Church Office.
Please note we rely on these sponsorships.
If you don’t have a special person or event
you wish to honor or memorialize, sponsorship can always be “To the Glory of God”. If
you would like the flowers you have dedicated, please arrange to pick them up after the
10:30 Sunday service. Flowers not picked
up by Monday morning will be given to those
hospitalized, homebound, or to nursing
homes.There are no Altar Flower dedications
during Lent (thru Sunday, April 14th), but
ample opportunity to dedicate the Sanctuary
Candle and/or Bulletin Insert ($5.00 each).

Thank you.
Attention Women of CLC
(Members AND Friends)
CLC is part of the DelMarVa South Cluster of the
Synodical Women’s Organization of the Delaware/
Maryland Synod. You are invited to join in the
Spring Gathering at St. Peter’s Ocean City. April 4 is
the date. Registration is from 9:30 to 10. Lunch will
be served. Pastor Gordon Simmons is the Keynote
Speaker for the gathering. He has chosen
“Christians in the Public Arena” as his topic. An offering will be received. The offering is given to the
Synodical Women’s Organization.If you want to attend, please sign up on the bulletin board in Luther
Hall or speak directly with Sandra Wachter-Myers.

God’s word is a lamp unto my feet.

Attend a Bible Study
Mondays at Noon, a lively group gathers
around scripture to study and reflect. Using
“Daily Discipleship”, an ELCA Bible study, we
read the Gospel readings for each upcoming
Sunday. As we read scripture, we also encourage one another to grow as Jesus’ disciples.
Please come. You are invited to bring a
packed lunch to enjoy as we learn together.

A tidbit of CLC history
One activity that was used to help finance the
construction of our sanctuary, narthex and Sunday School room was the collection of tabs
from metal cans. Larry Agsten volunteered to
handle the project. He would periodically drive
to the scrape yard in Georgetown to redeem
them for cash. The hand written ledger, shown
below, of the pounds collected, the price per lb.
and the total dollars received was maintained
by Larry.
While the summary below stopped in December of 2008, Larry continued this labor of love
until his untimely death in August of 2014. Bill
Warner stepped in and continued the effort until
the scrape yard would no longer accept tabs.
The value of the tabs had fallen over the years
to just a few cents per lb. The total received
over the years probably never exceeded $350.

SAVE THE DATE

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, February 26, Ash Wednesday with 3 events
planned.
7-9:30 am

Drive-thru Prayer and Ashes

12:00 noon

Spoken Word service of Ashes

7:00 pm
tion of Ashes

Service of the Word and Imposi-

Wednesdays in Lent –
Come, Follow Me – Lenten Monologue Series

-

March 4
Nicodemus

Soup 6 pm Service 7 pm -

March 11
Martha

Prayer Soup and Salad 12:00 pm

We host the Ministerium Soup and Service
March 18
Judas

The 25 th Anniversary
Dinner is October 1,
2020. You are all invited
to join in the fun at CRIPPLE CREEK GOLF
COURSE for an evening of sharing and celebrating 25 years of COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH at the crossroads.
If you would like to donate funds towards
the evening, we are taking donations now.
This summer you will be able to sign up and
make a reservation.

Soup 6 pm Service 7 pm -

March 25
Soup 6 pm Service 7 pm Mary Magdalene
April 1
Peter

Soup 6 pm Service 7 pm -

Community Lenten Lunch (sponsored by the Ministerium)
March 4

at Bethany Beach Christian

*March 11

at Community Lutheran Church*

March 18

at Ocean View Presbyterian

FROGS

at Union Wesley United Method-

What about the two stuffed
frogs in the choir loft?

Church

Church
March 25
ist Church

April 1 at Saint Ann’s Catholic Church, Bethany
Beach
Holy week services
April 5 Palm Sunday services 8 & 10:30 am
April 8 Holy Wednesday – Noon Sanctuary open
for Silent Prayer
April 9 Maundy Thursday – 7 pm Communion &
Foot Washing
April 10 Good Friday – 12 Prayer and 7 pm Dramatic Reading of the Passion
Easter Sunday April 12 rection
*

*

*

*

*

Celebration of the Resur-

Of course, you know that Jeremiah
was a bullfrog. Well meet Jeremiah Jr. and the III.
They are gifts to me from fellow disciples who feel
the “togetherness” of participating in some silliness. Let me explain this tradition of ours. When Pr.
Bettye was here, I was president of council and we
worked together a lot. One day she said that I was
prophetic. I immediately responded that she could
call me Jeremiah cause he was a bullfrog. Jeremiah
started writing an article for the Grapevine titled,
“Ponderings from a Lilly pad.” I eventually wrote 36
ponderings. I have received many froggy things
from fellow disciples. Silliness, of course, but what a
fun way to show support and encouragement.
Jeremiah

(Dave Bartges)

