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We are in the midst of anxiety around the Coronavirus. We feel exiled, alone and we have lots of 

questions about the future. The Hebrew people knew this well especially as they were exiled and 

waited many years longing to return to Jerusalem and worship in the temple. The Book of 

Lamentations is a book of poetry expressing sorrow, anxiety, fear and anger about their situation. 

While not exactly the same as we are facing, as a faith community today, I think we can resonate 

with the emotions they felt. 

In Lamentations chapter 5 we see in this last poem a summary of the entire book. It describes the 

plight and fear of many different groups of people asking where God is and if he had abandoned his 

people. It does not give a clear answer; in fact it closes with questions in the last few lines.  

19You, Lord, reign forever; 
    your throne endures from generation to generation. 
20 Why do you always forget us? 
    Why do you forsake us so long? 
21 Restore us to yourself, Lord, that we may return; 

    renew our days as of old 
22 unless you have utterly rejected us 
    and are angry with us beyond measure. 

As followers of Jesus, we know that God comes to us in Jesus. As John 3:16 reminds us “For God 

so loved the world that whoever believes in me shall not perish but have eternal life.” Keep asking 

questions, you can be angry, sad, whatever. God can handle all of it. Know that God is present, and 

his grace gives you hope through all of it. 

Blessings during this time of struggle and isolation, 

 

Rev. Mark D. Molter, n/OLF 

Community Lutheran Church 
Frankford, DE 
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor 
Office (302) 732-1156 
Cell (540) 226-6444 
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Off the top of my head 

Boy, this is a crazy time.  Who would have 
believed that a virus would or could affect 
our whole world.  I have lost track of the 
day of the week because  we didn’t go to 
church!  Everything is off kilter…..  We are 
usually so busy, but now are confined to 
home as much as possible.  My answer has 
been to pray more, read more and unfortu-
nately  worry more about how this is 
affecting  others.   Our family in Pittsburgh 
are involved in the health care profession, 
going to work caring for those that are 
affected and sick, or a jr high principal 
working on how to teach kids at home via 
computers. They are also home schooling  
Abbie, Mia, Retta  and Grace.   Our Boston 
family is trying to work from home and 
home schooling Scaia. 

On the home front, the Food Pantry is going 
strong.  We are one of the allowed services  
working to feed the hungry.  We are getting 
new families showing up too.  We are hav-
ing them knock on the door and passing the 
ready made box out to them.  We are well 
stocked but it is very hard to get bread each 
week. Even though we are willing to pay for 
it. 

It is a blessing that so far no one has been 
infected with the virus.  I pray this contin-
ues.  The more I hear this might be the year 
without a formal Easter Service, of course  
we now have Zoom!  We enjoyed worship-
ing on Sunday in our  living room.  I hope 
you were able to watch.  Pastor, Pam & 
Dean Pedersen and Tom Richardson did a 
great service.  It might be something to 
consider after the virus is gone as an evan-
gelism tool.  The creativity and problem 

solving abilities of people amazes me. 

In closing,  we should continue to pray for 
each other, wash those hands and look for-
ward to worshiping together soon.   

Prayerfully,  Cathy Kunst President 

 

.Thank you!  As you have 
continued to give your fi-
nancial offering to CLC, you 
have continued to remain 
committed to the mission and ministry of 
this congregation.  Pastor Mark is still 
available by phone and email.  The food 
pantry remains open. Bills are being paid. 
Again, thank you. 

Until this period of uncertainty is passed, 
you can help maintain the church by mail-
ing your contributions to the church or go 
to our web site www.clc19945.org and ini-
tiate  donations by credit card or bank to 
bank. The least expensive option is ACH 
payments, i.e., bank to bank. 

 

Scripture for coming Sundays 

 

March 29, 2020 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11 John11:1-45 

 

April 5, 2020    Palm Sunday 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11  

Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54 

 

April 12, 2020 Resurrection of our Lord 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6 

Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 

Colossians 3;1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 



 

 

What’s your star word? 

Remember back in January, (when the year was full of anniver-

sary joy and celebration) and you received a star and a word?  

We were asked to reflect on CLC’s past, consider CLC’s pre-

sent, and use your star to inspire you and the congregation to 

go forward in faith.  So, how is this going for you?  With your 

star placed before you each day, you are called to be inspired.   

You are asked to share your star story. With the isolation most 

of us are now experiencing, please consider writing your story 

(in a few words) and allowing it to go in the Grapevine. We do 

need our community, and our newsletter is one way to keep the 

connection to this body of Christ. 

 

 

 

God’s word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

In February you were given a book mark to encourage your reading of scripture.  The 

founding members of Community first gathered around God’s word in scripture.   

When you received this direction, we did not know that a pandemic would require us 

to stay home. Now we are separated from the community, worship, hearing and sing-

ing and praying the word of God together; not even allowing us to receive Holy Com-

munion (God’s visible word.)  Read scripture.  Call a friend to talk and to read scrip-

ture (and even pray) together.  We continue in the word of God that we will remain 

people of the word of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary!  (ELW # 296) 

Do you have a nail handy?  The plan was for you to receive a nail in March.  It 
is to remind each of us that we are people of sacrifice…Christ’s sacrifice.  The 
nail reminds you that you are indeed mortal and sinner.  What frees us from 
the confines of our sin and mortality is Christ’s sacrifice.  We are called to 
change our minds (repent).  Hold your nail (whether literally or virtually) and 
allow it to guide your prayers and meditations.  Pray for yourself and pray for 
your congregation.  The prayer might be show me (us) your way, O Lord. 



 

 

 

 

 

APRIL PRAYER FAMILIES 
 

THEME : Lent, Hope , the Coronavirus 

VERSE –  Romans 8:18.    The sufferings of 
this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us in 
Christ Jesus ! 

FAMILIES FOR APRIL 

Jack & Eileen Magar  

Judy Martin 

Carlin McMullen 

Julia McMullen 

Pat McMullen 

George McMullen 

Cheryl Mezzaroba 

Pastor Mark , Caitlin  & Norah Molter 

Gordon Naar  

Hans &  Judy Neas 

Bob & Betty Novotny 

Tom & Lynda Osterman 

Dean & Pam Pedersen 

David & Susan Pittinger 

Please add friends and family.  We also pray 
for our nation and the world as we face the 
Coronavirus , we pray that our health work-
ers are protected as they work to take care of 
the people that are sick.  We pray for 
strength, patience and resilience.  Thank 
Christ for being with us at this time of great 
anxiety, and helping us feel safe! 

Anniversaries    April, 2020 
      
          Byram, Ted & Linda  07 
      Gelato, James            14 
       Jordan, Bob & Charlene  19                      
 Ritenour, Nancy   22 
 Shifflett, Wallace & Janet       24  
 
 
 
 
 
Birthdays 
 Haas, Gunnar   05 
 Bishop, David   09 
 Kunst, Cathy    09 
 Hanna, Scot    16 
 Scott, Ann    16 
 Pittinger, Susan   22 
 Riley, Lonnie    26 
 
 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  February 29, 2020 

Income Budgeted      $34,666 

Income Received       35,957* 

Actual Expenses      35,205 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves    +   752 

 *Income adjusted to reflect QCD’s 

 (Qualified Charitable Distributions) 

Mortgage Balance     $49,089.36 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

 

 

Updating Our CLC 

 Church Directory 
 

Our “Directory  of  Disciples”  at   Com-
munity Lutheran Church has been com-
pleted and distributed!  Please continue 
to report any changes or corrections to 
our Office Team as changes will be made 
regularly  and  updates  issued on a cur-
rent basis.  

 



Our Food Pantry & Giant Foods in Millville— Partners in Ministry 
 
A special thank you to all our Food Pantry volunteers (Pastor Mark, Brenda, Cathy and Bill, Linda and Bill, 
Judy and Craig, Janet and Wally, and Barbara and Rob) who made the CLC Food Drive with Giant Foods in 
Millville so successful!  We had over 1000 items donated.  The food drive from start to end including stock-
ing the pantry was a total of 5 1/2 hours.  Great job by everyone!   
 
As we face the Coronavirus epidemic, our church council has decided that the food pantry will remain open  
enabling CLC to continue its ministry in feeding the needy of our community.  We have developed a process 
to practice social distancing while the food pantry is open.  We understand if you are uncomfortable working 
the food pantry for any reason, please let Barbara Breinich know at 215-588-4671.  Thank you to all who are 
continuing to volunteer to staff the pantry and for being active and faithful members of our church 
community. 
 
Clothing Closet is closed during the Coronavirus epidemic. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



     NEWS FROM THE DE LEGISLATURE 
 
     This is a unique year in the Delaware Legislature.  
Fear of spreading the Coronavirus caused the Legis-
lature to adjourn. Hopefully there will still be time to 
conduct the state’s business before the end of June.  
     A strong economy has been a driving force in the 
Legislature over the last couple of years, and it was 
expected to continue this year. The Governor’s pro-
posed budget had some significant increases which 
were based on increased revenues without a tax in-
crease.  Legislators may want to make some revi-
sions due to the economic impact of the virus. 
 
     There are issues that may still come before the 
Legislature.  Senator Harris McDowell has proposed 
a bill (SS1 for SB181) we are following and sup-
porting.  It will raise the state’s goal for renewable 
energy from 25% (in 2025) to 40% (in 2035), thereby 
requiring power companies to purchase more of 
their energy from wind and solar sources.  McDow-
ell’s bill also aims to fix some of the loop holes with 
the current law. 
   There’s been a lot of public interest in the so-called 
“Dying with Dignity” bill (HB140) It would allow pa-
tients with terminal conditions to request of their 
Doctor and the Doctor prescribes medications that 
would cause the end of life.  There are many re-
strictions in the bill:  the patient must be mentally 
stable, able to administer the medications themself, 
and to meet with the physician on at least three oc-
casions a month apart.  A recent poll showed that 
over 70% of Delawareans would support it. The 
ELCA, however, has a social statement which oppos-
es such measures, fearing that unspoken pressures 
from family members would put undue anxiety on 
people suffering from terminal diseases.  Your legis-
lators would be interested in your opinion. 
     The closing of the Legislature meant that we had 
to cancel a day at the Legislature planned in late 
March. However, we expect “Lutheran Day at the 
Capitol” to be held at St. Andrew’s in Dover on Sat-
urday, June 13, from 10:00-2:00.  You can register 
now at delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com.  There 
will be a small charge for lunch. 

Gordon Simmons 
State Public Policy Officer 

DE Lutheran Office for Public Policy 
 

 A Big Thank You 

All of the cards, prayers and good wishes con-

cerning my recent surgery have been greatly 

appreciated. Thank you all so much! 

Very Gratefully, Barbara Levine 

 

A very Big Thank You, to all who have donated 

greeting cards to our Card Ministry. This out-

reach ministry began in 2014. As of the end of 

February a total of 522 cards have been sent. 

People receiving these cards know their CLC 

family is thinking of them during their illness and 

wishing them well. 

Congregational Care Team 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

The 25 th Anniversary Dinner is October 1, 
2020.  You are all invited to join in the fun at 
CRIPPLE CREEK GOLF COURSE for an evening 
of sharing and celebrating 25 years of COM-
MUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH at the cross-
roads. 

If you would like to donate funds toward the 
evening, we are taking donations now.  This 
summer you will be able to sign up and make 
a reservation.   
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March Jubilee presentation 

We are people of the word.  Last month our Anniversary Story reminded us (the people of Community Lutheran) that we 

gather around the word; in worship, in study, and in mission.  This faithfulness brought us to this place; the blinking light 

at the Omar crossroads. With property and building we had our home. This ‘home’ required a lot of work, time, and re-

sources. We faced the danger of making our new place the center of our purpose; and then another challenge greeted 

us. Listen to more of our story. 

  The Delaware Maryland Synod Council accepted Community Lutheran Church as a member congregation in August of 

1995.  We give thanks for the 77 people who signed our Charter on September 24. Charter Sunday was a grand affair.  

Help for the celebration came from Mariner’s Bethel United Methodist Church, St. Ann’s Roman Catholic Church, and 

Ocean View Presbyterian church. This new congregation “received broad ecumenical support in the community.”  

As a ‘real’ congregation, we found it challenging to continue functioning as people of the word as we focused on our new 

building and organization. In January of 1996, Pastor Don Bauer began serving as our called part-time pastor.  His role 

was to lead worship, minister to the sick and others needing pastoral care, and to serve as the pastoral leadership for 

the congregation.  One of our members a retired pastor, George Baglin, chaired the Long-Range Planning Committee, 

taught Confirmation class, lead Bible studies and helped with leading worship.  Bob Orem continued to serve as evange-

lism leader, on church council and chief administrator of the congregation.  Sandra Wachter-Myers became the assistant 

to the pastor; leading Bible studies, assisting with visitation and helping with worship planning and educational ministry. 

Unfortunately, with no full time pastoral leadership, our congregation developed an identity problem.  Whom do we fol-

low? was the question. With so many part time leaders, division arose with some people attaching themselves to a spe-

cific pastor or lay leader. This threatened the well-being of this juvenile congregation. 

 St Paul wrote of a similar challenge in I Corinthian 1:10-17.  Paul wrote,  …it has been reported to me …that there are 

quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.  What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to 

Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.”  Has Christ been divided? 

Because of affinity for Bob, or Don, or George, or Sandy, conflict was creeping into the congregation.  

It was a time for change; change, as in, repentance.  We needed to turn around. We forgot that we all belong to Christ. 

CLC is a community of Christ’s leading, and not any person or personality.  In this season of Lent, we are reminded that 

as mere mortals, we are great sinners. We are in need of forgiveness, redemption, and a desire to change our ways. We 

belong to Jesus Christ, and this we must not forget.  The call to repentance, is a call to turn from our selfish thoughts, 

words and deeds, so that we will turn to Jesus Christ, the one to whom we belong. God brought healing to our congre-

gation, and it came with much needed changes.   Thoughtfully and graciously, Bob Orem stepped aside, telling people 

he was not the pastor nor the authority they might be seeking.  Pastor Bauer retired.  Pastor Baglin’s health was in de-



 

cline and he was no longer able to continue in his leadership activities.  Sandy was called to serve in a new position at 

Reformation Lutheran Church in Milford. 

God offered CLC redemption.  He sent us a pastor; one willing to serve full time despite our limited resources.  December 

1, 1998, Pastor John Barton accepted the call to shepherd this flock in Omar. With his preaching and teaching, we were 

continually reminded, to turn from our selfish desires and seek Christ’s call to mission as we centered on God’s Word in 

Jesus Christ. We must learn from our mistakes.  Our learning continues with healthy respect for, and release of the past.  

As we look forward to the next 5 or 10 or 20 or 25 years, how do we see Community growing as a congregation?  Today 

you are receiving a nail.  It is a reminder of Jesus’ sacrificial love for each of us, and his love for our congregation.  You 

are encouraged to use this nail to remind you to change your focus from self to service. In today’s gospel reading from 

John, we hear Jesus telling the Samaritan women that he gives living water.  You are baptized in this living water.  Repent 

and turn to your Living Water, Jesus Christ. 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —  

Dear Church Family, 

Oh my how I miss the bustle of a Sunday morning.   I hope you are turning into Zoom or 
FaceTime with Pastor.   How comforting to sing the familiar hymns, the Kyrie and repeat our 
prayers.  We delight in seeing or hearing the  ‘normal.’   That life is moving on when we seem 
so stagnant at home.  I’ve been doing things I’ve always said I would do if I only had the 
time….unfortunately most of it is cleaning but I’m trying to reach out to people I care about, 
You! 

I wanted to remind you to continue to support your church, your ministries and the Pastor 
along with Dee and Tom who are still working.  What must our budget look like during these 
times. We know that our state and schools are going to be closed through April and maybe 
May  -Seven weeks or more!.  Even though we are not meeting openly as a church, our work 
and operating expenses are still continuing. The Food Pantry is open and serving our neighbors.  
We are meeting  new families as well. If we can help you in any way, please let the church  
office, Pastor or myself know.  As we keep hearing ,  ’we are in this together’ , let us help.  You 
are certainly welcome to come to the pantry – we have toilet paper!! And chicken! 

The G4 churches are planning a joint Easter Service together that will be shared by Zoom. We 
will record parts at home that will be combined into one awesome celebration !    More infor-
mation to come. 

Continue to pray for ALL as I pray for all of you. 

Cathy Kunst 

President of Council 

302-249-7920 


