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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope all of you are safe in your homes as we wait out the COVID-19 Pandemic. The past few weeks have been a 
struggle as we remain confined to our homes and often feel like we can’t do much. It is difficult to remain connected as 
the body of Christ when we can’t worship together as we used to. It has been a learning experience to figure out how to 
put worship online and finding ways to connect using technology including Zoom. I am thankful for your willingness, 
openness, and graciousness as we do this together. 

 

One of the joys during this time was working with the other 3 ELCA churches in our area to put together an Online Easter 
Celebration. I hope you felt the same way. 

 

We have also been connecting on Zoom during our Sunday Digital Coffee hour and Wednesday Prayer times. The choir 
even has its own meet-up time. We are learning to stay in the community as time goes on. I encourage all of you to find 
ways to stay connected.  Give me or others in the church a call to help you stay connected. We are in this together and 
this might be our new normal for quite some time. Please encourage people to connect with our online resources. If that 
is a problem for you or others, please let me know so we can provide you with something whether that be a weekly 
mailer or regular phone call check ins. 

 

Social distancing has become the new normal. Life as we knew it has changed. It will be hard to go back to the ways 
things were even when social distancing measures are no longer required. I know for myself that even going to the store 
on rare occasions during this time or thinking about larger groups makes me anxious in ways I wasn’t before. I imagine 
this might be true for many of you as well. This is a life changing moment. For the Disciples on the road to Emmaus 
seeing Jesus die on the Cross was a life changing. And in their grief Resurrected Jesus showed up to comfort and give 
them hope on their journey and beyond. May the resurrected Christ give you hope during this difficult time now.  

 

As we think about the future, we will have to think through and make decisions about what our worship and church life 
will look like. We most likely will not be able to go back to our original worship service times and some form of online 
worship might have to continue. Many of our regular meetups and groups will be limited and might have significantly 
lower attendance. I know that for many of our members being in larger gatherings will be difficult for some time. The 
overall risks of COVID-19 will decrease but the significant risk remains for many. It will be quite a shift for us.  

 

My hope is that we will be stronger because of what we are facing now and will meet these new challenges so we can 
continue to serve Christ, one another, and the community. We may have to let go of our specific preferences so that we 
can accommodate the needs of others. We are a community called to ‘Know Christ and make Christ known’. Let us keep 
that as our guiding principle and goal. 

. 

Rev. Mark D. Molter, n/OLF 

Community Lutheran Church 
Frankford, DE 
Child of God, Servant for Christ, Pastor 
Office (302) 732-1156 
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Off the top of my head 

During this time of quarantine I am enjoy-
ing having time to read.  I’m reading every-
thing.   Emails and Facebook count .  One 
email was  entitled,  “The  Lord will fight for 
you,  you need only to be still.”   That got 
my attention, “STILL” as I am. 

It was a devotional reflection on Exodus 14: 
14.   The writer shared he has spent time as 
a missionary in Papua, New Guinea.   He re-
ported that when introduced to people 
they did not ask what do you do or what is 
your name.   They wanted to know to 
whom do you belong?   What tribe or group 
do you belong?       Let’s pick up the story 
there……. 

“Between the day that Jesus rose from the 
dead and his Ascension,  the Lord’s focus 
was not on what the disciples could do for 
him,  but rather on who  they belonged  
too.   They were his chosen disciples.   Be-
cause of that,  he chose to appear to them.   
As far as we can tell from scripture, all they 
did was wait around for him to act.   To be 
sure, eventually the Lord had work for 
them to do.   They were commanded to be 
his witnesses.   But there was a season of 
time when God wanted them just to be still 
and appreciate that they were chosen by 
him and that he was acting on their behalf. 

 

Maybe that is helpful for you.   In this 
locked down season perhaps the Lord is 
calling you just to be STILL.   Perhaps he 
wants you to allow him to work his majestic 
work in our world while you just watch.  
That should be no surprise. After all when it 
came time for him to pay the price for our  

sin and our redemption, he took the whole 
responsibility upon himself and insisted that 
you just watch. 

 

So don’t fret too much about this time of inac-
tivity  or lesser activity.   Instead,  let it be a 
reminder  to you that sometimes the Lord in-
sists that you allow him to manage the details 
of life and tells you that you need only to be 
STILL.” 

  Something to think about! 

Prayerfully,  Cathy Kunst President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is our Church, but any organization, be it 

profit or nonprofit, relies heavily on its intake and 

output of money and accurate and complete rec-

ords of the money as it passes into and out of the 

organization.  Currently, we have a volunteer 

staff who oversees that operation.  However, it is 

necessary that other individuals come forth to 

learn and become an active part of the financial 

process, as well.  The Church cannot continue to 

rely only on the present financial team.  If the 

Church loses any member of this staff, what 

then?  Please contact Jim Landis, Treasurer, Deb 

Koerner, Financial Secretary, or Dave Bartges, 

System Administrator, if you are interested in 

learning more. 

The Finance Team 
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Editorial 

Just a brief reminder from your INTERIM editor that, as much as I enjoy assembling the Grapevine, 

I have numerous other obligations and really need to pass this labor of love on to our new editor. 

You know who you are. Yes, you are the person who is reasonably proficient using WORD or Mi-

crosoft Publisher. However, you are afraid to commit to a big regular job. While this is a monthly 

task, it only takes 4 to 8 hours spread over one week. Others do the writing; you assemble and 

make things fit. I anxiously wait for your call to discuss the details.   Dave B.  

 

Words from a Journal 

From the journal of a student of Spiritual Discipline 

3/23/2020 – From April 2009 through September 2011, I wrote 19+ articles on my ponderings of spiritual matters. These were 

posted on our church Blog. I reread some of them recently and feel called to share the essence of some of them again. Things 

haven’t changed that much. But before I do that I received an intriguing thought just the other day and will start with it. 

Due to the coronavirus we are now starting our second week of social distancing and probably will have several more weeks to go. 

Consider what is happening. We have been instructed to distance ourselves from other human beings so that the spread of the vi-

rus can be slowed leading to its eventual disappearance. No church, no meetings, no eating out and no concerts or sport events. All 

to minimize the chance of us being compromised with the virus. Unfortunately, there is an analogy with Christians that practice 

spiritual/service/scripture, SSS, distancing. In their case, it is self-imposed – perhaps a form of fear of being compromised and hav-

ing to change their lifestyles.  While social distancing is demanded for the common good, the SSS distancing is not for the common 

good and has elements of selfishness. It is practiced by never attending any kind of Bible or spiritual discussion groups, never read-

ing any form of religious books, and avoiding most worship experiences other than Sunday morning. The great thing about SSS dis-

tancing is that you are in control. It is the individual’s personal decision to stop the SSS distancing and allow the Holy Spirit to lead 

you into an expanded understanding and excitement for things of God. Each of us have various gifts for use for the common good. 

These gifts when enabled by the Holy Spirit will lead us in different spiritual directions. CLC offers numerous ministries for which 

your help would be profound! While social distancing due to the virus will probably be measured in weeks, don’t let any SSS distanc-

ing grow into years. 

After thought: Lifelong study and growth are key elements of the Christian walk. 

R. Jeremiah 

Attend a Bible Study 

Mondays at noon, a lively coed group gathers 
around scripture to study and reflect.  Using 
“Daily Discipleship”, an ELCA Bible study, we 
read the Gospel readings for each upcoming 
Sunday. As we read scripture, we also encour-
age one another to grow as Jesus’ disciples.  
Please come.  You are invited to bring a packed 
lunch to enjoy as we learn together. 

Sandy Wachter-Myers 

Men’s Study Group 

Wednesday mornings at 8:15 a small group of 

men meet to discuss spirituality and other chal-

lenging topics related to our Christian walk. We 

are just finishing “The Sacred Year” by Michael 

Yankoski. Prior to that we read and discussed 

numerous chapters from “New Seeds of Con-

templation” by Thomas Merton. The daily medi-

tations issued by Richard Rohr are discussed 

when one of us feels affirmation or challenges 

to our comfort level. All men are invited to join 

in our discussions.   

Jeremiah  (Dave Bartges) 
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MAY PRAYER FAMILIES 
 

THEME – PEACE AND COMFORT 

VERSE :    PHILLIPPIANS 4: 6-7  Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation by prayer and petition with 
Thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.  The peace of God which trans-
cends all understanding will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

JOHN 16 : 33. I have told you these 
things so that in me you may have 
peace.  In this world you will have trou-
ble.  Take heart, for I have overcome the 
world. 

DEUTERONOMY 31 : 6 Be strong and 
courageous.   Do not be afraid for the 
Lord your God goes with you.   He will 
never leave or forsake you. 

 

FAMILIES FOR MAY 

Tom Richardson 

Richard & Linda Riehl 

Dick & Sophia Riehl 

Kathryn Riley 

Lou & Lonnie Riley 

Nancy Ritenour   

Norma Rodney 

Eunice Rollings 

Karen Russo 

Harry & Ruth Sacona 

Gene & Connie Schaffner  

Pastor Gary & Ann Scott  

Richard Selby  

Blaine & Mary Shatzer  

Wally and Janet Shifflett 

Lesley Shuey 

 

Dear friends,   I got carried away with 
the Bible verses, but I didn’t  think you 
would mind.  This May we need all the 
Bible verses ! 

Of course, I would never forget Moth-
ers’ Day!   My mother would have 
been 100 years old a few weeks ago!  
God bless all the Moms, those with us 
and those waiting for us to come 
home. AND the Grandmas, who have it 
the best ! Always praying for you….. 
Cathy Kunst 
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Food  Pantry  
 
During this time of the coronavirus we are doing everything we can to be safe and keep others safe.  In prep-
aration for delivering Easter Dinner Baskets, and to be able to provide our food pantry clients with their 
April food box we decided to accomplish this by working in family units.  
 

Tuesday, March 31
st

, we had just a few visitors, so Carol Walton, Dave & Barb Bartges and Cathy Kunst 
filled 21 baskets with nonperishables and Alan King brought tons of bread that we froze. 
 
Monday, Barbara and Rob Breinich picked up the hams for the Easter Dinner Baskets from Giant and also 
put together nonperishables for 30 April client boxes!  
 
Louise Egan bought 2 large ham slices.  Cindy McDaniels picked up the eggs and cut the dozens in half so 
they were ready.    Pat McMullen and Pat Carroll made 75 plastic eggs with candy inside. 
 
Tuesday, Cathy, Bill, and Scott Kunst set up and met the crowds. From home, Barbara Breinich called all the 
current food pantry clients to remind them to pick up their Easter Dinner Basket, and informed them an April 
box of food was also available for them. It was explained to the clients that the pantry would be closed the 

rest of the month of April and to call the church office after May 
1st

 for an update regarding when the pantry 
will reopen.  Nine people came at 10 am.  Crazy....Each person who signed up for a basket also got their box 
for April. With chicken, hot dogs and a bag full of bread products.  Twenty baskets were passed out, and the 
Kunst’s had a family in their neighborhood with 4 kids who the parent had lost his job, so the last basket & 
ham was given to them!  We had about 6 people who had not sign up for a basket and they were given their 
April box.  It was wild but great to see these folks so appreciative and relieved.  It was wonderful to see that 
our pantry could feed those families. 
 
Wednesday, Barbara and Rob Breinich picked up the chicken from Hocker’s for when the pantry reopens. 
 
The Pantry and the Clothing Closet is now closed for the remainder of the month of April, we will re-

evaluate the reopening of the food pantry after May 
1st

.  The pantry is bare to say the least and will necessi-
tate a major shopping. 
 
Thank you all for all you do. Stay safe!  We are in this together!! 
 
 
Barbara Breinich and Cathy Kunst 
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Anniversaries    May, 2020 
 Carroll, Bill & Pat   01 
 Warner, Bill & Nancy 07 
 Stark, Debra   10 
 Fern, Mary   12 
 Rinker, Greg  & Leslie 14 
 Hiob, Doug & Debby 18 
 Pedersen, Dean & Pam 19 
 Novotny, Bob & Betty 26 
 Magar, Jack & Eileen 28 
 Richardson, Tom  29 
 
 

 

 

Birthdays  May 2020 

 Egan, Louise   03 

 Booth, Andrea  06 

 Warner, Nancy  07 

 Carroll, Pat   09 

 King, Joan   09 

 Levine, Barb   10 

 Byram, Linda  13 

 Warner, Bill   25 

 Gray, Geoffrey  31 
 

OPERATING FUND REPORT 

   As of  March 31, 2020 

Income Budgeted      $52,000 

Income Received       64,052* 

Actual Expenses      50,839 

Net Gain/Loss of Reserves      +$13,813 

 *Income adjusted to reflect QCD’s 

 (Qualified Charitable Distributions) 

Mortgage Balance     $46,070.50 

Jim Landis, Treasurer 

 

      NEWS FROM THE DE LEGISLATURE 
     ELCA RELEASES PROPOSED STATEMENT ON  

GOVERNMENT 

     With the Delaware Legislature closed because of the statewide stay-at-
home order, we have time to look at a proposed statement from the ELCA 
on “Government and Civic Engagement:  Discipleship in a Democracy.”  
You can find the statement in its entirety at https://www.elca.org/Faith/
Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Government 
     You are also encouraged to give some feedback (this is still a pro-
posal!), which you can do at https://www.monkeysurvey.com//r//
SocialMessageReviewForm 
     Here’s a summary of what the statement says:   

     Lutherans care about government because it is a gift from God intend-

ed for the safety and flourishing of human life.  Imagine what life would 

be like without government! On the local level: clean drinking water, gar-

bage removal, schools. On the state level:  highways, courts, law enforce-

ment. On the national level: Social Security, Medicare, immigration con-

trol, help in natural disasters, protection of civil liberties. Lutherans be-

lieve that one of the ways that God rules is through governmental roles 

and functions to preserve the safety and enhance the flourishing of earth-

ly life. 

     Here’s the big question that Lutherans want to ask concerning the gov-

ernment: Is the neighbor being served?  These are some Lutheran guide-

lines:  1) Have the governed given consent?  2) Is participation unrestrict-

ed?  3) Is public service recognized as a vocation?  4) Does government 

function for the public benefit?  5) Do public servants receive public grati-

tude?  6) Is service extended to all, without regard to race, ethnicity, gen-

der, sexual orientation or other individual characteristics?  7) Does the 

government operate with civility?  8) Is there adequate regulation to en-

sure safety and well-being?  9)  Are continual reforms enacted to ensure 

against corruption?  10)  Is the government held accountable for abuses 

of power?  11) Are some government roles designed to harm rather than 

help the neighbor?  12) Are non-citizens also afforded dignity and human 

rights?  13) Is it recognized that within a nation there are certain neces-

sary limitations on individual freedoms?   

     The statement recognizes that the government often betrays the pub-

lic trust, but it says that this happens because citizens have failed to raise 

their voices and votes against the misuses of government. It calls upon 

Lutherans to see strong civic engagement as a part of their baptismal vo-

cation, both as individuals and in the church’s corporate witness. 

     Hey, you’re stuck at home all time during the quarantine!  Take some 

time to read the whole statement and send in your responses. 

. 
Gordon Simmons 

State Public Policy Officer 
DE Lutheran Office for Public Policy 

 

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Government
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Government
https://www.monkeysurvey.com/r/SocialMessageReviewForm
https://www.monkeysurvey.com/r/SocialMessageReviewForm
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A poem from Pastor William Schaffer, LCMS 

Upcoming Events 

We can put a few dates on our calendar‘s for May. 

Sundays    May 3, May 10, 17th, 24
th
, and 31st     We  will have YouTube 

services at 9 AM and Coffee Hour  at 10AM on Zoom.  

May 5.  EXCOM at 2 PM on Zoom 

May 6.  25th  Anniversary’s meeting at 12 noon on Zoom   

May 10.  Mother’s Day 

May 13    Council  meeting At 2 PM on Zoom. 

May 21.  Ascension Day  

May 25    Memorial Day 

May 28 -30th  The Synod Assembly has been cancelled  

Every  Wednesday at 11 AM on Zoom is a prayer service with Pastor Mark 

Check emails and web site for tuning in information 
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Stewardship 

With so much time to fill, consider this… Stewardship is part of all aspects of our lives. How are 
you stewarding in these strange and challenging times? What really matters? How are you like those 
first disciples locked away in fear? What do you need to see from Jesus to experience resurrection 
afresh? Taking time to ask and ponder big questions is good stewardship, too! 
Stewardship at Home 
If your sheltering-in-place affords you the luxury of time to pray and ponder deeply, consider these 
words by John Brady, MD, Chair, American Board of Family Medicine, in a recent email to col-
leagues: “Every flaw of our health care system and our society seems to be accentuated” by COVID-
19 in the USA. 
What flaws do you see in our health care system and society? What positive points do you see? 
How might we work on the flaws while still affirming the positives? What one aspect might you be 
committed to working on once we are removed from sheltering and quarantine orders? How will you 
incorporate this into your prayers? 
Pray for the church, the world and all people.  How to pray for those nearest to us.  Are you walking 
in your neighborhood these days?  What if you prayed as you walked?  If you are not walking, con-
sider drawing a neighborhood map and add the names of your neighbors (that you know) and in-
clude concerns for your neighbors in your prayers.  Pick up the church directory.  Pray for your sis-
ters and brothers.  Pick up the phone and call.  Send a card. As you pray, include prayers of grati-
tude as well as concerns.  Inspired by SOLI (Stewardship of Life Institute)    Sandra Wachter-Myers 

 

BE PREPARED! 

In late 2018 and early 2019 the Finance Team investigated and subsequently set up means for folks 
to contribute electronically. We selected a company named “tithe.ly” since it offered ELCA congrega-
tions a very competitive discount. I’m sure many thought it was a major waste of time. Who in our 
congregation would want to use it? Well, CLC was prepared when the corona virus hit! Some tithe.ly 
statistics will show what has & is happening: 

Time period    transactions/ mo. Unique users /mo. avg. contribution/mo. 

June 2019 to Feb 2020  4.3   1 or 2   $155 

March 2020    10   5   $3,263 

Thru April 21 (partial mo.)  5   4   $305 

After mid March, when in person worship was cancelled, we were all confronted with the issue of 
how to get our contributions to the church. A large number of folks have mailed their checks. But in-
stead of mailing a check, a growing number of folks are going to our website and initiating either a 
credit card or bank to bank (ACH) transaction. The process is very easy and there is no expense for 
stamp, check and envelope. Of course there is a charge when one uses tithe.ly. The least expensive  
of the two types of transactions is the ACH type. The charge with ACH is $0.25 plus 0.005 times the 
value of the transaction. For example, a contribution of $100 would cost $0.75.  The cost of using a 
credit card is $0.25 plus 0.025 times the value of the transaction. In this case, the $100 contribution 
would cost $2.75.  

When one uses tithe.ly, our Financial Secretary team is advised by tithe.ly of the details of the trans-
action and the money goes straight into the church checking account. Our team processes the data 
into our own system so credit is given to the donor and the funds are deposited into any specified 
account. 

We give thanks to those who are capable of continuing support of our ministries by any means dur-
ing this time of distancing and staying home. 

Dave for the Finance Team 


