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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Psalm 46
For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. According to alamoth. A song.
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God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
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Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way

Come and see what the Lord has done,

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
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the desolations he has brought on the earth.
9

though its waters roar and foam

He makes wars cease

and the mountains quake with their surging.
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to the ends of the earth.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.

the holy place where the Most High dwells.
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God is within her, she will not fall;

I will be exalted among the nations,

God will help her at break of day.
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I will be exalted in the earth.”

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
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He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;

11 The Lord Almighty is with us;

The Lord Almighty is with us;

The God of Jacob is our fortress

the God of Jacob is our fortress.

I don’t know about you, but I have never felt more distracted than in the past few weeks. In the
first few weeks I was very focused on trying to manage the everchanging Covid-19
crisis. Well, we are still in the midst of Covid-19. There is less of a crisis now, but all
Rev. Mark D. Molter, n/OLF

(cont. on page 2)
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the anxiety and uncertainty remain. And this is not just Covid-19. We are also dealing
with a national conversation about Racism, violence and government power. Not easy
subjects to talk about without numerous opinions or high emotions.
In my conversations with others, particularly other pastors. We share the same stories
of being exhausted, distracted and trying to find and give solace and peace in the midst
of a chaotic world. We face uncertainty and increasingly different demands of time and
energy. Focus and clarity are hard to come by. I find myself turning to small things that
require less thinking and I can have more control over. While these are a momentary
reprieve to the stressors and concerns of the world they remain around me. Some of
these small things like constantly checking email, playing sudoku and other procrastination tactics get in the way of the larger important issues and tasks that we are called
to do. They keep us looking selfishly inward rather than outward in love.
So where do we turn?
I read Psalm 46 as a reminder of God’s grace in a hurting, and distracted world. God is
a source of refuge and strength during this difficult time. Oh, how I long for violence
and protest to end, for law enforcement not to need or use weapons or force, for Covid19 to disappear, distractions to cease, for the whole earth to just stop and acknowledge
God. How I long for something different than the chaos and uncertainty around me.
While we still have the uncertainty of Covid-19, national politics and other issues. I can
claim the certainty of God’s grace I find in Jesus. May you find God’s grace in whatever
is going on in your life, distractions and all.
Let us also confess that these distractions can be sin that keeps us from Loving God
and our neighbors as we are called to. In the Romans Passages in the past weeks,
there is one passage in which Paul talks about what it means to be captive to sin. “For I
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. Romans 7:19-20. However, we know that through Christ we are
no longer captive to Sin but freed by faith. “ So here is my prayer and confession for this time,
when we all might be captive to sin and distraction.
Let Us Pray,
Lord Jesus,
We live in the midst of a busy and chaotic world. Don’t let distraction keep us from
seeking you. Don’t let sin keep us from loving you and our neighbor. We confess all our
distractions and sins and we trust in your grace and mercy. Be with us. Be our refuge.
Let us be still and know that you are God. Amen.
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Off the top of my head

You would only enter the church through the
main door, proceeding through the narthex
into the sanctuary, without stopping . We will
have a sanitizer at every door to be used.

The church is not closed!

We are open!
We are open to worship on
YOUTUBE. We’re open for coffee hour and
planning committees with Zoom and we are
caring members helping each other.

As with everything the last few months,
church will be different too. We won’t be
able to sing, but Tom will have beautiful music
for us with musicians and soloists. No “sharing
of the peace” as we know it. For the first few
weeks we will not have communion. We
want to take it slow and see how we do.
When we can have Communion, no common
cup or intinction will be available. Our ELCA
governing board has issued ways to commune
in a meaningful protected way. After being
served we will leave by going out through Luther Hall. We will go out row by row with social distancing. There will be one way into the
building and one way out. The kitchen, choir
room and clothing closet area will be closed
off. The whole church will be thoroughly
cleaned with a sanitizing spray each week.
Pastor and Dee’s office will be sprayed more
often as they are working most days. This will
continue until phase 2 is over. We will
continue to keep the sanitizer dispensers for
use into the future.

We are keeping the food pantry open for
our families that need our help and our
White Bag Lunch program starts this week
feeding 25 children.. Sounds like we are
definitely open!
We are looking into even more ways to
share Community with you. A few churches in our G4 area are using “Call Multiplier”,
this is a phone call to many people at once.
We would like to call you at least once a
week with a message from Pastor with Bible verses, an encouraging message and
prayers. We hope this would help us to
stay connected and know that God is still in
control of our world and our lives.
Of course we hope to be worshiping together in the future. EXCOM along with
Doug Fields and Tom Richardson spent
some time in our Sanctuary this week
seeing how we can sit people 6 feet apart
and follow the state regulation for church
readiness. Of course, masks will be required
as it is in most businesses and stores.

Signs will be posted to keep us aware of our
commitment to each other to be safe. If you
are part of an at-risk group, are sick, have
been exposed to COVID-19 or do not feel
comfortable gathering in person, we encourage you to stay home and continue to worship
with us online. Your health and safety is of upmost care and concern for our congregation.
Because the guidelines for dealing with this
virus change so quickly we will continue to update this plan as needed. Worship will look
and feel different.

We packed up the Hymnals and those pencils and cards that are in the pews. We anticipate sitting in every other pew row with
families sitting at least 6 feet apart. We will
be E mailing bulletins to use as well as individual sheets to take with you.
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This will be our ‘new normal’ for this season in
life as the church together so that we can share
the love of God by keeping one another safe.
Our Synod Is also having workshops for council
presidents, stewardship leaders, and finance
planners to keep us mindful of the challenges we
face doing our jobs - serving our mission. I met
via Zoom last week with over 30 Council Presidents. It was very helpful to hear we are all
working hard to keep our churches on track in so
many different directions. We are going to continue meeting solving our common issues. I
thank God for this group and for you, our members, who are so willing to help. May we continue to be blessed during this time. Always, Cathy
Kunst

Service Team Project

World Central Kitchen

It’s been 70 days since WCK’s COVID19 response began across America, including Delaware. Since then , WCK, a
not-for-profit, non-governmental organization devoted to providing meals in the
wake of natural disasters, has served
over 10 million fresh meals to students,
families in need, seniors and frontline
Questionnaire!
healthcare heroes. It’s a sobering reSoon you will receive a
minder of the impact the coronavirus is
questionnaire via e-mail
having on our communities. With more
or mail, asking for your
than 40 million Americans out of work,
opinion about the Phase 2 changes for our
getting back to in-house worship at CLC. PLEASE the need for food will only increase in
answer and return ASAP. We want to hear from the weeks ahead.. Your support enables
WCK to serve 300,000 meals every day,
you! Cathy
and also help over 1,600 restaurants
keep their lights on and serve their
neighbors in need. They provide over
250,000 meals every day.
Please help us with this project. Place
your donations in a Love envelope
marked “World Central Kitchen .”

4

JULY PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME : Social Justice
VERSE. Isaiah 1:17. Learn to do good, seek justice,
correct oppression, bring justice to the fatherless,
plead the widows cause.
Micah 6:8. He has told you, oh man, what is good.
what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice ,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God.

Louis & Susan Barracato
Dave & Barb Bartges
Patricia Baughman
Andrea Booth
Bob & Brenda Breiner
Rob & Barbara Breinich
Thaddeus Burger
Bill & Pat Carroll

Anniversaries July 2020
Portland, Charlie
Sacona, Harry & Ruth
Barnhart, Mark E.
Deshazo, Thomas & Ellen
Kruper, Reed & Mary
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03
20
22
22

Birthdays July 2020
Troutman, Rose
Molter, Mark
Kruper, Mary
Kruper, Reed
Fern, Mary
Hiob, Doug
Walton, Carolyn
Novotny, Bob
Waluk, Kathy
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06
13
14
16
19
19
21
29

Tom Clarke
Lois Corson
OPERATING FUND REPORT
AS OF May 31, 2020

Nancy Deweese

George & Phyllis Dobson

INCOME BUDGETED…………………………..$86,666
NCOME RECEIVED……………………………. 97,877*
ACTUAL EXPENSES……………………………91,052
NET GAIN/LOSS OF RESERVES……………$ 6,825

Lee Driscoll
Please feel free to add family and friends and continue to pray for your brothers and sisters at CLC !

* Income adjusted to reflect QCD’s ( Qualified Charitable Distributions ) and PPP ( Payroll Protection Program )
MORTGAGE BALANCE - $33,973.68

Pray for the family of Carol Clarke ….for the heartbreak of losing a loved one.
Pray for our country and the world as we face racism,
ageism, sexism, injustice over religion and sexuality….. that affect us all.
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NEWS FROM THE DE LEGISLATURE

July 2020 Newsletter article

REMAINING CIVIL IN A DIVIDED WORLD
Select the article below, or one of the more than three dozen in the
Toolkit Newsletter Article Archive. Reprint permission is granted for
local congregational use. Just copy and paste into your newsletter!
Please include the copyright notice. Other uses please inquire:
rblezard@lss-elca.org.

We the People:
Steward our democracy

Recently I sent out some e-mails to Delaware legislators encouraging their support for SB250, a proposal
from Senator Harris McDowell of New Castle to increase the production of energy through renewable
sources, especially solar. I received numerous responses, some pro and some con, but all of them
courteous. Except for one.
The Legislator began: “THIS BILL IS EVIL.”

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights,
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That,
to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.
Two sentences from the Declaration of Independence express the true
hierarchy that orders our lives. At the top is God, our creator. Human
beings are next, and we create government to secure our rights. So,
the hierarchy is: God, people, government.
This marks a dramatic innovation in Western thought. For centuries
monarchs had been understood to rule “by divine right,” so the accepted hierarchy was: God, monarchy (government), people.

Wow! I hadn’t really thought about it that way. I decided, however, not to respond in kind, but to look for
some points of agreement. This is what I wrote:
I hope we can keep this civil. I would never call you -or a bill you support "evil". We may disagree about
things, but that's OK. I regard you as a child of
God. Moreover, if you really believe that "God instructs us to help the poor", we should be allies. That's what I believe! It's one of the main points
in the Bible. "Justice" in the Bible is not treating everyone the same, it's showing preference for the poor,
the afflicted, the outcast. So, let's work on that….

We celebrate the Declaration’s signing day, July 4, 1776, with fireworks, family cookouts and parades. This year’s Fourth of July comes
in the wake of Covid-19 and protests over the death George Floyd -events that have brought to light many deep-seated problems.

Who is hurt the most by poor air quality? Who has
less air-conditioning, less access to health care, more
chronic diseases? Why do you suppose the Chronavirus is disproportionately affecting the poor? It's
because they are already likely to have bad lungs!

Amid economic instability, rising inequality in wealth and healthcare,
disparities in criminal justice and other issues, many are asking, “Who
does the government really serve?” The Declaration reminds us that
we’re in charge, and we have the power to make changes to direct the
path our government is on.

If it's the poor you're concerned about, what suggestions do you have to help to reduce their energy
costs? I'm listening.

It would be wise for God’s people to mark the Fourth of July, 2020,
with deep reflection and renewed commitment to working to ensure a
government that reflects our values and serves all of God’s people.
Why is this a stewardship issue? Christian stewardship is the discipline
of taking care of and using wisely all that God has given us – whether
it be money, health, relationships, or even governments. God has entrusted us with a vibrant democracy. It’s up to us to take care of it.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as an
assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, and
works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at
www.thestewardshipguy.com
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I haven’t heard back from the Legislator yet, but I’m
willing to keep up the dialog. I’m committed to a little
civility in a political atmosphere where name-calling
and hostility to often prevail.
.
Gordon Simmons
State Public Policy Officer
DE Lutheran Office for Public Policy

And my God will supply every need of yours according to God’s riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To
our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 4:19, 20

God does supply what we need for this mission journey; then, now, and in the future.
All long the way, with every step this congregation took, there was a vision for what
needed to come next. Committed to our Lutheran presence at the crossroads, we
had no choice but to move forward.
Pastor Barton began his ministry with us in December 1998. He came with loads of
experience and gifts. Members of the congregation had begun addressing the building limitations before his arrival. A trailer was purchased and parked next to the building to provide office space. The former office became a Sunday School/Nursery
room.
In 1996 Gordon Naar prepared preliminary drawings for adding new space. In 1997,
an ELCA architect was consulted. As our space remained cramped, there was definitely a vision for a future worship space that would allow for growth in worship attendance. October of 1999 the congregation voted to approve the expansion of the building. Bob Orem served as the chair of the building committee. Bob Novotny chaired
the Building Expansion Fund Committee. In December Ralph Arnold was appointed
by the council a Coordinator of Building Expansion.
Always in the discussion was a form of ‘we can’t afford this.’ Pastor Barton knew
there was a way to get over this hurdle. A plan was needed and it included ‘cottage
meetings’ to explain the building plan and to encourage financial support. Forward in
faith we traveled.
Bill Mixon prepared a model of the addition…see it, ask questions, let us know what
you think. The graphic design of Bob Hagelstein aided this show and tell.
Bob Druckenmiller took over as chair of the Building Committee. The committee expanded with subcommittees to attend to use of the space as well as construction.
Thoughtful consideration was given to what the worship space should be. Believe it
or not, not everyone agreed on every idea. It was quite an array of women and men
from different worship experience. Details concerning parking, traffic flow, doors and
7

more. The saints managed to work together, for all wanted the best for our worship
and the welcoming of guests.
.October of 2000 the Building Finance Committee, chair Dave Bartges, met with Kirby
Smith Associates, Inc. The theme “Share the Dream of Community” was adopted as
the Capital Campaign began. By February 2001 over $213, 000 was pledged over a
three -year period. This exceeded the goal necessary to receive funding from the
ELCA Mission Investment Fund. We had the loan. God does provide and there was
great thanksgiving for this.
There is more to this story and it will be told. For now, pause a moment. Consider
this, God provided for more than our financial needs. To get to this point in our story,
the people needed included, an experienced pastor, artists, draftsmen, worship leaders, organizers, dreamers, questioners; an entire congregation filled with interested
and invested servants of God. Lest you think this planning for expansion was all
Community Lutheran was involved in, you are mistaken. Worship continued. Attendance increased. Music soared. Bible studies met. Fellowship was active. (Hand and
Foot goes back a long way.) The quilting group was formed when Peggy Barton had a
vision of starting a Lutheran World Relief quilting ministry and people agreed to come
together to quilt. Lutheran World Relief received the quilts and sent them all over the
world. This continues to be the mission of “The Loose Threads.” Service begun is service continued. God provides for every need.
It is lovely to think of those who have gone before us, but we dare not linger. For we
are now the ones to hold the vision and to expect God to provide what we need.
What is your vision for Community Lutheran Church? It is time for us to dream
dreams and see visions.
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