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“For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a
spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 1 Timothy 1:6-7
In the beginning of 1 Timothy, Paul writes about the faith that is passed to Timothy from his grandmother and that this faith is alive
in Timothy. It is also alive in us. The past few months have been trying to say the least. Like many of you we have been stuck in
survival mode. We can be stuck trying to maintain a sense of normal and not think about the future. This is operating in fear. Paul
reminds us that in Christ we have been given a spirit of Power, love, and self-control. Let us live into this spirit and not fear. As Fall
begins it brings with it new challenges and new expectations.
In an article by church consulting group. They list 10 questions churches should be asking. These questions I think will help us move
from a sense of fear and survival to a better understanding of where we are now and help us think more clearly about where we
want to go. I have rephrased these questions to help us think through where we are in our context. Feel free to share with each
other some of your answers.
What were we on the verge of discovering or accomplishing before the onset of the pandemic? What needs to move forward
in different ways now?
What was possible before that may not be possible for some time—if ever?
What seemed important before that feels superfluous now?
What was undervalued before that may hold greater value now?
What mattered about geography before that no longer matters?
What margin or lack of margin was built into our old model of doing church? What new abundance are we experiencing now?
Where are we experiencing scarcity now that was not evident before?
What is our greatest asset now?
What relationships will we need to build on or strengthen in the months ahead?
What unique role might our congregation play in local, national, and even global recovery?
What long term changes in the bigger picture would we like to be part of bringing to fruition?
These questions are not easy to answer, but I think they will help us look at this COVID time with hope and reflection about what
God was and is doing in our community. To draw upon another image from the Bible. Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40
years. It took them a while to figure out what trusting and following God looked like before they were ready to enter the promised
land. We are ourselves wondering in the Wilderness. How is God leading us and guiding us during this time? I
think these questions will give us some guidance.
A brief word on Reopening and in-person worship. We are eager to begin gathering again in person. Things will
be different. We are planning at the earliest sometime in September. This is for several reasons. We had a
consensus that we wanted news about Phase 3 status in the State of Delaware. We wanted time to review,
train, and make sure we have a solid plan and have communicated that to everyone well in advance of our first
in person gathering. And lastly, we are getting some work done on the Church roof starting in early August. It is
simply easier to delay reopening until that work is completed than it is to try and work around it.
Blessings and Peace, Pastor Mark
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Support for Prison Ministry

Off the top of my head

Community of St. Dysmas (CSD)

Pastor Susan Beck was called to minister to the Community of St. Dysmas when Pastor Gary Rickels retired. She supports Lutheran congregations of 2 to 20
disciples in four different Maryland prisons. On July 5th
Pr. Beck gave an excellent sermon for our weekly Service of The Word on YouTube. She also joined us at
our weekly coffee hour on Zoom. She shared several
accounts of the Holy Spirit working with CSD members. We also learned a lot about the prison system
and the constraints that she must operate around.

The church is not closed!

We are open!
Last month I assured you that the
church is open! And it still is! But I
am getting anxious not knowing
when things will go back to normal.
When will we go back to our in person worship? Anxious about
schools opening or not opening.
Going to reunions and outings or
not… You know the options, you
are trying to figure it out
yourselves.

Unfortunately, due to the corona virus, she cannot
enter the prisons at this time. The ministry is maintaining contact by sending a word of support and
comfort to every member every week. This is a
daunting task as there are currently 58 folks involved.
Letters are only sent to any facility if there are enough
letters for all CSD members at that facility. No one is
to be left out. The ministry would greatly appreciate
help in writing the letters.

But take a look at the August Bible
verses on the prayer sheet list. Oh
my, the Lord as usual, has the
answers. Trust him – do not depend on our own ideas….. he will
show us the Way to go! Be
strong! Be courageous! Do not
be afraid. He will be with us wherever we go!

Pr. Susan sent me guidelines and a template that can
be followed in writing the letters. No names or identifiers can be used. Use only plain white or lined notebook paper or printed by computer. It is preferred
that the letters be gender neutral. No imprinted cards
or stationery can be used. Generic messages of encouragement, Bible verses, and prayers are very appropriate and welcome. I will supply the template to
those willing to help. My goal is to get 5 or more folks
to create 2 to 3 letters per month. Contact me with
questions or to join me in writing letters.

The future belongs to our Lord. He
wants us to be cautious and safe ,
wear those masks, be 6 foot away
from others, and wash those
hands. Did you notice this heat
wave that has us staying inside in
the AC. The Lord has our backs!
Cathy Kunst

For over five years, CLC has helped support this ministry. CSD is able to continue their work because of support from the synod, congregations and individuals.
Up until this year, we sent $25 every month; this year
we were forced to cut that in half. I am sure that any
financial support you could provide would be greatly
appreciated. Simply designate your gift to
“Community of St. Dysmas” or Prison Ministry and
mail or deliver to the church office or send electronically using our web site. Make checks out to CLC.
Dave Bartges
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302-537-1236

Food Pantry
During this time of the coronavirus we are doing everything we can to be safe and keep others safe. Our Food
Pantry remains open the first Tuesday of the month. In preparation for delivering our food pantry clients their
monthly food box, we are working in family units or teams. The non perishables are packed the day before we
are open, and the perishable items are added when the client arrives.
We have had a decline in clients coming to our Food Pantry during the COVID-19 virus. We have made several outreaches to our regular clients who have working phone numbers. The second week in July we added a
slip of paper to the White Bag Lunches with our Food Pantry information to let the families whose children
receive the WBL know we are here to help. The Food Pantry was also added to CLC FaceBook page as an
event.
The first week of June Parsons Farms donated 20 Boxes of fresh produce which was distributed to our clients
along with their monthly client box.

The first week in July the Food pantry received 50 bags of canned goods from
the Georgetown Cheer Center. Thank you to Pam Pedersen for the connections and
arranging for the delivery of the donation, and thank you to Cathy Kunst for her assistance in getting our boxes and bags packaged!
Wesley United Methodist Church - Lois Mumford reached out to Pastor Mark with
a need for 21 - Family Packages of Chicken for their Food Pantry Distribution, and
we were pleased to be able to donate to their Pantry. What a blessing to be able to
help another pantry.
Bread / Bakery Items - Alan King continues to pick up from Weis
Shoppers - Brenda Breiner, Barbara Breinich, Pam and Dean Pedersen

Clothing Closet - Remains closed and will be re-evaluated when CLC re-opens.
The Summer White Bag Lunches for Kids Program
CLC’s Food Pantry is again partnering with Frankford Public Library in providing bag Breakfast/lunches for
local community children. Carol Walton is coordinating the WBL program this year!
“The White Bag Lunch program is going well. We started on Tuesday, June 23rd providing 25 lunch bags weekly to the Frankford Library for distribution to the area school children. This number was increased to 30 bags each week beginning July 21st. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank the neighboring churches for their contributions as well as
our members who have donated the various food items to be included in the bags. I appreciate all the help I have received in stuffing the bags and getting them to the library. I appreciate all the help with decorating the bags as well. Thank You!! Thank You!!
Carol Walton”
This is your community and I hope you are as proud as we are of all the good things that happen here at CLC.
Because of you, we are able to supply food to those who cannot do it for themselves for one reason or another.
Thank You to all who volunteer in so many ways, and for the abundance of donations of nonperishable items,
and financial support! Thank you for being active and faithful members of our church community.
As of September I (Barbara) will no longer be co-chairing the CLC Food Pantry. It has been as a wonderful
experience and has helped me grow spiritually and personally. I want to express my deepest appreciation for
all of the support and guidance I have received from the food pantry volunteers, council, and Pastor Mark.
Thank you all for all you do. Stay safe! We are in this together!!
Barbara Breinich, Cathy Kunst, Carol Walton
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Anniversaries August 2020
Hanke, Paul & Alice
01
Riley, Lou & Lonnie
04
Pittinger, David & Susan 07
Clarke, Tom & Carol
11
Fields, Douglas & Karlyn 12
Kunst, Bill & Cathy
22
Hartmuller, Roger & Virginia 24
Striebig, Don & Judy
30

AUGUST PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME : ANXIETY
VERSE - Proverbs 3 : 5-6 Trust in the Lord
with all your heart; do not depend on your
own understanding. Seek his will in all you do,
and he will show you which path to take.
Joshua 1:9. Be strong and courageous, do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you wherever you go.

Families for AUGUST

Birthdays August 2020
Lauterbach
Shifflett, Wallace
Gooden, Kay
Gray, Stephanie
Kauffman, Carrie
Haas, Chantal
Sacona, Harry
Schaffner, Connie
Baughman, Patricia
Winship, Bryan
Kline, Mary
McDaniels, Cindy

Bob & Sally Druckenmiller
Don & Louise Egan
Mary Ellen Engler
Robert & Mary Fern
Doug & Karlyn Fields
Larry & Melinda Forster
James Gelato
Kay Gooden
Geoffrey & Stephanie Gray
Fred & Lori Haas and family
Robert & Gloria Hagelstein
Anne Hanna
Roger & Virginia Hartmuller

04
08
10
10
11
13
13
14
21
27
29
30

OPERATING FUND REPORT
AS OF June 30, 2020

Please add others you wish to pray
for……

INCOME BUDGETED………………………….$103,999
NCOME RECEIVED…………………………….112,830*
ACTUAL EXPENSES…………………………...106,832
NET GAIN/LOSS OF RESERVES……………...$5,998

Our Food Pantry and White Bag Lunch
Program feeding Children through
Frankford Library

* Income adjusted to reflect QCD’s ( Qualified Charitable Distributions ) and PPP ( Payroll Protection Program )
MORTGAGE BALANCE - $30,909.35

Peace instead of Anxiety as we look to
the future.
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Steward our future church
For clarifying our thoughts and helping us to reset priorities, there’s
nothing like a crisis – whether it’s a job layoff, a death in the family,
social upheaval or a health emergency.
With Covid-19 we’ve witnessed plenty of all of these, and more! Despite our natural resistance to change, we’re learning new ways to
live. As a disciple of Christ, what thoughts have clarified for you? As a
follower of Jesus, what personal priorities have you reset?
The questions arise because you are the church, we are the church
together and stewards of the church. We will pray the Holy Spirit will
guide us to a “new normal” of holy living as both disciples and community that will be different – and better – than what we’ve known.
What might that look like? Here are some questions to pray over and
discuss:
When your church suspended in-person worship, what ways did
you find to stay connected to God? To one another? What
did this teach you about holy living? About being church
together?
Covid-19 forced us to “be church” without buildings. What has
this revealed about the nature of community? About the
value of buildings? As we go back into our buildings, how
can things be different? Why must they be?
In light of what we’ve learned, what values, ideas, traditions,
habits should we let go of? Which should we keep? What
really matters? And why?
How can your insights, strengths and gifts help to shape the future of your life as a disciple and follower of Jesus? Of your
congregation? What can you give to the future church in
time, talent and treasure?
Covid-19’s crises are still teaching us. As stewards of God’s church,
we can renew and restructure our church to fulfill God’s mission.
With God’s guidance, we will.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as an
assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, and
works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at
www.thestewardshipguy.com
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Even though we are not sure when the
schools are going to open, the Service
Team is proceeding with the collection of
Backpacks for Education and School Supplies through August. You can drop-off your
donation at the church when Dee is there.
Then just leave them in Luther Hall. We will
be contacting Jan at John Clayton School on
when the supplies can be delivered to the
school.
The Service Team

“

The Church of Christ in every age, beset by change but Spirit-led, must claim and test its
heritage, and keep on rising from the dead”
(Fred Pratt Green, 1969).
Dear church,
Words matter. Words matter in our Scripture, in our hymns, in our governing documents,
and beyond. Fifty years ago, on June 29, 1970, the Lutheran Church in America voted to
change the word “man” to “person” in its bylaws and opened the door for the ordination of
women. The American Lutheran Church achieved the same thing by resolution a few
months later. The church was led by the Spirit to change. At the time it was scary for some.
Fifty years later, it is now part of our heritage.
Fifty years later we celebrate the anniversary as a whole church. The influence of those decisions 50 years ago is not merely the impact on women. This is a celebration for the whole
church, because the whole church has been strengthened by the gifts of ordained women
in its leadership. We celebrate how these pastors have shared the Word, including with
words of compassion, conviction, and curiosity.
We also know that women who are Pastors have struggled in ways men who are pastors
have not. They deal with sexual harassment, disrespect, and often lower pay due to gender
-based discrimination. The first women of color in our predecessor bodies weren’t ordained
until 1979. And it wasn’t until 2009 that barriers to ordination were removed for LGBTQIA+
individuals in committed relationships. We know that racism and heterosexism complexify
and intensify these problems. This discrimination is also part of our heritage, and something
that we need to continue to work to eliminate.
In recognition of this 50th anniversary on June 29th, I invite you to express gratitude to a
pastor who is a woman for how she has influenced your life. It could be by letter or email, or
by other means. If you post on social media, please use the hashtag #thankyoupastor. If
you would like more resources for celebrating this year, go to
elca.org/50yearsofordainedwomen, which has an adult forum, Bible Study, video, and worship materials.
Fifty years after 1970, we also live in a world beset by change. I am grateful for the Spirit
who continues to lead us and for the women God has called to minister to us. I thank God
for all of you who minister so faithfully,
In Christ,
Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Biahop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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