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Pastor’s Ponderings :

Why & How We Worship

One of my favorite roles in the church has been as an educator for the Order of St. Steven Deacons
for the Delaware-Maryland Synod. A course which I found especially enlightening was called “Church
Liturgy: the study of customary public worship done by a specific religious group, according to its
particular beliefs, customs and traditions”. What a joyous opportunity to teach the whys, and hows of
what we do in worship whether we are in a praise service or traditional setting. As Lutherans we gather,
hear the Word of God, feast on the heavenly meal and are then sent out into the world to declare what
we have just experienced. The great thing about this practice is that we get to participate in it again
every Sunday but,……do we really know WHY we are doing what we are doing and HOW we should be
doing it to maximize the beauty of what is called the ORDER of worship? I would like to offer some
thoughts on the idea of Preludes and Postludes.
By definition a Prelude in worship is an introductory piece of music, which allows the
worshiping community a time of reflection, thought and preparation for the worship of God which is to
come. We come into God’s presence with thanksgiving opening our hearts to that which is about to
happen in worship though hymns, the Word, prayers and Holy Communion. The Prelude helps us
separate ourselves from the secular and guides us into the sacred. It is one of the most necessary parts
of the Christian service. It is the first part of what I call the worship bookends. The Postlude occupies
the other bookend space in worship.
The Postlude is a closing piece of music signaling that we have completed a sacred order of
worship. We have one last chance for the morning’s worship to rest in the quietness of God’s presence
and pray before we take out God’s Word into a waiting and hurting world. It is our sacred song for the
week which we carry in our hearts enlivening our individual and community ministries to God’s glory.
Unfortunately, the pressures of the world often over take us. As we hear the postlude we respond by
standing, searching for keys and looking at our watches commenting silently or to others about the
length of the service never really listening to the beauty of the sending music for the week ahead. We
lose the opportunity to take one more full breath of God’s love in the community of others.
Prelude and Postlude are not the beginning and ending of worship but rather key ingredients in
how we prepare our hearts and minds for worship and our work in the world. Keep this in mind every
Sunday and see how this knowledge not only impacts your worship but your world.
Pastor Bettye
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OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAD
As I look back over the month I can’t help but notice a few improvements in our protection policies against Covid. With Pastor Bette‘s guidance we have changed our janitors
schedule to every week cleaning and instead of just sweeping they will also wipe down all
the surfaces – including our pews , furniture and the Altar. The 3 bathrooms are being
cleaned. We are also adding the 2 offices to our cleaning routine. If you were storing
items in the church office, it’s time to talk to Dee about where they should be. Luther Hall is closed so we
will not be walking thru. The Food Pantry has put a basket in the Narthex if you want to start gathering
items that will be used for Thanksgiving. The only rooms that will be available to use are the sanctuary,
narthex , the bathrooms and offices. The room where the clothing closet was is now a meeting room and
storage / office for Tom and the choir. The room hadn’t been used since last February. The clothing is being stored in the outside storage shed. Hopefully we will continue with this ministry when Covid is over.
We have purchased a sprayer to disinfect our areas after we use them and our cleaners will also spray.
As we enter our sanctuary we use hand sanitizer, our temperature is taken and we answer the questions
that help people decide if we should be there.
Our Task Force has been constantly working with pastor and will continue to strive for the ‘Best Protection’
that we can do to keep everyone safe.
We are stopping the florist from entering our building as they can just leave the flowers in the narthex. We
are considering taking the altar cloths off every week and replacing them Sunday mornings. Doug has
placed plexiglass in front of the soloists and musician area so they can be our music!
It is tough, but I’m surprised how we have adjusted. Our members are so willing to made it safe for us all.
We are cleaning, organizing and working to come up with solutions to meet the challenges that we are facing.
Now this week we have our Annual Meeting on Sunday after church. We will stay in the sanctuary for the
meeting. Folks that are not attending church in person can use ZOOM to attend and with the synods blessing you will be able to vote. I hope you will join us one way or the other.
We will also be honoring the memory of our Saints on ALL SAINTS DAY next Sunday. If you would like to
have someone honored, call or email the office. You will need to give your name, the persons you would
like to honor and their relationship to you. CLComar@mchsi.com or 732-1156
Next Sunday will be the weekend we turn our clocks back one hour too! One hour more of sleep. Maybe
that’s our reward……?

Cathy Kuntz, President

Giving Tree Project
This year the Service Team’s annual “Giving Tree” project will be limited to gift cards. We
would like gift cards for grocery stores, Roses, or Walmart. If you do not want to shop and
want to send a monetary gift, please mark your envelope “Giving Tree”.
Thank you, The Service Team

2

3

Advent Mid-week Contemplative Listening Worship
7pm
December 2, 9, 16, 23
Zoom
The People of the Nativity Story

From Joseph to Herod, the people involved in the Nativity story affected the birth of the
Savior in some way and thus our lives as well.
Join us as we take the opportunity to share a time of listening to their story as read to you
on Wednesday nights in Advent on ZOOM.
This form of contemplative listening worship is designed to create for us a renewed understanding of the events surrounding the birth of Christ.
All you have to do is
“click” on the zoom invitation as found in your church’s on line newsletter, the G4 email updates or contact the presenter,
Pastor Bettye Wolinski, Spiritual Director, will send you an invitation
ewolinski@demdsynod.org
This service is sponsored by the G 4 Lutheran Churches of the Eastern Shore.
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Getting Ready for Christmas Eve
Community Lutheran Church

Dear Friends in Christ,
I have been working with church council and the worship team and right now we have decided to offer a Christmas Eve Service at 1pm and at 8pm at Community Lutheran. We will be limited to
50 people per service at this time as we are keeping Luther Hall Closed. This means that registration
for a seat at worship is necessary.
Starting December 6 you may call in to register for a seat. Please contact the church office via
email at clcomar@mchsi.com OR sign up on the Christmas Eve Worship registration sheet on Sunday Mornings at 9:30am worship. We will be taking names up until December 13 th. If we have less
than 15 people registered for a service, that service will be cancelled by December 20 th. For now, so
that you can be planning for the weeks ahead I wanted you to know that we are trying to offer 2
Christmas Eve worship opportunities and will keep you posted if anything changes.
God’s blessings to all!

Pastor Bettye

Hospitality & Fellowship Leadership - We have received notification that our
H&F leader, Rose Troutman, and the assistant leader, Karlyn Fields, will be resigning
from their respective positions. Although there are no H&F functions planned for the
balance of 2020, we need volunteers to step-up and fill these positions so this important ministry can continue. Any required training will be provided. Please contact
Doug Fields if you are willing to volunteer.
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Food Pantry Happenings
The food pantry will be open on November 3rd and November 24th this month. We will give out the usual items on the 3 rd and the
24th will be for the Thanksgiving baskets. If you know of someone in need of a thanksgiving dinner, please alert me or Dee in the
office. We will be packing the Thanksgiving Dinners on Sunday November 22 nd after the 9:30 service. As with all our activities, we
will be wearing masks, using the same check in procedures used on Sunday mornings, and work socially distanced. You are welcome to join us if these procedures work for you.
Here are the items we will be putting in the Holiday baskets. If you would like to participate, leave your donations in the basket in
the narthex. Please avoid glass containers whenever possible. We are thankful for all of your support in the past and look forward
to your generosity in the future as the need in our community rises. We wish to thank the residents of the Estuary neighborhood
who have again agreed to provide Turkeys and Hams for the Thanksgiving baskets.
Stuffing- boxed
Mashed Potatoes -boxed
Gravy: gravy in a plastic jar or can
Veggies- 2 cans green beans, 2 cans corn More for larger families.
Yams/ Sweet Potatoes canned Cranberries
Mac and Cheese- as an extra for families with kids
Apple Sauce—plastic jars preferred
Rolls—These will need to be donated or purchased last minute
Pies---These will need to be donated or purchased last minute
Treats for kids
Thank you to all our volunteers who are now working mostly outside, and to our generous friends and neighbors who have been
so supportive to our efforts. Wishing you all a wonderful , blessed and safe Thanksgiving.
Pam Pedersen

301-538-8001

Pamdean.pedersen@gmail.com

The Community of St. Dysmas
This is the name of a Lutheran prison congregation spread across four prisons in Maryland.
Pastor Susan Beck, pastor of the congregation supplied at CLC back in the summer. Due to
the virus, she cannot enter any of the prisons. So she is attempting to stay in contact with
the 50+ members by sending a weekly letter to each of them. This is where we come in; we offered to assist
with the letter writing. Pat Carroll and I have been helping by writing letters for Pr. Beck to use. So far we
have sent 10 letters.
What a challenge to write to a person in prison, gender unknown, name unknown, reason for imprisonment
unknown, etc. Further you can’t identify yourself—no name, no gender, etc. other than you are a member
of CLC in lower Delaware. These are fellow Lutherans—that is the connecting link. We share favorite scriptures, reassurance that they are not forgotten, pray for them, and encourage their spiritual walk.
We could certainly use more folks to help with the letters—a little difficult at first, but very rewarding. If you
feel challenged to give it a try, let me know and I’ll share the guidelines with you.
Dave Bartges
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Men – Gentlemen – Guys – Disciples
CLC’s Men’s Study Group is sponsoring the video study series

The Wild Goose
which was created by The Ministry of the Wild Goose. Fr. David Pivonka narrates the series interspersed
with interviews. “Wild Goose” was a term that the ancient Celts had for the Holy Spirit. A few years ago when
Pr. Bettye was with us, we viewed the series and found it to be well done and quite informative. Even though
this ministry is Roman Catholic, we previously found that 10 to 12 of the 14 videos fit right in with our Lutheran theology.
Each video is 20-30 minutes long and includes a one page study guide. Certainly the videos can be watched
alone or as part of a study group. Since Luther Hall is now closed, we propose that we watch the next segment at home and then come to church to discuss it. While each video has it’s individual message and can
be watched in no specific order, it is suggested that we watch videos 1 through 3 as an intro to the series.
The series started on October 7. We meet on Wednesdays, at 8:15 am in the choir room. Masks and social
distancing are required. The meetings last roughly 60 to 75 minutes and will be held every Wednesday until
completed. Contact Dave Bartges with questions saltpond@verizon.net or 302-537-1236. If you are interested in participating, please send an email to me so I can send Study guides and keep you informed of any
changes.
Dave

Share your harvest, if you are able
With so much time to fill, consider this… Stewardship is part of all aspects of our lives. How are
you stewarding in these strange and challenging times? What really matters? How are you like
those first disciples locked away in fear? What do you need to see from Jesus to experience resurrection afresh? Taking time to ask and ponder big questions is good stewardship, too!
Stewardship at Home
If your sheltering-in-place affords you the luxury of time to pray and ponder deeply, consider these
words by John Brady, MD, Chair, American Board of Family Medicine, in a recent email to colleagues: “Every flaw of our health care system and our society seems to be accentuated” by COVID
-19 in the USA.
What flaws do you see in our health care system and society? What positive points do you see?
How might we work on the flaws while still affirming the positives? What one aspect might you be
committed to working on once we are removed from sheltering and quarantine orders? How will you
incorporate this into your prayers?
Pray for the church, the world and all people. How to pray for those nearest to us. Are you walking
in your neighborhood these days? What if you prayed as you walked? If you are not walking, consider drawing a neighborhood map and add the names of your neighbors (that you know) and include concerns for your neighbors in your prayers. Pick up the church directory. Pray for your sisters and brothers. Pick up the phone and call. Send a card. As you pray, include prayers of gratitude as well as concerns.
Inspired by SOLI (Stewardship of Life Institute)
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The Wolinski family—Jodi, David and Pr. Bettye
For those of you who did not know Pr. Bettye and her family when she
was our called Pastor, then welcome David and daughter, Jodi, when they
visit CLC. They are actually members of St. Peters LC in Ocean City.
Pat on the back!
All members and friends of CLC deserve a big thank you
for your loyalty in keeping your contributions flowing in even when we didn’t have in-person worship services.
Since the in-person worship services have started, you
can drop your envelope in the plate by the door or use
electronic giving by either ACH - bank to bank transfers
or credit card. Just go to the church web site www.clc19945.org to make
the easy connection for either a one time gift or to set up a routine schedule of giving.
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Intentional Interim Pastor
Hello again dear friends! Before I go on and on in endless song about how glad I am to be
among you for ministry let me take our thoughts back to scripture, a verse CLC selected
years ago to guide her ministry to know Christ and to make Christ known:
Philippians 2:1-4
Imitating Christ’s Humility
2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being likeminded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others.
5

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

The verses which follow are the Christ Hymn, words from the New Testament which offer us the best picture
of Christ, who he is and what he did to secure our redemption and reclaiming by God, our father. In these
verses written by St. Paul to the struggling churches of Philippi we come to know Christ and then are empowered to make Christ known.
I bring this commitment back to our focus as a church wondering what comes next after COVID and the loss
of your pastor.
I come to you this time as an intentional interim pastor serving you in a part time capacity. Here is an explanation from the Upper Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA regarding this role:
“Intentional Interim Ministry is a focused approach for guiding congregations during the time between regularly called pastors. It is not just crisis ministry, nor is it simply maintenance ministry. It is ministry with specific “intentions” and tasks to be accomplished, primarily the following: coming to terms with history, discovering a new identity, allowing needed leadership changes and procedures, strengthening the congregation’s relationship with the synod and wider church, and committing to new leadership and direction.
Healthy congregations as well as unhealthy ones benefit from making constructive use of the interim
time. The need to clarify mission in changing circumstances and other challenges may confront congregations in the time between regularly-called pastors. Dealing with such unfinished business during the interim
time helps prepare a congregation for a successful ministry with its next called pastor. Healthy congregations
remain healthy and vulnerable ones move toward health. “
I was asked to clarify this new role for you as a congregation and I look forward to unpacking what all this
means in the future. With the words of St. Paul guiding us the future remains as bright as the promises of
God.
Serving in Joy!
Pastor Bettye
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Anniversaries November 2020
Lauterbach, Louise
01
Willis, Norma
04
Shuey, Lesley
10
Wachter-Myers, Sandy
24
Riehl, Richard & Linda
30

NOVEMBER PRAYER FAMILIES
THEME- THANKSGIVING
Happy Thanksgiving!
VERSE— Philippians 4:6-7
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

Birthdays November 2020
Fields, Karlyn
Rinker, Rose
Bartges, Dave
Kost, Ed
Hennessey, Joan
Molter, Caitlin
Striebig, Don

FAMILIES FOR NOVEMBER
Tom Richardson
Richard & Linda Riehl
Dick & Sophia Riehl
Kathryn Riley
Lou & Lonnie Riley

03
10
15
15
18
24
30

Nancy Ritenour
Norma Rodney
OPERATING FUND REPORT
as of September 30, 2020

Eunice Rollings
Karen Russo

INCOME BUDGETED………………………….$155,999
NCOME RECEIVED…………………………….157,579*
ACTUAL EXPENSES…………………………...155,798
NET GAIN/LOSS OF RESERVES……………...$1,781

Harry & Ruth Sacona
Gene & Connie Schaffner

* Income adjusted to reflect QCD’s ( Qualified Charitable Distributions ) and PPP ( Payroll Protection Program )

Pastor Gary & Ann Scott

MORTGAGE BALANCE - $20,766.08

Richard Selby
Blaine & Mary Shatzer
Wally and Janet Shifflett
Lesley Shuey
Our Nation with its upcoming elections

Please feel free to add family and
friends
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Called to Serve: what does this mean?
Our Lutheran churches on the lower Eastern Shore have been gathering for shared ministry
efforts since March of 2018. We call ourselves G4 or grouping of four churches. The name
was chosen simply because it was easy to remember and maintained our individuality as congregations. The churches in G4 are as follows:
St. Peter’s in Ocean City

Faith in Salisbury
Community Lutheran in Frankford
Grace of God in Long Neck
Currently I have been called to serve 3 of the 4 churches as well as oversee the shared ministry efforts of G 4 such as the development of a food pantry in Salisbury. Here is the latest update on what “called to serve” means right now:
I am the administrative pastor at Faith supporting this community in its continued worship
and evangelism efforts. Pastor Harry Wolpert and Pastor Carol Petersen have signed on as rotating supply pastors.
I have been serving Grace of God in Longneck as the part time intentional interim since January of 2019 and will be continuing that role according to my covenant with them for another
year.
I am now serving Community Lutheran in a part time intentional interim position for the next
year according to my covenant with the church council.
COVID 19 has created a new definition to mission and ministry as well as form and function
for the church. Right now, the 3 churches I directly relate to are gathered on Sunday mornings
in varying numbers. We are thankful for the generosity still shown by members and friends of
the congregations allowing the churches to continue ministry. The question we all share is
simple and defined by social issues of the day, “What comes next?”
We will define that together as children of God living here on the lower eastern shore.
Pastor Bettye
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